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Sunday, January 1st, 19 56. 


Memorandumt 

Thus far, it has been a somewhat odd Mew Year'8 week end, 
it will probably be even stranger 24 hours hence when the 
balance of the Wenks have made their rounds • 

I ,certainly started the Mew Year off i n a fashion 
I hadn t expected __by going to town, My telephone rang this 
morning- quite early~and I was told the Carmen's mother, 

Camilla Lreazeale had died at 3:30 a,m • and that she 
would be buried ff'om the Episcopal Church in town at 3 p,m . 

I attended the service with Celeste and Madam R e gard, The 
church was full a ne I eecognized nobdy but nevertheless respond 
to many nods from people who apparantly knew me, As is the 
custom the congregation arose as the coffin was borne from 
the Ch*rch f the audience following # A man just behind me 
a s we were slowly filing out spoke*to me by name and then, 
in view of the setting and the business to hand, somewhat 
took me aback by saying : 

"Happy Mew Year "• 

Later I asked Celeste to whom I was indebted for this gree 
and she said it was District Attorney Lester Hughes, 

J/e were back home a little after 4 and Celeste was curious 
to knowthe identity of her guests whose station wago was 
parked under her porche-cochere, She hopped out of the 
car and. rushed into the house while I helped Madam R e gard 
descend and assisted her on to the gallery, departing for 
Yucca forthwith, At Yucca I found the station ujago operators 
„ flock of nuns and a priest, In the hand of each was a 
pamphlet they had purloined from^an inner drawer of my desk in 
the African House, I lift d an eyebrow, remaking that nothing 
was really safe and restrained myself from telling them they 
might expect me to go through their drawers sometime when visit 
the convent at Montgomery during their absence • 
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Yesterday's visitors were as unexpected as was visitor 
Stephen G. Henry on the previous day. Mr. and Mrs. Evans 
and two friends appeared at my door around 4 p.m., and 
Mr. Eveans recalled that he had had correspondence with me 
from his home in Houston regarding the McAlpin plantation 
which he and his associate had purchased recently. They 
turned out to he lovely people and I think I am going to 
enjoy them as neighbors, for it seems they are going to 
occupy the plantation for at least a part of the year. I 
didn t agree with them on one point, —their new name 
for Hidden Hill plantation which they are styling 
Little Eva Plantation, which ts alright if they like it, 
but I find Hidden Hill much nicer. 

Saturday's weather was cold with another heavy frost and 
a brilliant sun didn t do much by way of warming things up. 

But today 3eems to be rather warmer and we are promised a 
hint of Spring for tomorrow. 

I am going fishing among the ether waves tonight 
to see if 1 can be so lucky os to find a re-broadcast 
of the E. Roscoe hour conference with the main CBS reporters 
from around the globe. I heard but the last five minutes 
which was prob a bly a summation of what ground they had cowered, 
a nd I gathered that they think more economic aid rather 
than military is what the United States is going to have to 
come up with if we hope to keep a breast with the Soviets. 

I thought one report's suggestion good when he recommended thaiA 
the United nations handle all funds contributed by all 
powers to under-developed countries, with Russia being 
_ 3ked to match American offers of such financial assistance, 
hut naturally the Russians would never accept such a 
suggestion which obviously would put them in the hole before 
the thing ever really got started. 

I was of course thankful that traffic deaths are running 
at only about 4 an hour instead of 8 an hour as of last 
week end. I am still staggered, however, at the thought of 
somebody being hurtled into Kingdom Come every 15 minutes 
by an auto crash. 


And so Hew ear's Day comes to a close and I still 
a little odd that the slogan emerging should have been 
"Happy flew Year" in the funeral cortege...... 


find it | 




l. v 
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Monday, January End, 1956. 



i 


Memorandum j 

It seems to me it's the Chinese who give names to 
each twelth month, —the Year of the Horse, the Year of 
the Dragon, and so on. 

If today , as the official holiday I guess we might 
style it the Year of the Pig. . 

And where I dragged that from is easy enough to envision. 
There's a gentleman living down by the spillway named Fellow Sapp 
Fellow was possessed of a somewhat wild hog which he kept 
tethered near his c a bin. his morning the hog chewed the 
rope in two and meandered up this way, arriving in Celeste's 
front yard about 1 o 'clock. All the I Venks, the whole shooting 
tap, were present when the bull dog and the boxer took after 
the hog. Xs they would nip at his fl a nks, the hog would 
squeal bloody murder and to this racket was joined the 
screams of all the two legged animals present until a 
shot from one of the youth' 1 3 field pieces brought the terrified 
hog down where it expired forthwith, with only a sigh as the 
screams of the rest of those present went on and on. 

And so, for lack of anything more exciting at the 
moment, I suppose we might style 19 56 as the year of 
the pig or the pigs, as you will, and just let it go 
at that. 

Sister, her husband and daughter put" in an appearance 
this morning. Everything was rosey, so far as they were concerne 
Sister was limping when she remembered to. Somebody had put some 
varnish on a floor in her house without telling her about it, she 
said, and she had accordingly slipped on it. She wanted me 
to show the doctor the murals after dinner. He said he has 
told her right along she is drinking too much. 


He also said that when the Iris Society were at their home 
early in December, Sister invited them all to make a pilgrimage 
to Melrose in March or April, whenever the iris are in flower. Th 
was interesting. I suppose she will tell me about it later. 
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The weather is so warm, I found even a light jacket 
uncomfortable a d although the bulb are far behind this season, 
beaucc of the November cold snaps, the freeshias, protected 
against Artie blast, are putting out foliage 8 inches in 
height and, if they don't wear themselves out in greenery, 
out to put forth some mighty pretty blossoms before the 
year has advanced much further, 

I 

I never did hear from little Miss Baldwin and so 
have no notion if she devoted her week end to Marshall or 
enter gained Marshall in W a co. In view of 0 11 the doings 
in these parts, I an delighted neither lady showed up here. 


I c n't recall if I mentioned the a 
Worsley family Q „ Saturday night. They 
their 3 week old, Desiree on Saturday and 
night the lady doctor had to remain with 
until 3 o'clock Sunday morning when Miss 
During this time, which must have seemed 
he had to do the baby sitting and as thi 
at b a by sitting he is said to have had 
the hospit .1 frequently to consult with 
what was to be done about feeding the y 0 


nxiety in the 
finally a cquired 
on Saturday 
her patient, Mis's Camil 
Camilla died, 
like ages to Don, 
s was his first experien 
his lap full, telephoning 
Eleanor on 
ungster, etc., etc. 


On the plantation today, the field hands worked. I 
believe, however, that the store was closed most of the afternooi 
while the clerk joined Celeste and the Wenks across the fence to 

v ew whatever TV was offering by way of bowl games. I again 
„m so' grateful for TV, what with the comparative quiet it affordi 
so that I could, get on with my gardening undisturbed. I ( 

scarcely knew which teams were playing in which bowls and didn t 
h„ve sense enough to care'which one might win except in the 
Sugar Bowl where ^ hoped Pittsburgh would trounce Georgia which 
it did not, —and fact which ought to be sufficient to 
permit the Georgia Governor to point with pride to the 
superiority of the white race. 


Dose conference 
Press but while 


I caught up with a re-broadcast of the E. 

£nd even discovered a re-broadcast of Meet the 
found the Columbia business excellent, 1 thought the 
go-round with Secretary of Commerce Weeks exceedingly dull. 
And so the Year of the Pig gqts under way and I think I shall 
put into practice a Mew Year s resolution I didn't make, --go 
to bed early, and may the same be said for Lyme.....• 


T 


7764 


Tuesday, January 3rd, 1956. 


Memorandum: 

Our lovely summer •■erther continues and the ground 
has been so long without ain that when we do get a good one, 
if it comes in a cloud burst, it will probably all 
run off into the rivers without bothering to pause long 
enough for a few drops to sink in. 

I enjoyed Mr. Smith, substituting for E. Roscoe tonight. 
The French elections appear just as cock-eyed as French 
politics always seem to be. Th,e results seem to guarantee 
headahees all around, not only for French politicians but 
all the rest of the Western world's politicians to boot. 

A telephone call from Marshall tonight, giving some 
indication as to what provoked the recent silence from 
that quarter. It seems Carolyn's nephews from Houston came 
to Marshall for Christmas and she took them b~ck home and 
stopped off at Waco en route. I told her James is still 
waiting for the photographs for the cook book. What a 
wonderful quality is dependability. 

And now it occurs to me that I had better get busy and 
make out 8 or 10 captions for the illustrations Marshall may 
eventually, forward to Mew Orleans. If they fare no better thai 
my text did, my efforts will not amount to much. Dut 
perhaps they will serve a little and every little helps. 

My out-going mail this morning was rather heavy, what 
with the number of letters I had written in response to 
Christmas greetings. And of course the fact that there was 
no mail either way yesterday seemed to double usual 
batch . I.had anticipated the need for a wheel barrow to 
bring back with me the prolonged week end load that would 
be heading in for me but c8 no first class mail bearing my namt 
a ppeared, I didn't stagger too much, even ibithout the 
aid of a wheel barrow. 












. 
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Y/ednesday, January 4th, 19 56. 


What withe the hurly-burly of the past 
week end, I'm not sure what points I may have touched upon 
in our little evening chats and what was merely sub-surface 
points which I had intended to bring up but failed to 
do, and so if senility b-comes apparent through repetition 
charge it off in equal parts to me and the i/enks. 


One thing that was pleasant cake from aohn Kyser 
when I told him I had in mind getting his wife anx by the t 
for a little matter I was cooking up for February whereupon 
said they had been figuring or trying to figure some way 
they could get me to town to dine with them and that this 
desire on my part to have a round with the wife might provid 
just the right medium and therefore he suggested that 
I plan to have luch or dinner withthem, as I might prefer, 
at any time during the current month, after the 7th. This 
I shall do, and thus enlist thelma to engineer a gala 
a utogiraphing party at the Lemee House for the 
cook book. 

is Mildred Cunningham and Thelma Fyser are both 
influential members of the Preservation group, I shall 
enlist each of them in this project and as they are both 
in the category of good friends as well, and as neither are 
opposed to a frolic, I think the release of the 
boo.k through the portals of the Lemee House ought 
to be effected under most favorable circumstances. 

I shall write Carolyn for a copy of the shot taken 
of Clemence dictating to me, —the mural of the sugar cane 
process in the back ground and. use it in c onnecti on with 
a photograph of Clemence and me, "marking"" our 
initials at the autographing party, with a semi-circular 
backgro nd of plantation gentry looking on, and 
the Natchitoches “Times and Enterprise should both 
present adequate pictorial publicity to the thing 
~nd the same sets may be used in the Shreveport, Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans papers. 

And -uite aside from the fun of seeing what con one 
can do in such matters, once it is undertaken, there 
is a possibility that quite a few books might be sold, too. 
What a pity Mr. H. T. Kane didn't have a Clemence 
to lend color to his autographing parties,..... 


Memorandum : 

The Weather Bureau can't find any rain around the country 
except in Oregon where they are already washed out. In Louisiana 
the breeze got around in the direction of the Gulf and 
while it was pleasant to enjoy the velvety, warm air currents, 
a dab of moisture would be even more welcome. 

Addressing a card to Desiree "la Dieu donnee" Worsley, 

I got off a gift to the new Worsley a heir, —a gourd whose 
dry seeds made a fine rattle, and a wodden handle attached to 
the thing for b a nging purposes. I have long been dubious 
about a baby's interest in a rattle for although every baby I 
have ever known seems to have been possessed of one, I don't 
recall ever having seen a small child manifest the slightest 
interest in such a thing although it has often provided visiting 
grown-ups with something to fiddle with while taking 
a gander at the little one. Perhaps it is like the over¬ 
estimated fruit cake as a Christmas item, being just 
one of those things which seems to go along with the 
business to hand without anyone giving much thought as 
to whether the recipient re-aded very favorabley to it, — 
or not • 

As is my custom, I_ r stepped into the 3tore at 9 this 
morning to see about the mail but had to wait a little to 
transact my business because someone dashed in just behind me, 
shouting that a house up the road was on fire. In a 
twinkling the dozen or so people present had bolted out 
of the store and into trucks and cars and were tearing up 
the Bermuda road, A house on the opposite side of the 
road from Clemence's, and a little above, was shooting 
flames from the roof near the chimney but by dint of 
much doings, the flames were extinguished in a few minutes, oddly 
enough, without water, and by noon, the habitation had been 


enough, wiohouo waiter, aim uy nuvit, one 

patched up with new lumber and life, which had never been disturb 


I 
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Thursday, January 5th, 2956 


Memorandum• 

It's pleasant to relax my lily white hands by 
letting them rest while my fingers fly up and down this 
keyboard, for I seemed to round up quite a few blisters 
during the past few edays while doing major pruning jobs 
at Arenbourg and, as luck would have it, not a blister 
developed on a place coming into contact with the 
typewriter keys, 

Ih spite of considerable trouble with cattle 
a)\ d marauders, many of the pear and persimmons are 
doing fine and one or tv)o of the grandiflora magnolias 
are climbing skyward, The tiny mimosas never seem 
to require much attention but keep on spreading 
a nd growing regardless. I am going to try to keep 
the weeds growing rather profusely to discourage trespassers 
a nd in so g doing, give the larger things an o portunity 
to proceed with their growth unhampered by humans 
and animals. 

Our summer weather continues and I am trying 
to make the most of the dry spell so th^t when the rains 
come, everything will be in order for vegetation 
to get a maximum of leisurely growth without being 
distrubed in the proce33. 

Mail begins to t re3ume a more orderly flow and 
a few enclosures will give a sample as to how things 
turn in various quarters., In a recent letter to 
Irma, referring to the broadside Aunt Willie had received 
from *fames, i had remarked that it seemed pointless 
when the delicate knife of a surgeon might be employed 
for anyone tq lay o?» with a meat axe, which is probably 
the line she refers to in her letter. 















From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. ‘ WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7769 


, January 6th, 19 56 


Memorandum 


eek comes to a close and I am so 
on the New Year and that the holiday 
\ in the offing . Looking back 
----- - was a child, it 
ir prospect as children 
passing of the years, routine 
incli)ie more and 


season is some 40 odd months 
on the matter of school vacations when I 
me I was never as enchanted at the 
supposed to be and with the 
seem to weigh heavily at all on me and I 

Tch e ind° Ward satis f action “>hen hubbub of the'holidays~is 


Our routine in .- 

are promised a variation 
he /leather Bureau c 
evening, we will drop'to 
thought I would sleep 
the freeshias had been put 

My radio has spoken qu 
G-race Kelly and her impendi 
Miss Kelly seems to be quit 
brains and Monte Carlo, all 
her on the screen but every 
Hollywood Oscar on the last 
twice in Conversation or 
program is called, and T~was m 
the intelligence she exhibited 
subjects being discussed when 
and as I recall, she observed 


summer weather continues, too, althoug 

- i 0 n the morrow but not a great one 

says that from our high of about 80 thi 
> about 45 by another dawn . Still 
eep m greater peace if I went to bed kn 
' t indoors • 


•* 












. 
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I thought both editorials tonight by E. Roscoe and Henry 
Morgan on the Kelly business as about a s good as jnith- g 
x i t Ij —any subject, - I might not have thought either 

would have given over to editorial space, 

I was interested in the news item concerning one laylor whom 
Lizs bgutley had accused of being in the spy ring and who had been 
fired, apparently on the hysteria arising from her testimony. 

For now it turns out that after a prolonged investigation, 
the same Loyalty ■ ? .’•d reverses itself and declares there 
was nothing disloyal about Tay&r, How nice it would be if 
Taylor would not have Liz 2 hauled into Court and through 
due process of law, collect a pretty penny from the bag for 
all the difficulties and losses she has caused said , 

Taylor, I don't seem to hear any more about Lizs a d I'm 
wondering if she is still teaching at Grand Couteau, 

Several Welfare people from the Natchitoches office dined 
with, us today. They had been spending the morning registering 
field hands in the neighborhood. It seems that three Parishes 
in Louisiana, —Natchitoches, Red River and Grant, were 
designated "disaster areas because of crop failures this year 
and all field hands except those on Ve ^f are roles or Old Age Pension 
will receive a'll manner of food stuffs, ostensibly drawn from 
surplues that are Government owned _-beans, peas, corn meal, whew 
rice, butter, cheese and so on and’so forth and pork and beef 
will be forthcoming, too although I don t know that those meats, 
although over plentiful the market, are actually in the status 
of commodity surpluses, 

It seems to me that one of the greatest short-comings of the 
present administration, --perhaps its State Department,- is its fa 
to come up with any ideas about u putting the surpluses to 
work for the West while half of Asia starves and the 
Russians themselves on rations, are permitted to play ducks and 
drakes with American efforts abroad while food stuffs, so badly 
needed in Asia, are permitted to go into the a sh can in 
our over-stocked graiiaries, 

I can't imagine what Daisey in the Dell has reference to when 
of a Christmas party I am said to have mentioned in some previous . 
to her, but It's always nice hearing from poor little old 
Daisey in the Dgig who has always struck me as being one of those 
nic,e- people who somehow get an awful lot of undeserved pushing a r 
by J'ate . 


Dunday, January 8th, 1956, 


Memorandum• 

May I invite your ttntion to the enclosure. 

It sounds aminous, doesn't it, 

I read it a second time and didn't 3eem to know as much 
on go-round Ho, £ as I did on the first, he fact 
that a get-together is so urgently requested sounds rather 
different from the established pattern since in the past, the 
decision has been made prior to any conference, Of course the 
trouble with such requests is that when the purpose is not set 
the things one can envision as a potential is always so far in 
excess of whatever the eai reason may be 

The phraseology is such that it would seem to suggest 
hedoesn't want r to come to Melrose although that, perhaps, his 
his delicacy about asking for an invitation, I shall delcine 
the suggestion about taking the trip to the Crescent City, 
and until establishment of,counections has been achieved, I she 
dering waht in the world it is all a out. 

Sometimes I wonder if other people worry as much about our 
sagging fences as we do about theirs, 

I heard the 3 o'clock news this afternoon out of Manhattai 
noted with regret that Lyme was having gusts of wind up to 60 
miles an hour and that wintry weather is scheduled for tonight. 
We are having another touch of cold, too, what with the thermoi 
down to £7 this morning and a promise for the same thing tonii 
I so much favor .winter right now so that we may he done with i i 
bu the time March rolls 'round. 
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Saturday' s post brought Life and it goes without 
Saying that as I turned through it, my thoughts instinctively 
turned in the direction of little Miss Lee, thinking with 
how much res'lish she and Lestan would attack the 
article together, —the one containing the letter of Franklin. 
The pictures delighted me, too, and I was only a little diSaPl 
to discover that the one in the Metropolitan was not reprocduc 
That is the one without the s wing and , if memory serves, is 
the brush of none other than Mme. Vigee-Lelrun. I thought 
the one by Benjamin West, depicting Dr. Franklin tempting 
Jove to hurl a bolt of light 'ning at him was exceptionally 
well designed. It set me to thinking, too, of something 
recently read wherein it was pointed out thaij it was nothing 
short of a miracle that the good Doctor didn t get knocked 
into Kingdom Come by his kite, hempen cord and key experiment. 


Also in Saturday's 
Public Library, Tow of 
I notice one is entitle 
I guess he excells in s 
title of the other but 
there was one non-ficti 
some such and appears s 
a-nodding, although I c 
Cat naps while I await 


• 

post came three books from the Mew Lrl 
them, I guess, are mystery stories, fi 
d "The Black Mountain by Rex Stout, at 
uch stories, I don t recall the 
it didn't sound like much, hen 
on, —"The Middle East" by Hopkins, or 
efficiently dull to set my head 
an prob-bly learn a little between 
something more to my taste 


At supper tonight, the ladies spoke of having gon in to 
pick up J, H, at the club and before doing so, had called at 
the Horsley home to have a look at the new baby which has loti 
of dark hair and blue eyes, I suppose all babys incline to 
haV” blue eyes at birth, with the p rma et color, as with the 
second crop of hair, being determined only a while ter 
the new born has gone through the initial "moulting process. 
It seems to me they said the child has two nurses and father c 
mother are as delighted over their adopted heir as few people 
coupd imagine, I understand they inserted an announcement of 
the adoption of the child in a local paper, I must see if 
I can track down a copy, 

• And ,now I must knock off a letter in response to the enc. 

and titen, after a few chores, see if I can't make it in tike ti 
catch "Meet the Press", Would you mind joining me in holding 
cteffieUssina t im P e,ldill 9 conference may not be too 
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"When you cook hog backbone, put black pepper and red pepper 
and garlic and salt. When you cook Chicken, put garlic, 
onions, bl z ck pepper, salt. When you make a stew out of 
chicken, put tomato paste in it," 


Monday, January 9th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

I hope you weren't s artled by the prosaic information 
appearing above. The artist came to see me today and Iunfolded 
the idea of a cook book to her. She thought it would be a nice 
idea and an hour later returned, bringing a slip of paper on 
which the above particulars were jotted down "by somebody", meaning 
of course, the helper, just back from "infield. From this point 
on, she will be entirely convinced that she and I wrote a book, and 
thus what was desired has been accomplished, 

I shall send the original notation to James. 

Lut speaking of "infield, reminds me to mention th^t 
the Mr. Collins of Natchitoches who sometime last summer or autumn, 
flew out from the Natchitoches air port into oblivion, traveling in 
his own plane, was found today some place in the neighborhood 
of Winfield, only about 35 miles from Natchitoches _-a»d this 
in spite of, the endless sky searching done for weeis following his 
disappe -ranee, the later Sage Brush operations and all. Isn't 
it remarkable f S palne and man both could have disappeared 
- so completelyhaven't heard particulars but it was said only 
the skeleton, of course, was found along with the plane, 

l X. ' ' 

A copy of the Natchitoches Enerprise came to hand today, carryi 
c n account of Miss Camilla's passing. I shall end it along, 
thinking you might enjoy glancing through it. 

And I wanted to tell you ” little c bout electioneering 
in this region, although I may have j touched upon the same 
subject before^ an' forgotten a y out it. The point in risking 
a repetition is based on the fact that the whole business seems to 
be carried out differently here than in zny rther nj .ee I :r kvw. 

• . • . . . Ill ( 

, .tujv- ' H' c. 


!■' ■ 3" t .'g ■ ‘ ' a . < 1 

V d d * f 

m 
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Tuesday, January 10th, 19 56 


Memorandum : 

The radio continues talking ~bout cold at Lyme but 
Lyme has snow added to the cold I guess while we merely 
h a ue the continued cold. Last night it was 27 and we are 
promised the same for tonight. I so strongely favor 
cold weather, if cold weather we must have, in January . 

•« r> <v ; ^ 

It was so nice hearing from Patty today• I gather the 
Segleau horizon is brightening and I am so glad for all 
three of them . 

. <\ vr G. > ‘-of i 

After all my talk in yesterday's memo about local 
electionerring customs, I eventually got around to- 
turn on the radio and bumped slap into Earle Long, harangue - 
i?i <7 o crowd, —it didn't s.eem large from the volume of noise, 
in HewJrleans. The tenor of the speech was that 
of a Hollywood rendition of a political clown and I 
was fascinated. Two things impressed me particularly, 
in that he devoted him&elf exclusively to personalities 
and accomplishments of Huey, dead, Lol t^.ese many years, 
and\ secondly to the candidate's bid for negro votes, — 
a move, Jelieve, that no other candidate has ventured • 

Long declined Mayor Morrison's invitation to join him in 
a TV program wherein these two candidates would discuss 
issues. Long explained that he only had one pair of pants and 
so wouldn't appear to advantage on the screen with such a 
fancy dresser as Morrison. was the general tone 

of the entire speech and it was as fascinating as 
the chatter of one of those D ible slapping Kansans whose 
preaching is so pointless and absurd one cant resist gluing 
his attention to it in order not to miss what other 
ridiculous points will be tortted out before the fellow 
finishes. 
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Wednesda, January 11th, 19 56. 


Edgar Rogier, a Mil hilly small planter on Cane “iver, 
asked J. H. to go over to Earle Long's farm near Winfield 
last year to see something about some cattle. Earle 
tre .ted his wife so outrageously while °. H. and Mr, Rogier 
were there that Mr. Rogier apologized to J. H. when they 
left for having invited him to go along and thus be 
subjected to the embarrass lent of such a performance . Fortunat 
E‘rle isn't clever like his brother, Huey, and the efore 
not so dangerous but it would seem that he has a pretty 
good chance of being elected Governor. 

*> • 

I mentioned the finding of the Collins plane and body 
yesterday, too. It was but 20 air miles from the town 
of Hate hi toe he s itself. It still seems remarkable that 
in view of the endless searching that went on endlessly by 
air and ground age cies last August, following the 
disappearance, that nobody s/to Id have discovered the 
wreckage so close to home phse. 

I. had hoped another letter from James might come to hand 
today or, perhaps, a telephone tonight, but not 
a peep. I think it so ill advised for people tourite 
letters reguesting a conference on a matter that is "very impor 
without giving some ind ication of the nature of the matter 
up for consideration. 

• 

Celeste told me this morning that J. H. slept not at all 
last night, the pain wo s so intent. I suppose that the ' v 
muscles must be niglity sore, particularly during the first 
24 hours following the re-alignment of an arm that has been 
held in an unmoveable position from October to January. 


Memorandum• 

It remains clear and cold. 

J. H. continues to sleep fitfully, if at all but os he spei 
the afternoon in Alexandria, no doubt attending a 
Friday cattle auction, he may find himself more relaxed tonight 

The artist came to see me. She didn't have an ything 
Particular on her mind but I was interested when she recalled 
that she had received a letter two months back from 
none other than Clarence John Laughli n , asking her 
about letting him have some pictures. She doesn't 
like Ciarence John and so was perhaps delighted to get her 
helper to write him that she didn't want to do business 
with him. 

I must pass that along to James who ought to like 
it, too. 

Plantation work, being devoted mostly to fixing fences 
a nd driving cattle, requires les3 than fuh force and accordingl 
I am beginning to get people in hopes that I will take 


In spite of today s sunshine, I found working out of 
doors quite chilly b t , what with the sap down, it seemed to 
me an excellent time to do much trimming and pruning 
at Arenbourg a nd working there always affords me much 
satisfaction, regardless of hej.t or cold, and tonight 
after having thawed out pretty thoroughly, a feel 
none the worse for my out in the open adventures. And now for 
a :! attack on the mail and then a bit more fishing for political 
speeches before re tit w v . . 
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Thursday, January 12th, 19 56. 


With a couple of carpenters, we got the old 
store somewhat more orderly in appearance than it had 
been since last summer when some of the boys, after much 
pleading on .their part, robbed the bees of three wash tubful s 
which hud been the axis of bee operations for at 
years. The boys had promised they would put 
siding on the building after the honey had been 


of 


of honey 
least 16 
back the 

extracted but the bees had something to say, —and do, —about 
that and so 15 or 20 feet of the siding of the building has beeni 
gone during the past 6 months or so making the building 
front gate as though it were something 
had forgotten to finish off after halting 
go at the demolition of the place. Tonight 

as it did before, no better but nevertheless 
-a during the last half of 2955. 


appear from the 
Na.than ial Banks 
had one initial 
the building looks 
not sodisreput a ble 


And then there were borken windows to b e replaced and 
worn out door locks to be removed and newer ones to take 
their places not to mention some self bulding and so on. 

In short I had enough to keep me busy from sun up until 
first dark and I shall probably do but little reading 
tonigSt’.s always nice hearing from Harah Jones r nd, wc shall seel 
what Mr. Schuster's brother-in-law will be like. Don't 
you find it interesting reading where she refers to James rs 
not having heard from him. This seems to be right in line 
with the Harness experience, that of Miss Maa Mahier and all the | 
rest. If new friends were replacing old ones, the case 
wouldn't fre quite so frought with worry on my part 
rego.rding ,thebalance of the individual but so near as 
I can make out, there are no new friends add, as we know, at ieal 
one of the relatives by marriage, has been eliminated, too # How I 
I wish m I might do something to put things in order but 
that is probably beyond my powers. 

I'm folding up early tonight and shall probably not be keptf 
a wake by anything interesting on Louisiana radio stations, 
the final go at politicking h a s degenerated into such a 
tiresome twaddle, duller even than the Bibble slapping ..... 


0 


Memorandum : 


Our 


cold, bright weather continues, sort of 27at 
night, a bout 47 under a bright sun a noon day. 


Indian andCowboy 
somewhere 


There was a episode a little like the old 
stuff, but today's on wheels, on the cement highway 
between Derry and Montrose or B you Matches. I have but 
skimpy details but they are sufficient to demonstrate 
white superiority, since no colored people were involved. 

Tu)o gentlemen, said to be brothers-in-law, living in Gorham, 
had some sort of an argument about the .relations of one of 
gentlemen 

the big road. One of the gentlemn, o 


the 


--- — .relations of one 

to the othe.r's wife. The next scene shifts to 

Ur. Pen nett, got 

into his truck and started c.way from home base. The other gentleri 
r Mr. Nichols, got into his car and pursued said Bennett, 
doming down from the hills, they entered upon the cement 
highway, driving in a northerly direction, leading toward 
Natchitoches. The truck was going very fast and the car was 
going equally so, the gentleman driving along side the 
gentleman in the other, and each exchanging shots at 
each other. I'm glad people, like J. H. Mad a m Regard, etc., 
didn't chance to be heading toward home from town a hout this time, 
which was somewhere between 10 and noon this morning. Finally 
vhe truck Mr. Bennett was driving went into the ditch, 
throwing Mr. Bennett out. Thereupon his brother-in-law, 

Mr. Nichols, slamed f on his breaks and stopped and going 
over to Mr. Bennett s protrate body., shot him dead. 

Nice people from the hills and wonderfully nice games 
to be playing on the public highways. 

1 had rather expected a letter or a telephone call might 
be coming, through from NewOrlean s t-duy but not a peep 
seems , to have issued from that quarter. Accordingly, I 
know nothing more than I did on reading the letter which you 


h r vc 


by now examined, too. it s all so odd somehow. 
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.Friday, January 13th, 19 56 


Obviously I must be getting softer headed than usual, as 
evidenced by the fact that last night, before turning in on 
Des Moines for the news, 1 listened a while to Louisiana guberna 
candidates. Dq Lessips Story Morrison was the only candidate 1 
heard who didn t devoted ell his time to pe socialities hut 
on the contrary stuck to a discussion of programs for 
the improvement of the State's government . Fred Freaux (pronou 
Proust, JLike little Marcel " is Governor Kennon s pet candidate 
a ud both the Governor and his man spent all their time attacking 
Morrison a nd as Grevenberg, Ithough the latter had quite a 
lot to say n hout the race business and not sympathetically. 

It's a strange thing that while Grevenberg , Freaux a n d Maclcm're 

: . o c'-tes spend all their time attacking Morrison, 

the one man of whom* they are really afraid will win is 

Long. I should think they would do better to work on him 

but apparantly they would prefer Long getting it than 

Morrison. I even heard Mr. Long ui, o reminded me a little of the 

w r y Huey used to rjazz F. D. R. by reeling off the 

Franklin DE-La-Ho Roosev It bus ire a,'. Long pointed out 

t,hat the :J ew Orleans m a yor's middle name is Storey, which 

was his mother's name, and throughout his speech he constantly 

reeled off in trun Huey fashion, - "De La Soup Story-Telling 

Morrison". —and not a thing about *ov rnment. 


Memorandum• 

I believe the We ther bureau announced today 
that it has been 40 days since there has been anything 
suggesting a drizzle. The weather remains cold but clear 
and I have had water pipes running all about the gardens in 
spite of the cold, assuming that roots down in the ground are 
probably crying for a d r b of dampness. 

Perhaps I should have pointed out before having gone 
thus far that if I have an unusually Denholm-ish 
margin, it may be attributed in part„at lead—to—the —■> 

fact ...that I write in pitch dark. Peter was 
passing along the road near the gin at first dark and 
was struck with astonishment when he saw a huge 
flame spurt from two wires just ahead of him, and 
in that flash, he noticed a big old hull stracthing 
his side so vigorously against the pole that it 
set the wires above to swaying violently to the end 
that they became .entangled and transformers or whatever 
up and around the neighborhood were 
knocked out and nobody has to worry about the 

politicians and what they have to toot their horns about tonig 
since all radio and TV instruments are silent and figureless. 

I heard from Ora today• She has a friend who has just been 
endowed by some medical soceity to do a history 
of medecine in Louisiana and has been given access to the 
endless data which Dr. Mattas or however that gentleman's 
hqme is spelled, had collected during the past three 
quarters of a century. The author is working in Mew Orleans 
and wrote Ora from there, saying that he had uncovered some wo 
material, given Dr. Mattas by Dr. King Rand, whict } had a notat 
att ched to it, saying that it came from me. Ora s friend 
wondered if he could secure permission from me to 


On the nation a l level, c .s of now, Mr. Eisenhower is planning 
to run, i.s my guess. *nd if he runs, of course, Mr. Slippery Licki 
will run with him and they will win and I shudder at the thought 
of the inepitudes that will be continued by the Secretary of State j 
_nd the chicanery practied by the Secretary of the Interior. 

I was surprised the other day at tfye ziscnhovier c ppomtment 
of one Minor, assistant of Senator Whatever of Ohio. Eor Minor 
was appointed to the Inter-State Commerce Commission or some such, 
to do with railroad regulation while the Ohio Senator 
has Iona been on the pay role of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

I haven t heard Martin Agronski or Ed Murrow or Ed. Morgan 
go into this matter as yet, but perhaps they will take that 
up when confirmation time rolis 'round. Bricker was the 
Ohio bird, whose name eluded me momentarily. Parenthetically, 
the best thing I ever heard about Dewey had to do with his absolutd 
refusal to appear on a, platform com c ny with Bricker when Dewey 
was the Republican candidate for President and Bricker the 
Rep blicrn ice President. But oil this talk about political tom¬ 
foolery , "and - 1 .pologize for the dullness thereof . 
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Su day, 15th, 19 56 


make use of it and, perhaps additional particulars, From 
this information, l gather that the work on the 
hook the good doctQr had spent a life time planning 
will eventually he carried out through , 

the effovtplefotfntthepbone calls, and I can t recall if I men 
that the material referred to was from the Diary of Dr, 
Benjamin Chase . 

I was frankly disappointed again today when 
the postman brought me nothing from New Orleans for 
I had supposed something might be, forthcoming as to 
plans from that quarter, I have rounded up a ride to Baton ft 


James called, at y tonignt, saying rte uwuau 
on Monday's noon train, I suppose, as between now and 
the next memo, I should learn something regarding 
the import of what his initial letter mentioned, 

Carolyn telephoned on Saturday morning, asking if 
she might pass this way sometime after sundown, &eh might. 
She remains until early on the morrow when she returns to 
Old Bonita and as she e peate to explore the bayou country 
of South Louisiana later in the week, perhaps she will be 
„ble to pick up James and whisk him off home again, 
perahps along a out Wednesday or Thursday, 

All in all, Saturday was quite q busy day, what with 
pilgrims and plantation people all requiring some sort of at 
But I didn't seem too tired to go towrok on artdles 
when 8 o'clock arrived and that Marshall woman had 
blown in, I am delighted to have had this opportunity 
to go into a thing for the Picayune about the cook book, I 
had received from James the finc^l Introduction I had done 
for the cook book which he didn t like and which 1 thought 
among the better things I had attempted and by using this as 
the foundation or for a Picayune article, we were ble to 
pull and haul sentences and paragraphs around in such a fash 
ns to make it pres ntable for a Magazine Section piece 
and CarojLyn will pick up some Melrose pictures at Old ^onita 
a nd from James in - J ew Orleans aid later in the week will 
have a conference ioith Mr, Ogden so that, if he is suseptabl 
the article ought to appear in he Picayune in February, whi 


word from °ames, 1 could decide ij tie nas made 

up his mind about coming this way or not. From Baton tiouge , o 

I could hop a bus to Hew u rlea.is and, returning to Baton Rouge 

on Friday, could catcli J, H, at a Library Board meeting 

„nd so hit a ride home, which would work very nicely, so 

far as transportation is concerned although I am 

hoping 1 may avoid the necessity of the trip, 

I heard a little more about Mr, Bennet of Jorham 
who got himself killed on the highway somewhere near B c y 0 u Mat 
yesterday. He was foreman on the railroad, — T, and P,, for 
n hilw but he was fired because he would bqat up the 
negroes under his supervision if they didn t jump crooked, 
and a8 he always carried a gun to back up his fisticuffs, ever 
was frightened of him ^ One of his nephews demonstrated 
that hill-billies ,don t like white foks any more than 
colored people .a few weeks back, Tbiis part iculart Bennet 
youth who goes to school in town, was resentful of a boy 
who came to school from several miles off Shreveport way becau 
the boy came to chool in a car. And so, when he thought nobo 
saw him, he put a quart of molasses into the gasoline tank, 
the car, that i3 to say, the engine, being utterly wrecked 
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Monday, January 16th, 19 56 
and 

Tdesday, January 17th, 19 56 


ought to be just perfect if, as now seems probahly, the 
book cones off the press at that time, 

There were pilgrims today hut I w^ved them aside and 
we fell to work on formulating plans for a Melrose 
a .id for a Match i toches picture book, listing material 
already to hand and filling in notations iphere gaps appear . 
Of course things like the African Rouse come in for 
much more space than formerly and what seems to b*c likely 
in the final format will be something like 25 pictures cove 
the big house, and equal numbers for the African House and , 
a nd another 25 for people and contiguous places, such as 
St, Augustin's Church and St, Mary s-on~the-Bayou and 
so on. 


have a conference with Carolyn ab ut an article covering the at 
Conference, photographed in Movember and it was decided 
that the ladies would go into the matter at Irnma's house. 

I accepted the invitation to rive in at first dark to get 
some notion of the place while the details of the articles 
were discussed • Somehow Irma or Carolyn must have 
talked to cross purposes a3 nobody was at home when we 
z rrived at the willard residence. In a w ay, I was just as 
.glad, for I was cntent to see the place from the outside and 
to retrun home promptly in order to get at a stack of 
maili While the house is more or less Mew Orleans f hanging 
balcony type, it somehow suggested to my mind one of the 
Swiss chalets at Laurel Hill on one of the terraces behind 
the main house which Dr. Mercer had built in 1942. I suppose 
the situation of the house might .well be the most ideal in 
Match it ches, as it is on the East hank of the river, and only 
one or two lots up from the bridge leading into the heart 
of town on the opposite bank. The lot is not deep, perhaps 7 
seventy five feet between the sidewalk and the margin 
of the river. Cne find the bank drops off abruptly from the 
sidewalk, so there are one or two steps going down to the main 
floor which is entered by going up a few steps after arriving 
diway along the side of the house. For the house is but 
one large room wide and the length runs from the 
street toward the river. he sudden falling off of the ground 
provied a story below the main floor and a third story 
is added for bedrooms. A window in the living room looks 

slap out onto the river, and the uhole thing in a way suggests 
the placement of the Rand amp ’ ut on o larger and more elaborate 
scale. A flock of big willow trees make lace work, partially 
screening the view of the town on the opposite short and 
two or three big oaks at the side of the house offer amfje sha.d 
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Wednesday, January 18 th, 19 56 


nil and was entranced to discover the nice fat envelope 
attaining what proved to be your letters of December 28th and 
anuary 10th plus enclosures, It w c s wonderful to receive 
his re-assuring envelope which I promptly locked in the a rmoir 
nd held over until this afternoon, following the departure 
f James from the cypress station, heading back to 'lew 
rleans ,, •,, ^interruption ,,,.,• • • ,How odd, —the telephone 
ang and it was James calling from flew Orleans to say he had arriv 
nd to thank me for the past 24 hours. 

It was some of the Lambres from the Joyous Coast I found 
wai ting me on my return from ypress, together with some of their 
•riends from Texas, ut I got rid of them by 4:30 and then 


emorandum 


And so it was raining, —the first drop since Becmeber 3rd, 
and so, when I returned from the Post Office, I immediately 
opened a package arriving from little Miss Lee and, without 
waiting for the afternoon secretary I removed the little note from 
”More Echoes of Paris" and set it tS revolving on my machine. 

Picture my utter enchantment when after the first minute or so 
Mr, Eeyer Sailed slap into my favorite composition, and Jalousie 
began sparkling a ll over the place and I hadn't the vaguest notion 
of seating myself , so great was response to that del ctable 
rendition. As between that moment and tonight, 1 have played the 
reverse side of the record and found it equally stimulating but 
after finishing the one side of the'record at the initial playing, 

I fust left it on the turn table r ,nd without reversing it, 

repeated my Joys all over again t _ and again # I suppose 

I might still be going f j nto tonight, had nol somebody knocked 

on my door t _ Lionel Jea^mard who had come to break bread with me 

and afterward to chat wit me dt Yucca and to invite me 
to spend the month of April as his guest, exploring the Lafayette 
neighborhood and calling on his friends and sandwiching in visits 
to Mew Kberia, n few days in Mew Orleans, etc,, etc. Me says 
he and his son so much enjoy taking such little vacations and 
that they would be de ighted to have me as their companion 
I thought it very swee t of hi m hut I cannot .mugine me scurrying ari 
South Louisiana for a solid month, come April, 


would have to be a runoff and that Morrison would defeat Long when 
the other three candidates withdrew in favor of Morrison, But 
Long got it by the first match -and the Lord help Louisiana c s between 
a nd 19 60. lie oer before did so many negroes vote in Louisiana and 
never again f I suppose, will such an incredible candidate receive 
the concentrated vote 3 of two such unlikely bed fellows as the negroe 
a nd the hill billies, both of whom, I believe, 
for Long, f ‘ 

of politicians prior to Long in never doing anythin 
privileged and second class citisens c »d -fter the 
began rising under Huey’s regime, although Huey was 
m the graft involved■ thhn the welfare of the people 
would serve and when Federal funds under F. D, R, *, 


voted almost exclusive 
Of course the underlying reason for this is the stupidity 

1 for the under- 
harity Hospitals 
probably interest , 
these hospitals 
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Thursday, January '2ftth, 19 56 


the destitue, the latter for the most part having n 0 notion of 
ny political un*t beyonh their native State of Louisiana and 
therefore attributed to Huey, the name of Long really took on a justi 
magic ^» their limited yninds f one result of which of course, is 
the election of Earle on the first primary, Of course it 
is at onpe humilitating and outrageous that such a clown should be 
elevated to the Governor's chair but that the voters have done so 
is perfectly understandable a nd n obody should complain when the 
pendulem, draw b-ck so far in f z vor of the privileged from 
Reco struction to Huey's advent, suddenly swings back in 
the natural and compensating arc, 

In today's post came a package from theCarrol'ls of Denver, ccwita 
a plate that tended to unhorse me a little, I rather like the 
somewhat crude earthen ware of which it is made and the greens and br 
r.re rather pretty lit one might stop right there, for occupying the 
center is the figure of a man dressed in light trousers and a dark co 
and carrying a cane and just below him c . re sketches of the African 
House and Yucca . In the hr-lf or three-quarter inch rim of the plate 
appear the name of the writer and at the very bottom the year in 
numerals, one nine zero four, It is all a little strange and 
in bad taste, --amazingly so for people who have such 
exquisite taste in everything I know a hout, I shal 1 acknowledge 
the gift tonight and inquire as to the identity of one 
Don Allen t Denver, - whose name is etched into the reverse of 

the item, »e certainly do know som strange people, 

* 

But I was not the only person on the receiving end at this bend j 
of the river. In the morning Celeste received another Gf ir i S tmas 
present from J, H, f „a new Cadillac, Madam Regard had the lady docto j 
last nigh,t, suffering from a cold that keeps her in the bed, but that\ 
in no way discouraged a bridge game for a flock of lady guests in 
her daughter’s home this afternoon, Cadillacs, colds, confusions, — 
it's all wonderfully wonderful, 


Memorandum • 

•y *■* & •- * 

The following was spoken in one uninterrupted, flow of words, 
mid way between the Host Office and the coffee cups this morning 
end it made me laugh : 

"Ohhhhh . I have such a pretty new car . and you 


It was so good re-reading your December 28th letter again 
today, even though I had not finished the clippings as yet. 

It was so thoughtful of you to mention the vuatterof Life and to 
want me to enjoy it further. As yet I haven t received a notice of 
any kid from that quarter but will ear mark iij for yourattention when 
it comns to hand. The Look subscription has n* t started as yet, a ltho 
it would seem to be about time for a January issue. But 
now for the mail and after that, for *More Echoes" and it's going 
to be such a lovely evening .... 


J have always tended to shy aw < 
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Friday, January 80th, 19 56 


fro 7i most American ballad singers because the sing-song of their 
nasal renditions usually make the things all sound alike, although] 
the material they contain may be poles apart, It seems to 
me Bob sent me one a year or so ago but I must confess that 
I never did get around to give it a hearing, I must eventually 
look it up and give it a go. Today's "Mountain Man" 
item is interesting, Period, If you don t mind, I'll 
devote my evening to Mr, Feyer instead. Perhaps m y preference, --J 
just occurs to me, - stems from the fact that in his wonderful 
presentation of old and familiar tunes, scads of happy moments 
return in memory and somehov) these tend to stimulate my imagination 
to new happinesses, When I got toe "Jalousie" on the 
,i.n.iti a l go-round, I nearly fell .out with delight and the 
sensation is the same with, each re-playing. And, although I know 
not what it is listed as, in the t 0 ble of contents on the record, 
old fami iar tune which we used to hc&ri "It Is Better To Be 
'Joe-Lee,", —as I recall that's the way the movies did "Joli 
when that girl, - I forget her name, sang it in the big musical 
show, Haturally with Feyer serving up things in such a delicious ] 
fashion, I find myself wishing he would attack "Rose Room" 
which is another item that he could handle to perfection, I'm 
sure, 


Memorandum 


Our cloudy weather vanished during the night and 
a leisurely breeze,, from the Gulf has brought back more 
temperate thermometer readings, Tbtis morning there wa 
sequence, a white frost on the ground, as a reminder o, 
cold, and a pea soup fog shrouding everything, produci 
effect I haven't seen before. 


rang, Marshall was calling, Carolyn said she had not gone to 
New Orleans because her mother's illness had become more serious 
and an operation appeared just in the offing and as she was ponde 
on the details, —3now falling heavily outside, she got a call 
revealing that her hay barn on Old Bonita was blaming, It 
consumed its c ntents, - fodder for the cattle during the 
winter, a couple of cows o;id a tractor, 

As I returned the receiver to the phone, the bell rang 
again, as it sometimes will when a long distance call has been 
terminated, But I picked it up regardless and Lol the 
Crescent City was calling, t ■ 

From the conversation, I conclude things are in a very fluid 
state in .that quarter, and among other things, outside the human 
element, it strikes me that it wiil be remakk-ble if the 
cook book, now already for the printer, is ever put through 
the press for want of five hundred dollars. 

But that is something which will be settled a little later 
and therefore is in he class of the bridges to be crossed when 
encountered, - . 


Politics continue to be the subject of conversation 
locally # Thfire was me thing I heard on the radio 
this morning which L liked j When reporters interviewed 
M a yor Morrison on the morning following the election, they 
asked hi i jfi.au }e a xuvts ’ ‘or his failure to be elected a 
he responded : 


Lack of votes," 
f • 

Bon t you love that 


I understood Carolyn planned to go to New rleans yesterday 
and t I suppose the weather v)as so bad j she kept right on going as 
she passed ;through thissection, When s^c telephoned from Marshall] 
on Tuesday morning to see if James wasn t to hop a ride with her, 
she st iV she had stopped off in Natchitoches the other morning to j 
seelrmc Somperyac Willard and had a nswered affirmatively to 
I,S,W,'s wish that she might be permitted to share the 
Pirate's Alley apartment Probably she feels the 

Archives job, j,f it emerges, perhaps J, H, working on Earle, might] 
preclu e much use of the New Orleans apartment and I guess I,S,W, 
n Baton Rouge apartment, Politics again seems to be make strange j 


On Tuesday afternoon, things seemed to be pretty well se 
my recommendation of a "sit tight" policy. But it seems that 
once beyond my influence the impatient perfectionistfelt that 
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Tuesday, January 24th, 2956 


Memo randum 


The last week in January, the first in February, —thos 
are generally the two weeks of winter mostly given over to a 

low, there is none but 


the same t> problems in each, 

.A _ l __ J- _L j.___ 


threat of snow in thisarea 


to the marital jhatter ca not possibly work except to the dis 


advantage of both, and the phone bill must have been considerable 
the time I got through treating my patient by wire. 

* 

There's not any point in crying over spilled milk, still, I 
help remembering that if I had been advised from South Carolina 
instead of California about the engagement, it would have been 
so easy to have contrived things so that all the impending 
scuffle could have beenavoided. 


iS'for continued cloudiness and sprinkles for the morrow. 
Arka’s a 8 has five inches of snow and l'm holding the thought 
Arkansas may keepi it all. 

Tfie more elaborate weather report tonight reported that 
Boston and Washington both had highs of 29 today while 
Manhattan got sandwiched in with a hot 36, giving me some notic 
as to how shivery it must have been in the lymc neighborhood an 
making the local 40 degree mark appear almost tropical. 

<. 

I coffee-ed with your girl friend this morning, her daught 
having long since gone to town to make some final arrangements 
about a Catholic Daughters' frolic for tonight . Madam Regard 
said she was looking forward with great impatience and as 
the thing was scheduled to get under way at 7 tonight t I 
suppose they both must be in 7th Heaven along a bout now. 

It seems to me it was Friday Uaday. Regard was in bed with a doc 
in a manner of speaking t suggesting her recuperative powers are 
impressive and doubly so in view of her 80 odd years. 

^ J • 

Catholic Daughers all over the place seem to be in a great 
about this racial business. I have no dou^t the Mew Fork paper 
had something to say about yesterday's mass meeting in 
Hew Orleans which the parents of children attending Parochia 
schools gathered together to protest the Bishop's determination 
to introduce colorin Catholic schools. Some carried placards 
calling the Bishop a Communist and others described him as 
n A - - - - Yankee", —all of which sounds mighty strange from 
true daughters of the one true faith, and the wholce scuffle 


My guess is that while the husband has greater strength of 
nerves than the wife, he^ hasn't sufficient to carry his own system 
and he 3 , too, and the thing is likely to topple over into the 
ditch almost any day now, whether tlte wife returns from the 
plantation or not. ^nd so 1 gird up my loins for the ap proaching 

fray, fully aware that the role I am about to assume in saving 
each from the other is both thankless and devastating, so far as 
the conserving of friendships on either side is concerned. 

And the days ahead will be suff ic lently f rought with unhappiness < 
sorrow all around so that I need not tear my hair about it until 
the brickbats actually begin flying. 

The enclosure from the Ziegler Foundation brings the dictioiu 
bU3,iness back again to the s ame old dead- end. I am enormously 
puzzled by the statement that 1 50 records, costing twenty thousand 
dollars, would be req ired to put the dictionary on wax . They mu 
have in mind doing that Jumbo si:ed one instead of some average s 
school Febester's which, -the average size, carries about as many 
as the average book requiring 12 to 15 records. I noted my respo ; 
on the back of the Ziegler c ommunication although it is pointless 
Still, I shall continue tirring tt* p,r-. icul _ p : c * - 
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what the Catholic policy in private schools is to he. After al 
if they don't like the theory of the bishop that colored people 
souls as dear to the ^hurch as the souls of the whites, they 
could very easily send their offspring to public schools where ■ 
the matter has been taken up as yet, I never thought I 
would live to see the day when racial prejudice could out do 
Catholic ferver a ^d fear of the dicta of their Bishop, hut 
such seems to have come to pass. 

The artist came to see me this fternoon, bringing three picj 
she is in the act of stirring up on order of Dr, Wenk, -- c cloth 
line, a funeral and a going to church thing. When last here, hS, 
me he wanted three so that when he died, the children wouldn't 
have to fight over which of the three would get but the 
solitary canvas-from that famous brush, J. H, got some boardsii 
for her and Jaiyes sent her some paints and what she has contriv e| 
thus far doesn't strike me as much, Bijt she has contrived one 
that is wonderful but the Wenks wou'ldn t care for it and of cour] 
will never get to look at anything so mundane. It is a 
crude white vase in which a flock of gray-blue verbenas or 
some such are dominating the canvas. Oddly enough, the 
artist, finding her If without anything to paint on the other 
raked up a canvas she had done for the Saturday Gallery of St. 
years back, —a big portrait of Santa Claus, no less And 
3ince the urge to paint was greater than to enjoy heb earlier 
Santa Claus c eation, she blandly converted Santa into a 
white jardinere or perhaps jardiniere .-the contrast of the whit 
wiskers di3appearing beneath the white vase not being so surprisl 
perhhaps, but certainly it must have been somewhat arresting 
when the red suit started metamorphosing into gray-blue verbeans 

Mr. Nichols, that gentleman of Dorum, who shot his sister's j 
husband through the ear the other day is 3 till in jail which 
seems strange in view of hill hilly customs. It seems he is 
possessed of a whife and eleven offspring, ?jo less. The Welfare 
Department had better start writing checks if the Sheriff does;:' 1 
up and turn said gentleman lose, 

> . 

And specking of the Welfare reminds me to say that I got o/« 
a letter to the division for th e Blind in E a ton Rouge today whi j 
may or may not give that organization a bit of a push in an 
effort on their part to secure my invalueable services. It will 
be fun to see if I can hurry them any b correspondence, And 
now for a bit of "1lore Echoles a:i thence to my downy couch,.,,. 
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Wednesday, January 85th, 19 56. 


Memorandum: 

. • * A- . - ( • ,-Y , ' , 

It wa3 a strange kind of mail today in that for the mos 
Part no secretaries could read much of ii and what they could 
read, they mis-read and then pilgrims came to interrupt what 
that might have been read. 

A Mrs. Williams from Columbia or Columbus, Mi 3sissippi, 
not sure which, penned a letter in long hand 1 am reserve uni 
the morrow for further examination. In her letter, she enclc 
a clipping which I, in turn, shall enclose herewith. 


Furthe 
a Mr. Peppe 
for itself 
Commercial 
secretary , 
by reading 
carrying, a 
may imagine 
the slighte 


r down the line of in-coming things was a letter j 
r of Memphis. I shall enclose his letter which s/ 
and obviously refers to the same item in the 
Appeal that Mrs. Williams, had enclosed, My 
never danted by a new word, got off at a brisk si 
the notation in the upper corner of the Pepper stc 
s it does, the likness of said Herr Pepper. You 
I was gently taken aback when the secretary, wit/ 
st hestiation, read j 


"Available since birth." 
Ain't that killin ' • 


Well, I suggested we start over r 
the "Available si>jcs birth" we came up 
which really wasn t half so good. 


again and somehow in ; 
with "Invalided since 


I think we made pretty clear sailing after that until w 
to the clippings referred to by said Pepper in his letter, 
it was obvious that Mr. Pepper had made a slight error in 
making, his enclosures for there, indeed were six separate 
clippings, all the size of Mrs. Williams', but, from the 
Commercial Appeal Comic Section. I have had people say to 

"i'll be seeing you in the funny papers", 


7 











: 


. : • 
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but frankly, I bad never expected a' ybody would ever sending .vl 
h$lf dozen clippings purporting to be about me in the comic 
strip 

Uaturally I shall write Mr. Pepper a thank you letter and 
his clippings fra, the comics since Mr. Pepper had already proi 
with as much comedy as I needed for a single sitting end now h 
m a y have the pleasure of going over all six again, 

Carolyn telephoned to say her Mew York agent had reported 
Hastings House had taken^ —or did she wax say, was consider 
her Cajun story. J didn t know she had a Cajun story(story( J 
possibly she may have mentioned it and I was wool gathering all 
She said her .mother was to see the surgeon about an operation I 
tentatively scheduled for Saturday and that on the farm, sever 
cows, over-heated hy the barn burning, had developed pneumonic 
short, she seems to have her hands full at home base and I ask 
why^she doesn't write James to inquire if he knows anybody whe 
care to sub-let half of her Pirates Alley apartment m 

then I returned from the Post Office this morning,I was v. 
surprised to learn I had a new old secretary, although I shoul 
guessed it right along. You have heard tell of said secretary 
nqne other than little Miss Clcmence. She said she had just 
from her house where "somehow” she had taken up the receiver u 
the 'phone ring and n I say Hello, and some lady say Hello, and 
is that you Miss Rand, and she say 'Clementine, wh a t's y 0 u doi 
in Mr. P.'s house l> and I say 'I ain't in f.is house, I'se in my 
z nd she say : 'Hou don't mean to tell me you got one of dem thi 
I say "Yas, mam c " and so Miss Hand, she say y ou go and tell hi 
we'se cornin' up when it gets :>armer and so say Howdy all roun 

I have but lately discovered that I can ring her telephon 
Z 11 day, and C'lemence will never answer it but if I ring mine, 
she grabs at tlie receiver before the first ring has finished. 

I shall have to advise aguaintances in town that when theyr ea 
get me,, they had better Call Miss Hunter qiid I will reopen 

e ig al • 


Tktursday, January 26th, 19 56, 


have 

they 

o u 


ij table, antique mahogny and. lovely, hauled in from 
Louisiana from some antique shop. So things turn and so I tur 
to penning a line to Mr. Pepper and the problem children in th 
Crescenjt City, scheduled for a final get together on the morro 
said . 


Memorandum: 

Hither herewith or under separate cover, 1 enclose 
a flock of correspondence, none of which is important but 
most of it giving side lights as to what goes on about the country. 

Ip the post card section, the one announcing the new york 
jr jaunt seems to have coincided with a letter to the merchant- 
planter who declared he didn't know she was traveling in that 
direction. 1’he pumor is thrat the arduous pursuit of pleasure as 
cooled a dab but I attribute that merely to a momentary lover's 
spat or some such. The Hate Perkins card is interesting only 
in reveal ,ing a surprising vote for what would seem to be the 
wrong candidate, albeit the successful one. Ann Williams Frittaii 
is as hilarious as Atm herself and the Sarah Irwin Jones refers of 
to the Simon and Schuster brother in law. I ha<$ to 

hold the lady doctor's note for days, as I couldn t find anyone 
to read it until today. Madam Marco 3, --if difficult to read, 
doesn t have anything in particular to say. and you might 
skip tt without losing anything important, I thought the 
Dqisey in the Dell st ry about the 115 year old patient amusing. 

Carolyn telephoned tonight to report that the doctors have 
decided to put off her mother s operation for a couple 
of weeks and, if 30 , and she . continues alright, she will take 
her mother's advise and slide down to flew Orl ans on Sunday, 
or at least leave Marshall on Sunday, stop off here for a 
grab at the reading machine to drag to BatonRouge for repairs, 
and do some business there and then go on to flew Orleans which 
I hope she does, as thoxgk that ought to put her slap in the 
middle of things at 630 St. Ann, and perhaps some counter 
balance against whatever happens to be tosy-turvy at the moment, 
said the Cajun story she had mentioned the other day was one 
that still has four chapters, to be written before publication date 
So many things on the fire, so few coming to a boil, although the . 
Director of Holiday did buy three of the Hunter, canvases which oug 
to be good news for the loca artist • 
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I wrote James today, asking him to let me know if he noticed 
anything in the Hew O r g ea ns press or magazines about a news item 
I heard flashed over HBC last night. It was a letter from 
Mrs. Eisenhower, addressed to a white girl v)ho had just 
matriculated in a school for colored students in /forth 
Carolina. The letter congratulated the girl on her 
courage to help lead the way in matters of democracy and 
the concluding paragraph stated that "the President joins 
me in whish you.,.." etc., etc. 

» r i ■' •• • 

In view of the years of screaming the Shreveport limes 
has indulged in against Mrs. Roosevelt whenever she has made a 
gesture in the direction of the humanities, it is striking that 
the Shreveport Times, an ardent Eisenhower journal, made no mention! 
of this letter in its issue of today. I have heard ABC and CBS 
news reports at noon and tonight, including Ed. Murrow and 
Edward . Morgan and no m.ention was made of this somewhat 
surprising epistle, —surprising primarily because I hadn't any 
idea Mrs. Eisenhower ever wrote letters. It will be interesting 
to see, what, if anything, the Picayune had to report on this matterl 
And I still marvel that Dixiecrats in the big money brackets who 
have spasms over the racial thing continue to hail the President 
as perfection a nd while Catholic parents screma "Communist" at 
the Bishop^ of Hew Orleans because of his stand of eradicating 
rac ial. barriers in Catholic institutions of learning, none of them 
ever protest about the President's s and } paralleling the bishop's 1 
although they go into fits about lesser politicians who refuse 
to be bigots on this point. Somehow it seems to shake down into 
some soft of <r mathematical theorum that makes racial matters more I 
vital and. Catholicism but money mlore important that 
tn$ racial thing and, being notoriously dumb in things mathematical ] 
I seem to make neither head nor tail out of the thing. 

' •* V - A . 1 * *• - £ ’ • •*. • 0 . ' *•. I 

Our weather remains sort of 40-ish and cloudy but that 
did not prevent me from sawing away at my thumbs and fingers genera] 
while trimming at jircnhourg both corning and afternoon. It's 
wonderful what band-aids and vaseline will do although my 
typewrtiing probably suffers the re form. 

I did not see J. H. today, although he returned from S* . Louis! 

last^ night. Celeste told me the most surprising thing about the 

R. E. A. a junket to St. Louis when she reported J. H. told her 

at breakfast that he had been surprised when the special train stop 

at Shreveport on Sunday, going to St. Louis, Sister, of all people, 

nr,u r f^ e +hillir h n2 r +^ a h d nude herself a member of the party although no 
could think as to how she might qualify . u I 


Friday, January P.Tth, 19 56. 


Memorandum j 

Our v)eather has turned warm and sprinkley, affording 
me on excellent excuse for ploughing through some “plunder 
in the attic of the big house where I discovered a 
wooden piece of ply stuff which J. H. had sent me from the 
store at some time or other and the messenger had placed it, -- 
knov)s why, - in the attic. 

As the artist has been as frustrated as a swan on dry land 
of late, yearning for something sizeable in the painting 
line to attack and I accordingly telephoned her the good news. 
Jhe came hopping .cross the cotton patch but before she 
hn.d arrived, 1 had stood the hoard on end here at tl^e 
end of my desk, between the door and the window and had 
given a few deft strokes to,indicate an idea. When 
Clemence saw the possibility of doing something that 
would call for a c ons iderable amount of doing, she 
was delighted. As the top of the door frame and the 
window frame are about 8 feet from the floor and 
a s the board is eight feet in lenght, I shall not have to 
saw it much lengthwise, but as the space between the door 
z nd window frames is but SB inches t and the board itself 
4 feet in width, I shall do eight feet of sewing, therebye 
effecting a nice long panel for the wall sapee and at the 
same time provide the artist with a flock of boards on 
which she h can daub. I thought it might be nice to 
h z ve a little Yucca with its two chimney's dominating the 
top of the panel. hat would be in the middle. l hen to 
the right, a little lower, would be a Baptist Church 
with a baptisin in progress, what with a river cutting 
across the panel in a meandering fashion. A little 
lower and to the left, the wash house with a clothes line; 
Ladies would be washing on the banks of the same stream. 

Lower and to the .r.ight, the African House and some gourd busine 
going on and another segment of the river cutting trhoug betwee 
this scene and a little lower to the left where another Church 
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appear and a funeral would be in progress, That ought to make 
quite a busy panel only ss inches wife, hut perhaps the 8 feet 
height will s tring*the thing ought enough to take away too 
much crowding, But the main thing is the the artist is 
delighted at the prospect of pointing it and I think it 
will add a gay note to the boudoir now and perhaps some other 
place eventually, 

I seem to have been using quite a Dehholme margin without realising 

I didn t see the ladies at coffee as Celeste had already d epartcd i 
her mama to M a nsura for a few days visit while J, H, and Celeste 


with nothing on earth to no except fritter away time at bridge tables wh 
conventions are not in session, offering further excuse for a frolic 
of sorts, . 1 * 

Tonight E. Roscoe spoke of the Benson letter of commendation to 
Harper s about some article taking the farmers for a ride, 

I have yet to hear a peep about the letter HBC read night 
before last congratulating the white girl for matriculating in the 
colored school. As I heard it read, I was struck by the phrase, 

"The President joins me etc,, etc,,," which, if written by the President 
wife,,is -uite unusual, I believe, and certainly extraordinary in 
3 matter so fraught oith political dynamite . I'm beginning to wonder »c 
what with no other reference having been made to this epistle, if 
it really was genuine V fraudulent, perhaps the "hite House thought 
it better not to deny'its authenticity since the mere doing would inevit 
bring up the question as to whether the thoughts expressed were or were 
in line with those held by the wife of the Vhief Executive, 

Two more letters fromJames, indicating he hasn t yet sensed the full 
import of thecourse I mapped out and recommended to^his consideration, 

I must knock off a n immediate response which must be couched most careful 
in view of the scheduled meeting, calculated to take place today. It's 
a good trick to keep one 's balnce on a tight rope strung between two 
friqnds In such instances, of course, there's always a pretty good 
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Monday, January 30th, 2056 


Memorandum 


How nice to find such a delectable little package in today's 
post, and how thoughtful of little Miss Lee to anticipate needs 
so unfailingly, I, am expecting the R, E, A, publicity man to 
be here for dinner on Wednesday or Thursday and as he has shown a 
measure of success in dealing with Royal ribbons, — doesn't that 
sound like the order of Saint Esprit or the Order of St, Louis, —an 
I shall asked him to have a go at the good work again. It's 
so unique in this hurly burly v)orld that c rare soul should exist 
who never fails to adjust cushion$ under one beforeanyone else would 
ever dream of such a, thing, 


In yes erday s memo I got so off the track in dwelling 
on the "children s" problems that I failed, to mention a letter 
from Channel 6 of the Rational Boradcasting's Hew Orleans W D S U sto 
As Program Director, Herman Liveright penned me a line saying 
HBC felt the visual and historic aspects of Melrose should be 
shared with the nation and that HBC would like to do a live 
telecast that would feature the artist and me. The foregoing sentenc 
is worded just about as precisely as I can remember it from the 
letter. They asked for an immediate response but as I have no notior 
as to how many mountains of contraption and paraphanalia might 
be involved in making live telecasts and as they failed to indicate 
any date, and it would be pointless to attempt anything before 
the effects of Jack Epost have been eliminated, I simply wrote 
a note and handed it to Carolyn who passed thi3 wry after dark and 
left for Dew Orleans before dawn, suggesting she get full particulars 
in an interview, while in the Crescent City on doay’s or tomorrow's gc 
round and to advise me accordingly when she whines Horthwu, rd again or 
Wednesday, It seems to me a live telecast might, afford an excellent 
opportunity for little Miss Clemence and me to do a bit of talking 
n bout the impending cook book, which may or may not he out by the tin 


♦ 













I 
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•*A« telephone rang at 8 o clock this morning. When the 
operator said Hew Orleans was calling, I inclined an ear in James' 
direction and was accordingly momentarily taken, aback when it 
turned out to be Kay, She said she was not staying at the 
apartment and asked if I had heard from James lately, I mentioned 
something a bout pictures for the cook book. She asked me if she might 
come to visit me for a couple of days, --Friday and Saturday, and 
when I said she might, she asked me if I would be so kind as to reserve 
a place for her at the motel in town, I told her I would, not and that 
she should plan on staying here, Th.at seemed to surprise her and 
at the same time please her, I have no doubt Friday night's session 
will be a long one and probably my memo for that day, written 
when half asleep, will prove pretty bad in the fashion in which it 
will be contrived but it may make interesting reading, thanks to 
the probable, material it will contain, . 


Memorandum 


speaks for itself 
said much. 


, and having spoken, doesn t 


I-Shall write Sarah Irwin Jones tonight, asking her 
r,boyt February the 8th, which she describes as a Sunday, It just 
isn t that on my calendar, 

■There was a point about Snd class mail, I in ended asking you i 
yesterday's memo, I put a copy of the Hatchitoches Enterprise 
in the mail for you, although it contained nothing of interest, 
so far as ± know, I suppose it is the, Beckermans to whom I 
z m indebted for sending this publication and since I have no one to 
read it to me, it usually isn't too messed up and I can easily 
drop it in the mail to you if you would care to have it. I can n 
readily imagine, however, that yon may have difficulty in keeping up with 
your own daily papers and that the Enterprise may be extraneous. And so, 
if you will advise me of your .wishes, I shall withhold it except any (on) 
isaaes wherein something of particular interest appears, or I can as 
easily post it weekly, regardless of how little or how much of nothingness(?) 
of Interest it may contain. 

\c ase I should know about something of espec 
It goes without saying,however, that Otfli'.teresi and if you should care to 
receive every issue regardless, 1 shall make it a point to mention 
the special item in advance so that you may co.st aside the unread 
issue in full assurance you will have missed nothing worth 
glancing at that I have heard about. 

The ^ rti st te 1 e phoned me this morning to say she was working 
on the panel ~nd to ask i 0 _ ouldn t like to come over and 
take a look at her progress, I would, —yet knowing full well 
Jiatl would get a shock inasmuch as it inevitably happens that 
the best laid- plans of mince and men",,,,,, And so l slid across 
the cotton patch this afternoon and indeed got my shock, but it was ; 
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c very electrifying one 
in its present state it 
just sort of medium and 
Because of the lighting 
n better concept of the 
wall instead of in a ho 
which it was w resting 
height of the panel is 
ceiling is 7 feet and 
the creation and was qu 
cotton patch 
a tapping at 
helper with 


and await 
my window 
the 8 foot 


hut,rather on the dull side for 
isn t particularly inspiring or disappointing 
her^final jo at the thing will tell the tale 
in the cabin, I thought 1 could get 
thing if I could see it against the 
rizontal position between two chairs on 
where she was painting. But the 
8 feet and the height of her 
so I took a sort of slanting gander at 
ite content to slide bach _cross the 
the day and hour when I shall hear 
and will look out to see the artist and her 
panel supported by the two of them. 


j \ 


There were one or two guests for dinner today and, as between so| 
and entree, three young ladies appeared on the gallery. The 
hour was 18: 05 . I shall always wonder at the complacent mind which 
never gives a thought about barging in on a household slap at 
noon. The young ladies were attractive and seemingly intelligent an 
I turned them loose to roam the gardens while I continued to dine, 
sifter uihich I joined them for a' brief look at the African House wher 
joss Phares, an uncle of one of the girls, had written a book 
or two in times gone bye. I got rid of them thereofte r and turned 
undertake sow.eth.ing or other I thought important when somebody 
knocked, --a counle of women from town with their children. They 
said: "We have come to go through the thouse" . 

i. : tJ'5'i V '• r r - • 

Just like that. And so I set them right to their seeming 
surprise and ran to catch an incoming telphone call which was 
to say, —from Carmen's lips, that an *S3o representative, had 
ju3t dropped in at the Chamber of Commerce to ay that the new 
Louisiana mup bearing the likeness of Melrose on its cover, 
would be out at the end of the week. Things really ought to begin 
picking up forthwith from here on out. 

■ *“■?*.Vgr: "X 

-■»nd then there will be Friday and Saturday, of course but 
how I shall handle Fay will depend upon her emotional status in 
large measure.. And, is may or may not be possible, a flood of tears 
will require a bridge to cross, I shall await crossing same when 
i nd after the torrent gets under way. It's some¬ 
what ironic to know that Kay has paid psyc hiatrists thousands to lis> 
to her problems while one whom she considers among her best friends 
probably end up by x getting a kick for the mere listening..... 
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Sunday, February 5th, 2956, 


Memorandum: 


Saturday was rainy and cold and it rained 


F/ejiks, too. 

dug and I 'dug them In? go t my si If a finie case ,o/ ai nifflos as a result. 

It remains around 40 today tut we had sone sunshine,, the 
first in ever so long --did I .ay smshlne. ^^^..“luynoliu. 

HrVfZt flZeTind WitU.^Ztncli. dispenses a heavy 
witch hazel fragrance that is stimulating. 

for today, the call of Mr . Persall was pleasant. 

swss . 

sres z a 


As 

He is a 
like Mr 
born in 
He told 
all the 
He was 

he wanted me to 
recorder came up. 

He is coming 

conversation. 


; C Li Us ¥ u i w 1 - - f . « „ _ - 

ecord it for him, —that s how the tape 
for lunch tomorrow and there will be further 


artist's delight in the African House murals 


i "hen 


He took an uri^Wv » ^ ^^ , , , 

uiid seemed ana zed that the artist was J till living. 

VI learTe d he might, visit her. he was in transports. 
fortunately she had a couple of nice pictures and he 
hnvnht one for one of his Woodstock friends ultn o-ie Jor 
hilfeb so J the artist happy and Ur. Per.all .a. . happy 

and everything went off ever so pleasantly. 

it supper tonight, J. H. promised me a flock of men for the 
morrow and I am accordingly 1 oking forward to having a go at 


9 
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gardening on the coming of a new dawn, --ctting down 
ribbon grass hedges, as a starter, so that the new growth 
hat will start patting out like snow gurggl ing up from 
the ground within the newtwo or three weeks, will h.;zve a maximum 
of opportunity to show its miracle of whiteness issuing from the 
dark rich soil. 1 -m ho >ing that the balance of the week may 
be less hurly-burly than last for have half a dozen odds and ends 
1 should, like to undertake without the encumb ranee of 
people. 

«hile 1 think of it, I want to mention a letter that 
demonstrated so neatly t e kindliness and the almost childish 
simplicity of James in his concern for others. Carolyn read 
me the letter she had received, from him imm.edia.tely after he 
had. learned that her mother was about to undergo an operation. 

As he has never in his life mentioned Christian Scienece to me, 
it was doubly impressive because he wrote her a full account 
o f his own experience witJt physicians when as a hoy some 
injury to his leg eventuated in he doctors giving him up as 
incure ..hie. He said he journeyed to Alexandria, from Hatches 
nd was persuaded the practioner could s ve him, — and 
of course, he is al ive to prove it. He said he supposed, that 
Carolyn s mother had adequate medical attention hut if that 
failed, he wanted her to have an account of his own experience 
and then went to endless trouble, --I suppose, - sitting in Hew Crleans 
to g t a list of half a dozen Christian Science practioners both 
in Marshall and Shreveport that might he consulted if tb.e 
efforts of the medical profession failed For one like myself 
who still believes that Cod made a3perin, t'ne thought of 
going to a practice tioner when one, as Madam Ramsey, is 
suffering from a hernia, sounds just too wtegx wacky for words and 
yet since J.-mes feels that it was Shrist ian Science that 
saved his life, 1 suppose he feels it might serve another and 
takes time out to throw them what to him must he a life line. 

1 c 

mention the ahove particularly becc se it seems to me it 
demonstrates the kindness of the person for one thing hut 
more espec tally it cliearly points up his believe in Christian 
Science as a cure all, and therehye is undoubtedly 
m^kes clearer how he felt when he found Kay so h r dly in need of 
some k -nd of .help G nd why he applied his proven remedy so mightily. 

This firm beliefs that one has found the real key to the right 
way undoubtedly accounts for much in the rumpus that has always 
be-deviled human relations in such matters as race, nationalism, 
religion and so on. "Sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander" 
is a splendid old adage but only if we remember that what is good 
sauce for one goose may not be worth a darn for anothe goose/ 

And so we begin a new week a nd m,zy it be as happy a one for you a s my 
last week was for me,.... , 
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Monday, Febru ry 6th, 19 56. 


Memorandum• 

The flood of sabine betokens Spring but the 
thermometer, remaining in the 50 's, reminds one that winter is still 
on the docket. 

Sunday nigh~ J. H. asked me if I could use a couple of 
men on the morrovj for garden work. I said I could. He sent me 
six. I put them to work and then be-took myself and a man to 
Arenbovrg where I spent the morning working on crepe myrtles, 
returning here at Hi 30, as Mr. Persall was scheduled to 
,rrive at that hour for dinner. 

ut Mr. Persdll had telephoned to s ay that his car 
was in the garage and th t he would like to postpone 
his return visit until Tuesday, and so he will break bread here 
on the morrow instead. 

• 

The two news i ems that have much interested me 
today have been the reports regarding the gas bill, about 
to be passed by the S nate and the riots go ng on at the University 
of Alabama because of the presence of a colored girl who has 
matriculated as a stude 't. Both these events seem to have a common 
demoninator of stupidity a hout them. The gas bill, of course, 
represents the stupidity of the rich displaying their avidity 
to get even richer and the s udent business an example of 
hill billies on the rampage and neither spectacle is very pretty. 

• , ‘ \ ’ * n \ 1 Vj .. 

I don't recall if I have ever mentioned it or not, but 
if I haven't, I'm quite sure you have readily understood 
that the primary reason for the so called "cook book" 
on my part is not any desire to offer the public some 
recipes in the food line but merely a wish on my part to 
place the name of Clementine Huntebs name as co-author along 
side of mine, underlining the absence of racial animosity 
by seeing to it that a picture of the lady dictacting 
recipes .to me 3hall appear in the book. As envisioned 
titis gesture, it will serve to stress the fact in the public 
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February 7th, 1956, being Tusday 


mind that while hill billies are making such frantic efforts 
to place emphasis on the line of demarkation between the 
white and colored r ces, this booklet will offer an example 
to the world in ge.ieral that at le at one place in Louisiana 
people are people and white and colored can cooperate 
as human beings were intended to cooperate as 
recommended by the First Commandment and the G-olden Rule. 

/Is soon as the book is available, I'm going to see if I 
cannot get int touch with wh tever person dominates the 
purchases of books for the American Libraries abroad for while 
none of thes instiautions will have need of ane ik iver 
cook books, the pictures that the volume will present will 
show something of racial ability to live as. human 
beeings and. so in part, at least, counteract the wonderful 
porpaganda which so many actions of America today i re 
providing for Moscovj use. 

* 

J. H. went to Hhrevepcrt to have his borken a rm 
examined again. The report is th.t he will have to continue with the 
for u:i ther month or so at. least, which seems a long x time since 
September or whenever it >as he broke it but now that he 
can keep it at his side, instead oj having to maintain the 
original pontifical pose, he doesn t seem to mind so much. Cf 
course he must employ a driver most of the time but that is all to 
the good since nobody is so reckless as he is in driving and 
probably he is accordingly much safer. 

I'am re ..d n but very little these days, abut with so much 
going on during the day that I find it difficult to resist 
"resting my eyes" as soon as my.reading machine is turned on. Bu t 
although i have been r.ble to turn through but tvw or three pages 
once more of one of my favorite books, —"Mont Si. M chel et 
hartres by Henry A dams, the r a ding of those few paragraphs prov des 
me with infinite pleasure and I’m i 00 ^ing forward to rainy days of Bp j 
discourage out of door labors and so afford me an opportun ty" 
to jet along a little more extendedly in r.hi s splendid work. 

From what little l knowqiout Mr. Adams, 1 gather he spent 
much of his life trying to conceal the fact that he was a truly 
re t artist. Perhaps interruption..... probably the 
real reason why Henry Adams publicly snubbed Cscar Wilde 
in Paris after the tragedy was because Adams was scared pink of 
ever let inn the five cent cigars suspect that he, Adams, actually 
was possessed of the same artistic type of soul as Wilde. If 
you ever _et a cha'.\ce to read a chapter in the St.Michel et Chratres 

thing, do so and discover the promise of so much delight to be yours 
in th balance of the volume...... 


r emo randum : 

irst off, I want to talk a little about that 
little Latvian Jew, Persall. 

He came down this morning, had coffee with the ladies 
a nd across the fence and then was taken by Celeste for a 
look at the Church across the river find for a talk with the 
Reverend. fo.thers. He returned here and dined with Eugene and me, 
and chatted for 80 minutes afterward, w ith me here at Yucca. 

He said, he appreciated the local artist's work so much, he would 
like to spread its fame 

He said he wants to get her work known to more people and 
as he has lots of acquaintances in the Art and Publishing fields in 
Hew ork, ..oodstock, etc., he would like to make an arrangement 
to purchase ten dollars worth of pictures, —one or two smaller 
ones monthly, with the understanding that he send the framed 
canvases for her to work on, enabling her to count on at least 
a hundred or a hundred, and fifty dollars a year, straight 
along. He feels,, he said, that after artists hav - ’uand an opportunity 
to become acquainted with.her work, some of them are going to 
want some for themselves a d people, not artists, who like 
primitive w r , ■ 1' • . r ■ . • ■ Ui 

. , -~ps his $1 60. per year will represent but a portion 
of the little sum he is proposing as a starter. 

He asked m.e if he should, deal directly with her or through me. 

I suggested that he send me the canvases, frames, ewid that I would 
return them to him on her behalf and that he pay tier directly 
aud that I would acknowledge his checks for her, H e thought that 
splendid arrangment and after le ving here, he said he would 
Pass by ■ er house and tell her about his wish for some paintings 
now and then, Later she came to sec me and told me about it and 
as she doesn t know this is something to go on for years, 1 did 
not say anything other than that 1 thought we might expect him to 
want pictures every once in ,a . And so .little Ui 3 s Hunter 

takes a further step in the direction of being known with the 
chance that she might encounter,f ron that situation, a certain vogue, 
c.nd, equally important, that she may get some financial reward 
for Iter industry. s.nd so the Persall vi sitdel ights me 
with its suegetion thatthe unter sun may. shine a bit brichter 
n S. an, aftermath of this go round. 
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Wednesday, ehriury 8th, 19 56 


is between this side of the page and the other, a laggardly 
secretary has come nd gone. How nice to find you letter and how , 

kind and how thoughtful of you to enclose the three clippings, all of 
which interested me exceedingly. 1 find it so noble 

that in spite of all pressures from, all sides, you can keep the channels 
so wonderfully open of the direct stream running as between 
Lyme and Yucca• 

$ "7 ' - V " * ' 

t goes without saying that I. shall get off a message about 
the Educational recordings forthwith . is you suggest in 
your letter, it is possible that this is the key which we thought 
we had found in the Ziegler lock which turned nothing I cm doubly 
ipprec ative of this clipping because Mr. Bridges hasn t a rrived as 
yet and this will provide additional ammunition for my'l ine of 
attack in that quarter. 

Of course the fact that something did appear in The Hew ork Times 
n bout Mrs. Eisenhower's letter constitutes such a pick up in my own 
sense of balance for I had just bout made up my mind I must have 
cterxdm dreamed up the whole business, for nobody with whom I have spoke 
ever heard the broadcast and not one line about it has appeared in 
n ny Southern paper read by any of my .friends who t are newspaper reo.ders. 
he fact that the Herald Tribune apparo-ntly didn t carry it either or, 
if they did, it was tucked away so that nobody ever saw it is another 
interesting angle and I am enrom.ov.sly impressed that somebody like 
1f artin Agrnnsky never mentioned it for it does seems as though he 
~.nd perhaps Edward T. Uorg n, the official A.P.of L. spokesman 
might have gone to town on the thing. I continue to envision 
what some paper like The Shreveport Times would have done, had the letter 
been penned by Mrs. R. They would have blown it up to full front page 
proportions and screamed editorially about it for months on end. 

* 

I can but marvel that in spite of r.11 that x rests on your shoulders, 

you s hould have found time to hunt up such a b~ck number of the 

newspaper, when I wasn t even certain of the date, —and to have discovered 

it. But I must confess I feel a little guilty n bout having mentioned 

it although when I did so, T hjd not thought of you as going to 
all thtRtrouhle that would be involved but rather had assumed 


Memorandum 


It drizzled almost all night and kept up the good 
work today. Only an inch and a half fell, meaning tho.t almost 
all of it was absorbed by the good earth. The tenpero.ture 
remained in the mid 50's and so things didn t grow much but 
everything is certainly to.king on a greenish tinge while the 
clover in the greenswards is certainly getting out of hand. 

I wa 3 aid to h’ve the letter from "Boh", indicating 
things are "so far, so good". T think the use of the 
word "dragon" should be interpreted as very meaningful but rather 
was it borrowed from a somewhat lame code I enpl oyed vihile 
advising "Bob" a couple of weeks heck. Of course anyone 
hut children would recognize in advance that adjoining houses 
is going to end,up much like Mr. Lincoln's "house divided against 
itself", but in this age of progressive education, perhaps 
the children will discover their follies along the way and correct 
them kefor? then arrive at that much used spot of lcite, the brink. 


On the basis of your Eisenhower clipping, 1 got off a 
letter to M rtin Agransky, asking him if he thought the 
Madison Avenue boys by merely raising c.n "All iiuiet" fiuger cou. 
so completely silence both the microphone and the press or if 
he thought this was just an extraordinary coincidence. 1 
also asked if he thought if many of the Eisenhower enthusiasts 
in the South, were they to know of the letter, would tend to 
follow a more moderate course in the racial thing, or was it 
feared if they knew, Republican gains South of the Mason-Bixon 
Line might be lost. Personally, I believe that if the 
racial thing in the South can shake the Catholic Church in 
the esteem of Catholics, the Republican Party ought easily 
to he shattered ii j sections where its 1952 converts dwell. 

Mr. ngonsky doesn t reply very promptly if at 11 and so we 
shall perhaps hear nothing from him but it would be interesting 
t q have him do a symposium on the matter which I continue to 
feel is exceedingly odd, not so much, perhaps in its absence 
from the pres 3 as from the radio. *nd I find it quite 
hilarious that of ell the c nnservative radio concerns and 
backers of big business, it should have been over HBC that 1 
heard the one and only mention of the matter and a complete 
reading of the letter. 


that you would either have mentioned having or not having seen it. 

Still I myst confess I am delighted to get this slant of how the news gets 
and doesn t get through and I know you join me in praising Hod 
for tlte blessings of a press such, as we have in our favorite 

newspaper . interruption . A call from Hew Orleans but the 

connection was so poor the operator could never establish contact. I 
hold th.e thought it was merely for a Howdy as I think it may well have been 

\a,C 'Brien 
n t 


There was a comparatively short long. hand* letter from Mi 
It was from'the Bluff, of course, but tofii gnt s secretary cou. 
read it. I 11 try another on the morrow and then enclose... • 
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Thursday, February 9th, 2956. 


d . -H • w_s a little 1 ie coming to supper tonight 
nd I was cl d to return to the table and have a little 
''hat with him. He hud suggested that the roof of the African 
House :nd Yurc should be patched when casting bout the other 
day for the workmen to do something, I took tonight's 
opportunity to point out to him that the two buildings hod 
not he shingled in from 88 to 30 years and that it would be almost 
futile to attempt patching under the circumstances because the 
inserting of a new shingle would probably knock out all those 
surrounding the one being removed for replacement. He got the 
Doint and said that probably the only time to do so the whole 
thing would he in July when labor is available and rain 
storms .re infrequent. I -m holding the thought that the HBC 
telecast may not develops just at the moment when the roofs 
of’Yucca afic 7 the African House re in a shambles but we can 
sorry b;ut th t when we come to it. You may well . im.-guide 
shall be jl'.d shell both buildings get their new 'cverings, 

never did find anyone s yet to read Irm 's letter 
for me, but here were a couple of words, indicating she could 
'•tot g . ve ny notion s to whet was next on the p rt of relations, ai 
from that T g the red she ms quite in the dark as to w h t was 
oing i on in Louisiana, > sh 11 keep the letter another day, hop ing 

to h ve better luck in the deciphering, 

■--'•id in round bout way, I learned something of 1 Uontespan'i 


1 test doings whi h seemed, typical. It is said th i when "le Hoi" 
'•■Jas recently at the watering pi ce, one of his m. : le companions 
in former foreign count y jaunts confided to him th..t 
unless he patched up his differences with la ’'cute span, she would 
communicate with "1 Peine". I think le Roi was a little disturbed 
butnot too much. I told my informant £ thought le Roi very 
short sighted that he d.idn t take the me tter up with Lest an 
immediately so that both gentlemen could gree on a common course 
to be t ken since if the c rmunic tion were effected, la -Heine 
undoubtedly would coll ipse in Le stall's arms first, My informant 
X agreed but nothing regarding the matter has ej* been 

’.jh .there have been two or three excellent opportune: 
when both gentlemen were alone. 

I think the clippings from the General are of no particular 
interest but enclose them re.gardless and I'm lad he used them 
as an excuse for writing. . 


Me me. randum : 

Before inviting your attention to the enclosure from the 
Crescent City, m^y I tell you that last Ssturady Celeste 
fell to a'lki-ng -j bout sending out Val entine cards to people 
from whom she had received Christmas cards but had not sent any 
of the Ho el variety at Xmas tirp.e . Accordingly she posted a Valentine 
on Monday to the Ferriday Byrnes of Hatches and the thing 
must have come to hand ~ bout yesterday or today, vihich certainly 
introduced a surprise and variation in the general run of 
condolence notes reaching the widow Byrnes yesterdo.y and 
.today. I lough every once in a while i as 1 think of the 
perfection of the timing . And tonight I shall write Hopli a 
note but it will he one which will carry more of a suggestion 
.of congratulation andn condolence, as you may well 
imagine. What a pity, now that her drunken husband has gone 
on the long, long journey that her demented brother could not 
have keen his ^brother-in-law's companion. I shall 
probably employ seme such phrase as "as you know without 
,being told, the hearts of all those who love you will be 
brimming over," And Roan, being no fool, will not have 
to inquire if it be sympathy or joy with which they are brimming, 

In the matter of the cook book, I must write James that 
we should figure the retail price of the item at a dollar and 
n half. Were the hook to retail at one dollar, there certainly 
would be no profit after the retailers had taken a quarter or 
. a third discount. In my opinion,.the price per unit is too 
high, net, , still I believe as a souvenir thing, it can sell at 
a dollar and a half without any difficulty • 

• 

, I made arrangements with Millspaughs today to have a Hunter 
canvas displayed in the window betvieen the theatre and the hotel in 
town in connection with the display of the book when it is 
released. T think this will serve to attract attention of to rists 
and, assuming there is an occasional Persall in the throng, 
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I found G scarf which Mr. Persall had inadvertently left 
the other day and 'jot it mailed to him today. Oddly enough, 
the only address I hud was Woodstock, Hew York, hut as he 
is still in the St. Martinsville area, it seemed ridiculous to 
the k package all the way to Woodstock to have it re-shipped 
back within a hundred and fifty miles of its starting point and 
so I sent it in care of a mutual friend in .'Jew Iberia. 


that 


space just between such an ebbing and flowing tide of brigands 
bent on plunder and murder.What astonishing things must the 
innocent by-stander sometimes go through to survive. 

Rosalind telephoned me tonight, the first I had heard from her ir, 
a long time. *dhe seemed in gay spirits and. was relishing our current 
season as she had planted acres of grass seed in her cemetery and was 
waiting for a dab of moisture to get it going t It ought to be 
flourishing in view of current dews and damps...... 


I 
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Friday, February 10th, 1950. 


Memorandum: 

In your letter of the other day, you surprised me by men¬ 
tioning that it was about time for another Library of Congress 
list, for somehow I had never thought of them o.s arriving ex¬ 
cept haphazardly. And then today came the postman and. 
h a nded me the very thing you said was about due, and as said 
postman had to go on down the river before returning here 
to pick up the out-going mail, I had an opportunity to 
transfer the list into another envelope and get it back 
to the office before he departed. I assume, therefore, that 
it probably reached your true hand before this memo. 

I have so much enjoyed going through the clippings again 
which you enclosed in your letter. It is he rtening to Know that 
the Mellon clinci is approaching its finishing point. Eventually 
T think it would be so nice to explore &aiti with little Miss Lee, 
clamber over Christopher's castle and breo.k bread with the 
Mellons. Poor Kay, endowed with so much withal and yet lacking 
the imagination to do anything for her own satisfaction with it. 

I can't recall if I mentioned that I got a letter off 
to Recordings for the Blind, Incorporated, about the dictionary. 

I am so glad to have this name and. address, and doubly so as the 
conference with Mr. Bridges is probably not too far in 
the offing. I -m thinking of pushing the Ziegler Foundation 
thing a little further, too. In the first place, I shall 
raise the question about the 150 records required for 
recordinn a dicti nary when from 15 to B 5 ought to be ample, and. 

„s for the ^BO,000.00 reauired for the doing, I shall raise two 
points, -1st, ns to the figure itself, since a dictionary could 
be recorded in about 10 per cent of the number of records quoted, 
n nd, secondly, why shouldn't^ the Ziegler Foundation approrpriate 
the money since it navigates, c nd so escapes taxes, on the 
premise that its income is devoted to furthering educational 
pursuits for the blind.. Poor Mr. Bridges, what ai earful he 
is going to get when he honors me with a visit. 

' , >' I 

\ . T; V. • ’ * ‘ * I 


J 
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Sunday, February lBth, 1.56 


Memorandum 


Fay I invite your attention to the enclosure. 

a •* h • 

4 ?id will you dispose of it as seems best. The 

e, "beginning in Kerch" struck me with particular force, since, 
mory serves/ it was beginning in March a year ago that the 
s were set in motion. Surely■ it has been a year 0 / upse and 
since the "course of true love never runs smooth , as 
Id adage has it. But this letter afforded me tremendous 
f and satisfaction for, if things carried through on Saturday 
,e letter suggests they were to do, the ycuthto whom so 
thought has been given during the past twelth month will 
'ceiving about ten thousand a year from here on out c nd 
a worry for his sake will vanish from my mind. 

The news that I am about to receive some sort of a Victoria 
■d me with much dismay, naturally, although I appreciate the 
ire. But I am quite content with one reading machine which 
Government services and. replaces when worn out. a hat I will 
ith a second machine, I know not since I'm not likely to 
two books concurrently, Huturally t cannot very well give 
the new machine, presented under the circumstances in 
i it is being given while the reading machine belongs to the 
rnment 3 ? 1 r r nnot be bandied bout, but perhaps I shall le 
to lend it to somebody temporarily. I,shall w rite tonight, 
ver, po nting out that in lieu of the Victoria, I should 
»r a tape reccrding machine but I shall have to phrase the lett 
'seme care to -void encouraging the gentleman feeling he should 


Charles Cunningham telephoned me this morning to ask 
^kout some historical point and in the course of his conversation, 
he related several points that were much more interesting to me 
thai he could have imagined. He said some body in the ^rt Departm 1 
at the college who r epre sents Assoc iaed Press, in this area, is 
doing an article bout the ne A "iver country which he intends sub ; 
to Holiday. He said that T ‘helma Kyser and some of the ladies 
of the Lemee House association are talking 7 bout c picture hook 
on hate h i toe he s and that he himself hpsarleady purchased some 
:ine paper to do something of the sort, Kv responses were 
*11 in Me "oh’s" and "Ah's" Department but or. placing the 
receiver h -ck on the 'phone, I inmed iately^ turned to my typewriter 
a :ia penned Carolyn a line, saying she had better drop her 
novel for Hastings House and try and get a contract out of them 
for a book on Cane “iver and Natchtic ohe s, for one volume\ and 
one on Melrose under my guidance for a second volume, but 
forthwith. If such a contract can be secured, it can be announced 
in the Natchitoches papers and that will forestall all others 
who momentarily are dreaming up somethinn or the sort . 

So things turn and so turn to "More Echoes" with delight . 


ree things happened this week end that I found 
I learned on first rate authority that Charles 
itor of the Natchitoches Times, was recently c 
Xpert lineotypist and he found one, --in Missi 
and —of all people, - a ne^ro. Whatever 
•les to think of printing a summation of that, 
le against the negro that appeared in Harper s 
"ditor or the rlecion, S,C. Chronicle, I k 
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hut publish it he did, and it wo.s the first copy of work he presented 
to his new lineotypist to do. The negro did it perfectly and 
immediately thereafter was taken to the Natchitoches hospital sufferin', 
from, a heart attack. It seems to me the negro ought to start suit 
against the Charleston Chronicle, Harper's and harles, don't you 
think so. 

The magic of the co-ordination of time and events stv.rck 

rn hi i 4 - 1 . A*—*. W- A A 11 a ... . _ r _ i i i 


'■?'.re artic. 


me with force, too, this week end. I was having a telephone 
conversation* with Hr, Beckerman of he^nterprise when the drift 
of subject natter seemed to make it most logical that I should 
mention the impending appearance of the cook book. He grabbed 
at the bait with even more enthusiasm than I had antic ipa ted, although 
[had anticipated that the co-authorship of this little volume 
and the presence of a. photograph showing a colored and a white 
person working of the booklet would strike him as perfect 
rcvnter-propogwida against all the racket being made by the 
Southern. Governors, the doings of the Mississipi hill billies and 
the convulsions going on at the University of Alabama, 

There was 7 v.ite a bit of talking font putting the thing on 

either or all of the wires services and arranging ' special feature artic 

for newspapers and po sihle some doings for the magazines, 

i. rch lr>th is the tentative date for the release of such data and 

that gives us ample time to make preparations, He*c.sked for an 

appointment to go into the matter on Monday morning when he would 

have re err3ehtatives of at least tv)c of the wire services present, 

Carolyn telephoned half an hour later to say she waspassing this 

way either Icte tonight or early tomorrow morning and I suggested 

he arm herself with ample photographs and if she can arrange her 

schedule conveniently, f shall delegate her to represent me at 

the conference. This would be advantageous for several reasons, 

not the least of which is the act that they can shape the 

publicity more objectivelyif neither participant in the book thing 

is pre lent ±nd then, too, they can a.ppvrtion which p.erson vrill 

take what newspapers for the special fe ture articles, magazines and so 

I cm particularly anxious that Carolyn, for example, should handle the 

Picayune article since she has friendly connections with 

Ogden of Roto and might, undoubtedly could get much more space and. 

more pic urea, in that publication than could, either United Press 

or Assoc iy.ted Press whose notices would automatically go through 

the regular dews section of the paper and' not get the spread 

of the Magazine Section, 

I always did like the month of March and in view of 
'.he statement in the enclosure and the chances of doing something 
with the book, both coming in March . makes it appear that even 
1 8 inthe case of the natal day of little Miss Lee, it bids 
fair to be a nice March this year,,,,,,. 


Monday, February 15th, 19 56* 

^nimsonoo tsA Aki <u sfritioq imauae eeMoeik oJ itvrtt oqc.o 

9 k suoitno esw 1 ,*ooO Aooo aAk \o 9 ok ana qqo ^n.bnaqmi sAk 
'a 1;oui ^0fcot to\ r VQOtq froi'fr frns'sius eatsi ti 80 bjas 0* 

883108 O.Y noiofr ofr Sv. Ofr 8W to\ frlUOi'Wife ti sAr-Pl 

, 1 ’. iono wonts iosd ttaft AJioi soo-utsa aittu sAk \o taJrfroiR sAJ 

* Memorandum ' , ■ 0 ’ « in 

.sti-iTouuX oo8:\i e^toqot sHX .8 : slot *tsA no ala a A* iu total 

Teu will already have neticed fre at the envelope, prier 
te opening itthat the ribben fre* Lyme*has been adjusted 
0 and isapparantly workingjust fine, I feel shame faced 0, 
every tine I think ef the difficulties I must have imposed 
en the eyes of these dearest ts me when I consider, how a .a& 

< faint the tnk must haw bscems as a result ef all the chatter 

o flying up and down this keyboards May I over-hope to 

convey te little Miss Lee hew much these unending examples 
ef devotion mean te ye • v « 8 

8«^ - ' ?*.ri fcna r.oioi- JasilQ 8 l onojaiuod % 8aA ool i li'- JoY." \o 
I am told that the March Holiday is siit and that 
sn page 115 appears a black and 1jhite reproduction ef one 
• 3 . >8i A ef-Clemence'e canvases* I haven^t seen it as yst but am 

o 8 tsld it is guite charming*-) I believe this is one belonging to 
Bob Segleauand was in the'Delgads skew last May, I must 
d, drop Patty a letter tonight te ank if ttsis in Hew-OrleansTi 
or if B§h hay it with him in-Jfew.Isrk • to 1 

Si 8 o A.C.. . to! i '■ a la 1 fcsaeoq ny .00 d nsAui Turn qow oAA 

k;. 0 The sene lesurea are ef net partieular interest althsugk it 

&i was niae hearing frsm Patty and thereiwas-something pathetic about 
peer lay trying ee hard te }o**helpful -in a field in which eke 
has ns talent and epparantly totally un a w a re that Qod has provided 
-her with ee much ts be-get happineee if enly He had endowed -her 
with sufficient imagination te let the flewere blossom in 
K a y « garden, ee heavily^planted with potentials #co- A'- 

Olon’J— , i-.'-.&sh qttfr.'jod tsui 111 alto 8 A S' \o at v iq sAA ((« tasoqqt, 
v; ;:co As for.Irma s letter ,t you mill readily understand from-its 
x penmanship how I-foundsit somewhat difficult te traok down a 
niiarsz -^secretary te decipher its Obviously it was written before peer Irma 
&ii beared anything a beut the reoencilliatien, loam hoping I may have 
i a chaise to chat with her alone when gho is wending-her way baok 
toward California • * 0 . : r , l ok k aJrei-JOJ .in* 1 


toward Calffernia, 


.qj qaS. ot afreimoi t lu\Toloo 


Carolyn finally made it last night &nd *1 had an 

\ji.J 0o3 , 00\8 . ■'i'QS SB8 88 8 00 q»i 8 Ak ,880 VJT88 8 ,v tf to\ aA. 

oouaM on simunssz .newts ioaj ttsU tyi'., t ¥:uota ii 0 

88taio8b i'jor. wU no sA* son^ui\n* ona 

na wlA ’'hLoe’’ to\ i»8J*8'o«i ai aA icoAoi ok 1 ti k i Ja.'J 

Aooo to\ qfri oi S.*;iq Aeaiqe o^ is-teqstn Ri sA one ,esAooii Ao^ot’ 
a nstjo ifcno mu» 3qn<A^ oe S»r.A .noiaoatiio kio nl *oo* 
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.QoGI *<\ >51 

opportunity to discuss several peints with her concerning 
the impending appearance of the ceek book. I was anxious te 
de this as it was evident that my pregram, fer today would 
make it extremely difficult fer me te get te town to discuss 
the matter ef the wrie services with Herr Beckernam and al. 

And so 1 get her off te town a t 8 o'clock and she reported 
later in the day on her role as agent. The reports were favorable. 
ner*. ■■■::'■* v . o-t : • •*;: it - . • 

• Net only did J. H. send me a fleck ef strong arms to have a 
go at-gardening but I had people from the Paris press, a couple ef 
artists from Spain and the Lord knows what all. And at the 
same time, I simply had to get down to the store of the late 
Hyman Cohen where >1 wanted to have a go at the 1887 plantation 
map which somehow-I had remembered that Sister Prances Jerome had once 
spoke about. My thought was that i would be nice to 
have a map made, perhaps BOinohes by 24, bearing the title 
of "Natchitoches, Louisiana's Oldest Town and its Cane 
River Plantations"* * . ■ i 

uoiirouhfl'i’XVT *>ji/a ..U £>eto*q<\o 3tl t'.o 

This was the first tiM I was ever in the Cohen store, which seems < 
it being almost an adjoining property to Melrose, as between here 
and Magnolia* Here I met Hyman Cohen, Jr*, for the second time 
in my life, having encountered him at Celeste's house one night 
10 or 12 years ago, I guess* Be that as it may, I secured 
the map and when Carolyn passed this way later, I placed 
it in her car, asking her to contact the appropraite photostat 
agency to reproduce the thing to propor scale, for the thing is 
s something like-five feet by Yeet, or some such. As you have 
seen this map or a copy of it, you will recall it-to be the 
1887 one showing all plantations along the river with Melrose 
indicated as the property of Louie Metoyer and so on. 

What I propose doing is to sketch in :a few items such as 
a ppaear on the plate of the Cane &iver Counfry design, —Uncle 
Jack and the Cathedral^representing ^atohitoches, the African House 
for Melrose and so on. "hat with color printing so expensive, I thought 
of h a ving it done in black and white and then out two or three sendils 
and h a ve some of my local friends splash on some color* Htstorians 
will like it and it ought to be x$aluable to them while, if sufficiently 
colorful, tourists ought to lap it up. . i t 


Memorandum .: . 

Twenty million different modes of expression couldn't 
begin to convey my delight this morning when the postman - 
handed me not one bv.t two Valentines from Lyme. 

. , ’ _ '•>*( • •_ • : J 1 \ \ • . ;■ - i " 

Like Saint Abraham's .birthday , so Saint Valentine's day 
had somehow arrived without me realizing it. What witi all 
the Republican speeches on the occasion of Lincoln's birthday, 
it would seem, that 1 should have realized it-.was in the offing, 
c nd in truth, I d}d, hit as to which particular daySaturday 
or Sunday, 1 wasn t sure, a s nothing in louisicna near here 
is. i done to c-cirnecrate the occasion, what with business houses 
functioning us usual, schools in full operation aiid the 1. S. 

<3 metis being delivered as on any other »•» holiday. And then, 
after the St. Abraham thing had been fried up, here I was, face 
to face with St. Valentine at preciesly the moment -the letters 
from Lyme hit the old <. aint slap an the nose. 

^ . 1 > . •* • ^ 

I levs the card and its message, and the covering portraits 
although not of a religious saint, and all the contents of the 
envelope plus all the lines in the companion piece and so my 
day has been bubbling . oyer with happiness . 

Blessings on Lyme and blessings on little Miss Lee and 
the symbolic signature which went straight to my heart. 

And thaks, too, for all the particulars included in your letter, 
. and for the clipping covering Mrs. Eisenhower'»,letter. I have 
peeple coming Thursday evening whe still den t believe there ever 
was such a letter, as it has never appeared in print in this seotien 
a nd has never been mentioned en the radio and it it will 
accordingly afford me ast pleasure to call this to their attention, 
and doubly eo a s they are Eisenhower enthusiasts and at the 
same tine subject to convulsions at the mere thought that one 
of their or any other white child should ever enter a school under 
whose roof there might also be a child of oolor. It affords me 
se much xest fer living, —keeping the banners of Tolerance flying, a 
* ; how happy T am that your true hand is the one’ which has given me 
the banner. iTi e 

, ' i-.. • ■ s . — • no* " ; U< 


And so things turn and 
















gUte'.ir..-' ' —•Twp mSS-i‘: s - 
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/ad thanks for telling me at out the Natchitoches Nntperprise 
and I shall be delighted to send it along regularly. *.s 

it is sometimes difficult for me to track down the name of the 
sul scr iber which, I believe, is always stamped on Hie 


upper right hand corner 


front page, .1 shall be glad 

if you will glance to that spot on opening so that you may eradicate 
it if I fail to. do so, 

f am. glad to knew that your neighbor's operation, similar 
to that which is contemplated „ or the elderly lady, finally cc.m.e 
to a successful conclusion. I think the 1 ccal patient has 
c personality much like that of aunt hi.Hie, strong and dominant, 
and that is sometimes c help in such coses, perhaps, —the will to 
recover, although 1 suppose tissues heo 1 slowly when 75 years of a gt 
Just as . a. s bones seem mighty laggcrdlyabot t mending, too. 

/nr s eck ng of the latter, J chanced to he in the stere this 
afternoon when he received a telephone call ro n New rleans, 1 
believe, it was. Be that as it may, it was leng distance 
from a Leng, —Earle by name. The Governor seems to turn to 
J. H, frequently and in the present instance, he was telling him 
that he .did not want in the new Letgislature Bozeman and 
Marjorie Fredericks, know nothing much aheut Boseman, except 
a s a frequent pilgrim here, but Marjorie Fredericks I know rather 
well. Nhe is the t\ife of Hereto r or rather cz-L enator Fredericks 
who-, as Love mar Lcny's Fzec lit i ve Secretary four years ego, dispense 
r.i ch putrcn.age for the ° vernor, vc. mention 1 * a measure of their close 
end it was Fredericks who received ihe ^uke end uchess of Windsor 
phon- they were in Louisiana. Lu appe.rar.tly thi Fredericks and 
He Lou„s have fallen -cut for sene reason or cthxr. Cn the day 
fell owing the primary, in which Berg was successful, he telephoned 
Marfarie a. „-ak (•>/«a he cci'ld dg to Iqpd her a Lend in the run— 

, ’dff unf v>hc promptly old hinshe d. ■ dn . need l ie help, 
s • - 6 -iZ 5 • '.1*i ■ 5" • V M*: 

Par. l e past BO yea s or «o* >~.enc.1xm‘ redericl s he s been on tht 
i. arc F. or,Kansas and semthirg or ether reilread and said 
railroad pays ihe highest taxes of any.go, pern in the Farish, and 
Carmen ireczecle's Irither ef Lqfiii lcige is the Louisiana ch ef 
council of the railroad and so J-redericl s yets his orders from 
scad, ^veatea'ls , end thus are entwined the tangled tl eads of 
las ineoc and pci Hies, 

'• j --\ .i.'ai vV: 'la. HiV! L *tc\ 4 S r - Atsiifi 06 

Cur warm tenpei. tvres and scattered showers centinuq, a happy 
combination for growing things in the garden, And today 6 post was 
a happy combination for things that flourish in the heart..,,,. 


vo o x, t' v i.bo o t. i > c u. £ > y oo v/uv 6 > v | i ^ v- ^ 

although 1 suppose tissues hec 1 slowly when 75 years of a gt 
. B. s bones seem mighty lcpygardlyaboi t mending, too. 


this 

1 


at; art 

'! 6-6 

HOiftOSr 6 


6 bn 


Hi iiaitoai na:no as ortqataJ^ arcos n»'x\ LLco aonaAeib a 

IV ' Wednesday, February 15th, 19 56. 

e.tu anartfr fcaafrenabKii 'jartS iartJ bito rtfr&I rtono" \jab<u'C ho 
ana Hoi JaJ hoL 1 ^ asonia* to 6* o-i 6 vj j snc\ 

6..nrtJ At i 1 .friaiv a rtoua T*\ ws 6* . urtwroa oo 
ire »i|M \|i Anan «i a4 ait *4 anAa*' Ala 

yon nn 1 at* aal auiiiaoc^ a blartrtJ^oj ^ % 8aana^eHi rtto4 Hi 

Memorandum *> ' * 

it. « a-v 36 c nnos\(;6 ** \j4 IiaeiubL eow yii 0 are A a U a a-6- 

Another busy day and pure summer, what with the thermometer 
to up to 80. But winter is schedule* for tomorrow again with 
■ ». r a- high in the 50*«* Something lower is promised for the next day 

i and. the maganeliae, all that are out, which ie te say, all that 

^ will blossom thie year, will get nipped probably, but better 
--v * - they be^hipped new than a month., hence• 

$ uioi W a a4 frrtv. MAoj 8i:oeJ>an r.5v.o- qp -j• o/J 
a a • The record player which Jasue sent arrived today. It ie 

. .• very light ef construction* and abeut the sire, perhaps a little 

smaller, than my reading machine, - eert ef an ever night bag eert 
6 0 of things* t.t' “ y \ - o '- 6- ■ ' *■ ■■■-■ 

noo ana ^ uXoi ' ,o u:6iu i.i t <^i!iJaanaiMi a' *inon a Hi 1 ,9 

Being ee fragile, it ef tevree arrived in piecee, but by 
■ dint of doing, *ugene go* it pieced together again, the revolving 

table reset, the needle b a ck in. place, etc, eto. I can operate 
it alright although neither ef us could find the thing which 

t keep the table from turning at aeon as it ie turned on but 

,.’v: ;a nt f '11 probably find that eventually f It ie ee niee having this 
,ivi a. " spare, what.with my regular pachine having just about played out. 

>. , ’.urtJno! R86J.iaa» 6~. -art.t a a iu a^rtaun .• . v, 

V . aa. nn I think I have found out, net why but rather hew the 

,r, ' ;r. ribbon get out of whack yesterday • The whole thing seems to 

r have stemmed from the spool on the left Jumping from ite 

6 j i socket. At leaet I can pueh that back in* place and perhape 
.a— <6x a tome day J c *kaJJ discover the reason for it oonetinet 
- , kioking*>over. the traces• In the mean time, I tend te held 

my breath and pray the Lord it will oentinue going along 
emeethly. 

^nitjsqe t trtoin n6AJo 6: J jn6><a6nt aoi 1 * arti - %Hit;j6rt naiXrw 

t \nn%L a 'i I intended te s ay, yesterday- that it seems odd that neither 

n of uo have-heard anything from Life concerning therenewal. Perhaps 
. on they tine the announcement for the delivery of the first 

issue, in the newnseries or subscription. Be that at it may, all 


on i At 


i remains silent on the natter as*of upito MWk^" 

.on. iiaxiW h»6ln\ Anats K;o wort ei nawarti.aai 111 • J a ^ 

vi\Hn I can’t recall if I mentioned" yesterday that 1 Carmen Breaseale 

called te aek if delegatee attending a.Poet.Mastor'f cenvenitton 
in Natchitoches night make a pilgrimage on March 4th. being a 
Sunday. She called again today te eay she had Just had 
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Neither of us can write 
much but we sure can 
mark our initials: 


a long distance call from seme telephene organisation in 
, Oklahoma City, stating that 41 are csuing te u atchitocheo 
en Sunday March 18th and that they under steed there was 
primitive Art te he viewed at Melrese Plantatien and 
ceuld semething he arranged for such a visit, I wish these 
eld ceek books were being te he ready and te hand hy then, But 
in heth instances, I withheld a positive Tes as I am net 
sure what eitherthe Henry er the Lestan pregram will he that far 
a head and Oaklahoma City was advised hy telephene accerdingly # 

. -» * ' : , J :i -.«U * ■ m.r' v.o ■ ... \jert \ 

I mentioned te Celeste the ether day that a ceek heek was 
scheduled fer appearance shortly, and in view of her uncontrollable 
x glee at the prospect of a party, apked her if she would like te 
give an autographing party fer the co-authors at the Lemee 
House, Te my surprise, she didn t leap at all, in fact she even 
thought up a dozen reasons why ft might he difficult if net 
. impossible, none of whioh had te do with what I really think 
» a s in the b ack of her Hind, —the presence of Clemence, I let the 

m a tter drop slap, -I^hall take up the matter, with somebody 
else and when the thing comes off, she'll he the first one 
out in front. It's interesting, in view of what one can 
do fer the Lemee House sn her appeal, she.cannot do anything 
by way of a gesture at least. But such an attitude should certainly 
cone.asany surprise, 

r, ■' *• •« • hr, i '■ > L.-J ■ t o i •. - * • • . . ; 

’ Everybody up and down the State is talking about the 
reproduction, page. 115, they remark, oddly enough, t 'ef Clemence *• 
canvas in Holiday, which, even more oddly, I haven t seen as yet, 

J, H, rushed into the picture buying business forthwith and 
presented a Hunter canvas yesterday to District Attorney Hughes for 
e his office, Hothing, it appears, is so successful as success. 

And did I mention the other day had ordered a couple of 
v the General, One thing he doesn t know and that is that his wife 
wo uld°never have such a thing in her house, you nay be sure, —ouch 
a thing anf besides, painted by a nigger. Poor Madam Merchant- 
iPlantor, peer Madam Generali i 

»«*>•» 

After hearing the Vice President the other night, speaking 
to the Republicans, —it would, of coursebe at the Waldorf, I 
was convinced the Presidential mind had *««n made up in favor of 
running again and the physicians' report-confirms my opinion, 
t What a pity ouch a good man should be in the hands of 

ouch policy, —if any, - makers The biggest pussle in my mind 
about Mr, Eisenhower is how he can stand friend Jfixon and 
.9 v. think him so wonderful, Surely there'o no accounting 
for taste,,,,,, j;t •> , •>.■>,<» - \z. 

,iw si AmuM ii« S-'i. \ ■ ■ . ) 

j» A * aAe v ft o-r \>o$ «: haLLoo a*V<i . 


L'imjj 9* \ os ft'ot* t it ft 'hi! et ft 1 9»••• 

Thursday, February 16th, 19 56. 

;-i ©ii v u^W tap. ii Ae au hit.' .hoe; os 


ift . . i.ti'.nor fti AA m*! 1; o > l ''\ •> lai Ay>UgM& LUM 

.evjie 9 a-?m;tt anon agoA felnno aAt \Jt 

. Memorandums' . - > i'A. t%A sleA I ,%L«ao 

©At AoAoi ^iaSioaTft, suus r.ati a A aiiis ia . aAft 

■ As have-been remarked before, you don't redly have 
to be but it certainly helps vut a lot if you are,,,,,. 


And so the rubber stamp came to hand today and 1 knocked 
off a few on paper ouch this, but folded in the middle so 
l ichen turned around, it would suggest the fly leaf of 
a book, Thrice across the cotton patch before I found the 
artist a* home Put eventually 1 secured her C H, after 

■ • • m — mm . m . m , , , * « m . , m i a J • 


^ r. \ aftrev atb homo put eventually l secured her u H, after 
t <which I appended mine and sent thest off to the photographer 
« to selept the moot likely looking one whioh might be inserted 

>in a book of appropriate site and the picture * struck" 

, so it may be used for *thei phi icity •* < • 

.cji©iaAni tii' z noiAr.a oi - 
I may have mentioned the other day that when I spoke 
- to Celeste about giving an autograph party at the Lemee House, , o’ 1 
she fross\ Well, J, H, a nd Celeste are in Hew Orleans for 
0 couple of days the time seemed excellent to take ^ ^ 0 < 
o up the partyi business elsewhere, !• accordingly called the 

o' President's house at the oolloge and- got John instead of 

his wife. Ho said she has been away for 5 days but is 
v. returning tonight, I told him what 1 had in mind. Ho said 

he would tell her a bout it immedately upon her arrival and 
o. t '-he knew she would be- delighted with the'party idea and that 
he, himself, wanted an invitation', *■» Then • I called Mildred 
Cunningham and told her what was cooking. She, before I 
x get to the party part, as it were,' said she would like to 
. 5 interrupt ms for a moment ts ask if we couldn't have a party 

9 .- at the Lemee House,' She said she'would favbr^having it on 
o s sa Sunday when-lote of husbands.could a 0 company their wives, 
v. i, a I confessed' to her that a party was -what I had been conjuring 
e up and she was delighted with the prospect,■ And so there 

will be a party, as originally plannedand now all we need is some 

a) hoe»\ titi o ft*tl .tai'tai iiuit c 

.Vftivjni- \ . C01UH 9 V JtT T9JJ9.4 . >;l.4 haoit 
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:;*>\ ■sAl- eenoij inalloQ a<\4 bano'^. duo bno^an m«r.- 

baonutan enalauon* aA* iiiruu j;oir easn^^'J abt «‘.i 
n ia*\4 '.s ba • * ‘jltoaVtaq baraaa oho - «: . .4.'° i a-aan' a»vt 

. ■ . n : ii <y «• - • # v •• * a ‘ 

Hi ban ■. ataaiaO aiiUw l:V: a o ^ l li m oh 3w *. l ’>Ho4diir 

ilemerandum j i irvja v • swo .i 

V o • z V i ,J V : ‘ « t < i- • ’ * C - 7 ■ i:. 

We seem te he in an ether temade eeasen and several ef then 
•, *. are said te be swirling a beut in the Dallas - Little Beck area. 

And this is easily believed, what with all the crackling geing 
en in the radie as that catching a news breadcast is up hill business 
.a nab iff.. . <.i.T.ooa* - bno^a . 

It's always nice hearing frem Helen and altheugh her letter 
centained little by way ef news, whatever she has te say is 
. usually ceuched se gayly hat it's a pleasure te run threugh it, 

c a o' saac' i'.! o Looauii\ A7al\ 4" f c>u r ^ 

' Oddly eneugh, I bad written her but last night se that 
the peatman this mevning in handing me hers, received the 
ene I had dashed eff te her. Recalling that she and James 
had dene something by way ef shewing Clenenoe things 

i n their respective sectiens ef the ceuntry t I theugh I 
a d better let her %uew abeut the sliday article sr 
, i repreductien and en tfeat greunds I wretes I'm always a little 
hesitant a beut writing tee eften in that directienf fearing that 
ny epistles will inspire her te head eut in this directien 
fer a week end, dragging tee many peeple with her,- I 
think Helen ceuld enjey a day er twe at Melreee witheut a fleck 
v. ef peeple but she likes te drag peeple with her and I deubt if 

she has ever sampled being alene much se that a oeuple ef 
peeple te her prebably seems like the end ef the werld, 

? i.', noa*A nt o t&uw 4i iii 00 Sruoi., \jnLVi. s&i . 

.8 a,\4 tenoo na*\iro Aooa to env.nab *aa.3 ^iwuaortinatei e nab la 


repert as te when the beeks will be available• 

, bn ■ i • ■ ' Vl*t % •- n 

Se far, a« geed. And we shall see what we shall see. 

Madam Millspaugh telephened me this merning, asking 
if she ceuld have seme Hunter canvases fer the stere. 

She ceuld, I teld her qkaut the impending oeek beek, &he 
said she felt sure the item was precisely what the 
teurists weuld grab, I called Carmen, She said the 
. Chamber ef Gemrieroe weuld like te steck plenty ef them, 

Then la Millspaugh telephened me back, asking if she might 
cene dewn this afternsen at 4 and piok up seme piotures . She 
might, I was vaguely taken ahaok when she arrived, net alene, 
but with Madam Aswell and that lady, newly ef Black Lake whe v as 
here a week age o ith her husband,They oarried eff 6 er 8 
canvases, after h a ving a leek at -the magnelia situatien, 
and that was..that, &ut in the meai-time, I was having te 
r\-five seme attentien* te werkmen, jacking up smaller oabins 
1een heuse, etc,, te place new feundatiens under them, net 
te mentien a few interruptienjs, 

\j "• lo a;.:--Tii-.ai a » \ 

o I was regretful I had te miss my f a verite news cetmentaters 

tenight but antiquated b a by sitting acress the fence was 
» in erder and altheugh I get heme in time fer Cenversatien 

ef Thursday night- F a diman fame, I discevered the static was 
se terrific, I ceuld hear nething . A celd w a ve was scheduled 
te hit us this merning but*>it enly get as far Seuth as 
, Shrevepert and there turned back and eastward, •*nether frigid 
wave just behind the first is scheduled fer Friday night but 
it is slewing dewn, tee, the-Feather Bureau reperts, and 
I like that alright, tea, '-a i ' 1 «‘ 

%•< :y. . iJUa* 8v>. -• vs* v : *ur o*Hj ' 

, i ; The gardey was part cularly levely by meenlight, when I 
returned frem Madam Regard's Man*, ef the petals have 
fallen frem the magnelias, miking levely patterns en the 
grass and withal, glistening where the msenbeams strike 
,~the dew dreps in their levely chalices . It gees witheut 
sayingi ef ceurse, that the perfume pervading the gardens is 
heavenly, i Lv.. a: , tn. a* ii 

Fergive a dull letter. It's a littie late and my head is 
nedding. Better •» the merrew, I trust . 
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Sunday, February 19th, 19 56* 

ouiuoe jcknu ■;*.<* no v*iat a Li i 

.-ouV- W Aariui -ii 5 U: w i,ai':ovl br.c ./.ac-o- 

eooj ii fetto •moo .b:.uan aeonlaU o aso«n* 4 \© , 

* 0o 4 , kU3v..> Mil. •v.‘ KiuoM ai ess-.o'v. .v .ii.oeusiq 

.i‘i2>-;bV » • ,aii:JS-vr t«<*ew"ij»*4'l Ji9% -iK: •? lt< 

Memerandumi t v - 

• *o e .. ^ " : * ■ : - 

Such a lovely quiet weekend and se warm that ene can 
readily be lullled inte-belief that Winter might be; expected 
t$ have.withdrawn^permanently with its /rente and /»•«•*•»• I haven t 
neticed any greenery in the konono eectien ae yet but the hardy 
pear trees have plenty ef tender green leaves among kheir *2 
and a /rest went ± hr hurt the pear leaves but probably the butterfly 1 
«fd ready shewing twe er three inches-ef 19 56 grewth will get nipped bach 
, -)§efere anether month has rolled^ 'round. <. 

a . I enclese a ceuple ef letters that came in Saturday s peat 
n ; a nd weuld ash that yeu dispese ef the ene making reference to 
9 . certain demestic harnenies. I'm wendering what he has in mind by 
way ef publicatiens, as referred te in the Hamiltonian section. 

I think it is always better te try publicatien ef the c *ne iver 
picture beeks threugh an established publishing keuse first, but it 
is nice te knew that ether presses may be eiled te the turning peint 
in case the established publishers sheuld preve contrary. 

In the letter from James, the suggestien regarding a sert 
ef glerified irthday card for Holiday seems te have merit, a s 
iffby the brush ef the lecal artist. I shall t**2#r* ffreund a 
little te see just what axes are te be grewned in the Heliday 
werkshep se that we may use the Art Hditer, already sold en Hunter 
canvases, as agent te present the thing, and se give it proper 
evaluatien te the Hoard, sr* in case the Cane iver artiole 
en which Carolyn has.seme films and a text new ready, may be presented 
' at this time teethe Editor in chief, in which case the Trojan 

herse ef the Birthday greeting might be used as a gesture ef 
.. . geed will te which he mayUtespend by giving prompt and favorable 

*. censideratien te the artiole»\ Charles Cunninghamj when telling me in 
telling me that semebcdy qt the College.is attempting a Cane*iver 
,, .article fer Heliday, did a geed service te our si*« far as it 

provided an impetus te get the thing geing and,-let us 
j ass Hunter.s oanyds \of the birthday party may be ®f helpful 

in this bend ef the river getting ahead ef the bend further up the reat 


Madam Regard and I graced the frent gallery acress the fence 
in the darkness tenight until the travelers returned frem 
the Crescent City. Everyene seemed perfectly fitted te their accuste 
pattern, - J. H. as bland and cellected as always, the Lester Hughes 
husband and wife, as nermally cerdial while Celeste appeared in her 
usual bundle ef excitement. Iif seems that she likes te 
play cards en Saturday but isn t sure if she is geing te have 
Zeith and Betty Ceurager fer dinner at neen en Saturday and 
ae yeu can readily imagine hew distressing it must be if there's 
a chance card playing in tewn might have te be cancelled 
once. And se the tempst in the teapot swirls and hew J^ H, and 
Madam Regard avoid becoming whiling dervishes f I weuldn t knew. 

:■: . «•> -> ,-V *• 

The artist's mother in law, probably seme years her junior, has 
had a stroke and has'been uncenscieus during the past 84 hours. 

I'm just waiting fer a fleck ef funeral canvases te be turned out as 
a result ef all this excitement, since her helper’s mama 
cannot possibly survive very long. 

. - 1 ■■ • . •• j .* • J j 

And down at Magnolia, Miss Sally is making elaborate plans fer 
her birthday en Monday. It seems she invited her 
sister, Mary David, of Alexandria, te come up and spend a pro¬ 
longed week end te help her celebrate but Mary deolined, having 
spqnt a week at Magnolia at Christmas time and at that time 
having a good opportunity to observe hew selfish Miss Sally oeuld 
be., *nd,so ary said she would come up fer a few hours en Monday 
but wasn t geing te spend the night. When Miss Sally pressed ary 
te find out why, Mary casually explained that she ceuldn t be 
feeling around Magnolia for days when at heme her cat was 
geing te have kittens. I suppose Miss Sally is about 85 and 
probably Miss Mary a beut 80 and it nust be a picnic te hear the 
elder sisterthrewing sweet dangers at each ether acress the tea cups. 


! V. ■ ■> • v.-tn t V ’■ 

The library at the college called me regarding the file they 
a re compiling en Clemence. They thought they were missing a 
Heliday reproduction ef ene ef her ,; paintings. '; It turned out they 
had net qs yet received their arch issue and assumed what 
people were talking must have been in seme earlier issue. 

• . ; , > ■ •: i. -t • y:\ > ■ • v; on A -‘. * 

The bevy ef Shreveport artist turned out te be alright today, 
but I’m praying fer a rainy Sunday and the quiet it «ay afford bet le 
and at Lyme...... \ . r ; * 
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. . O : L . :'ft‘,i ' •*% . » 

R obina sent me a wire en Saturday a/terneen, saying she and 
Edward Jenes and Leuisa Gregory would be with her sn Sunday 
afternoon to make a Melrose round, They came and it was 
altogether pleasant . Mr, Jones is having difficulty getting back 
into any sort of interesting pursuits, following his wife's death, 
a nd as his sister-in-law, Louisiana, is a camera enthusiast as f 
well as he, the flowering of the Chinese magnolias seemed to 
offer an excellent excuse for inviting them down, which I did, Althou$ 
it was humid, cloudy and warm, the sun did break through while they 
.were here and I think they got some nice pictures, and best off all, 
they asked if they might come back in April, suggesting that today's 
go-round started interest in photography once more, and that delighted 
l ion 3i’-i 8b b *• *'■ » • frnuA %t 4 ritocj s- v ;;; : 

I thought &obina'looked wonderfully well and when she held a match 
for my cigarette, I noticed it was not shaking, also a good sign, 

She said there had been something in the papers about Dr, Wenk being 
in an automobile accident a few days earlier and that herns in 
the hospital, painfully but not t seriously shaken up. His elder 
son was here yesterday but'didu t mention anything about it so I 
guess it couldn't have been very serious, 

* * v bUB’O «>.'> u o |Y>J .t ybi l -:t\. \jlJr c■' nils* 1 ■' ■ * \i.'< ft 1 

t Robina said she had learned that the Iris Society plans to pass th] 

way on April 5 th which is interesting news, &y then I am hoping 
the cook books will be to hand and perhaps I can direct attention in 
that direction instead of in the floral areas, 

o ot • r. os ■ T -0 1 6 ftsv - V, tsiisi *> t* 

Madam Beaufort telephoned me as between this paragraph and the 
above, naturally, sf/ie wanted me to do something for her, give her 
a 9sb •/ flowers, etc,, etc,, but the primary reason was to tell me 
that years ago Mrs, Moore had told her something a keut the origins 
of the Breaseale family in the *Vioksburg area and Mrs, 

Moore had not responded to her letter of a few months back and would I 
get the information for her from Mrs, Moore, For about a year now, 
Beth has been gunning.for Carmen Breaseale and Beth now is attempting 
to take a whack at Carmen because of her great, great grandfather's 
origin which I think it typically Beth and typically lousey. She 
asked me if I would write Mrs, Moore right a way, I told her I would 
write her tonight, - and I will, —and tell her to communicate not a 
word with Madam Beaufort, The killing part of the business is that 
t I know the whole Beneology of ijhe ^reaaeale family, how they figure in 
Mrs, Stowe s "Key to Uncle Tom s Cabin", etc,, but 


i 


Madam Beaufort never suspected that. 


tii\3 iW 


And so begins a new week and may your week end have been as peacej 
as mine, or better, without even a Beaufort to brush off,,,,,. 


Monday, February 80th, 1 956. 

. ft ,0*4 s Aloft .."l O ’ 4 lo*U\ ft •.V.ft U; ••.•4 t ftjj 

, v so i *> n ' .1 oft If 14!.»'.■ ft. t;. bftiy « X t •,'fbi •• o'\. 

s i;o4 IIir b.ift ' ,o n Aftoifo b«e llioi .'o\j si «1 

&siV o f.ft i 1 oft si ft . ft i‘ft 8bij£)'. 9 .o slqs'fj . , v,r.w*4 eft 

Memorandum* 

• t , 

/vL r» _ -A. J 1__ —__l _t. J-- u. ■» _l j> 


I send it hlong as a typical example of Long methods in 
politics, 

nobody, iiicjuding Marjorie Fredericks, seems to know what is 
biting the Governor-elect/ Her husband has always been thicker 
th a n thieves with the'Longs and seYved both as Executive Secretary 
^iidlater as head of the Welfare Department’ under Earle during the 
former term, o «i‘ ?.»>s b >»*V4 

Before sending this letter to everyone in the Parish, Earle 
consulted several of his friends and acquaintances, telephoning, 
among others, J, R,, from Mew rleans J, H, says he advised him 


strongly against sending it a nd understands that everyone else 
frowned on it but a Long, being a Long/got a ll 'the advice he 


could, —and then went ahead and paid hot the slightest attention 
< to it. since i*t all ran contrary to his impulse for vindictiveness, 

Two points'made by the letter sound mighty strange : 
r > 


t n, 

. 


i\ft" 0 'X V 


use this as a reason is beyond imagining, when one considers Earle 
. s has twice and h' half times been in the Governor's chair, his 
brother/ Huey, mulched the State to the tune of millions, his 
brother, George, is currently U, S . Representative aiid employs his 
wife on the public payroll as secretary while his nephew, Russell, is 
Un, S, Stenator and his brother-in-law wrecked fhe Cabildo while 
serving on that publib Payroll, But, then, consistency never was 
a n attribute'of a politician/I reckon, 

U. a, , • ' 0 . 

..V .’ft 8 Tb'.eb 0 t -ft; S ^ , . 

The "come-on" to negro voters has a distinctly humorous side, in 

his Dromiss to. build them,the finest trade school in the State a»d 
pat UW natchltoches, Apparently nobody told Earl the thing 

is already built and will be formally opened shortly • Oh', hum. 
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ut, after all that preliminary talk about tom¬ 
foolery, may I invite your attentien te the ether enclosure• 

In it you will see aneth r ef the million proofs coming 
to hand for a couple of decades that it is to little Hiss Lee 
the credit goes for cutting holes in the clouds to let in shafts 
of sunshine. Obviously, had little Miss Lee not glimpsed the 
notice about Recordings for the Blind, had clipptd it and 
sent it along, Lemtan would still be stumbling around in the 
<• dark, being misled by one public agency after another, particularly 
the Libraryy of Gonfiess., up one blind 0 JIey and down another 
dead end siHreet, getting precisely no where in the search for 
an education (apologies to Henry Adams)# On reading 
this letter from Mrs. O'ffeill, you will be as astonished as I, 
no doubt , that there is every willingness to r'ead a 
dictio ary, appa rantly as a matter of course • What astonishment 
with casualness brought me, —after_all the pulling and hauling 
around with Congress, Foundations, etc. I shall write the 
lady tonight, pointing out that before undertaking the reading, 
we might cast about to s£e if we cannot find somebody, like Ziegler, 
to defary the expenses in order to get a round the clause 
that denies poeple the opportunity to have and to hold such a 
recording since a dictionary is unlike other text books in that 
it iS something that gannot be learned but must be qonsultd over and 
over again', especially for people like he who h a ven t seen 
one in 80 years. I think it should be self evident that 
some oundation should make it’possible for the blind to purchase 
the recorded dictionary at something like 85 cent’s a page,as is 
possible in certain recordings of the Bible since'I cannot imagine 
a dictionary doing anybody in Louisiana, so, much good, if every time 
he wanted to look up the spelling of a word he had to send to 
Hew Fork to borrow a recorded dictionary to do so. But now 
we a re on the track, I feel certain, and what's more, it appears 
that this organisation will be atle to lend me all sort of things 
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Tuesday, February 81st , 1956# 


ft 041 i 


L ,i;.r i ft- 

8.; fcftSi: ft* ii.V-15 Q. 

oi AoiiVv-- fti'Hftv: ■' 

Memorandum : 


<\am 31 
oi stiftii i. 
*o.r lo'j 


itii :w 

>1 \ i JT\ k - 4 

) yi bftibi;j>A 
8 Zt ‘‘*(3 i’.u. i >• ft A 


,0 AO* * 58 
frftWfte ft* 


Sy o 


Only at this late hour of the day does it occur to me 
thpt there will be neither in-coming nor out-going mail on 
the morrow a !t & bo I shall hold open the envelope to include 
tomovrow’s memo with this one. > 7 « ’ J i 


- 1 i ft* -r 


>ju ,-»z 


. 3 o ,u ft v. 


r. 


u 


jL " l v , ■ ■ t-•' ■. — » - - 

Today's post wasn't much but I enclose a couple of pieces 
t to keep you abreast with doings. 

Via -y\ ft/ T t ft4tcis' 0» 3:. 0 V ' » ft Vi i 3T 05 • CL T »U ft ft* ft A#** 

ft A i I 


If memory serves, James plans to head out of for the Bluff 
on March first which would suggest that if he makes a round up this 
way prirr to that date, he had better get a wove on? especially 
if he is to avoid Saturday and Sunday, —always impossible days. 


bftte 


VII <5‘ 


31 ' 

C i 


z'i t lift so.: 


like Brushing up on Tour&erman, and such like which I w a nted to do yea 
n go but never could track down the books. I'm as happy as 


x 

•i 1 »if 


ft 1 ; t *\fti- . n 
ft AS r,o ft Vi'. 


.go 

a clam about the whole thing and I have but one person to thank 

1 f” *V toPPiness. ' 

.tsiftAnfth a.' • \j*t i^ftioft* tc IUtij c 

Our Spring weather"continues, fairly warm and quite humid and gre 
guns are booming in the Vegetation section. The only item 
in the 1st calss'mail was the enclosure, but it was certainly worth 

saokful of lesser stuff . 

* 

fraftiu'V ftj'-x.rft i bii l* ,9#U«W Alii 

.Til7*5 OC 0 h » SftnOOJ T A?»o uv. III •-> 


i.C-ft. -JO 


fti ( 


,v. 




ui t ft iia s' ri r 
bno ftJii'i ftAJ 

iiiAi ft.'i Li • ■'•7 jfcaftft# _ ... . , 

. * •\|IAriftAft ftqo \iLIdsho\, ft* Ww Ui«i vs --’jiLc ft* 


j( i 


S ft 0 i> 10 

t ftllfi 
uifth 


I am hoping that his sojourn at the Bluff may be of 
short duration, not only for the general peace of mind all around 
but also because it is obvious that the cook book will not be 
off. the press prior to his departure and I think it helpfuful 
for someboedy to encourage the printer from day to day when it gets time 
for the thing to go into the presss. Asyou will note from his letter, 
there still is no tentative date given for thex preb a bl-e t 
availability of the book and this , of course , throws into confusion 
my plane for the autographing party, as the absence of a date for the 
party is bounds to leave one in the dark as to whatever 
publicity may becontrived in advance to make the thing a success. 

Frankly, too , I shall tend .U push the autogrphing j* rty d ate back 
somewhat beyond the promised date of delivery of the books for I can 
well imagine that tomething may go wrong at the last moment and 
I certainly don't want to get everything lined up in tom for a frolic 

»nd then have ns books to autograph. ' ' 

t •>"<& $4 biiiow uk5\;.i;’w 

As for the letter from that Marshall woman, one notes that she 
is about to get into the bigraod again. I shall welcome this opportunity 
that will be presented by her passing this way to get a few points impres 

. ftO - ! '■ e 4 1ft 0 J-'IO ; 5 >T 0 0 iV 

itiLloa ftAfr v.i • r.irtooo s’ ftfte o>v 

roiei'ifti ft*;* i'o v >uuA o* ov. si o a.ii 

coinc si*\ ioftWft l3 '* \j»’.oue ft* 
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the initial sektch of the pictorial nap, 1 think this nap 
thing might he something that may well be used a s an item to be 
handled by direct advertising, —which ought to appeal to James, since 
he always seems so interested in some such business, 

k Jj 

Friend Beckerman told me a while back that some little old 
town in Hew England, —I think Hew Hampshire was the *>tate, got out 
2 pictorial map of the town and, being sponosored by the local 
Rotary C18b, one each of said maps was sent to each Rotary Club 
in the United States, saying that, —in the covering letter,- 
that the said Rotary Club was trying to do something or other and 
if the recipient Club cared tjo send them one dollar for said map, they 
would be ever so appreciative, Marvelous to relate, there are 
seventeen thousand Rotary Clubs in American and as something like four fit 
them sent in their dollar, the organisation really made quite a killing, 
Rometiking tells me I ought to organise the Melrose Rotary Club and 
. see that can be done along parallel lines. 

There's one thing „bout today's run off primary in Louisiana 
that makes me terribly impatient to learn the results of 
today's voting. At supper tonight, that man with a sore arm confided 
that that outrageous pseudo Ku Klux bunch of hill billiem, 
operating under the title of "The Southern Gentlemen", are backing 
a man in one of the southern parishes for some important political 
job, — Sheriff, I believe, or some such and that the 
"Southern Gentlemen" don't know it, but the mother of the man 
being supported by these racial bigots is a mulatto, —from 
Lafayette, or some such, 1 believe, aturally, I'm praying the 
Lord that for once a candidate of "The Southern Gentlemen" will 
be successful, It is to be hoped, of course, thpt nobody ever 
finds out about the man's genealogy, but what a laugh on the 
said "Southern Gentlemen" if their pet candidate does succeed and 
it turns out he is not 100 per cent lily white, I understand 
the man is married into a. family of the proudest social prtentions 
a nd the tragedy would be dreadful, if the news ever comes out, and yet 
the knowledge,of the thing might turu the "Southern Gentlemen" into 
r.e a laughing stock, and so there would be gerat advantage i 
to society in general if that organisation were laughed and 
hooted out of existence, 

And so to the radio to seq what's cooking in the polling places 
and just how firm a grip Earl is going to have on the Legislature, 
which, undoubtedly, will be strong enough to effect his chicanery . 


Wednesday, February 22nd, 19 56. 

J i v.oa \0 » 

* .Vi . o «J us:in*. • -o'c 

ned ic .How 34-abio 
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Memorandum: 

„ 0 0 

• And so here we are at the clofe -of the founder's Birthday, and 

o . . . JC. - A . • . _ a 


AI»U O V II v » W U/V/ l « V* v v * v ww w . — ' ' ~ --— V 9 

l'm'bound to say it was somewhat on the curious side, as a day of 
celebration, just as most national holidays are, as observed in 


these 


carts, 

.... .... — «. 

I-don't know if the stores in town were closed or not. The local 
one wa s not, I had assumed that schools would be t closed, 
naturally, but they werein't in this region, Isn t that odd. 

On the plantation, it wasn't precisely a holiday and yet 
neither was it a "day of labor. Every mother's son headed out for 
town this morning to get the second go-round of Diaster commodities 
and all were b a ck in time to go to the Remo funeral, 7 -Fug a beu'8 
mother in law and the helper's mama, held at St, Mary s on the Bayou, 

" i Tonight there's a‘frolic at the two honkey tonks nearest here 
~~ a nd so I guess you might oall this 22nd of Febraury a little 
different but not too much so, 

E rly •this morning I was in a hurry to hear how yesterday's 
elections ’tuthed out, Aparantly Earl won about all the Legislature 
a nd obviously his letter to all Ha'tctri'toches voters had some effect 

since both Mrs, Bredericks and Mr, Bozeman were defeated, 

K t • -yc t *• • 0 -. ..j Ir.i . •: 3t "too: 

From Alexandria, the radio mentioned that Ed, Rand had 
wone in his contest for Police Jury , which is the Louisiana 
equivilant of something like Hew York State's County Commissioners 
and Roard of Aldermen, all rolled into one • 

, ■•.■J3 *\ ,3- •. J 3. 1 Li 

I was also interested to learn that J, B, Deblieux of 
Baton Rouge, b a ck by the Southern entlemen, won his contest for 
State Senator, I think I touched upon this matter ih 
yesterday's memo, I ttad thought that he hailed originally 
from Lafayette but it seems he stems from Hatchitoches, 
the younger member of a large family, whose mother, or r ather whose 
sisters' and brothers' mama had died, it is said some year or more 
befoTe *©os born, a mulatto servant in the family haOing begottn him, 


,.0 360 


i/^IO V » 

radio to seq what's cooking in the polling p 
a grip Earl is going to have on the Legislate 
, will be strong enough to effect his chicanery, 


laces 
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it Ha said, I laugb every time I think ef the satisfaction 
the Southern Gentlemen get in congratulating themselves that 
their candidate wen, and I pray the Lord nobody may ever find 
out the geneology of the newly elected Senator. Lordy, Lordy, 
what strange patterns can develops when the fanatics really get down 
to wofkdm got off a letter to Holiday, asking for tear 
sheets which I am hoping they will send eventually, although 
correspondence from that qarter is on as unpredict a ble basis as 
Library of Congress, - unpredictable to say the least. Oddly 
enough, A still haven't seen the Hunter reproduction. It is 
true that Celeste s copy has rached her but any such request as 
to consult a magazine has such an excellent chance to throw her into 
a persecution qpasm, ~"so much to do....I'm so busy.... 

I simply haven t time to do anything for myself . * etc., etc., 

that I m quite content to await taking a gander at the , 
publication when it efentually comes to hand. 

I suppose it must have been Celeste who told Clemence that one of 


Thursday, February &4th, 19 56. 


TO ; . .q MOfflST 
• *' : : \ V. ' 

-so 4^w bib 1 aqx.- 

Memorandum : 


tw \1 Iir,ov\ ’> 

«.a. i; i i: os’: ^ t 

, 

,ji\ ,er. oc bi 1 


I suppose it must have been Celeste who told Clemence thai 
her paintings was. reproduced in Holiday • And after that, some 
of Clemence s stupid acquaintances must have rigged up a picture 
i of Clemence s place in the general scheme of things that 

would utterly baffle e, had I not fought many a battle to clarify 
her concepts, time and again before now. Day before yesterday, sh 
passed this way in an obvious "hooking cow frame of mind, —always 
a sure sign that some of her girl friends, actually jealous 
of her success, had worked up for her. She said something to 
the effect that "them people off yonder in S+. Louis what 
takes my pictures and makes a magazine out of'em and they 
, gets all the money . etc.,etc. Of course most 

. J mi+h +.hm + h.nanvida a f dnllriTa 


VT .1 1.3. 




artist would drop dead with delight at the thousands of dollars 
worth of free publicity that has come her way, but she, poor thing, 
after a session with some of her cronies, gets so addled mentally 
she actually be-moans whatg everybody else in the Art World would 
aspire to, as Heaven, and never attain. Clemence is 

an artist worth cultivating alright but little will the world and neve i 
will Clemence guess the headaches involved. 




I'm folding up my beard early tonight in a concentrated 
drive to eradicate the sniffles that seem to have been "hoo 


vering 


around for the past couple of weeks. Lionel Jeanmard left me so first 

in)i i .n 1 rt a4 h. nnW T — m aa i + a o + i i* m. tin n h.4: # 


whiskey when last here and I am going to stir me up a hot toddy 
and see what luck I can have, sweating out the cold. I 
predict tomorrow will see me arise a new man and full of wonder that 
I didn t take a whack at the bottle long before .. 


t ii •, V.Vi ■ T «< 

The sunshine was so pretty today, the weather is growing so much 
warmer, and, praises be, we are promised rains for Saturday and Sunday. 
I'm all in f r ,uor of the latter.- 
,‘V V i _ 4: Vi r. *Wrc: .. n'.f.i. . o 4 i - * - v, s’ i;V 

Tod a y's post was fairly fulsome although of no particular interest 
as I recall i I'm sorry the same bug bit Hobiiia that got me and 
I th}nk she s smart, doing her correspondence from her bed although I 
thinkkshe would be smarter doing none at all until l a grippe has 
.,i'. flown out the window. 1 ■ - - • & 

... '. ■> c • , vV. i' '• . < ' * ’ >• 1 ,, - A VJ4V. 

I always enjoy lira's letters, —after finally getttng 
them deciphered. Th a nk the Lord la SStorm has found a butler. 

Perhaps that will induce her to linger on at the Bluff which probably 
would be better all or ound. 

' -Vi-.O "4- l ‘ • - r 

The letters . : 

The letters from lames certainly reveal a measure of 
enthusiasm for the forthcoming.little.booklet. .If the 
printer promises them by Harch 15th, I suppose I can make 
plans for the autographing party on Sunday > March 84th 
although there can be so many slips between the cup and the lip, as it 
andwere it not for the wish on my part to use the party for publicity 
at the time the book is released, it might seem better to 
PUt off the party for a week. K 0n the other hand, there might 
be quite a few people who would buy the book for «. * 
t qti Faster gift and the March 84th date would be 

about right. Weil, we shall see what we shall see. 

■ j *i , - r * s' ' t*4r *rv« “i I - 

As Celeste has never again peeped a tout the autograhing 
party, I am going ahead with Thelma Kyser and Mildred 
Cunninghamte arrange the gavotte, and I shall telephone them 
...... a nd the press on the morrow whenl shall prob a bly h a ve a 

slightly clearer head on my shoulders. 
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I can't recall if in the somewhat remote past or 
if in recent days, on recalling the matter, I mentioned the 
matter of Bertha and Hope Haupt. Perhaps I did write you about 
them. Obviously I did to James, and as he refers to them 
in the enclosure, and to make that reference a little plainer, I 
shall run the risk of repeating myself. 

* „ p - 

Bertha and Haupt Hope, are two Natchitoches ladies of about 
Hiss Commie's generation. While they both were still teach 
Art at Northwestern State College in Natchitoches, they used to 
come down Cane River to visit at the Kaffy camp, hard by the 
spillway, and often, during their stay of a few days, they would drop 
by Helrose to say Howdy to me. On one occasion, they laughingly 
said that they had been on one side of the spillway bayou fishing whil 
my artist friend was on the other bank and they c ouldn t understand 
how she was pulling-in fish so fast and they c atching none and they 
asked her about it but she claimed she didn t know why. They 
said they had seen the sign on her cabin Just beyond the spillway, 
proclaiming an Art Exhibit and.so I, knowing they had devoted 
their lives to Art, asked them if they had gone over to 
examine a ny of the canvases. 

*• ,f . ‘ * c*. i L c ^ £,{( i ^ i f 

Ha *.ha... *ha....ha....ha•».•••.of course not. 

they responded • 

o • . * * . o <. : ■ o 

Hence James 1 remarks concering the Haupt girls • 

. ■ ■ 

And another reference, —this one in Irma's letter • 

She, of course, is referring to Avalon Baggett who took some 

shorts at Helrose four or five years ago, perhaps longer, and natruall 

had nothing whatsoever to do with the TV thing of last 

summer. I must remember to mention that to Irma when I rite her 

on Sunday 4 v 

" -y -i c ; ’ ^ i { © 

And now for some fruit juices and a dab of flattening out and 
on the morrow I expect to awaken as fresh as Primavera herself •••••• 


j :< i.nq 

ea £>{.<; 




■OiV 


<F 4V 




• 10 


Friday, February 84th, 1 956. 

*io\ bftAclft , "i. . boo \\ booobuooi boo o&b 
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, qu >• .0 e ', • 


Memorandum: *> 

,, 00 , 03 o- . . o v: 0 . ■ • 

It 's pleasant .to report tfrat la grippe apparantly is 
a ll poised to fly out the window. I haven't played 18 
holes of golf today to prove anything but I have carried 
a fairly full load, - three gardeners, two carpenters, 
scads of pilgrims and endless colored folks needing one attention 
- t or another, and since I feel pretty good, after a prolonged 
t night in bed, I reckon my go-round with the grem is finished, I 

. hope. t . t , ■ jo* 

3u .oi'V' (.'oV oUA us Aoojf.Aftftvui AAqooAA l 

A telephone call from Thelma Kyser this morning 
expressed delight over the prospect of the autographing party. 

She said she merely wanted- to check on the date that :• A 
would be most convenient^ for me. She said there is to '<■ 
be a gathering of artists in Natchitoches on one * 

Sunday, —the 15th, I believe*, or whenever the middle Sunday 
of Harch comes, and she thought it might be doubly nice far 
me and for the. artists if we had the. tea at the same time • 

I expressed the greatest distress that I couldi not 
expect the cook book prior to the 15th which, 0 course, 
automatically let out the tea for that occasion • bob* 


Naturally, I didn t tell her that in my opinion it 
would be more advantageous for press releases concerning the 
book if the party did not have to' be shared with some convention. 

. A O 0 88*1 4 0 } *1 *'•••£’ • • • : \ 


And Thelma was charming 3 bout the party. I told her I 
anticipated defraying whatever expenses were involved whereupon 
she came down on me like a ton of br ok, saying it was high 
time the ooiety began to bestir itself with some gesture 
of appreciation for what I had done for it, —Heaven knows what 
she had in mind, and that they were givtng the party regardless 
a nd she hoped I would see that, if oonveinent, plenty of Hunter 

canvases were sent in to decorate the walls of the.house.^etc.. 
etc», and Harch 8 5 would be reserved by her and her friends, e tc., 


etc • 
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Ora telephoned this afternoon to say she had heard about 
the party and wondered if She and R, B, were slated for 
invitations, 1 told her I bet they were, And 

so everything seems to be rocking along d sedately in that 
direction and it's going to be interesting to see what surprise is 
m a nifest next door when the lady learns that the autograph ng 
Party is all wrapped up. 

Just as Ora replaced her telephone on the hook, Carolyn 
telephoned. She wanted to a sk me several points about articles, 
photographs for Richard Pratt, etc,, etc, She said she had 
planned on going to Mew Orleans for the 54d, 4th and 5th for 
some sort of d photographic convention and asked my opinion, 

I told her flatly I thought that was her business but when she 
asked a second time, I told her with equal frankkess that 
in view of all the stuff that was hanging fire at, the moment,- 
the cook book publicity, the Holiday articles, some stuff of Look, 
her book for Hastings House, the map, etc,, to mention a few, 

I thought her investment of energy in making the Hew Orleans 
round was m advised She said she wanted to consult with me 
onthe oliday stuff and the map in particular and what did I 
think a bout her running down here, say on ifenday or Tuesday, 

I said I thought that would be fine, for, a s »«or as I can 
m a ke out, James will probably come on Monday or Tuesday and 
the three of us can go into the cook book, publicity with some vigor 
and I can dispose of the two visits in a single sitting, giving 
me, an opportunity to . interruption,,,,,,,. 

Well, the telephone got into that sentence. It was 
Madam Millspaugh to tell me she had just sold four of the Hunter 
canvases which she had installed in the shop on Tuesday, 

I must pass that news alsng to James, He will probably 
feel impelled to call up Bertha and Hope Haupt to say, 

b*tt>Ae •>* or ton bib *■ ' ,* 

"Ah,,, Af••• ha,* ••ho•••• but of course 

. ; * . ■ \ :■ - ' ■ 

And so things turn a nd so I must geij on with 
neglected mail of yesterday which I didn t get around to 
attend to last night. It was so nice hearing from 
Madam Marco, What a miracle she is and what a source of 
inspiration. To think that in a single world there should 
be at the same time and Madam Marco and a lady what dwells • 
in Lyme,,,,,, 1 

.. *v t • 


Sunday, ebruary 86th, 19 56 


v. < at I.; * *•>i ;Ye "n y. iu:c - •,& . n tM . 

, •, :r t . • , . t ,5- ■ ' s. 

Memorandum*. 

v . . ''- ; 

A lovely week end, sunny and cool, with everything 

from vegetation to road runners making the most of it, 

• n" jarti baditocrb saciS iritn t$ui& aitcO 

Of all the familiar and unfamiliar faces appearing 
at my door, the most .unexpected on the remembered side was Dr, Rant 
He brought me a Christmas present of two shirts, perfectly 
lovely in material and perfectly amusing in color, but 
they will be nice for people who con wear bright stripes to better 
advantage than I, 

He telephoned the artist to say Madam Rand was at the camp 
a nd would like to have Clementine go over and give her a hand, 
cleaning up the house, what with flying squirrels or rats having 
been using the camp os a winter home. 

Later I drove over to the camp with him to get the key 
in that I volonteeered to play the ro.le of Pi,ed Biper of Hajmlin 

{ or them during the ensuing week. Both the doctor and Blythe 
ave been in the bed with influen’s a and arc still coughing, Blythe 
told me I couldn't imagine how horrible one feels when la grippe 
catches up with one, 

S' - 1 

She had told Clemence to burn up a lot of papers 
and trash and Clemence had done so, starting a fine grass fire 
which we all worked on to bring b a ck under control. 

As my day had been busy with pilgrims in the morning and all 
afternoon, the physical exercise was a ch a nge after so much talk 
without much muscular gymnastics up to that point, 

k u4 bieq c hi ad ud arcooad stt,.' ttuft Aoit 

One pf the pilgrims earlier ip the afternoon was Mrs, 

Edmund Conger of Shreveport who had been here at Pilgrimage 
time. She asked a bout getting a likeness of the Baptisin 1 
panel in the African Ho se, I told her I though a portion 
of, it would appear in the forthcoming cook book. She ordered 
’and paid for a copy slap, —the first cast transaction in 
that department. 
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Monday, Februcr y 87th, 2956. 
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I slept well last night and so was ready to get up and at em 
early this morning. The thought had come to me on awakening that 
after doing some Sunday "must* letters, —Madam Marco, 

Miss Kate, the Mazurettes, etc,, etc,, I might knock off 
a d a b of advertising in the form of a folder, to be inserted m 
all copies of the cook book. And although the first pilgrims 
of the day arrived at 7j25 i I had made a list of the Cane River, 
Natchez a nd St. Francisville plates, done a round about 
Cane River Primitives and described the forthcoming Pictorial 
map, and reserved space for some photographic material on 
the theory that by putting in some photographic items from 
the Ramsey camera, the latter lady might want to subscribe 
■ n bit to this leaflet, cutting the expenditure in half and 
producing a bit of business, perhaps, on the side, I shall d a sh 
into town on Monday or Tuesday and get a price on the printing 
of this sheet from Mr, Beckerman a n d, if sufficiently modest, shall 
have the things put through the press before the books arrive 
so that each cook book may advertise other merchandise 
, . - v\; -' ’ i '* •' ‘ 

And so the day got started and from there »n it buzzed slap 
through until now. Dr, Alb a n a nd Dr, Pierce were here for 
supper and are staying tonight # In the morning they and 
J, H, and Dr. Cotton will drive to Albany, Georgia, to attend 
a pecane pow-wow • As it is only 600 miles, they will drive over 
on Monday, attend meetings on Tuesday and drive b a ck home 
on Weineedig.h a ve sold Hunter canvases today, k a d I had any Two 
different people, however, have asked me to let them know if and 
when a canvas is available and so perhaps I shall do business 
on that front if I can ever get the artist to turn out something. 
Obviously the Holiday thing quickened interest in the Hunter 
> canvases. Unfortun itely Blythe had a great deal to tell the 
artist a bout the reproduction in the magazine and the C, H. 
metamorphosed into H, C. before one’s eyes as the old memory 
of the tale the white gentlemen had told Clemence about how 
rich she must have become by being paid by Holiday for the use 
of her painting. Poor Clemence, how topsy-turvy her world must 
seem 
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Memorandum : 

3 qsu i;©3 8.' i n) .. .Yeo'L bn3 im©frt.i - i O’to 

Pure Spring, it is, with the thermometer* in y . . - 

the mid 70’s, clear skies and a promise of cool nights and 
warm days just ahead. 

JtiU l ■ 3 x;i *oe 

I can’t seem to think why the day was so busy and 
t what made it so but so it was and I’m delighted with 

a n opportunity to sit down for a little chat before heading 
into the mail. 

,-^iT r.O w m no. ■ /j . ■-y • '• 

I didn’t see the pecane experts this morning although 
it was K merely by chance that I didn't sincd they didn’t 
get off much before 8 o'clock, figuring it would be 
a bout 10 o'clock tonight when they arrived at 
their Georgia destination . 

4. . "t.. :-3 — t >•'. nc ; n l • 01 

But, what with a flock of strong armed workmen 

appearing on my gallery at dawning, I was busy for a while 
showing them how te extract layers of St. Augustine grass 
from plots in front of the weavino house while mother 
. crew was lifting sod from Celeste^ s front yard, and 

the two sets of laborers removing their respective blankets 
of sod to occupy the place the other had just prepared. 

Celeste\adores St. Augustine grass which has the virtue of 
remaining green <* 2 winter and is possessed of a carpet like 
tightness of weave that is excellent. But as the St, Augustine 
grass travels inexoribly in every direction f _ m slowly but surely, 
I do not favor it much for this side of the*fence since it 
is hard enough,to keep weeds ou of flower beds without having 
the additional problem of grass that engulfs everything % Hence 
my liberality in giving her all she wants. ib 

em ox 1 w . . -4 i ••• *iI r »«•' : J b 

Somehow I had supposed I might hear from James and Carolyn 
in the morning post, giving me.some notion as to when they 
planned to converge on me from different directions, but not a 
8 • ■ t oi 3x o' .? vi y A nx : oj*. bn % • V • 13 i - ;W 

f ,■) ;;cr,Q toA v :; u o xn o oixi* _ ,xs Hlj utx}' , 1 

ootq 'oe il:> atK-i 31 .oxo t . 
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^ut now for two or three letters, - James Nina, etc,, and 

with coed luck a chance to catch Meet the Press,.,... 
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peep out ef eitUer, Perhaps tomorrow's post will be 
more fruitful by w a y of information and I'm hoping they 
m<yy both make it at the same time and thus be able to 
lend each other companionship in their next move after 
quitting here. 

In view ofall the talk going on in Congress this 
week about rigid price support on certain agriculatural 
products, I was much interested last night in listening to 
J . H. t Dr. Alb a n and Dr. Pierce air their views on the matter . 

J. a . probably has connections with both EJ lender and Long 
a nd was consulted by Ellender in the latter's re-election 
campa ign . And so, in spite of this and the fact that 
the cotton planter would benefit from rigid price 
programs it was interesting to learn that all three men, each 
of whom probably is pretty well versed in various aspects 
of the agricultural set-up, declared that, undoubtedly Ellender, 
himself, as Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Commi tteee, 
knew perfectly well that rigid prises could not solve the 
present farm problem and that obviously Ellender, by insisting 
that the price support be t incorporated into the bill presently 
before Congress, is simply playing politics, hoping that 
they can get it passed by Congress so that the President 
will have to veto it, —and so loose farm votes in 
the ensuing Presidential election . It is certainly 
lamentable that the average voter'whe c a n't hope t o 
comprehend what the merits fn the bill might or might 
not be, h a ve to be further be-fuddled by all the cl a ims 
and counter-claims of the several p e litical spell binders. 

’,v\ ' ; ’i ’ Vi V. : ; > *. n v. *• . 

. I struck out across the cotton patch this fternoon in 
the direction of the Rand camp . Half.way there, 

I fo 8 stepping it off fairly briskly m Zelma laughingly 

c a lled in distress t Just as she caught up with me . Her health must 

be nearly restored, if she can gallop at such a pace Ehe 

had been calling on Little King's wife who lives hard by the 

n rtist, and was heading back toward home. It was good to chat 

with her, as we continued our pace. In a couple of minutes, 

'her granddaughter, Emily __Little King's eldest child, 
caught up with us, and the little rural frolic was everso 
pleasant . I went on to the camp, if ter saying goodbye to them when 
hey reached their house. Hal an hour later, when returning, 

I encountered little old Emily t now a bout 7, I guess, who was 
waiting for me, and hand in hand, we made it b a ck to the ermuda 

I road, Emily talking a mile a minute about when her papa comes 

home this summer, etc., etc. It was all so pleasant and 
so pv.salingtoone who hears a bout current doings in Alabama...... 


Tuesday, February 28th, 1956. 
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Memorandum: 

V. M M 

The weather remains cloudless but a ir-ish and 
os the freeshias are threatening to come into flower 
^ most any day now, I decided along a bout sundown that they 
would probably bi more comfortable under cover tonight and 
so I placed all of them inside the little building by 
he side gate where Jack Frost, if he should make a 
round, will not be a ble to nip their noses. 

. adr 

At the 8 tore this morning, ^ saw Zelma and as she was 
about to head for home, I decided to tpalk with her, since 
it would be pleasant having a companion on my way to check 
on how things had fared at the Rand camp during the night. 
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Zelma had Just had a letter from Little King. She 
said he has written to Arthur Watson, the atchitoches 
lawyer, to 3 ee a ^aut getting a divorce. Zelma thought 
he would do better to wait until he returns from 
Germany but he wpnts one before then, w ich may be late 
summer or early autumn. I suppose, what with his 
wife having begotten a child during his absence, he 
m a y not have difficulty in securing one. 

•V- c; «, ■" it.., * - i! 

But what interested me most in what Zelma had to say was 
in regard to the children. ~She says she is hoping 
"that,if the divorce is granted, the children may be given 
to her for she would just love to raise them 9 This 
is so typical of Zelma's type, —I suppose she is in her 
mid 50 's and looks forward with eagerness to taking one 
another-Sft of children to raise, radngiug in age from 
1 to 6 years, and being five-iq number. That is such a 
not ble characteristic of colored people fn this region, — 
and perhaps accounts in part for the fact that there have never been 
ns*,; *«oe 4 i.LpAt ■ 
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nearly so many orphan children without homes as is 
the case with the whites, So many people I know, and that 
probably includes me, wouldn't gaze with much relish 
on taking over five little children to raise, just at one 
gulp, but their hearts seem big enough for things just like 
that, even in homes where there are already plenty of children, 
and I never cease marveling at the generoisity and love behind 
the impulse, < 

friv i it o.r Tur' nnbhu sii in yp-jo ?»nor ft*. 4 id.. a onq • iuou 

I was glad to find every evidence at the Rand camp that 
there had been ai excellent attendance at the banquet 
I had prepared for the mid night rats and they had eaten 
the food with gusto. There must be quite a few stomach aches 
among last night 3 guests and more in the same situation 
on the morrow, I trust, » 
ft.'O ho <:• !••: ; . . at i: . .5 -i* 

. It was good hearing from Kenneth de Frees again, 

I never met him but once, I think, but I liked 

his views on life and so am glad to resume the contact his 

letter provides, 

sv. Li-. , 3 A ft*: ,n 

Carolyn te.sphoned this morning to say she had received 
„ letter from the Guggenheim thing, asking for a flock of 
samples of her writings and that she was accordingly 
going to spend the next couple of days getting the 
stuff ready.and shipped off to them, after which, on Thursday, 
she would pass this way, I shall make the most of her 
presence by getting her to drive me to town to consult with 
Herr Eeckerman about the enclosure for the cookbook, etc,, 
a s the script for the same is already prepared, 

■ ■ / # r t. 1 ,j; v . i'o - •. n., , '• co 

A letter from James, providing me with some addresses, which 
I shall retain,- say she will telephone me on Monday nihgt,— 
last night, —his letter written Saturday, - a bout coming 
up to See me •Tuesday, -today. But something must have changed 
— t his plans, as I did not hear from htm, He says Irma and Farley 

will be in Hew Orleans in about 10 days from last Saturday, meaning 
I shall prob a bly be seeing them some day next week about the time 
James goes to The Hluff to pick up Kay So things jog 
along t and so much J jog along now and how our wintry weather 
doesn t reach Lyme,,,,,, 


Wednewday, February 29th, 19 56. 
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Our lovely Spring weather continues, brilliant sunshine 
in a cloudless sky and a cool breeze that keeps the 
thermometer in the mid 70's, 

»\iiw a\. •*u\J - ftu ftn- ’ftt*. bha _;o ... hi 

Well, the President finally got around to surprise 
nobdy by announcing what must have been evident to 
everyone although the jubilation in Republican circles, 
except for the Mixon enthusiasts, seemed tinctured by 
< srurpsie, —or was it relief, * 

oi r it is: s a L tv: 0 Jr Vft .-.c.io . ftq \jh j: ten i J 

- And far from the White House and on a mircoscopic 
saale, there seems to .have been quite a flurry in the 
dove cote, if one may so describe the Lemmee House where 
the Board of the Society for the Preservation of Old 
. Natchitoches buildings, or some such organization met 

K to pass on the autographing party which Thelma Kyser 

and Mildred Cunningham proposed to sponsor for the 
co-authors of the cook book, 

ftAd lii _s-urstsius ii.ftcu biso fte,;oa\ fti t ft.tS oi bfti.n iftn 

The request for the use of the house on Sunday, 

March 24th, was turned down, ft t 

. ft-"« a niu.'t ftt>4‘ .1 8 4 A hi ^iftB. 4: ... ft J iiftte t ft .-.ft'tft 0 ,■ ftl. 

so our fir t a round in the battle for the generous 
sales of the book has been won by the ladies opposing 
Thelma and Mildred, since in declining the use of the 
house which is supported by pu lie taxes, they have 
thrown the co-authors over in the direction of the martyrs 
and nothing is more advantageous for our side than to have 
a .controversy bubbling over even before the beok is 
off the press, t •> 1 ••f -t . \ 

hftU4$ ft:;...it i i iv nfti 4n<u .tsoiVq s ichi bftihdTtt 1 i 

At coffee tomorrow morning, I shall probably hear 
spasms r> bo ut it, since Celeste was one of the *oard 
members present, i' h 

wo.. . ftBi. nsAJ . no ft a u 00 ft.i 4 >• - t iooq yj . 

■Both helma and Mildred were terribly upset about 
•tha .decision, I laughed at them for being so, They prayed me 
to let them study upon some alternative, Thelma saying she 
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thought she could bring pressure to bear on the Hoard 
toforce the thing, I told her I shouldn't think of 
attending a gathering under such circumstances, I 
didn t tell her I had a few cards up my sleeve but 
it will be time enough for the H oar d to hear a bout that 
when I get ready to play them. 

In the mean time, I'm going to have a conference 
with ^err Heckerman on Friday. He is going to love this 
tempest in a tea bot and before we get through with it, 
hot water will be spilling dL 1 over the place, 

'tv, . ■ • : • •!'.4 _ '"i i! 

I listened to the President's 10 o'clock 
speech tonight, I thought it a good speech but not one 
to whip up much enthusiasm, It is possible, however, 
that not many people chanced to be listening to 
a news broadcast which I chanced to hear just before 
the President went on the air. In the newm boradcast 
which I heard, the news caster went into _some 
detail regarding the Chief Executive's activities as between 
his press conference this morning and his radio address tonight. 
I learned what the President was wearing by way of a suit, 
shirt and tie at his news conference and then was impressed by 
the fact that, according to this news caster, the President 
returned to the white house and went swimming in the 
.White House pool. Three minutes later, when the President began 
spe a king, he mentioned that he had returned from the 
news conference, seated himself in his office chair and written 
down the thoughts coming to mind which he then went on 
to read to the nation from what he had jotted down . I was 
astonished any man could have written so well and so speedily so 
many thoughts and still get time for a swim before lujcheon, 
but, for all I know, the White House lunches may be served 
very late in the afternoon. Had not the President stressed the 
fact that hep himself, had jotted down the speech, following 
his morning press conference I should almost have taken 
it for granted that a ghost writer might have given 
him a bit of assistance. At least a ghost wouldn't feel 
the pangs of hunger before completing the job .and most ghosts 
I have known prob a bly wouldn't have Jtelt like rushing into 
a swimming pool, - White House or otherwise. And from now 
on let both the White House and the Lemme House catch 

as catch can and may the best ghost writer win . 
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Our Spring weather continues, wonderfully pleasant, 
with apromise of ran on the morrow, I hope, for while we had 
adequate moisture during February, a few extra drops in March against 
the summer drought may well be taken care of right now. 

Aoo ■ -<00 3 tM. \o s *»>•!• uuA I 

I was exceedingly interested and vaguely surprised at 
coffee this morning. Celeste was all bubbling over and much 
wrought up about the action of the Board's decision yesterday, 
t What surprised me was the fact that while she had been frosty 
at the time I suggested she sponsor the authographing party, she 
warmed up considerably following her participation in yesterday's 
Board meeting. She declared that she, thelma and mildred and been 
astonished by the attitude of certain members of the Hoard and 
that all three of them had been terribly embarrassed at the action 
of the preponderance of those voting to ecline letting the 
President give the party in behalf of the co-authors. 

Celeste even bent eper backwards and asked if she couldn't 

give an autographing party down here in our behalf, I t old 

her I thought that would be printless but I appreciated her offer. 

She then asked me : 

t v u o ftoo?8 u iu \jiuyx £ qj£vi»ja -to eiioia«,v*o •>(*•? v.;dv. 

"Well, tell me, just where do yop steand in regard to what 
the J/d rad did," v > i.ii ■ i 

• OOOL-: AyMOTUA? " 0 J OT '-V..0 i 

I replied most blandly that I thought it was the business of 
the L oard to decide on matters of policy and that they had made their 
decision and that, so far as I was concerned, that was that, feeling t 
everything had been done quite according to the rules of the organisat 
. She s eerned vastly eliepei, 

v’v.' Tioai ko y.-, es .q i£i«u aoabu biu> sM ayau 

y now gesture or hint did I indicate I was 

gloating over ...... interruption . my grod friend- Mr.Reams 

of the college, I told him I am gloating over the splendid opportunit 
the stupidity of the ladies has handed me, Within just about 
3 weeks, after a pi enged season of calm, I shall open up both 
barrels in one blast and the nation, unable to pronounce the 
word, Hatchitoches, will certainly e able to say Cook Hook, 
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According to my agents, Ceclia Lawton, a big friend of Miss Lormon 
a nd Cora Maude Hicks, born a Henry and cousin of the local tribe, 
were the two ladies who had fits over the possibility of the 
party, * 

Ruby Bunkleman who teaches at the college, Thelma, Carmen and 
Mildred and Nita (Sutton ) were on my side, but when Thelma saw 
the thing was bringing on an issue, she side tracked the whole 
discussion without taking a vote, 

% ..... •• L . •' ■ " " i -‘ ■ ' ■ ' ^ 

So much for the teapot tempst up to now and as for 

the morrow, we shall see what we shall see, 

I had rather expected the sample covers of the cook book 
today but nothing arrived 1st class and so tomorrow's post 
undoubtedly will be a double dip, 

I made something of a haul from the artist s house and, assuming 
Carolyn passes this way between now and tomorrow, I shall deliver a 
new batch of pictures to Millspaugh's, I perhaps mentioned 
that the artist told me she had had two telephone calls from 
the Shreveport ladies who made the purcahses last week and 
my thought is to secure about everything the artist has and pay her 
for them just be ore the Shreveport ladies blow in This will get 
them in the h a bit of going either to me or tax to town 
to make their purchases and sometime, I hope, I shall be able 
to find out what said ladies are doing, investing in so many 
primitives. Naturally, their expenditures are what interest me but 
it would satisfying my curiosity much if I knew the real reason, — 
love for the creations or merely laying in a stock of trade, but 
however that may be, I think the things is pretty well rigged now 
30 that they simply will have to secure the.ir stock o« they 
started off, —from or through Yucca, 

I finally got around to read Kay's letter which I shall enclose 
if I can set. hand to same. It appears Irma and Farley will spend 
a couple of days in New Orleans with James and then perhaps 
head this way to 3 ee me or perhaps streak straight westward, Kay 
says that she and James will pass this way on their way home from 
the Bluff which will bring them here about the middle or the 
month, 1 assume. If they, come this way.,* .their route will take them 
through Natchez and what with the Pilgrimage on at the moment and all, 
someth ing tells , me they made decide to skip N tchez and kin folks and 
strike the Crescent City before reaching here,, «, 

S'jHUOJ.OMC Oi Vi. v.tUl : •• 5i>*t **'•• **■" ■> <-S 

l< AocO \{oe at st* s s \jifl .. •“ 


Friday, March 2nd, 1956, 
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Memorandums t ' ' 

Our nice Spring weather, continues, —warm, and cloudy all day, 
a nd tongiht, —22:30, - 100 are having a nice slow Spring drizzle. 

Mu day was busy and I liked everything about it. 

Up and doing at an early hour, I got strong armed §ux gardeners to 

going well before breakfast and work laid out to keep them busy 
J1 day, during which I realized I wouldn t be here muoh of the 
Time, for Carolyn had blown in rath.er late and I needed to make the 
most of her transportation facilities to get me to .town and about. 

The pointings which Clemence had brought me were not drying and 
yet as the ladies were supposedly coming from Shreveport to Millspaugh 
to make purchases, it seemed well that I get .them to town, ^ich 
took some figuring, since preventing them from touching each **tr 
or getting smeared up against the car was a trick, but we did it alngi 
.. • ■» , ■. _ - ■ • ' * 'l '• c ’■ 

We stooped at Irma S . Villiard's house, as that dady had 
telephoned last night and she invited us to break bread with her 
at noon but we decided, asking her to join us ata local 
soda fountain which she declined. Lhe took us aL 1 over the inside 
of her house. I. want to talk about it eventually, it is so remrk a bly 
functional and holds so. many possibilities of being a lovely place. 

And after Millspaugh's, we visited Merr Beckerman where we 
did quite a lot of sight-seeing of his new press that will turn out 
no end of papers per second or hour or whatever and, among other 
things, surprising in nature, he offered me a whole tray of 
strange odds and ends which workmen had encountered beneath 
the surpased of his store or printing establishment, when they were 
digging dojpn four K feet to place the foundations for the new press. 
were odds and ends of broken pottery, strange metal objects and 
odd shaped bones, and a cut that had obviously been used for a stamp of 
some kind, the letters about an inch in height, spelling out 
"London”, —of all things- 

I found it all very interesting and I shall look over the treasure 
eventu lly when I have more. leisure• 
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Sunday, March 4th, 19 56. 
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The voe got down to the pamphlet concering the plates, 
m.p, etc, which I thought would he so good to insert in every 
copy of the cook book. He will print two thousand at the first 
co-round and these will be ready within a couple of weeks in time for 
the delivery of the cook book and all that was very pleasant. 

Carmen had to be visited next, as she had asked me to 
bring her some Hatchitochew and Joyous Coast plates of which 
she had run ou* a f supplies. She said she fbuuld be delighted 
to take us in her car to visit the Aermican .cemetery to see some 
of her pet graves and we were glad to have such a guide» 

The.re was one of Claude Thomas Uetoyer who may or may not have been 
might close to O-randpere s papa, Thomas Metoyer. His wife was buried 
beside him. a Buard, and-that sets me to wondering if Claude *homas 
and Thomas could h a ve been identical. They both lived at about the so 
time —1741 to 2813. Strange nobody has ever delved into all 
this. 

Then we stopped* at the college to look at a couple of new build 
and then back to town and eventually b a ck home where, on entering 
my boudoir, I heard my telephone ringing madly. I responded. it 
was Hillspaugh'8 to say that the seventy dollars worth of paintings 
I had delivered in the morning had all been sold and could I 
supply them with more real soon. he Hunter vogue must be catching 

on. 

Oddly enough, they also asked if I couldn't have some 
folders or some such thing made that would give a list •/ 
i 2 the plates in the ane li iver series. L was glad I had had my conf 
with Herr Meckerman that morning. 

And so the day panned out and tonight Carolyn and 1 have been 
adjusting the Uatchitoches map design a nd figuring out a way to get 
the major amount of its printing cost covered by advertising. 

She h a d thought of consulting local motel people hut I said I preferre 
to ask Lionel Jeanmard if he would care to sponsor it to the tune 
of bout a hundred bucks, and so have his Plantati on Court appear 
on %'he reverse of the Uatchitoches map, which, it strikes me, would 
be good business, especially as he can deduct the 1 00 bucks from 
his income tax and get business to boot. And so I must write him 
tonight, but I m sleepy as we concentrated hard on the Ca eniver art ic. 
tonight after finishing th map, and re-writing such thiiigs are tiresom 
Another busy week come to a close. C. a rooyn returns to *arshall on the 
morrow and I shall gird up my loins against pilgrims. ^o hope its 
d quiet week end in Lyme..... 
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• Our full spring weather continues and it's per¬ 
fectly lovely atmospherically, thanks to the profusion of 
sweet olive perfume pervading the place. 

, I got quite a lot of work done Saturday in spite of quiet a 

quite a few interruptions, including a visit from the Lester, the 
Schmidts and some of their friends, making about ten people in all 
in the party. I guess they were all from Michigan or isconsin 
nd of course were delighted at the absence of the snowbanks they 
had flown away from up yonder. 

• In the morning I made arrangements to get some pictures 
of the Jean Prudhomme house which is a mile or two back from 
that public road running by Beaufort. It is on the opposite 
side of the road and has never been photographed by a 
professional photographer. I think I may have spoken of its 
famous deer park .of ante bellumdays and how Jean Prudhomme 's home 
escaped destruction in 1864 by the tricoleur raised by 

friends from Baris, visiting the Joyous Coast at the time. 

It was here that Dr. Hebert Brudhomme’s wife gave t e 
famous 'tea for Miss Cammie and me perhaps a dozen years ago. The 
place is no longer lovely, what with its giant trees sorely 
neglected, but they still demark the old avenues and with a 
• bit of’, imagination and attention, the place could be made 
• as lovely as ever. I am so glad to have been able to get 

these photographs. In the afternoon, after the Lester-Schmidt 

• visit, we tore the Cane River article for Holiday tb pieces, which 
was quite a job, cutting it from 45 pages to about half 

that number. Carolyn took it b a ck to Marshall with her and 
after typing it in its new version, will send it on to 

* Philadelphia. 

o^-isino - ■ : iti • • •• o S : 8/ o e? It < 8.‘j 

We alsb put some finishing touches on the map and I wrote 
■s to Lionel Jeanmard, i sking him if for some advertising on the 
back of the thing, he would like to sponsor its 
— i v publication I should think it might be good advertising 

for his Plantation Court to be advertised on the bak of 

the ffatchitoches- ane *iyer map. since prob a bly many tourists will 
be purchasing the one and therefore might patronize the other. 
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Holiday, March 5th, 1956 


*>;\ s .1 : »‘ >\ ftc: \jft*\f \t .-o WQT'V. 

Memorandum: 

■ >v ■ • ■ r.i '• o i. o : ; HOi Ci -j 

. How nice to find something from Lyme in today's post, — 

it was a solitary piece but Lordy, Lordy, how amply it filled in 
aZ 1 the empty spaces in the mail sack, 
e'ji.i; 1 8Ui\ '\,o ?.i fee":.' :;oo tv'ui a 

And contrary to your expectations, it was the first copy of 
Holiday, March, that had come to hand and so I was naturally 
doubly delighted to 3ee it. How I understand the better about 
the suggestion James made about a birthday cake and better, too, do 
I understand what people are talking about when they refer to the 
reproduction which I had originally supposed had been brought out in 
black and white • 


picture on and how she had told her she didn t have a single thing 
jo! though two hours earlier she had received seven from me, I suppose 
hex thought was that she would be likely to get some boards from 
Blythe if she declared she had none, Blythe and the rest of creation 
will have to arise early-early if they get ahead of that minx, 
free*l J-) itfow mcjv.uA \j«» - v TftA.ft.it - 

1 heard some gossip at coffee this morning when Celeste 
told me that Pat's step father telephoned J, H, last night to 
consult with him about the divorce he is getting from 
Pat'8 mother, —either her third or fourth, I cannot remember. 

Just why Eugenia and her husband should be worry J, H, about 

their marital problems, l cannot imagine since J, H, probably 

has 't seen Eugenia in 15 or 16 years and has never met her present h 
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Tuesday, March 6th, 19 56. 


3>T' \ t A4r3 ao- 

I heard a da b of the Senator Goldwater answers an last night 
re-broadcast of some interview which must have taken place 
earlier in the day. I was profoundly impressed when he blandly 
stated he thought it was perfectly ethical to accept gifts 
from big wealth if they were pleased at the way he votes. Such 
effrontery those politicians do have and ^oldwalter, of all people 
being on the oard to look into lobbying in Congress. Well, 
he certainly ought to be an expert in that field. 

s, 

In the .pilgrim ge sec ion today, there was 
a rather striking contrast in two sets of husbands and 
wives who arrived ju8t a few minutes apart. The first couple 
had been told in town they couldn't get an a ppointment for 
this afternoon but theyaame anyway, but merely to see the murals c 
they had driven all the way from Oklahoma to get a look at 
them and they loved them and said the trip was well worth 
the effort. hey did not take up my time for a tour. And 
then a ^r. ahd Mrs. Porter of Kansas City appear by appointment. 

It was one of those heart break things where the husband is 
fascinated by everything and the wife indifferent to all. I 
led up to the African Hau3e murals appropriately, I thought, 
and one opening the door for them to mount the stairs, was 
somewhat surprised when the wife said she wouldn t put her foot 
on one stair to see all the pictures in the world. Isn t 
it a pity when one encounters such indifference • Somehow it remir\ 
me of the many times I have almost wept for the eneral when 
he has tried so hard to interest his wife in one thing or 
another that almost any human being would at least have made a 


o? 




gesture of looking 

. . bs., j:\- " !*>■•.• M : -• ’ 

Our summer weather continue8 
are fast moving out of Spring, 


at but not that type of consort. 

' ", V ' 1 i. ‘V 

for it does seem as though 
whajb with the humidity 


we 

high a nd the thermometer at 87during the day and 67at 
n,ightl got quite a kick out of the gentleman from Kansas City who 
explained that when he had had difficulty in effecting an appoint^ 
to see the murals, somebody in town named Francois told them to 
try and contact a Mr. Rachel at Melrose as it was Mr. Rachel who 
had cultivated the Arts on the plantation and Francois thought 
Mr. Rachel would try to. arrange for them to see the paintings. 

I must remember to instruct the^Post Office accordingly as 
.the people, in thanking Mr. Rachel, remarked that they would be 
writing a bout a painting later in the summer, 
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i *j ny, 
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no 


an, 


A.id may I tell, you how nkce o find Hewschwansijein in the s 
magazine that brought your delectable message. ^on t wor . r y about 
correspondence. We shall eventually catch up alright 
telepathy never fails . 


and 
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Memorandum:. 


How nice to find another surprise in today's post, following 
that of yesterday's note and Holiday, for your Friday letter 
in today’8 post gives me a lift that ought to last until 
summer and, let us hope, no end of out of door activities on 
the part of many an ehthusiast of the big open spaces • 

I shall jot down one or two things as they occur to me, 
as referred to in your letter, as I shall not get around to re¬ 
read it before tomorrow, therebye guaranteeing me a duplication 
of today'8 pleasure. 

r : *~ir- \ min -- t \5' r * \ o -ovo •••'■>« 

Tee, Life continues to come along with its accustomed regularity 
without so much as a peep regarding the renewal. Pt seems as 
though that should have come to hand, —the notification, but it 
has not and so we may both praise the Lord that the thing 
continues perking, even though, nothing is said about it 
the publishers. 

*. \ \ «t« *y • ! A i \ ; ,, • r ) i . \ a. 

• ' ■ 

I am pi rtciularly anxious to re-read what you had to tell me 
n bout the recording of Gone With the Wind. There was an interruptic 
at that point and I want to re-read that paragraph with care for 
,1 am puzzled they would spend sixteen thousand dollars to do such 
a volume when it has already been beautifully recorded and I 
h a ve read it in the recorded version rather carefully. Isn't 
it odd that with a recording already to hand, and so many books desi 
thaij never have been put on discs, this one should be re-done. I re 
can t figure it out but I shall re-read your reference to it 
again, for I can use this information for ammunition in some of 
my barranges being planned for the near future. Comq to think of it 
I must have mis-read the sentence, for it just doesn t seem possible 
that it could have been done over again but I shall get to theft an 
the morrow. 

i 

And thanks so much for your offer to s ecure the dictionary and 
to send it along to ^adam.O'Ileil on my behalf. I should think 
the Webster Collegiate would b e fine if not too extensive 
awork. But I am holding up the recording until I hear fruther 
from M a dam O'Heil, for, as I remarked to her, there's not much 
point in having a dictionary to consult in Louisiana when one has to 

order the whole business in Hew York to look up a word. I am 
hoping that through Madam O'Heil or somebody, we can get some eounda 


'.$• no 
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or other agency to sponsor the thing so that the thing can be purchas 
at something like 25 cents a page, as is possible in the case 
of The ible• in this event, we can then determine upon a dicti ona ry 

to be ead aid it will be so delightful thinking of you as 

participating with me in this undertaking, 

I'm so sorry about your girl friend's illness and am hoping she 
m a ystage a rather speedy recovery, Naturally, I am floored by 
the apparent coldnes3of hear that manifested itself in the case 
of the member of her family and what was almost as bad, the 

, admitting of same, ut perhaps that's why certq n people like 

the girl friend, little Miss Lee and others are bound so closely toge 
since this latest episode seems to confirm what I have long felt 
that true kinship is a gift of Heqven and obviously has nothing to 
do with legal or blood ties, T 0 , be above such mundane matters, all t>. 
which seem so often to actually, —if I may bust an infinitive, 

mean so little as to what makes people one wit each other and with G 

* 

It goes without saying that I shall be al 1 ears to hear about 
the pow-wow that was scheduled a couple of days late to celebrate 
the half century mark. If it was kept down to members of the family 
I suppose it could be quite an impressive numerical gathering and 
I have no doubt the particulars regarding the doings of the several 
partic ipants would fill quite a book • 

. 

It was so kind of you to offer me news concerning the 
Menken will. It was rather odd, in a way, wasn't it. And the 
mention of the late author's interest in nopf reminds me to 3 ay that 
. I wrote Knopf and Harper and Bro tbr the other day, —one published th 
next to,the latest, the other the latest biography by Maurois, ~Sand 
and Dumas, pere, and I suggested to said publishers that a book 
on the life of Louis Phillipe might be in order, since lots of people 
speak of him when naming the period which other people have long call - 
the Victorian, I pointed out that since H a urois must have done 
quite a bit of research on the King when co mpiling his Alexandre 
Mumas book, for you will recall, v umas got his first job in Paris 
in the office of the Luc d'Orleans, and that since Maurois knows bot , 
the French and American scene, even as did the King, it might be 
fitting to have him toss off a biography and it might be a valuable 
if not.a popular biography, 
vv- .s oo* JroJt v; *'■ t ••uiow o* . no 

Tes, the good doctor and his frau continue to make their weekly 
visits which is of great assistance as well a s pleasure and reading 
of things like the Madam Marco letters would be difficult for 
. aiy other talent I have to hand. 

Again let me say how happy today's suprise makes me and may I 
congratulate both little Miss Lee and Lestan on the chances for a all 
out of door summer, as a prospect,,,,,,, 
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Vinter has come b a ck with a bang. Yesterday the 
thermometer reached 89 at this bend of the river and 
at the same hour today it stood at 40 — temporarily, but will 
sag to 32 before mornihg, it is said. It looks 
like a repeat of last year's March weather only, if 
I recall correctly, it struck us on March 27th last year, 
meaning that everything was further advanced and that 
the resulting devastation the greater. But even so, the 
little pears are already fromed in the fruit section and the 
leaves of the persimmons are unfolded, meaning, natrually, that 
in the morning there will be billions of little pears all 
around the trees and the persimmons will be cooked, as it were, 

I tried cov ring some things but my efforts were rather pointless 
„fter I had run out of baskets, for the wind is so high that 
newspapers, sheets and the like are whisked away almost as soon 
as they are spread out and seemingly held down by bricks, iron 
bars and the like. In short, it's pure March and a fter 
swea ing mightily one day, everything will be shriveled up 
the next. 

It L-_ ... .« ^ ■ sty • y. _ ,, 


I got around to react Hobina's letter and I discovered for 
the 16th time that I never can remember the season when her birth 
rolls 'round and I never did know the precise date • You will agr 
with me that she again proves a somewhat limited mental viewpoint 
when she dismisses the current efforts to correct racial inequali 
by attributing such attempts as manifestations of Communist 
influence, I suppose it is well to keep such viewpoints in 
mind when one contemplates the next election and the pulling 
power that people like Uixon have with the electorate with 
thiir cock-eyed statements such as "party of treason" and 
so onSometimes it seems quite wonderful that a person 
like myself finds pleasure in Robina's friendship in view of 
her vast enthusiasm for all the Hixonx, MacCarthys hamberses, 

One can only wonder how people with kind hearts like Robina belie 
in such tripe, the minds of the less kindly disposed and weaker o, 
wind must be likb,'''' 
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♦ I'ts always -nice hearing from Sarah Jones, 

I liked her little vignette of a lap full of cats, dogs and 
h a by on her recen $ visit to the Segleau menage, 

I gather she didn t see Bob, although she didn t say so. 

It*3 odd how infrequently news comqs from that direction, 

As to her question as to why I don t send James to see the 
Segleaus t the answer is, —and I will not give it to her, - 
that I have given James their address a couple of times. 

It would seem as though the Segleaus might make the ^ first 

ge sture' since they were living in NewCrle ans when oames 

a rrived but what withBob in New York, I reckon Patty, 

her hands full of cats, dogs and an offspring, has hesitated 

a bout issuing an invitation . In view of all the Hunter 

canvases to be viewed at the Segleau menage, vames 

ought to love the place as-much as I am sure he will like 

the inhabitants but I gather c)rcumstances obtaining 

in the Register household ioasn t conducive to 

social activities before Christmas, Perhaps they will 

find calling easier, once Kay is back again, 

I heard a line the other night which I thought so good, 
I want to share it with you, it seems so pat in covering the 
Cases of so many of our ac?uai ntances and friends. Talk 
was revolving around how much money some people have and 
what little fun so many of them seem to get out of it. 

Remarked a field hand* 

% 

"It i 00 y like some folks makes money so easy and 
spends it so awkward," 


Bon 

■ ai , 


't you love that. 


an3 


\o -■ a; 
ia3*t% ' 
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vAi i a 
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I think your suggestion regarding a n inquiry in the direction 
of Weeks H~ll concerning his success in operating a tape 
recorder is excellent, I shall’urite him tonight, 1 
understand that Hr, Beckerman has a'machine in town and 
perhaps I can sometime find myself at the same point 
on the map that he chances to be and if so, I might have 
him give me a demonstration to see if it falls within the 
range of my mechanical comprehension, 

■j ' v« i ** . M * f./ 1 0 i-l ^^ * '*• Ci ^ 1 1 • .»4 1 

And now to the mail and, I hope, early to bed, what 
with wintry winds outside making asnug bed exert a strong 
n ppeal in my direction . 
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Thursday, March 8th, 19 56. 
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The deep blue and dazzling sunshine of today reminds one 
of last night's freeze only because in spite of the cloudless 
sky, it never did warm up much today. But tonight it 
will not be quite so cold, —perhaps 36 as opposed to last night't 
and tomorrow it is supposed to start warming up for a 
lovely warm Spring week end, —with Wenks to boot, I suppose. 

The cannas are black-black. This was to have been 
expected and as nothing will kill them, they will begin all 
over agin in tt^is yearns growth in a day or so. As for 
the butterfly lillies, they were about a foot high, too, and bein$ 
much more delicate than the cannas, they weren't effected at 
all apparantly just going to prove for the millionth time that 
a garden is a fascinating place, what with its inhabitants so suti 
unpredictable , 

L L 

About half the leaves on the Chinese magnolias were "cooked ", 
in some instances the entiretrees, in others merely outer sections 
of the limbs . The persimmons, so flattened out last year, 
don t seem to have been effected and so things go and I hold 
the thought that this may be the last kill frost of the winter, 

- v ; a* »I:i ow isi . m a., v • j';l -aia mat; a v # . A 

I was glad to hear from Ora who telephoned me this morning 
at mail time. She said she is recently back from a series 
of tests in s ome Shreveport hospital. It seems her thyroid is 
out of commission and she is vacationing from school for 
6 weeks or so, after which she will have the thyroid operated upon 
n aii' -.a-i a' ..1 »\ « ■' 3iV.,04t- - . i 

As I was pressed for time, I did not talk long but 3he did me 
having seen in Time, —of all places, an o beesvati on that 
the reason for the present hurly-burly in our foreign policies 
is attributable to the absence of the President's hand at the helm 
I'm surprised Henry Luce, or Mr3, Luce, should ever have permitted 
that observation . I was impressed by the President's statement 
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Friday, March, 9th, 1956. 
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at his press conference yesterday that in the event he found 
his health below par, preventing him from exercising his 
full vigor in the discharge of hi3 Presidential duties, he 
would announce the fact and relinquish his role, I suppose 
every executive has felt the same way but none of them 1 have 
ever known relinquish the sceptre on their own impulse since 
few if any ever seem able to let &v go of the reins, 
no matter what ideas others may have about their capabilities, 

I struggled too mightily with some stuff I was transplai tin 
yesterday and the result is that when sitting perfectly still 
in a certain position, all is well but when I move in some 
fashion, the effect . is somewhat akin to what might be felt if 
one's spinal column had parted company amid ship and the upper 
part wasn't quite joined to the lower half, I filled up a 
long, flat wine bottle with hot water last night and it 
made everything feel fine, once I got flattened out, I shall 
do likewise tonight and on the morrow I shall have forgotten 
the strain which is all it is, as I proved to myself by 
walking over to the Hand camp late this afternoon to have 
a look at things yonder, 

“V ' 

If I can find Kenneth de Frees '3 letter, I 3 hall 
enclose it, I think you will Like his reference 
to Sammy Shell 

While half asleep last night, I heard some report fro ip 
Washington regarding the gathering of epublican ladies in 
that city and the pep talk the President gave them. It 
was stated by the commentator reporting the convention 
that the new slogan these ladies would be getting out would be 

"Peace, Progress and Prosperity .in the Parlor and Patti 0 ", 

• * * , 

In a recent letter, James mentioned that he wa3 sending tht 
advertising covers of the cook book to me on Tuesday, I 
should have thought they might have reached me today but 
perhaps they will make it on the morrow I should like to 
get some into the mail promptly to get responses by next week ei 
when the books themselves are supposedly to appear although 
I shnll be really 3 urprised if they do, what with publications 
always seeming to run behind time on release dates, 

* • # 

I'm wondering what happened to Irma and Farley, 1 hope the\ 
don't make it at the same time the Wenks blow in . 


Memora ndum: 

Our pretty Spring weather returned during the night and 
what with its inducement for road running, it.seems surprising 
that the Wenks failed to show up, even as they failed to do 
on Wednesday . flow if we can escape them on the morrow, too, it 
will be wonderful, 

eob ■ dbi rtu (wo5 ui »::ib >3. ■sr _•i sa ys.YY 

Just as I finished the mail last night, James telephoned 
from flew Orleans to say that Irma and Farley were in Franklin 
and were planning to pass thisway on Friday, He said he was feeling 
fine and was sending along an advertising sheet of the cook book by 
them, I enclose a couple of same herewith, and would remark 
at the same time that the thing is not the front of the book, a s 
I had supposed it would be, but a plain advertising pamphlet, Obvioi 
the front page of the book in its ultimate form will bear the 
names .of both co-authors, James said he thought the bosk would 
off the press late next week and he was thinking of putting 
off his trip to South .Carolina until he could get a few copies 
forwarded to me which 3eems to me to be an excellent idea, 

>■, tiftA'- n '» ~ ■**£, to T'lor v. V- Ufa: i at 

As I fyung up the receiver, my bell tinkled again and 
it was from Carolyn, calling on a 'phone she had just had 
installed at Old Bonita which heretofore had not had one, I was 
glad to be able to pass along the news that the O'Briens were 
in the offing and would be in Marshall on Saturday and I reckon 
she was glad to be advised ahead of time since people usually 
seem to welcome advance notices on such points, 

. .i • .y a . •• •*.' • •: v, ~ '• a 

.Except to transplant a dele of day lilies for 
Celeste, transported from the former Carter garden, I did little 
stirringaround, what with the muscles in my back still making 
it difficult for me to move with any pleasure• 

■i . : >: ;• tn'v't . 1.0 ? tv 

Ttiere were several interruptions during an attempted 
rest period right after dinner when I had hoped to apply some heat 
to tt^e thing through the medium of the flat glass wine bottle filled 
with hot water. Along about 4:30, Irma dnd .Farley arrived 
and they cleaned to have an electric pad with them and so I 
shall .make use of it tonight when I fold up my beard which 
will be shortly. 


, 88V.1 1 
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Sunday, March 11th , 2956 , 

ii b'i itaaoKY*,' a-ta^ 


It waa good to see that Irma is walking alright again 
and as both she and Parley have been through the same mill 
in which 1 currently find myself, they were very thoughtful 
and considerate 

They obviously had had a grand time in flew Orleans with 
James, This was the first time Irma had met hi ms and she 
obviously w as delighted with the contact and I am so glad 
for everybody concerned, 

» . i 

They invited me to dine with them in tom which I was glad 

to do although moseying about isn't too frolicsome at the moment, 

They didn't seem to have much news from The bluff where 
things apparantly are rocking along alright and where Bosey, 
the new butler, seems to be making out alright .thus far, I 
father Aunt "illie plans to remain on the plantation indefinitely 
which probably is just was well, so far as the months immediately 
ahead are concerned, since this ought to allow Kay and James 
a chance to really get acquainted vii their St, Ann Street menage 
a place which I somehow feel ha3 never been very much of a thorough 
initiated home for two as yet, I know not why, but 
I'm wider the impression that their first weeks of occupancy last 
autumn were more or less hold over days from their somewhat odd 
romance and the honeymoon that followed, tormented by the 
difficulties of two grown people with distinctly different 
personalities trying to make the necessary adjustments, 

Goth j-rma and Parley thought that Kay appears mucin loss 

nervous and exciteable and that Jaes appears mellowing 

all of which seem to suggest that if they can have a few months 

together alone within the weeks just ahead, they may find 

everything regarding their future arrangements taking 

on a much better pattern for domestic felicity, 

*t * i : 1 w 1 ' v r. “ ’ 

I hear people from all si es talk ng about the pleasure with 

whi h .they contemplate seeing the Richard the Ihird, presentation 
over NBC cm a three hour broadcast Sunday, If the movies 
haven t felt the power of TV as yet, I suppose they may have 
an excellent opportunity to reali e the pulling power of staying 
put, come the Sabbath and St, Lawrence O&ivier, Mr, Shakespeare 
and all• J 

And now, as the clock points to midnight, I must fold 
up my beard and unfold the electric pad and see what I can 
make of the whole business . 
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T thought of Lyme all afternoon, wondering if little Miss 
Lee was having an opportunity to view the Richard, the Third, whic 
NBC had advertised for TV and which Life had mentioned a few 
issues back, It must have been quite a prolonged sitting ,— 
phree hours, I believe,.and I.'m not sure that Shakespeare 
should be taken at such length without an occasional breathing 
spell in between but perhaps the commercials provided such 
interims , 

a .A Jr eJrithooo ar aqatt >*■ 5 ‘>*;o 

Irma and Farley came down at 9 oil Saturday morning 
from the motel in otwn, hey had coffee across the fence and 
then asked me to take them to St, Mary's-on-the-Bayou 
’ so they could get a couple of pictures of the place which they 
had visited one moonlight, night a couple of years back, We 
made it and as the weather was pleasant, I m hoping they got 
some good shots, I suppose it was perhaps 10:15 when 
they finally headed away from the Cane River country, At 
1 0:30 Carolyn telephoned to inquire about their plans, From 
Irma'8 last letter to her, it was her understanding that they 
were planning to go to Old °onita after visiting Briarwood 
a nd so wasn t sure if she should plan dinners and suppers for 
Saturday and Sunday or merely for Sunday, I could tell her that 
a s they left here, they said they had decided to 
t skip Briarwood $nd that they might reach Old Bonita 

by 1 :30 in time for lunch. They planned to stay through 
Saturday and Sunday and then head out for Hollywood, 

It always astonishes me how the whole 0'Brian-Storm clan 
travel sounmindfully of the arrangements people on 
whov\ they threaten to call may pan out. Perhaps people 
don t "just drop in" on them, Perosnally, I should 
travel a lot happier if I knew my prospective hosts had some 
notion as to when I might appear and then disappear but 
I guess that must be one of the old fashioned attributes 
of my personality, a 

oj.tjba 4-et' a;ui Jr :: h oj; au:;A v bito iood Aqoo *uk, 

The thremometer was in the 80's this faternoon but 
Haot'io vY siv . - ;o’. hit** , .a80<yui& I % »aa a - :,i 

;;ibi.acr ■; \jetjrf - J , baa o.V »o«a.Y-> a/ ' 
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p, s. 

As I folded this sheet, I got the impression it 
resembles the writer in giving the sensation it is aL ittle 
weak amid ship. Tfte fadt that I covered or attempt to 
cover nothing of importance may relieve you of feeling 
you might have missed something .... 


. 


DGO«i.~Ui 


. the Weather Bureau says it will be freesing agin tonight, * 
somewhere between 88 at Shreveport and 34 at Alexandria, I m 
hoping we may mage to slide through at least one 
degree above freesing and perhaps we shall, what with 
our relative geographic position as between those 
two points, 

By appointment this morning, 1 had people from 
Texas who bought all the Hunter canvases I had The artist 
is taking up sewing at the moment, making bed Spreads or some such 
and I wish she would hurry up and get b a ck into her paint 
pots and so make the most of the current Holiday 
seal of approval. But, as you may have heard, artists 
generally are guided more successfully than led and 
whatever guidance has come to her during her painting career 
has scarcely been to her consciousness- that she was being 
guided and that in large measure accounts for the success she 
is having, I suppose, 

A flock of artist appeared on my gallery this fternoon, 
h a i ling from Shreveport and heading for Rosalind’s, by 
invitation, they said, I had heard from Thelma 
ghat I was to be bidden to the Aswell estate for the 
frolic but I haven t received my invitation as yet, I’m 
£2 in favor of Rosalind's impusle to entertain the 
Shreveport artists on a Sabbath afternoon but I wish she 
would do just that and not have them all pile up on 
me unannounced, 

, ^; I ct fc •> <; ,i v'.'.v r.e r 

It is pleasant to report that I apparantly turned the 
corner on what felt like something like a 
combination of broken pelive and broken backbone, and 
a t ough I continue to sit and walk with some inconvenience, 

I know not that it is merely some torn muscles somewhere between 
my shoulder blades and some indefinite point where 
legs meet torso and its merely a question of a few weeks 
until te. said muscles will have put themselves back into proper 
functioning condition and * can get on w ith joining 
the ballet or anything else requiring much kicking up of 
heels with a measure of abandon, 
ni ■ «)r,o ; '»>. ' .i. tti'-' '* l V' r 6 J *vn: 

I have gotten out a flock, of form letters today covering 
the cook book and I have no doubt the first edition will 
be sold out forthwith, when and if it appears, which will be 
late this week, I suppose., A nd now I must attack 
the mail and thence to bed against a busy impending week,,,,. 


Monday, March 18th, 19 56. 
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t was a curious sort of day, rather paradoxical 
in some respects but one I rather liked. 

To borrow a word from Isaac Erwin, my back felt rather 
"oald" after I had stirred around a couple of hours this 
morning. But then a colored friend dropped by and contrary 
to my custom of waiting until noon for a glass of port, I had 
one with him and my b a ck began feeling better and has been 
better all the balance of the day, J. H, had sent the Axe to 
see me this morning, asking me if I wouldn't go in with 
him to consult a doctor but I declined as it is obvious 
that it is only a couple of tired or torn muscles that impell 
te vc do 3 * u h 'firing iier~: i. ..‘.A s. 1 eJ . .1 ■. 
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* /.w ... vc- Ljo she was hearing my name on all sides in South L 
ian a and I brought her up short on that line by asking her 
what i:i the world she was really getting at. She broke down 
a nd confessed she simply had to have a Hunter baptisin' 
to xike back to Lafayette with her. It seems she is 
living there now, thank Heavens. I told her I could not see her 
when she asked if she might come down to see what paintings were 
here that she might want to purcahse. Instead I referred her 
to Millspaugh's, knowing full well they had no Baptisin'. 

I think she called back later but fortunately other receivers 
came down at her ring and I hung up. bhat a bag. 
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Tuesdg 'arch 13th, 1956. 


J r i 


I telephoned Charles Cunningham this ifternoon. He is 
h a ving a rough time, what with his mother having become 
senile and, because he is the closest to her, he is the 
object of her constant fussing. I told him lots of 
things on the sympathetic side and then got around to the 
matter of the ■ l imes carrying a notice of the cook book. 

He said : 

"look it, —for your sake, - you're bound to consider 
if the fact that you have done the book with a person may effec 
the sales adversely and, after all, we do have to consider 
business." 

His motive was kind but I told him that while 
making money was one object in bringing out the book, it 
was in fact not the primary purpose. I then opined 
that I personally felt there never was a time when someboy shou 
set some sort of an example to show races could work 
in harmony and I proposed to issue the book as much on that 
premise as any. He gave me up as hopeless at that point 
and said he would run the story and that was all I Wanted, 

I didn t tell him that Herr Beckerman had telephoned me 
a few minutes before * asking if he might have a picture 
.of the co-authors at work. Whatever the rest of Louisiana 
does or does not do, I guess the Natchitoches area will be 
cove red. 

And then armen telephoned me to ask if she might 
have twenty five copies of the cook book as soon as it came out 
She also asked me if 1 had heard, and didn't I think it terrib'l 
that the Supreme Court had again thundered unanimously in the 
m a tter of ed\.cational acilities for both races. Poor Carmen, 
but she somehow was the necessary slant to make the picture 
complete, what with Herr Beckerman asking for copy, C arles 
.tending to resist and Carmen inclining to eat her cake and have 
it, fine.scheduled cold snap didn't materialise last night and 
the thermometer sagged to 45 instead offreesing. Today was 
cloudy with .an occasional drizzle of no consequence and the win\ 
is cold out of the /forth. Tonight we are promised a low 
of 32 but my guess it, Srping will again be all over the place 
(within) a day or so for of such change-abouts is March made,,. 


Memorandum : 

Again we escaped a freeze and instead got anice 
inch and a half rain during the . night. It remained 
cloudy and sprinkley all day and rather chill. We 
a re promised the same for the morrow and then a 
freese for Thursday night which I hope we miss. 

Two or three letters came to hand, none of them of 
a ny particular interest but ail of which I pi ss along 
to give you a glimpse at what s in the mail sack. 

■ +’ii • \ ^ ' / «v.. i' • ') 

I'm always glad to hear from Nina, of course, 
but am wondering where she got the idea I was doing a 
plate. 

I thought Robina skipped over my distress about 
leasing the bird sanctuaries very neatly. Her 
enthusiasm for the Eisenhower Cabinet probably didn't 
make reading of my letter to her about McKay too palatable. 

The letter from Jon S. Burton was the most un¬ 
expected I suppose I hadn.'t seen Johnny in ten yecirs^ - 
a nice boy whose head came up to my shoulder. It isn t 
surprising therefore that when, a black gentleman appeared 
on my g a llery one busy afternoon a while back, —one whose 
shoulder was on a level higher than my head, - I failed to 
recognise good little old Johnny. When he explained 
his identity, I parked some guests I had and took him over tt 
the the murals G bout which he had heard and he was delighted 
with them and then had to rush off as he was heading back 
to New Jersey, Plainfield, I believe he said. But 
now he appears to have.moved to Newark and it was certainly 
kind of him to write. I thought you would be amused 
at the old fashioned way he has of expressing himself, and 
the way he tosses in a sir very once in a while, —so 
unexpectedly. I don't know how much schooling Johnny ever gc 










I 
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Wedneaday t March 14th, 19 56. 


but the fashion in which he writes suggests he must have 
found some of his style in some late 19th century 
novels, I must write him forthwith in hopes that he 
will entertain us further with some of his quaint expressions 

'1'he arti3t came to see me this afternoon. She seems 
to be in a happy frame of mind, meaning. I suppose, that 
she is in the money, for she wanted to " borrow" some wrapping 
Paper, suggesting she is mailing out some pictures, ad 
she also wanted to borrow The book, —which is what the catal 
of Sears- v oebuck is always styled by local citizens 
of the soil, —The Hook t 

- . ' . ... 1 

I think she is getting anxious to see not The Rook but 
n our book" as well f for she referred to it a couple of times 
a nd probably has heard or over-heard me talking about it 
on the telephone in reference to next week's publicity, 

One of the wonders of the negro is his incl ination to cast 
away feelings of resentment and I am under the impression tha 
the artist is already beginning to eradicate from her mind 
that unhappiness that arose when "them two white gentlemen 
what stopped by the house, say that somebody is taking 
my pictures and makin' magazines out of them". 

Come to think of it, that is one magazine I should like to 
see, — aChristmas Illustration, for example, r eproducing 
Hunter canvases in color, I know that would make Clemence 
diestressed, too, but it certainly would make me 
slap bappyuight I enjoyed the E, Roscoe interview on his news 
gram with the Reverend Huddleston of South 
Africa, I felt, however, that many a local 
listener might not comprehend what it was all about 
in view of the somewhat ambiguous phrases employed, 

And ;tonight, when E, Roscoe did his symposium on the 
number of Congressmen signing the protest against 
the Supreme Court ruling regarding education 
that while the discussion by Hr, Murrow was 
learned, it was rather above the grasp of the average 
radio listener, I like his editorials so much it 
fills me with regret when I feel many of his listeners 
a ren't getting it. He cannot ever be accused of over¬ 
simplification in his analysis of a subject but I some¬ 
times feel some of his hearers may get lost in the 
ramifications of the complicated matters on 
wtt icn he speaks, -—My recent "misere" seems to 
be mending nicely and anturally I'm delighted .. 




iio ev 


Memorandum: 


It has been a curious. 


..vi .si015 4 11. f.oV', b ; 

somewhat dull sort 


part, perhaps, to the weather which remains 


of a day, 
clammy, 


I disc voered this morning that I had failed to realize 
how speedily the industrial age has moved in the 
flatchitoches area of late when Mr, Beckerman advised me 
by telephone that the article I had sent him in this morning's 
mail, together with the photograph, would appear in tomorrow's 
paper. Heretofore photographs have required four or five days 
to get transformed from the glossy print on to the newspaper 
page and I had accordingly gone ahead on that theory so that the 
publicity for thisarea would appear at the same time the 
books arrived, or just a day or two following their arrival. 

How, to my consternation, I discover the publicity will get 
a little ahead of the arrival of the books, at last so far as 
the flatchitoches Enterprise is concerned, for I gather that 
the Enterprise notice will beat the Times appearance by about 
one week,. And perhaps is is all to the good since the 
Enterprise can open the campaign with the *imes following through 
as a follow up and the Shreveport, Baton Rouge and flew Orleans 
articles a few days later. In the men time, I shall yet some 
cook book leaflets to Millspaugh's and the Chamber of Commerce 
and they will suggest the merchandise until the books themselves 
arrive by mail on Friday, 

You will note from the enclosure from Barnes that I ought 
to have about 50 by Friday and an adequate stock along a bout 
Monday and so the thing ui 11 be nicely launched even though 
the first shot will be vaguely premature, 

■\ v • -A hv 

From the letter James writes, I find myself wondering why 
he is entraining tonight for Jacksonville since he apparently 
plans to meet Kay in that Floriday city and return directly 
to fie ip Orleans without bothering to go to South Carolina, Frankly 
I don t s ee ax y point in the Jancksoville jaunt under the 
circumstances but far be it from me.to comprehend how he and Kay 
rig up their domestic arrangements, Yt is enough that they are 

satisfied and that in itself naturally delights me, 

•* ■ 
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Thursday, March 15th, 19 56. 


I was somewhat puzzled by a local news item I heard at 
the coffee hour this morning. / nice lady in town appeared with 

a friend on the Melrose store gallery along ~bout first dark 
last night where she met J. H. just returning from a bank meeting. 

She explained that she had driven down to Melrose to show her 
friend from Illinois the way, as the friend hoped to make a 
round this morning. She said, however, that she had been told, 
p parantly by me, that I would be too busy to s ee anybody on 
Wednesday. J. H. said that sometimes, like other people, 
my program probably is heafiier than at other times but that he himse 
would take time to pilot the lady '■bout with the coming of day 
light on the morrow. I asked the clerk if he had been 
contacted by the lady and he had not. I certainly had not 
heard a peep from her. I'm wondering if in our somewhat 
ante bellum telephone system, the lady had called me, got a response 
from somebody on the party line, and had been given a ride. 

Iasked Celeste to get the particulars if she could. 

I shall slide into town tomorrow,morning with Celeste. 

She has to have her perru n y>e fixed in anticipation of a pilgrimage 
to Matches on Sunday. The weather reports aren t too favorable 
for the week end bur. I am delighted she is plann ing to be 
absent, what with the flock of American Te. and Tel people 
coming to see Melrose on Sunday afternoon. 

At 2 this afternoon, the Reverend Wiggins, Presbyterian, came 
by appo intment , bringing a Reverend Lancaster of Austin, lexas 
with him. I liked them both and we had a pleasant sitti. g. 

Before they left, some man from Monore appeared, having been 
here before at some time or other. The Presbyterian preachers 
somewhat surprised me by asking me, after we had gone out on 
the gallery to say Goodbye, if I should like to have them make a 
prayer. I siggnified assent although I cannot imagine whey 
they felt a prayer under the circumstances was in order. The 
Austin preacher did the praying and J- beJieve it was a set lingo 
since he seemed to talk a heap a bout God give all of us vision, 
which sounded as though designed for my benefit in particular 
but which I think Herr Lancaster didn t realize until in 
the midst of it when he tended to pause, falleter a little and 
then barge on through. It seems to me preachers ought to be able 
to make personal calls oji people without intr oducing prayers o?i 
Yucca gallery. Aft»r all, we had been in the chapel and if they 
had felt the impulse to pray, that would have been a much more appro 
prite place it seemed to me, and not on the opposite gallery at the 
Of their departure. The Monroe provoked me a little by staying 
until ?:20, meaning that I lost all secretarial service and 
was bored to boot. But now to work to get caught up and may 
the Monroe man not return too soon.. . 


Memorandum : 

Rai n, chill and more rain and we can take it 
qll. One of these days the sun will rise in a cloud¬ 
less sky and summer will be here permanently and 
how much we shall then appr ec iate today's dews and 
damps. 

Pardon me while I adjust a Denho'lme margin. 

I 8hall try to remember to enclose a letter from James in 
which he inquires about a print showing the likeness of Benjamin 
Franklin. V tfrink he is wrong on assuming you could get 
a ; ything for a couple of bucks but I think in using the 
words, "couple of tucks" ke really means something moerately priced 
rather than some actual figure. Should you ever notice such a 
print in your travels, it would be nice if you would advise 
me. ,So many people "did" Dr. Franklin, it seems odd if there 
aren t lots of them kicking n bout in print shops and second hand 
3tores, —as much in New Orleans as in New ork, I should 
think. #ould you think it would be worth my while to 
inquire of someone like The^rgosy ook Shop, or some such. 

As for the bal ance of oames letter, I can only turn thumbs 
down on the whole proposition. He has no notion, obviously 
as to what it means to throw a party such as he describes in 
his letter. It would mean crowds, of course, and crowds mean the 
big house must have hostesses in rooms upstaird and down and 
it means somebody, perhaps two people would have to be at Yucca whilt 
the artist and I would be autographying in the African House and 
in short, the whole thing would be fully as much work as a full seal* 
pilgrimage without any of the a ssistance which such an undertaking 
requires. I 3hall tell him I favor waiting until the present 
newspaper publicity has cooled a little and then break the 
onslaught down into a s eries of parties, one for the 
Alexandria region, one for the Natchitoches and one 
for the Shreveport. I reckon this or these will never transpire 
but they will be a talking point for a while anyway and when the 
scads of people required for such an undertaking are available, 
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p. s, i 

Isn t it a little qdd and vaguely funny that 
Harper and Brotherdoesn t know that Maurois has already written 
his Dumas biography and that it has already been published 
in America since they issued the George Sand opus, 
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we c an see what we shall see, 

I went to town this morning to do some shopping while 
Celeste was getting a hair do, I s a w the Beckerman attcnpt 
at a leaflet which I had asked him to make up and 
he missed every point I had in mind but as it is 
important to get the thing to go with the books, 1 gave 
him the nod and shall have something else made subsequently, 

I can see already I am going to have trouble with the 
Beckermans for 1 have an instinctive feeling they are going 
to try to give me the leaflet they are printing and 
that's always a pain in the neck since a present of 
appreciation will be in order and that will mean that in the 
end, what I should like to have as a simple business 
tranaction will end up in some sort of a social hurly-burly, 

I found both husband and wife in the stablishment and 
they pressed me to be their guest this week end in 
flew Orleans, as they are leaving tomorrow morning and 
returning Sunday night, I believe. As one come on, 

Mrs, Beckernam explained that a moonlight ride 

had been rigged, up for those attending whatever 

conference it is they are attending, I stuck a 

pin in that one by asking her where they proposed getting 

a moon at this time of the month, Herr eckernman was 

equal to the occasion by saying he was sure we would be 

n ble to find it in the bottom of some bottle or other, 

I couldn't help laughing in my beard today when 
I learned that one of the trucks deliving stuff here from 
ffatchtttoches failed to make its rounds today because 
the drive^had strained his back while Juanita wrote 
Celeste in today's post that Joe, in &apid City, 
had fallen on the ice and strained his back, I began 
feeling beter and better slap off. One never notices a 
broken arm until he breaks his own whereupon every other 
person encountered is in the same boat, it would seem, 

The letter from that Marshall woman holds lots of 
interesting side lights on the O'Brien, I am 
fiddling with one of the State agencies to order a quai tity 
of the Cane Biver maps and I believe I have secured the 
order which will cover the oost of the printing, I shall 
not approve publication unless the order is assured but if it 
the printing cost will be covered and subsequent sales should 
represent a profit, I'm not too sure people buy maps in 

quantity, but if catches on educationally, it might 
do something worth while. And so the day runs out and I m 
going to scoot to see if I can catch up with my favorite 
program, — Mr, Fadiaan and company in Conversation . 


Friday, March 16th, 19 56. 


Memorandum j 

v \ -v 1 ■ ■ ’" 

The Weather Bureau was wrong. We got aL 1 
blue skies today and much sunshine without the latter 
h ving much, effect on the thermometer, 

. A little before 9 this morning, the artist 
tapped on my door. She said : 

"The radio done been talkin' a heap about you and me and f 
our cook book. It looks like to me if they do all that talkin 
about us, they ought to pay us somethin' fur it . " 

Poor Clemence . she never will understand the operations 

of modern publicity any better than I will understand the all 
quiet o?» the letter of Mrs, Eisenhower, 


An early call from town 
the fact that both newspapers 
picture concerning the book. 


this morning acquainted me with 
gave front page particulars with 


/fine o'clock came and the postman arrived . He brought me 
package from flew Orleans for which I raised my eyes toward 
Heaven in gratitude, what with all the doings going on 
in town. On returning to Yucca, the telephone was calling, 

, „ . , i L _•_ L . J i _ * J.- *1 1 - J. 


in town. On returning to Yucca, the telephone was calling. 

It was Millspaughs and as they terminated their talk, it rang 
a gain, --the Chamber of Commerce, --and both scream ing 
for copies of the book, I admonished them to keep shirt on 
and I opened the package. It contained envelopes from 
James for the book t __and n'er a book. 

Late this afternoon, J, H, sent to B a you Hatches to see if 
the afternoon train had brought me anything. It had But 
only a few booknwere to hand, I telephojied the artist and she came 
over and we initialed them with our autographs or perhaps 
I should say we autographed them with our initials, I 
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Sunday, March 18th, 1956, 


divided up the volumes, counti7ig off to those for whom 
review copies were necewary forthwith to catch this coming 
week's press and gave her four copies out of this first 
measely batch, Somehow t she didn't seem too pleased, 

Perhaps she things that's all there are ever to be. It's 
so difficult to fathom a Cane River mind in matters 
of magazine printing and book publishing, 

• J. H. and I supped alone, I gave him a copy 
of the book, I think he naturally takes a degree of interest 
if not pride in things about Melrose, I never saw him 
more delighted and the book itself is so insignificant. 

But naturally I was glad that he was pleased, 

I was dottoing the last line when Marshal 11 
.telephoned, Carolyn has an idea about doing a mural 
thing incorporating two or three different sets of same 
but stressing, of course the African House, The idea 
sounded good for something like Look, I shaL 1 be too busy for 
a few days, however, to give it much thought, what with the 
Oklahoma City crowd coming Sunday, probably the Registers 
on Monday and much paper work to be attended to in between. 

Thee had been some discussion about the Registers going t o 
Old Lonita for a day hut 1 frowned on that at present, feeling 
the should wait until later in the season, perhaps April, 

And, besdies, whenever Marshall comes to Melrose or Melrose 
goes to Marshall, I don t want a couple o extra people 
around, for I can concentrate of work alright when aconference 
numbers but two and under present pressure, I feel whatever fun the 
would be in making a jaunt with the Registers, the effort expended 
would not be sufficient in recompsese to justify the time-out, 

I think there are several potentials in the magazine feild 
shaping up and I want to •get them out of my perruque before engagin 
in any pleasure hejira, I suggested Carolyn try to make it down 
hire along about mid week, assuming the Register may have come 
and gone by then aiid that T may have had an opportunity 
to outline some stuff that might be used advantageously for 
magazines, 

v ’ ■' ■ r-v. 1 • vn o 

Celeste is delighted with today's prospect for fair 
weather ahead . She and J, H, plan to make the Hatchez trip 
on Sunday and that will.afford me an opportunity to 

h^rd before Oklahoma City blows in, 

B.r S an, „ a 1. dilYSMUSS* 


) .i m . a 

>Y 0 :{ 


Memorandum• 

Lo ely weather,'' the whole week end, and the promise of more 
just like it straight ahead, 

t 

From the weather reports in the vicinity of Lyme, I take 
* it this was not the case, I'm sorry, I was sorry to learn, too, 

that our best comdeian, Fred Allen, had died, , 

• ... 

And oddly enough, it put cti idea in my. mind which might do a 
heap for the Democrats during the coming Presidential campaign. They 
might cover the country with posters carrying a Likeness of 
slippery Mr, Sixon, with this legend appearing beneath his picture : 

s • v . .. • o *• :'■{ ‘ \ > 1 > •• . • 

"Do You Want Mixon President", 

J ■* ■ " * • 

Well, so much for people :and poltics on the national scale, 

m v 

As I had but a few books for Millspaugh, I decided to send them in 
by J, H. on Saturday morning along about 7:50, as he was running in to 
town. On my way to the store, however, I encountered the three 
Wenk offpring and some friend of theirs and they said their mama was 
at the store. . I decided in a split second that I was 
going to town with the packages and did so. «. . H. did some more 
talk about the book on the way in to town. Ii} the midst of things, 
and apropos of nothing, he asked me if I didn t want a cigarette and 
when I de lined, he said that I ought to have .a pack with me when 
I wanted them, ~I d dn't tell him I had a full pack, in fact didn't 
make any direct reponse, whereupon, when we cam to a filling station, 
he stopped and got out and went inside for a moment, returning with 
a carton which he handed to me, --a gesture that was pleasant and kind. 

• ; ^ ^ ’ ’ i 

I picked up some tear sheets of the Times and Enterprise 
while in town and a2so the folder which seems to look alright 
although there is an error or two in it where a letter is omitted. 

I am tearing off the third of the folder detailing .particulars 3 bout 
. Hunter primitives and pasting them on the backs of all Hunter canvases 
oing trhough my hands. 

Back to Melrose an hour latter, everything was hurl7-burly as 
only the Wenks can contrive. And the thing went on and ona, through 

pM’Strfii ttfSfttMUl •fts.ssssa ti p s er a e ° ple ■ . 
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ited 

had 


I was exahusted when they finally pulled out. The pa rting 
remarks had to do about the 1 50 Iris Society members scheduled ( 

to appear here on April 5th, Sister started off by saying she didn t 
know who invited the Society and—t is is o lau gh—did I wa t her 
to come with them to help me, I observed that since nobody had invited 
them, I reckoned they weren't really planning to come and as nobody had 
advised me about it, I wasn't at all sure that I should be here at 
that time. That brought her around to a little more reasonable 
approach and she said she thought .she ought to come with them, I 
said nothing. There's but one advantage for me in her presence ,— 

I can so easily turn the presence of the whole posse as 

friends of hers, invited by her and if the lady across the fence wants i 
scream about too many people, she can scream to her sister-in-law, 
not to me, 

K' * 

It was first dark when I got b a ck to Yucca and I was 
delighted to be able to close the door on the world. The telephone 
rang. It was Villspaugh s, reporting that all the books I had taken 
in to t hem in the morning were sold and asking when they might expect 
some more, 

I hung up and the 'phone rang again. It was the artist to say 
that people, unable to get copies of the book in town, were coming 
to her for copies and that she "had done sold" what I had given 
her, iVith 9 o'clock appointments for Kansas and Texas people, I be¬ 
stirred myself early this morning to make a few little 

adjustments which, as you may have noticed, are required by almost ever\ 
household, and particuj arly so, I presume, in gold fish bowls such 
as 1 live in, 

o', H, and Celeste had taken off at 6 o'clock for Hatch itoches 
where the latter and the Lester Hughes would hear Mass and then head 
out for Hatches by 7:30. •Madam Regard accordingly was hostess at 
dinner for Pat and me and we all had such a gay time. 

This afternoon, Dee Hertzog picked up Madam Regard and whisked 
her off to the baptising of Desiree Worsley at theEpSscppal Church 
in town. There was a christening party at the Wvrsely residence 
afterward but I couldn't attend as I had to receive the 41 Tel, and Tel 
people from Oklahoma City, The Hatchitoches Chamber of Commerce kejt 
open to receive them in town and bring them down here, —but Oklahoma 
City never showed up. But ttr. and Mrs. Aguarlera dropped in to say Howt 
and so runs out the week end and a new one begins. And now I must 
SldipVP.W.sleeves and get to the mail and thence to some radioing and 


Monday, March 19th, 19 56. 


Memo rand urn: 


ow nice to find your letter of Wednesday in today's 
post and how good of you to acqudnt me with so many pieces of 
news to provide me with a glance into Manhattan and the heart of 
Lyme . 

Frist off, may 1 respond to your two inquiries regarding 
Ebony and Hephratiti. I understand Ebony is rather expensive and 
if this be true, 1 should prefer to have you send me a 
copy now and. then, should you chance upon some article of 

oarticular interest, 

' 

In the case of Egypt's Queen, I should love it for 
my birthday • I think it would look so nice in a section 
of the window here by my desk, a section of which you may be able 
to make out a little in the recent clippings. I think either 
size would do equally well, and, as I assume the smaller one 
is much , —al thought come to think of it, probably not much 
less in price, it would probably occupy the place adequately, a s 
there is 12 inches in height between each of the five shelves. 

I have earnestly yearned that 1 might see thi3 lovely creation again 
and as the neck line is so superb, it will show to the 
greatest advantage in the window as a sort of silhouette in 
the daytime and as a /ill blown statue at night . Like 

n 11 ....interruption . like all ture masterpieces, this one 

somehow by its mere presence somehow brings one so much closer 
to all whom we cherish in real life and I shall adore h c ving 
it ever here so close beside me And with what delight am I 
going to contemplate birthday time. 

..8 

t c ' 

I got a tremendous kick out of your account of the festivities 
you described so neatly. I had never thought of it before but 
bow many a bag we know would be perfectly crowned tna a gold 
wreath of poison ivy. 

.As for the remark about the pity of it all that the flowers 
couldn't be eaten. I attribute that remark not so much 
to an.absence of food or the withal to purchase same but rather 
to the fact that in the mind of the pseaker, the last word i» any 


I 






I 
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Tuesday, March 20th, 1956. 


aspiration is not for the heart or the mind but the stomach and 

therefore if cut flowers a?ui potted plants could only be 

growned up into some sort of a stew, the ultimate 

in, may I say, belly satisfaction, might be achieved. Perhaps 

j do the lady an injustice but somehow she always struck me as being 

on the dull and on the selfish side and certainly the combination 

if dreadful. So let her go ahead gnawing away on her petunias 

and adjusting the crown of poison ivy as best she may and 

speaking for' two people, if I may do so, she can have all 

the satisfaction her digestive organs can provide just so 

long as it may be years and years before we ever have to get 

tangled up in such a household as sisales and cooks under 

her supervision, 

I shudder as I listen to the radio reports of the tons of 
snow dumped on your region during the week end, I could 
do without snow in Louisiana but I could do without even a thought 
of it in the metropolitan area, I think all snow, in fact, should 
sit on mountain tops where it can be admired from afar and where it 
always appears to greatest advantage• I shall be holding the thought 
that the whole thing in the East may disappear as quickly as it 
appeared but pfrhaps that is hoping too much for a place where 
so many motor vehicles seem designed to convert snow into ice and 
ice to linger so long, 

I thought it kind of John kyser to take time out to 
pen me a line I understand he is busy-busy these days a varitey 
of college matters which phrough custom devolve upon the President, 
including a law suit by some group representing our friends, 
calling upon him to show cause why some would-be student should 
not be'*admitted to the college. This, is a form thing in this instance 
as it is a pattern being developed to include all institutions 
of higher learning in this State, I believe. It is rather 
amusing that this particular sort of suit should be brought 
against Dr, Kyser since he and Thelma both are so much on 
our side, but, asPresident of the college, he of course, is 
legally bound to be named, 

*. , •« ; . . o? ' “ ' 

Where in the world do you reckon the Registers may be, I 
have heard nothing from them and nothing about any books. The days 
mail brought several orders and the town is screaming for copies 
and I know nothing a bout when I may expect any, 

; . <, ■(* . m. - . ’ *-' 

I'm so glad the girl friend is better physically • I 
thought of her,, too, in relation to the snow and the travel problems 
resulting, Again my warmest thanks to you for having made my day so ha 


s Vi '-'.i 


‘A i;i o j\ \s 




oV J 
.It' 


j ■ "•■'t v ; o .- y \" *.. n r \. y. 
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Memorandum : 

. 

Something has again given 'way at the seam, or at least so 
it woud appear, what with a telephone call from Mew rleans at 
5 o'clock this afternoon, James said if it was alright, he would br 
some books up on tonight's train, arriving in Matchitoches about 
2 o'clock in the morning • That sounded ominous, I asked how Kay 
was feeling, Mot so good seemed to be the respouse, I assume 
he wants to consult me before going''ton to Shreveport to consult 
Whitfield Jack about a divorce. What need I have to put on my 
Dorothy Dix crown as of 2 d,m, hence. 

Orders continue coming in for the cook b'ook by mail 
and Matchitoc-hes is screaming for the merchandise, Lordy, 

Lordy, what a hurly-burly I seem to be living in at the moment, 

I continue to listen toreports concerning the post blizzard 
doings in Manhattan, Something was said z bout many stores having 
closed at noon yesterday, I 3hall be so impatient to learn how you 
2 re faring in all this interruption of normal activities . 

I had an appointment with a Mrs. Henry of St. Augustine, 
Floriday, this i fternoon at 2, I met her at the front gate 
and as we strolled toward the big house, we met two ladies 
coming in the side gate • I wasn t quite sure of their identity 
b t guessed right 'when I tossed out the name of Mary Lambdin, 

Some Mrs. Barrett was with her and they were dropping by here en rou 
to Briarwood, I g^ve the three ladies a little tour and then handed 
Mrs. Henry to her 'car, picking up LeToy, Mary's chauffeur, 
uh om I hadn t seen in 12 years, I took hm to theAfrican 
House to observe the murals while 1 joined the two ladies at 
Yucca and good old Leroy, --his first visit into the land 
of the Matchitoches, was delighted with all he had to see. 

The Matches ladies had much to tell, wanted the cook book 
for sale at Stanton Hall, etc,, etc. One thing they told me that 
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interested me much was the fact that in April, the ide Wide 
World is going to tdo a Hue TV from the Hatches area • Off 
hand I should imagine this might let out the Melrose broadcast, 

„nd espec tally so as the only house in Hatches of mansion proportion 
is Melrose, v)hich faces properly west to give the TV adequate 
coverage. How much news one does pick up, sitting out here behind 
a bamboo hedge. 

My mail was so heavy, I but skimmed through it and must 
return to the same batch on the morrow. There seemed to be several 
orders. Miss Myra sent a quick note, saying Clementine pictures 
qt Devereux were attracting attention and that many ladies said 
they had been over here to purchase came, I assume that means 
pilgrims and I'm wondering Uf they have been getting them 
direct from the artist or from Millspaugh 1 s or both,, --I hope. 


interruption . 

Carolyn just called. She reports that theShreveport Times and 
the Baton Rouge' ’ r ornin'g 'Advocate will carry the cook book story on 
Sunday, It is assumed the Times icayune, the Houston hronicle 
and the Dallas papers will do the saine, not to skip mention of 
WcCco, The Morning Advocate asked that the Shorter Book Shop be sent 
dozen copies, properly invoiced and these will be used for 
a big window display, —all Melrose in character and there will 
be pictures of Cane n iver and Feliciana plates included, 


In short, the publicity is well in hand and dL 1 we need is 
books. Oh, if those little old Registers would only s top squabbling 

Carylon took up the matter of the story for Ford Magazine 
and one of the Philadelphia magazines such as Ladies Home Journal or 
some such, 'She thinks she can get aFo^d story and that of cou se 
would be exceedingly helpful, too. 

And so things spin and so mucp I roll up my sleeves now and get 
to work on mail, invoices for non-exist'ent merchandise, etc,, etc. 

It s going to be a long night and I shall try to get some sleep 
before it's train tirrte and 2 o'clock in the morning ushers 
in the Advice to the Love-lorn section. 


Herr Beckerman telephoned from Natchitoches this evening to 
say he is just back from Hew Orleans, bringing with him an idea 
for some national sales thing which he thingks might be worth engine 
qnd he talks about thousands of copies being Sole’, * tc ., - 
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Memo t andumt 


How nice, how nice, how nice . 

Ve drove into town this morning to deliver some 
books, James and I, As we entered Millspaugh 's, a man 
came up to me saying he had a telegram for me. I was 
amazed. 

And both JameS and I were delighted when we learned 
theeontents of the telegram, for James had confessed to 
me that he had been disappointed in the only Wing 
he could obtain but tried to tell himself it would do, hat 
conversation had taken place on our way in to town and 
so it seemed os though telepathy had been working over time 
and that your message regarding the matter should have come 
to hand so unexpectedly, As I did not know the man who 
spoke to me, I assume he prob c bly knew me by sight and 
as the telegraph office is in the hotel adjoining 
the Drug Store, he had probably seen me enter and had come 
next door with the message. 

• » ' 

James was so delighted both with the cir¬ 
cumstance of the delivery and with the contents that he 
will always love the print doubly, I believe, and 
he says he is going to relate the whole thing to 
Mr. Laborde when he makes the pr esentation. 

He arrived this morning at 2 and we chatted until 
5:30. I am sleepy tonight, for I have had a busy day, following 
a night without sleep. 

• v" ' '' 

Were has been the usual spat but fortunately he 
is a hle to look at it more objectively than the earlier 
ones and I gather they will not r eally break up, although 
it would seem Kay has to go through such spells after 


• * 




















. 
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Thursday, March SSnd, 1 56. 


she has been at the Bluff for o while. I gather she 
is returning there and he is making the concession, I 
believe of appearing there himself a little later. 

He really should be in Hew rleans now to attend to 
the book publication and as it appears there is to be 
fully a s brisk a demand for the book as the printer can 
supply, his presence in the Crescent City should be 
?iot interrupted, I think. Just why he is up here except to 
provide a cooling off season at home, I know not but 
perhaps that is sufficient. 1 know not when he plans returning 

but Iassume it may be on the morrow, I hope, as I have 
a billion things to attend to. 

e brought about 1 50 books with him but they were 
all gone before I had finished billing. I dropped some 
at the Chamber of Commerce this morning and Carmen 
called this afternoon to say she would need more shortly 
as tho. gh I had brought were exhausted or almost 
so. I shudder again as I contemplate the Baton Rouge 
a nd Shreveport publicity on Sunday and the probable resulting 
demands. Thank Heaven 1 was able to get one copy 
of the book off to the General in today's post 
for I wanted him to have a copy before it broke in 
his local press. 

. 

I could send Lillian Trichell only half the number 
she requested but as I am promised five hundred copies for 
this week end, I shall undoubtedly be able to round 

out some of these orders by early next week. 

* 

We had drizzly rains today, —typical April showers 
but it is partly fair tonight ad cool and so there's 
much ozone which helps to brace me up a dab which 
I need. 

It was so nice of you to think of my health and mention 
it in your telegram. I am indeed practically all well 
again. I wanted to say yesterday and the day before that 
I had heard none of the things a pearing in the local 

press which you^eferred to in your last letter. You 
Know more about what goes on in Natchitoches 
than I do. Again my thanks for the wire and for the 
delight it produced al laround...... • 



Memorandum : 

Another busy day, cloudy outside, but sunshiney enough 
inside. I find myself thinking of the snow and ice situation 
in your neighborhood and am holding the thought it may 
not be adding too many further complications to a routine 
^ ready so heavily over-loaded. 

oames is here and will remccL nsct until tomorrow evening. 
We .have been able to go into many things. I believe I have 
done quite a lot to get the train b a ck on the track, and there 
it is right now I believe. Wonder of wonders, I found he 
was ready to send a j ft c co>. 6; 2a Storm which he has 

sent thisafternoon, along with a nice note. 

I think a week hence, he will journey over to the 
Bluff with Kay, and that took quite a lot of fixing 
but I believe that has been effected. 


djftr«qfifcc*r fioitw 2U‘#fi»s ff^h’amet 

^ soimircaiati&VDmaitoR narmJteg* teifcus t Vw? TrtTd n ? >? e* 

a neap of the happiness that he feels should be hers if she can 
only get out from under the cloud of divided loyalties. T^ e 
fact that he has constented to gove a gesture of recone illiation 
both by the , book and by a visit seems to me a wonderful 
start. I am so glad all around, —for all three. 

* l 

More orders came to hand for the book. It a pears 
to be catching. 

<. * 

Carolyn telephoned this evening to say Utat Mr. Ogden 
had reported it was too late to. get the thing in the Magazine 
Section but that he had mailed it or handed i-t to the book section 
or some other section in the paper and so 1 suppose that 
...publicity will not be v ry much • 

But the Baton Rouge paper will probably cover the 



hp 
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lower Mississippi Valley area and that will fill in the 
spaces in part where the icayune drags its feet. 


Memorandum 


I have suggested.that James do an errand for me in 
Hew Orleans, taking the book around to Doubleday whose shop 
is on the corner of Canal and Royal, --a good tourist spot. 
That will be done on Monday morning when he will be armed 
with publicity notices. I envision they might buy it 
for the Mew Orleans shop and (Hew Orleans) shop and at the 
same time take it up with the Hew ork office to see about 
carrying it for other shops a round the country. If released 
through that avenue it might have some populartiy, 
especially if the magazines stories get to going 
on a ni tional level. 


In order that you may brace yourself against a 
parcel post item, may I say that one goes forward to you by thi3 
post It's about the size of a suit box but a little wider. 

It is tied with rope and I think you will find it con¬ 
venient .to dispose of the wrappings at the post office, 
for while the box looks impressive, it is merely because 
a handle on one of the items it contains is placed in a 
much larger box that required, for the object, merely to protect 
the handle from the wear and tear in transit. 


Both outlets in Natchitoches this afternoon telephoned 
concerning sales which seem to be go ng along alright. The 
Chamber of Commerce says that people who have ne ver been t o 
Melrose and a re merely passing through town are buying it 
a s a souvenir of their trip Jouth. It would be nice 
if it caught on as such an item since its sal es might then 
be expected to me a prolonged, although slow turnover which 
in the end is always better than the mere flash in the pan thing 

Hazel Jourager ,of 14 atchitoches, a brig friend of 

MuL-U^UiAiLJnLcL.does a heap of catering, tele phoned 

«**’*■»»*** warn* 

copies. ■ 


. I think you will agree with me on examining contents that 
my imagination hasn't stirred since aypar ago and in 
one of the items I have even duplicated what youreceived 
last year. I thought it you couldn't use two of the same thing, 
you might find it convenient to pass this extra one along to 
someone like L. J t who might find use for it. 

I have placed some paper bags in the package so you may 
transfer the bulky objects to them and jso make touting them 
easier • I apologize for having wrapped nothing and included 
no message of cay kind. I have a feeling, however, that you 
may readily understand that with a guest ”hoovering" "closer than 
a brother”, doing things By myself was impossible. And 
so I pray you to forgive the haphazard way in which my anniversary 
greetings arrive but at the same time I have every confidence 
in the truth of my declaration that they go off to you with 
the sincerest wishes that your impending natal day be the 
hap pilttievpteasant to report that Spring of the summery type is 
with us again+ I trust you may say as much for your own 
immediate neighborhoods It was in the 70's today, and 
will in the 80 tomorrow, it is said. I am, ready for it but 
can still stand a little more Spring which never lingers long 
at this bend of the river, —first winter and then summer, just 
like that. w "• • L i • 


She remaked at the store the other day she hoped 
I would sell a million copies. I hope so too. 

* 4 

A lady from town telephoned me today, --furious. She 
said she was at Natchez and at Devereux the lady there was making 
a great point of the Clementine Hunter pictures in the drawing 
room, saying they were the work of one "whom we have recently 
discovered". Ttte woman later told Miss Myra that she knew me and 
my interest in the matter. Miss Myra must have become panic 
stricken, —ence the enclosed note from her. I laughed, for I 
don't care who advertises the primitives, and the Hatches Pilgrimage 
is the best place in the world, and especial!y Devereux..... . 


James got off this evening. I was planning to t ake him 
to the train but J. H. said he was driving to Alexandria and 
would be glad if he would like to drive with him aid save 
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Friday, March 23rd, 19 56. 


lower Mississippi Valley area and that will fill in the 
spaces in part where the icayune drags its feet. 


I have sugge sted that James do an errand for me in 
.■few Orleans, taking the book around to Doubleday whose shop 
is on the corner of Canal and Royal, --a good tourist spot. 
That will be done on Monday morning when he will be armed 
with publicity notices. T envision they might buy it 
for the Mew Orleans shop and (Mew Orleans) shop and at the 
same time take it up with the Mew ork office to see about 
carrying it for other shops around the country. If released 
through that avenue it might hove some populartiy, 
especially if the mo gasine s stories get to going 
on a r j tional level. 


Memorandum: 

In order that you may brace yourself against a 
parcel post item, may I say that one goes forward to you by this 
post It's about the size of a suit box but a little wider. 

It is tied with rope and I think you will find it con¬ 
venient ,to dispose of the wrappings at the post office, 
for while the box looks impressive, it is merely becav.se 
a handle on one of the items it contains is placed in a 
much larger box that required, for the object, merely to protect 
the handle from the wear and tear in transit. 


Both outlets in Natchitoches this afternoon telephoned 
concerning sales which seem to be go ng along alright. The 
r hamber of Commerce says that people who have ne ver been t o 
Melrose and a re merely passing through town are buying it 
a s a souvenir of their trip Mouth. It would be nice 
if it caught on as such an item since its saL es might then 
be expected to me a prolonged, aIthough slow turnover which 
in the end is always better than the mere flash in the pan thing. 

Hasel Jourager of atchitoch.es, a brig friend of 
Celeste and a ladu who does a heap of catering, telephoned 

t c#^*****,^^** 'frvgAV v*f* n *c.V> \ ?nd 

a 8* fjnedk sfkfi And 4oyifcik oji * nm&tipm TUir»?*$ xtti e> IfoeuMi &i<P 

that- .-mk warn i* r,fao41 y tied tfljjMi-gCfe&teasftfc vcatstse. Bxmm’mc&te 

copies. 

She renaked at the store the other day she hoped 
I would sell a million copies. I hope so too. 

A lady from town telephoned me today, — furious. She 
said she was at batches and at Devereux the lady there was making 
a great point of the Clementine Hunter pictures in the drawing 
room, saying they were the work of one "whom we have recently 
discovered". The woman later told Miss Myra that she knew me and 
my interest in the matter. Miss Myra must have become panic 
stricken, —ence the endosed note from her. I laughed, for I 
don't care who advertises the primitives, and the Matches'' Pilgrimage 
is the best place in the world, and especially Devereux . 



. I think you will agree with me on examining contents that 
my imagination hasn t stirred since ayear ago and in 
one of the items I have even duplicated what youreceived 
last year. I thought it you couldn't use two of the same thing, 
you might find it convenient to pass this extra one along to 
someone like L. J t who might find use for it. 

I ho.ve placed some paper bags in the package so you may 
transfer the bulky objects to them and so make touting them 
easier. I apologise for having wrapped nothing and included 
no message of any kind. I have a feeling. however, that you 
may readily understand that with a guest "hoovering" "closer than 
a brother", doing things by myself was impossihie. And 
so I pray you to forgive the haphasard way in which my anniversary 
greetings arrive but at the same time I have every confidence 
in the truth of my declaration that they go off to you with 
the sincerest wishes that your impending natal day be the 
hap piittievpitasant to report tltat Spring of the summery type is 
with us again. I trust you may say as much for your own 
immediate neighborhood. It was in the 70's today, and 
will in the 80 tomorrow, it is said. I am ready for it but 
can still stand a little more Spring which never lingers long 
at this bend of the river, —first winter and then summer, just 
like that. 

James got off this evening. J was planning to t ake him 
to the train but J. H. said he was driving to Alexandria and 
would, be glad if he would like to drive with him aid save 


• • • 


• • 




\ . 
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a little time from, train travel. James accepted and as he 
left Pilgrims arrived and so the balance of my day was 
as busy as the earlier part, 

I cuess one is always a little more tired on the second 
day after a sleepless night than on the first and so it has been 
with me. I seem to be no good at going to bed at 5:30 am and 
getting up at 6:30 the same morning. 

» 

J think James is having sort of a hruly-burly existence 
a nd was glad to get away for a couple of days. I gather that 
Kay's infatuation for Aunt *illie is such that she"cannot 
leave her alone although The b luff is heavily staffed with 
an amplitude of servants. And Kay goes to pieces, physically 
and vaguely psyciatrically f when with Aunt Willie but still she 
can't resist being in her company. I suppose it will be thus 
until *unt *'illie or Kay joins the Heavenly Hosts. .As 
I understand it, Kay wants to go b a ck to he Bluff within about. 

10 days to remain indefinitely and she and Aunt "illie will 
go around the world in the autumn. Of course they will never go 
around, the .world, but it's a talking point they both enjoy. 

I ca>i t s eem to remember when they got b a ck to Hew Orleans, but 
I guess it was last week end. Between then and Tuesday, Kay had 
packed up her things four time, being much in a flurry and determine 
to leave James. That sort of thing must be itresome. He called 
her from here yesterday and she offered to drive up last 
night so they might ride home together. I think 1 have persuaded 
James to drive tier over to The Bluff 10 days hence when she promised 
Aunt. Willie she would return. Perhaps that will smooth things 
out a little but the whole thing is so " ontt again--off again' 1 
that 1 don't wonder James is a little confused by it. I can 
see I had better not file away my Adv ice to the Lovelorn volume 
too soon 

« V . - , V > > - „ 

I got letters off to Mrs, Roosevelt, Mrs. Eisenhower and 
Martin Agonsky in the last mail„ accompany each with a copy 
of the book. It will be interesting to see the reaction. 

Today's post brought several more orders and I'm wondering what 
it will be like when the reviews have appeared in the larger 
papers And I suppose the impending week end will be busy 
with people. I have the wives of the Press Association tomorrow 
morning and only Tine will tell what the balance of the week 

be like. I so much hope there may be peace 



Sunday, March 85th, 19 56. 






Memorandum : 






How nice to find an air mail from Lyme in Saturday's 

post. 

• ■ ast • > r u.') ii -tr--". .. it t •••' t b; i JU 

, I as so glad to get news of little Miss Lee and how 

she was faring in the blizzard. I had not realized before 
that St. Patrick, by special dispensation, had cleared 
the skies for the convenience of the Irish on Saturday, just 
prior to the bigger and better deluge of down from the 
feather bed of old Mother &oose. I shall be so happy when 
I learn that the major portion of the stuff has disappeared 
a nd I am assured that n a vigating in Lyme is approaching normal 

again. 

' 

I disagreed violently with one point made by little Miss 
Lee in her letter wherein she disclaimed any other part 
in the creation of the book than the portrait mentioned 
in her letter. And the reason I disagree so violently 
is because I, for one, and I think you will agree with 
me in this even though little Miss Lee may not have 
thought of it before, to wit that were it not for the 
unflagging devotion on her part all these years, at least one 
of her friends would never have had the courage and fortitude 
to carry through. In a ll truth, indeed, it must be 
further agreed that every page of the book and the whole thing 
as a unit stems directly from the unceasing flow of 
a kindred spirit whose inspiration in the direction of 
"the good, the beautiful and the true" is the fountain head 
from which so many positive impulses flow Frankly, I am 
delighted at the prospect of Dr. Franklin coming from Lyme, since 
that portrait will always be tied in with the publication 
of the book, but let neither of us ever forget that t Lyme runs 
through everything dreamed of and achieved and that s 
why I can contemplte some undertakings, once completed, so 
objectively, I think, —simply because of that preesence 
running through every element in such undertakings • 

The performance of aiiy~k\nd seems obvious enough 


ion bii.' 

* 


It ..V -t ... OC L i 

.'o . ,Sr 


V. 



I 
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Monday, March £6th, 19 56 


but surely all men of good will and with any sensitivity 
must concur in the realisation that it's the inspiration tha 
really counts and the performance merely a mechanical or 
technical progression, stemming from the vital thing, —the 
inspiration, *nd so Lyme is honestly part and parcel of the 
book and I like it the more because of just that, 

Jn response to two questions from little Miss Lee, 

I must make it clear at once, not only how appr eciative 
I am of the suggestions, a further example of that un¬ 
failing bond, but at the same time I must respond in the 
negative to both, as regards the map and the tape recorder, 


Memorandn 


How nice to find your lovely letter of Friday in 
this afternoon's post when J, H, brought the mail down 
from Bayou Hatches, getting it here a day earlier 
than usual. 


I am so touchedby the nice things you had to say 


I am not putting a ny money into the map, for while I 
think it will be rather nice when finished, I aJti determined 
that a sponsor will under write the invetment since I doubt 
very much if it will have the aales appeal that a smaller 
item will attract. 


And how nice to contemplate the subscript ion to 
Ebony, It will afford me a great deal of pleasure and 
information,and at the same time will be enjoyed by many 
of my associates, I shall find it especial ly fitting as 
a conversation piece on the sofa where everyone passing 
this way may get a glance at it and some will become acquainted 
with . it for the first time. It will mean so much, too, for tho 
of my colored friends who naturally are interested in 
what other folks in their racial group are doing. In 
fact, the presence of Ebony at Yucca undoubtedly will 
afford as much pleasure and provide as much enlightenment 
as any single, item hereabout, 

\ % > n '1 • Ok) i \ i. T 4 i ' V * - . 

And I'm so glad you could see some of my favorite 
gagets on my desk, especially little old Yucca, and that 
you could get some notion as to where Egypt's Queen 
will find a resting place,and an unending point of 
satisfaction to me and. a glimpse of joy to those 
passing this way, I am delighted at the prospect 
of the lady is sitting so close to me at my 
work and, it goes without saying, I.shall love her twice 
as much as ever before because her mere.presence will 
somehow be a constant source of delight in the association 
of her presence here and the one to whom I am indebted for 
her presence, Some time you must relate to me how you 
chanced to stumble across her, I. can well imagine the 
surprise you experieced in so doing, 

. t 

And mai.l tl r. ik icu for giving me some picture of 
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Memorandum: 

Another busy day, with everything at tag ends because 
I got into the big road. 

Carolyn passed this way and provided me transportation 
to town and on the way, it occured to me that the opportunity 
would be an excellent one to get a good look 
at the Hodges garden, or Hodges Podges, as l 
a m pleased to style it. 

It is „bout nest of here a bout 50 miles, I guess, 
deep in the heart of the hill billy country, which, of course, 
gets it off on the wrong foot, so far as 1 am concerned, 

ut the place itself made me feel depressed, --so m uch 
money spent on a project which simply hasn t come off. 

Perhaps the years will spread a kindly mantle over the 
place and when trees have had a chance to grow and camellias 
chance to die, there may be more repose in the 
place which already impresses me as h a vmg too much of 
the bleak quality of & V unoccupied landscape. 

I have no idea how large the tr a ct is but it contains 
thousands of acres, of c ourse and I suppose one never does 
see the end of the domain. The place where the map sytles 
the "Vain Garden" is c bout 2 acres in extent where you never saw 
so many camellias, perhaps 8 feet in height oiid 6 /eet 
in radius, —that is the brnches, -wind perhaps 8 or 10 
such planted in a space now larger, say, that twice the 
width of my bed. And that is just one such cluster of 
these beautiful trees, all "ganged up together and ii 
r position where they cannot possibly grow. 

. 

' Miss Dormon's iris looked as flourishing as 
the "M a in Garden" which is on another level, --and 
just as jammed up, —wild iris in a tremendously 
cut-over region with a lake of 22 5 acres, and said wild i 
wedged in between a couple of cement.walks 
occupying a spakce, perhps 20 feet m length. 
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how the effects of the blizzard are gradually being 
effaced. I shall be so glad to learn when the streets 
h a ve become les 3 hazardous and the rains have washed away 
the sooty evidences of the March 18thattack 
from the clouds. 


I had a telephone call from Carolyn today, saying she 
hoped to pass this way on the morrow. I am hoping she 
may find time to run me up to the Hodges place, for I 
should like to get a glimpse of it and . to consult 
with some of the people therewith whom I am acquainted. 

I believe the place is just made for articles of a first 
rate nature. Up to now, it has had no publicity to speak of 
and because Mr t . Hodges is a sort of hill billy, he 
probcJbly hasn t any notion of the larger aspects of 
what good magazine notices could mean, not only to 
his pocket, — he charges $1.10 to visit the gardens, 
but probaby he hasn t thought of how much pleasure it 
would provide so maliy people who, if they knew about it, 
would be delighted to drink in its pleasures. I shall 
see what I can do with the man if I can get up there to 
have a go both at him and certain members of his staff. 

I suppose his present undertakings represent perhaps 
the most elaborate or at least the most extensive 
planttng of any garden in the South, perhaps. I 
gather from what little I know about the place that 
it must be at least ten time larger than Bellengrath, 
for example. One reason I want to explore it a little is 
because I think I can use it in connection with Natchitoches 
undertakings, although, I believe, it is 2 5 or 30 
miles to the North of town. erhaps 1 shall be able to work 
up something that will tie the two places together in t he 
public Lmind and so, when and if, the Hodges place gets 
"top billing", Natchitoches c an benefit from its 
proximity. 

Mil'lspaugh telephoned tonight about 7 to say they 
have run out of cook books and of i unter canvases. 

It's remarkable. The artist has too many orders to fill 
and I reckon it will be a while before Millspaugh gets another 
dab of her doings. In short her s ccess is assured from 
here on qut and I'm so happy for her, and doubly so because 
she hasn t the vaguest notion as to how 3he has arrived at this 
point, save by her own industry, and that ouqht to provide her 
with much happiness in the years ahead. Such a pleasant 
day, thanks to your grand letter. Bless you for making me 
so happy...... 


Tuesday, March 27th, 2956. 









* *?< rm"' 
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I was disappointed by everything I saw, and 
doubly so in view of the vast amount of money that 
has been and is being poured into the project. All 
the way home, I could think only of the remark: 



. n 


* \ i 



V: 1 M'5 a.fc'- 
'ir,r* 


, Wednesday, March 88th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 




"It looks like some folks gets money so 
easy and spends it so awkward." 







One approaches the entrance and is impressed by a 
pretty, plain and correct iron fence, and after driving in, 
one's soul is child a little by the barrenness of 
everything as far as the eye can see. Eventullay this 
will probably be corrected when within 10 years, the 
trees will begin to grow, —I hope. A winding black top 
road for which something like a quarter of a million 
was paid turns down a hill, giving on a lake which is too 
big for a privete domain but just 3 bout right for 
apuhlic park. One crosses the dam that forms the end 
of the lake and then drives along the shore of the 
lake, on which no trees are planted . A hill rises abruptly 
on the other side of the road and perhaps a hundred feet 
above is said "Main Garden", to which one can ascend by 
a flight of elegant flag-stone steps, numbering perhaps 
8 00 hundred in number. People like poor Madam 
Regard, could never negotiate such a stone hazardd to 
.re a ch the main garden. And on reaching same, the 
jammed in camellias confr nt one. There is a 
bool in the midst of it, more or less half square, 
half round, with a winding edge on one side, a right angle 
edge on the opposite t side, and the winding marking 
on the one side doesn t embrace a single pleasant 
curve and the 45 degree angle opposite is shocking, 
of course. i -• . 

5 t t ~ V, • . . i ■ -j !? •• ‘ ' . 

A water fall twelve feet .high which could easily have 
been made much higher, drops into nothing and 
somewhere bqlow amidst cement paths, flourish 
Miss Mormon s iris. Beyond is a hege shed, sufficient 
perhaps to accommodate 80 automobiles, which is the ferry slip, 
fqr the electric barge which eventually w ill transport Mr. 
Hodges to his home which he is preparing to build 
on a little island some 8 00 feet away in the middle of 
the lake. It's all so tqcky and so terrible, once can but 
Sight for the Linderhof it .might have been and never can be.... 




• ■ • • • • ^ ' ' • 

And so the superb likeness of Dr. *ranklin 
arrived in this morning's post and after I had examined 
it, I wrapped up the good doctor and posted him off to 
James who is going to be delighted with same, I know. 

The reproduction is so fine, I know Mr. Laborde's 
office is going to be dominated by this 
portrait of theAmerican patron saint of printers 
and everything a bout the cook book by way of business flowing 
through the Laborde office will take on added significance, 
thanks to the presence of your gift. Eventually we both 
must make a call on the printer and see for ourselves 
how fares the spirit of the good doctor in this establish¬ 
ment which would have so much interested a Philadelph¬ 
ian, were he today able to follow the scent of 
printer's ink to the Crescent City. 

. t o 1 . . i. v. •' 

After sealing yesterday's memo to you, I had to 
laugh in my own beard i t the way I had gone so 
"all out" in deploring the Hodges Podges business and I 
must say I felt contrite about it, too, since I'm sure 
all the observations I put into the memo couldn't 
possibly have been of the slightest interest to 
a nybody. I had intended to enclose the folders received 
on entering the place but, belatedly, 1 tuck them in 
this memo, thinking they might give you a vague notion 
about the place that might have been a Linderhof but 
somehow turned out a3 a fine example of what Adam was i hie 
to do to Eden. 

: , v 8^ i; i 8 8 '-n i’.v!. .:a • ■ • ’ »» 

Carolyn got off this morning, after getting some 
color 3hots of the murals 9/e laid out some details for a 
couple of articles for Look or Holiday, based on pictures she 
had recently uncovered in her file at Old ^onita. I think 
she was as glad as I to toss .out any notion of ever doing 
a/iything with Mr. Hodges' Lost Paradise • 

i>:V - ‘ •• ■: io “T8.YJ81 ti xi 3B9L x 

. < o , .f; .'''H . i. 
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On 1‘uesday afternoon, while I was busy getting 
myself depressed over the Hodges business, Lillian 
Trichell came to see me and I'm sorry to have missed her. 

I know not what she was doing down this way but assume she 
may have been heading into the bogs of South Louisiana 
to get ahead of the iris enthusiasts, scheduled to hold 
their annual pow-wow down that way next week end. So many 
of the wild iris enthusiasts jump the gun on the gathering 
so that they may scoop up the cream of the year s iris 
crop and get them safely tucked into their own gardens 
before the pilgrimage to the bogs is made by the 
entire group. I suppose there must be vast areas of 
these plants growing along a stretch of perhaps 1 50 
miles along the coast but, thanks to the giving away of much 
of these holdings to that Oklahoma oil concern by the 
Secretary of the Interior, there will be fewer bogs 
where the native iris will exist after this year. 


Memorandum: 

Full summer is upon us as I hold the thought 
the same sunshine and warm breezes may be eradicating 
the March 18th blizzard leavings from the neighborhood 
of Lyme. 

- 

Celeste is unhappy, feeling she had to 
supervise the cleaning of the big house before 
Juanita and her mama arrive for the week end on the 
morrow. She told me this morning she wished the big 
house with d 1 its dust and dirt would hrun down 
so she wouldn't have to bother with it. What with the 
ge erous assortment of people assigned to her to do the 
work, you wouldn't think it would upset her so. 

She wanted to alk with me about Me irose this morning 
^nd how we could charge far people to visit it. I 
expressed no ideas on the subject. ut I thought 
I glimpsed a gleam that once that thing should be started, 
Melrose might well expect to be saved forever, since the 
possibility of gaining something through such a means 
would undoubtedly inspire the, Jenrya to j ve if 
os t ' Mention. Of course, what Celeste doesn t realize 
is that once a charge for getting into the place is 
made, there will be ten times more people coming this 
way, especially on week ends but 'll let her find 
that out when it happens. t - 

I didn't find anything particularly startling in 
today's mail but Eugene told me that Sister had 
telephoned from Shreveport to say that Mrs. ‘Ihomas 
(Miss Nellie) Ragan had died yesterday an.d would be 
buried in Ruston tomorrow. It seems to me it 
was only last week that Robina mentioned having taken 
her out for a ride. Miss Nelliewas o>^ angel but 
‘so cliorless that in life she seemed almost as transparent 
as a ghost. She was so kind and yet her personality was 


From the enclosed telegram, it is obvious that 
la Storm received the cook book, sent her by James with 
a gay message penned therein. I notice his name is 
not included in the message, no doubt based on the 
fact that she felt it proper to mention only 
the names of the authors and the illustrator. I do 
hope she will send a message to James although if she 
should fail to do so, that would be perfectly under¬ 
standable . 


I suppose I may have mentioned last week that I felt 
enormously gratified when I got lames to write something in 
the books for the Harnesses, Miss Mah and others to whom 
he should have written something or other or sent 
n wedding announcement last June. In some of these cases, 

I so much hope this gesture may have the effect of 
re-establishing his former happy r elations with them wfiich 
should never have been dropped. He*is obviously 
establ ishing so excellent associates in the social field 
in New Orleans but apparently he continues reserving his 
especial friendship for me and I suppose that is why he 
felt the necessity to "get away from it all" last 
week and come up to spend a day or two with me, which 
is flattering for me, of course, but showing a gap in 
his personal ties which ought to be mended. 

Well. 1 .guess this letter turned out to be about as dull 
as yesterday s. May I do better on the morrow. . 
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Friday, March 30th, 19 56 


such that if she chanced to be one of three 
people in a room, probably neither of the 
ther two people present would notice her absence if she left 
or would reqrk upon her return if she came back. I'm sure 
she will be ‘missed by many and yet it is equally time that 
few if any of them will think of her often unless someone 
mentions her particularly. I'he suij total of all the 
personalities in the world at a given time might make quite 
a pretty mosaic with some of the pieces giving color or depth 
or design while others would form the cement that holds 
the sec tions together, and Miss Hellie, through her 
inordinate transparancy would be merely the cement that 
was present and a mighty important pa rt of the whole 
panorama but an entity that would never be noticed except 
by cement experts or those specialising in the mechai ics 
of the composition, 

I was somewhat taken a-back today when, within 8 hours, 


Memorandum • 

* * » 

Here it is, —the birthday week end and I’m 
hoping the weather is just as fine at Lyme as at this 
bend of the river where sunshine all day has given place to 
a marvelously clear, star spangled sky and the promise 
for the morrow is of like dexcription. If only I might 
bundle up a bit of it and send it in your direction, or, better 
still, if only the best of Lyme could be bundled up and trans¬ 
ported here for a glass of birthday port on the gallery, all shadowy 
except for the gleam of the birthday candles burning on 
the Blessed Martin's altar. 


Good Friday seems to be a sort of holiday in this sectioji, — 
with schools not in session although they kept on Washington s Birthi 
and sxmsxxorteiores open and the banks closed and the Chamber of 
Commerce, of all places, shut tighter than .a drum at just the 
time when the greatest number of road runners are all over 
the place. 

I know not if the plantation worked or not. It seems to 
me I did hear the buzz of tractors off somewhere or other but 
I do recall that two or three tractor drivers passed this way 
both in the morning and afternoon, asking if they might 
cut fish pools from the bamboo hedges, therebye suggetting that 
some of the local sons of the soil.might be practicing the 
piscatorial arts rather than agriculture today, 

* 

I assume that B a tdn Rouge business is perking since two 
different shops telephoned me from there, prdering cook 
books. The postman made his rounds, too, leaving me gobs 
of letters which remain tucked a way in my armoir for 
tomorrow's perusal unless some be-lated secretary staggers 
this way before midnight. , in which case I may discover 
material for enclosure . 

Early this morning the artist came to see me, We autographed 
some more books and I g^ve her some dozen hoards, the size of the 
clothes line painting, telling her that some were for orders and the 
balance for herself. Today and Holy Saturday are, according 


two long distance callls came through, stating that the 
Readers Digest had stated by te1ephone that I might be 
.used as subject matter for theiir "Favorite Character or 
whatever the thing is called, and iould I consent to 
to pose for a thumb nail portrait in words. What next 
.will people thing up. 

Dumb me, 1 had alv)ays supposed that the Digest s 
F.avorr ite Characters had been dead for at least half a 
century, and for all I know, the Digest may assume that 
that is the case.. But it is said that th ■ Digest pays 
something like twelve hundred ccdlcrs for a good 
"Favorite Character" and I know not why, but somehow the poem 
of WHde came coursing through my brain, —the one about 
those Roman gentlemen who cast lots for the. raiment 
of Christ, immediately following the Crusifiction,. 

Well, 3 o the days jog along and miracle of 
miracles, I had not pilgrims today, although there were 
some who almost got under the line by comin - after dark last 
night. But the prolonged eek end is just ahead, —Louisiana 
has Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday, and I suppose 
there will he lots of activity before the next three days have 
elapsed. /nd so the week end gets under way . 
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Easter Sunday, April 1st, 19 56 


Memorandum, 


J. H. journeyed to Shreveport today to consult the 
bone doctor' about his wrist which is giving him trouble, — 
the one on the broken arm of last winter. He is bringing 
back some Wenks with him. Juanita and her mama are spending 
he week end here, too. 


Vhat a lovely Easter egg came in Saturday's post 


ana now lovely the card and its lovlier message, 
and now nice that little old Yucca here on my desk should have 
re-appeared in another costume on the card, and doubly so because 
o the two little new live ducks now dwelling under the 
magnolia tree, hard by the big pot. 

As for the B a sil R thbone rendition of Mr. Wilde's 
nicest things, I nearly fril fell out with delight at 
merely glancing at the container. I hadn't heard that Mr. R thbone 
had done the E a irey Tales, although I think I did mention 
having heard him on the radio the other night giving a 
reading of Poe's The &aven. 


At this point a secretary did arrive and we ran or rather 
staggered through most of the mail, mos of which was a 
collection of Easter messages and a flock of orders fvr 
cook books, both of which a re most welcome, of course. A 
very nice letter from the General which I shall senci JL ong 
later, as J. H. might like to glance at his brother s 
remarks on the cook book. There also seems to be a two page 
letter, covering many points, from James which I shall 
have to run through again before sending along for your 
delectation. 


I ajn hoping that you found a little moment to yourself 
to enjoy this marvelous record of such marvelously colorful 
stories. I never heard them read better \although Eva LeGallienne 
does a splendid job with 1 he irthday of the Infanta on 
th’e Congressional discs. 

I c c n■ t say if it s a 3ktp of memory or if it's an 
odd circums tance that I never did read the Selfish Giant 
before. I can remember nothing about it and I have 

a feeling I never did dip into this charming, moving tale. 

* 1 • 

I had to read slap through the record, each side, naturally 
just as soon as I reached Yucca from the Post Office on Satv.rday, 
last night, it was the last thing I wanted to hear before 
calling it a day. I beg a n today with it, too, and I shall 
close this E'aster on the same note, loving every moment of 
the magical telephathy that Mr. Rathbone can establish as between 
here and there and Lyme coming b r .ck to mind so often as I 
contemplate thedepth of the Easter greeting all around. 

. t r t t y 

I did interrupt my desk work a bit last night to read a 
couple of pages from the Hesketh Pierson biography of Sir Walter 
Scott. I found some perfectly pert lines for some future use, —. 
how pat they would be for a Pilgrimage program • 


. If this paragraph and margin seems out of line 
with the above, it is merely because I had to take it 
from the machine for an address to be placed on some envelopes 

I was so glad to hear that James got a telegram 
from la Storm. If he can only make Kay behave, it shouldn't 
be too difficult to get that outfit running along smoothly. 

Of course, the lucky thine x bout you aid me is that 
we have no problems but I'm grateful to God for 
one thing and that is the fact that if we ever 
should have ai y, we always know at least one sympathetic 
soul to whom we may turn and on shoulder we can 
release a fliagra. 


I have such a lovely ,bouquet of tu purple and white 
wisteria bouncing away gayly here on my desk beside me, 
each nodding, with every tap of the keys, ai approval 
of the thoughts for a Happy birthday, racing through 
my heart. I shall be so interested to learn if 
your birthday week end turned out to your satisfaction 
and I hold the thought, it may have held endless 
delights as well, even as does my heart in merely thinking 
of little Miss Lee on her natal day...... 
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"If thou wouldst see fair Melrose aright, 
go visit it by the pale moonlight ....... 


Then go and meditate with awe 
One scene the author never saw, 

Who never wanders by the moon 
To view what could be seen by noon" 


-Sir Walter Scott, 


I must check back on the precise wording, for it seems to 
me the two sets of lines, both from Sir Walter s hand, al though written 
some twenty years apart, might well be used to advantage some day for 
some publication having to do with the local Melrose. I suppose 
I got the- main idea, as quoted above, but it is quite possible the 
precise wording runs more like: 

"if thous wouldst view fair elrose aright, 

Then visit x± it by pale 'moonlight .. 


Then go and meditate with awe 
On scenes the author never saw, 

Who never wandered by the moon 
To see what co 1 1 soon by noon . r 


gett 


Perhaps these lines account in' part for the fact that one is forever 
ing pilgrims at the strangest hours and too often slap at IS o'lock noon 


For some reason, impossible for me to guess, there were no pilgrims 
on Saturday and none today, although there were lots of telephone requests 
for appo ntments covering next unday and the following one. Perhaps 
everybody was too busy displaying Easter finery to waste it by journeying 
into the country and perhaps, too, the partly cloudy, warm weather 
frightened people 'illto fdreseeing~th r e possibility of getting their new fine 
fc athnterdaapedtyodab .three pieces of mail I had in mind enclosing but seem 
to have misplaced them temporarily but if I do not find' them for this 
envelope, they will turn up shortly in a succeeding one. I enjoyed 
a nice long chat with Fames who telephoned to wish me a happy Easter and to 
say that-everything-if perfectly lovely at the moment at the 630 St. 

Ann appartment. Praise the Lord and may it so continue. 

I must write him- ~bout the order for a cbok book to be sent to 
Mrs. Charles Kimberly of Nairobi, Kenya Colony, South Africa, for he 
will like that. Me mentioned something about Kay and him making a 
round up this way r bout 10 days hence, --I suppose enroute to The Bluff. 


This morning's rad 
section of Fort Worth, 
and his 18 year old son 
heading out for Midland 
here one night this pas 
I found myself wonderin 

But now to the mai 
this lovely Easter egg 
thought, the natal week 


io spoke of an air plane falling into the residential 
carrying to their death one Mr. Oilman, or some usch 
and the pilot of the private plane which had been 
, Texas. There was a Gillum or Gilman couple 
t week from Midland, Texas, and naturally 
g nbout them all during the day. 

1 and after that to Mr. Rathbone. How nice to have 
to share by telepathy with Lyme where, B hold the 
end has been a hppy one.... 


I 
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Monday, April 2nd, 19 56. 
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Memoran du m: 


I take it I didn't knock wood hard enough last 
night when 1 remarked upon the phenomenon of having had no 
pilgri ms all day for the road runners more than made up for 
it 24 hours later. 

odpy's batches leaned heavily on Shreveport aid Alexandria 
ai\d the^hurch was represented in force. I could have taken 
much satisfaction in batting a Reverend Sister who insisted 
on rushing around, le a ving her 7 companions to take 
their q cue form her to dash about snatching milk and 
wine lilies, magnolia forscatti, graiches from the lemon tree, 
just coming into flower after two years, and generally devastatir. 
ev rything they saw. I finally put my foot down and 
remarked that if one more convent were tunred lose in 
here there wouldn't be enough plants left tq sweep up. 

The gals didn t like what I said and I didn t like what 
they did, but at least I had the satisfaction of 
h a ving my way by stopping them. 

The clergy always has a tendency to be dictatorial and 
1 was astonished when some member of the upper Catholic levels 
told me to move a chair to permit his camera to get a better 
s ota t Grandpere. I smiled but declined either to move the 
chair or permit anyone else to move it and from that point on 
the Church pu,t on better manners. 

Artist came to paint and telephoned jangled with calls 
from people who wanted to come but had to be side tracked. In 
short, the summer season is on and I shall not have to be 
Crocked by a cow" tonight to induce the advent of sleep. 

~ 

There were quite a few letters in today s post, some 
for cook book? others as interesting but not so gratify¬ 
ing, as in the case of one from la Montespan 

who apparently is now making her residence in Baton ^ougc and 
speaks of having a New Orleans author do a book on the love life 
of o'. H . Henry. From this, B take .it, that liason has been inter 


interrupted again. Let us hope permanently. 
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It wa.s nice hearing from Irma O'Brien although I 
must ■ say she is a poor correspondent for the most part, what with 
the big gaps in between her communications» 

Perhaps my secretary wasn t reading very well but somehow I 
got the impression that rma was definitely making ai effort 
to throw bouquets in the direction of Kay, James and 
Aunt u illie, and was doing so in such a somewhat frax tic fashion 
that the intention was more to impress me as the on-looker 
than for those at whom the bouquets were tossed. 

Daisey in the Pell Garber is always sweet and I thought 
her letter making acknowledgement of the book characteristic¬ 
ally Soaannot begin to tell you what enchantment I experienced 
whexx I heard the word, "Chez-bou" a bit ago, I had never 
heard " hez-bou" handled just that way and it was marvelous, 
along with a whole lot of other names with which we both 
are familiar but which each of us would probably have to 
struggle with just a little to get. then all straightened 
out as they fell from the lips of Alaxxzo B a tti ste, 
a cousin of Peter axid log axid, j 1 though the latter are 
large men, Alonzo is a bout twice their size making him 
gigantic, I suppose he is about 7feet tall, not 
exactly coal black but pretty black nevertheless, 
and a man who has bpent all his 30 odd years at Taylor 
Hill,, except those four passed in the armed forces. You 
have been through Taylor Hill without knowing it, for it 
is but a cuvve in the road about half way between 
Yucca axid Alexandria, —perhaps 5 or 6 miles -forth of 
Boyce, t s a sparsely populated region, - -it seems to 
me there are lots of seedling pixie trees ixi that 
xxe ighborhood, qxid because it is sparsely s ettled, Alanzo 
probably docsn t see many people, a e gets up this way 
sometimes to play base ball with some team from down 
t/iat way but this was the first time he had come to see me. 

He wanted to alk a little about the war and when he 
said he had beexx a Ohmaha Beach and later had moved 
over to "Chez-bou", I was utterly enthralled, And 
from hez-bou we went on across Fraxice, Belgium axid into 
Germany, city by city t axid I suppose T was perhaps the first 
person with whom he had talked since having been there, what 
is it, - perhaps 10 years ago, who wanted .to hear him rattle 
off all these names ixi the lovely deep velvety voice that 
gave evexi more value to the pronunciation which was already 
entrancing. What with the baseball season just opening, 

I hope Alanzo will be making another round soo for I simply 
miist hear much more about "Chez-bou" and all,,,,,. 


uesday, April 3rd, 2956. 


uli Jr/ 


Memo raxidum : 

We had a half ixxch of rain, —the pin point variety, 
which came down on and off all day, and I loved every 
pm point of it. It is still cloudy but the vxeather 
m a n says it will be only partly cloudy on the morrow, 
so reckon we ve got about all we are go inn to 
get at this go round. 

j 

■Lhe past couple of days have been so foggy that I 
am hoping the rain mqy have cleared the atmosphere 
for actually it wasxi t o scured the sun but rather the 
Gobs of fine-fine dust, being kicked up in the 
West lexas dust bowl. 

Today's mail was heavy again today . I make it 
a point to attend to book matters while secretaries are 
about axid the personal letters sometimes get misplaced 
whex\ 1 beg n digging into that department. I notice, for 
example, that l did not find Daisey in theDell's letter 
last night when I went to enclose it. Along with 
many others, its in my file and evexitually, I shall 
catch up with it. 

* 

lhe one from aames today seems to cover a lot 
of ground. His idea of direct letters to members 
of garden clubs is good and 1 think i can get quite 
on imposing one. His idea of me receiving all 

sv.ch who may invest in a cook book, however, is off the 
beam. ^ J 

When he was here, he mentioned that he and Kay 
V 9 ^ u P, fiere in a, week or 10 days. He continues 

to hold to the same possible time, 1 notice, although I 
yuess a full ten days have elapsed since he was here. 

Carolyn telephoned tonight to say she had been 
notified by Guggenheim that she had not been among the 






I 
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Wednesday, April 4th, 19 56. 


lucky ones receiving the awards from that foundation, 

I discussed the recent suggestions regarding the Digest 
thing regarding the Favorite u harater thing. That 
wouldn't precisely take up the slack disappointing 
anybody failing to receive the Guggenheim thing but 
as the digest pays well, it might help out to 
the tune of a few hundred dollars, I told her of 
James' letter and the possibility that Kay might make 
a round at Old h onita, She said she would be glad 
to have her, I think it would be nice if K a y would 
take a sack full of . ney i i L ■ - ' she passed 

that way, Carolyn said that she had heard from Helen 
and a fried of theirs, Virginia somebody of Waco, Whose 
two gals plan a week end around the 28th, "studying 
about" passing here on a Friday evening and going on 
to Marshall on Saturday morning, spending the night at 
the motel in town. Whey asked if she thought 1 would 
like to make the Marshall jaunt with them, I 
passed the word along that I would not, I am 
glad to do what I can for anybody, inside or outside the Lone 
Star State, but not for the sake of society, I hopt ; 
the Register visitation and the Waco pilgrimage don t 
fall on the same week end. As 1 recall, I have the 
Iris Soceity, including Sister, for the 25th and that 
ought to be enough to last me socially and anti¬ 
social ly , for weeks, 

am happy to report that Celeste seems ever so much 
calmer these days, I pause to knock wood. She told me 
this mrning that Joe had asked Juanita to spend June, 

July dnd August with him in the Dakotas, That was a 
surprise for me, as I had heen bracing myself against a 
month's visit from Joe at elrose during Jiene, ^ut 
as Joe can change his plans from second to second, the 
prolonged summer honeymoon in the North may or may not 
be upper most in his mind. The radio says I( apid 
City . is frozen, tight under a blanket of snow and sleet, 

Joe doesn t seem to mind the Northern winters and, brother, 
so far as~I am c oncerned, he can have all of them. 

And now I must get after the mail, and then turn 
to The Happy Prince ' which I am enjoying re-reading so mightily. 
It's so nice to think that perhaps circumstance gave 
you a chance to read the same record before uou sent it 
a long, I like to think so, --it makes the sharing so much 
more pleasure&ble 


c.sv. o.J I 
bi 

. '.rv 


'emorandum: 

It’s hot and humid with a promise of showers tonight, 
and if we could get another half inch of rain to add to 
yesterday's,, I should be delighted, 

r - t T ’.J, 1 ; fojU' t 0*1 ’W : V. V' ■ 

I thought the opportunity perfect today to 
plant gourd seed and I suppose I put in enough, should 
have of them germinate and come to maturity, to 
cover,all of Louisiana and perhaps half of Mississippi 
and Texas, 

ther sign that the calendar skipped a notch, 
leaping from winter to summer in a single jump, is the 
unfolding of the leaves on the pecane trees, a may 
havee remarked before that locally people have an 
adage : - "Pecanes never get caught", iplying that 
they are so slow about rushing into leafage that , 
a frost never reaches them but of course that isn t 
always true, as in thecasc of last year when everyone's | 
crop was damaged by a freeze on the 27of March, --everybody' s 
except those on Melrose, —and for what reason that was so, 

I never could figure out. 

••• ■ 0 A C • v it 0 A 0. i. I ’ 11 '■ : '■ " 

An ordej; from Fames brought news 1{hat Cousin 
Ouida wants some Melrose Plantation Cook Books for 
her shop -i t 626 Chartres. It seems quite a while 
.since we have heard from Cousin Josephine's sister. 

Just to show how the Post Office, can do when 
it gets playful, it delayed delivery of James' letter 
by sending it, as the notation and .c ancellation reveals, 
to Buckeye, Louisiana, as a starter. I never heard of uckeye 
a .d haven't the vaguest notion as to where such a place 
may be situated. What a name, Buckeye. I shall send 
the envelope back to James for 1 feel he will be able 
to h c ve lots of fun with Buckeye. 
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t s odd how one keeps up with the Rands in 
a sort of uncertain kind of way, as, in today's post, in 
the letter from Lijther Harrison. I gather Dr. Rand must be 
much mended. Isn t it odd nobody down there has time 
to drop a card to let us know he is out of the hospital. 

I must have been disgruntled when I got around to doing 
the mail since I seemed to find something to complain 
about in nearly every letter. The °mithcrman letter 
.got into my hair because they are always sending me a hristmas 
present and then didn't have the g race to accept the 
book without paying tvxice its cost price, I shall write 
Friend Smi thermal: a note, expressing.concern over his mother- 
in-law s health and bouncing the check slap back at him, 

4 

The letter from the Presbyterian Divine of Austin also 
nettled me, both for its prosaic quality, for which I cannot 
blame the man, but primarily for its parting shot: 

"Yours in Christ s service" or whatwever, I find 
that phrase so tacky and out of place that I shall close 
my letter to him with "Yours, not in the service 
of Mohamet", or some such. Things have reallyc ome to 
.a pretty pass when a Presbyterian preacher has to tell you 
he is operating in- C-hrist's service, I think and I 
should like to jog them out of that apathy which induces 
so many of them to fall b a ck on a flock of old stock 
phrases, "communion of the Hants", " Christ as your peersonal 
savior" and so on, I always can develope a dab of high 
blood ressure when church men are contented to drag 
. themselves along in the 187 0 lingo of religion. 

Well, so much for fuming and fulminating and actually 
I'm not mad at the world or the divines peopling it 
and besides, 1 have enough broken fences on my own land to keep 
me sufficiently busy to the extent of repairing them and 
not complaining i bout the condition of my neighbo rs barriers, 

• ' . •• • t •• ; . . ' ; 

After supper tonight, my little tom cat, just the 
yeloow and white coloring of old randpa, went into the boot 
for a bit of chicken, and came out a tabby, still eating 
the fried chicken. What transformations are effected without 
any knowledge, apparently on the part of the patient . 
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Thursday, April 5th, 19 56. 

&£.* 0K0 3' A \ vVV ‘*• i* • ; v# Sq , 

• , 

Memorandum : — <. 

'* •> • • •, •' - *■ Ao 

It's easy enough to see that James was delighted with 
your Dr. Franklin, 

' F ■ o, • • - . e. * f «. ' ( * ' • 

I .gather from his letter that everything is rocking aong 
sedately in the marital section and that, surely, is something 
to be thankful for, I gather, too, from his account of 
his pursuit of Lion that he is liking that and undoubtedly the 
two of them are having fun in the Lion hunt, if I may use the term, 
since the entb/usiasm of the one is probably shared in some degree 
by the mate. 

Madam ^arco enclosed two sheets of paper in the same envelope, 

I was so touched by the first, demonstrating her desire to send 
Faster greetings and, classic person that she is, making the 
most of the material she had at hand so that her few lines 
seem to mean so much mo e .than had she asked Maude to buy her 
a card,It's nice to learn from Mrs. R,, of course, that the little 
old Melrose item has found a place in her Hyde Park home, 

. • ■ . • 

Today's ^ntermittant showers g„vc me an opportunity 
to round up a flock of flower pots and to plant somei things such 
as 2innias and smaller things which I can manage in pots better 
. than in the gound at their be ginning, what with the luxuiant grass 
too often getting ahead of them when the seeds are placed directly 
in the earth. After they have grown a couple of inches, I 
can transplant them and keep an eye on them in their race with 
weeds and so win out in the long run. *. 

'I . j *5 A - -'. I/O. J»0 ^ '3 J - . .. 0.' V V’ m • *> ’’ X.- ! OV v \ ! ’-SO 

I io a s astonished for the millionth time by the tremndous 
growth of the leaves of the freesias all of which seem to have attained 
a height of more than a foot this year. I hope I mentioned a 
. while br.ck that I present Madam Regard with her special pot 

which not only had such promising greenery but also a lovely big 

white blossom, slap in the , middle. She was enchanted and as she had neve 

seen a pure white one before, was doubly so., 

■ sin •_ j t ♦cf v m;;.'' «><: v. •5’- 

........ 
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Friday, April 6th, 19 56. 


Today 1 learned of the first person who has expressed 
dislike of the cook book. You're going to love this. 

Ifie person denouncing the book did so on the grounds that 
it is outrageous for c person of color to be honored by 
appearing in a picture with a white person as is the case in 
the cook boon, --not only once at the desk but a second time 
within the African House. As you may have suspected before 
reaching this sentence, the objector was none other 
than Miss Sally who, at 85, devotes much of her life 
to making life miserable for the many servants surrounding 
her at Magnolia • 

I learned with surprise, as 1 have observed in Celeste s 
case, that the matter of colored children in the same 
schools with white children, —the mere thought of it, 
comes mighty close to inclining both of these ladies, 
both of t hem ultra Catholic, in breaking from the 
established tenants of their Church, iA ich, to their vjay of 
thinking, is, indeed, the only Church in the world. I 
am. told on first rate authority that Mias Sally adore3 and at the 
same time reverences Father Lyons of Cloutierville more 
than any living soul on earth. When she got to carrying 
on about colored people a while back, he came down on her 
, with the admonition that a little more humility would 
harmonise better with her professed religion. She 
resented that enormously and although she had grave doubts about 
remaining a died-or is it dyed-in-the-wool Catholic because 
of that Church's stand regarding people of color, she didn't 
feel she had to give up her affection for her pet priest . 

V'. *>■-, ’(■• -j. , ■. ■ j, -A- 

I learned today that Charles Cunningham is being treated 
for a mental condition in .VewOrleans, —the place being called 
De Paw, or some sue). I have had some experience with 
senility but wouldn t have the slightest idea on how the thing 
is to be treated and I have my doubts about anything being 
very successful. I am told the charge is $500.00 a week 
which not only sounds pretty steep to me but doubley so when 
I find myself altogether doubtful about any possible cure • 

s i \ SS 01 <\ A'Otie VjlCO 01 / 

Getting news tonight is'impossible, what with so much 
static and, jfter all, I dan t care for 1 feel just like 
"More Echoes of Paris" after-I have done the mail and counted 
out a thousand inserts for James........ 


s 1 . t» v < 
A In .1 £> v ..> 


V Viol 




. • Ti ■ 


\ , J .- 

» I I » 


Memorandum : 

Full summer again and glorious sunshine, followed by 
a "soft Southern summer's nighfthe heavens heavily star- 
dusted. 

» 

What with yesterday's damps and today's warmth, the time 
seemed ideal to put in the balance of the gourds, pumpkins 
and watermelons. If half of them take, the castle of Sleeping 
Beauty will have nothing on Melrose. 

After the vines get going, the gourds which incline to 
crawl upward, will spread a green blanket across the 
water melons, I hope and so the chances of me ever seeing 
the latter may be the better, --assuming I can ever get 
to thimhad luck today in that no pilgrims passed this way to 
clutter up my planting but I have 15^ biddies for tomorrow 
on schedule and what w ith fair weather promised for the week 
end, I suppose the 15 on the docket will be but a drop 
in the bucket. 

vnW:. sO w> i». l C r-ikt, 

While I think of it, I must mention something I may 
a l ready have mentioned before, —the Rosalind Aswell is tek ing 
Paramount Pictures to Court, asking $300,000.00 or some 
such figure for damages sustained by her, as Jimmy's widow, 
because Paramount brought out a picture using 
Jimmy's copyrighted book title for a picture, — "There's 
One in $vcry own". I may have mentioned this before. 

I haven t heard from her in a long time and nobody I 
know has mentione her but I eckon she is about. It does 
seem odd that Hollywood should have made such a blunder and 
they will probably settle out of Court. 

, :> i o ■ ■; B.v sr 

Today's mail was hodge-podge, and of no great 
interest. The Government sent the copyright certificate 
for the cook book and I shall pass that al ong to James 
for tiis cook book file. 

What I liked best in the mail was the news from the 



















From the FRANCOIS WlGNON PAPERS/ #fj~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


.Js l V. ' 


7913 


7914 


Sunday, April 8th, 19 56. 


Iris Society that they are not coming to Melrose. 

suppose too many of the ladies couldn't imagine spending 
a: entire day with Sister who had offered her services 
to receive here and at the same time plained to 
be with the entire group during thier outing from 
the Shreveport area. It's odd that the President or whoever 
wrote me never did mention a date, and as this is the 
first time I have ever had a peep out of ai y member of the 
group except Sister, the whole thing seems to end about as 
vaguely as it began. I acknowledged the letter with 
thcoi ks. 

And, Brother, am I thankful. 

• • )j, ’ •' ■« «. > y »(. •Vi* f * : - i y “ • 5E 

lid then the telephone rang. 

. > ■ 

Kay was calling from flewOrleans to say she and James are 
coming up Sunday. I told them T was aL 1 tide up for the 
Sabbath which was a lie, sort of, but I should like five minutei 
at the end of the day to catch my breath and when she said 
they would like me to have dinner with them in town, 

I lied further and said I shouldn't be able to get 
away and that I would see them bright and early Monday morning. 
She said she is going to Briarwood sometime Monday and 
probably will stay with Caroline one night and that 
she, Kay, had just talked with the Old D onita Carolyn and 
the latter had said she would come to Melrose Tuesday night 
so she could see them. I suppose the Old b onita Carolyn may be 
heading for Hew^Orleans and 1 assume James and Kay may be 
.heading toward the Bluff but who knows Let me get 
this visitation over before the Waco continget honors me 
and i find myself wondering why I instinctively get so restive 
yhen I realise 'm going to be honored by guests, 
it's because and especially at this tyme of the year, I 
seem to have so many people on the pilgrim side, —friends 
. of friends of this or that member of the fani y or somebody 
who's a friend of somebody who knows me or some such , with the 
result .that when day is done, nothing seems quite sodesireable 
to me as to be able to close my door on the foot-loose world , 
chat for a little -while with Lyme, do a d.zb of mail, read a 
little if not too sleep and go to bed when I please.. But 
obviously if I followed thaij program at will, I'd soon 
be in a rut and that wauldn t be good, —they say. And 
so 1 head into a new week before hitting the week end, and 
so thinjs .revolve cbo: t trt A,l remote point of gravity.... 


Memoran dum: 

How nice of your to share some of your reviews 
of the cook book with me. They arrived in Saturday’s 
post and I assume a covering letter may follow shortly. 

It is so nice to have these, i s I seem to be quite 
out of them, and I only hope you didn't cheat 
yourself in sharing so generously with me. 

Thte week end has been hurly-burly. I suppose 
the impending week end will he even more so. I trust 
you will be able to forgive me if my daily memos 
are far below pur during the ensuing four or 
five days, for it unpears to me that from sun up 
until mi.d night I shall have varying sort of people 
"sicking closer than a brother", and probably all 
correspondence will come to a complete halt and 
memos will not be "worth the powder and shot" 
as Miss Cammie would have expressed it. 

I suppose James and Kay are at Mathcitoches 
now. I am determined not to telephone them until 
I have done some mail, after tJii,s little chat with 
Lyme. Then 1 assume James will s~ay here while 
Kay visits Briarwood and Old B 0 nita 
c?id if I'm lucky, theqj may be gone by the week end, 
for which I fervently pray. 

K * r * 

Carolyn telephoned this afternoon. She wondered if 
I could engineer it so that Kay would come to 
Old Bonita before visiting Briarwood. I hope I 
can arrange that, a lthough it will require stme 
engineering on my part. I gather that Carolyn 
h c s some Dallas business ,.on Friday a?id as she will pass this 
way to pick up Kay on t'uesday, perhaps I can persuade 
Kay and James to linger in the ffatchitoches 
from now until uesday and then reversing the original 
sphedule, have Jamewgc to Old Bonita and pick 
up Kay on Thursday and drop her off at Briarwood 














From the Francois Nignon Papers, flM-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7916 


Monday, April 9th, 19 56 


for the night and then pass this way on Friday. It is 
^1 so hurly-burly, —Mother of the prices we pay 
for our association with those who have tine and 
money on their hands and not too muc/i imagination as 
to the work-a-day world, and its routine. 


Memorandum : 

*;v> < M"' v.' 

/ full day, as ant,ir pa ted, and a little busier than 
I had calculated — and a little damper, too. 


I was perfectly i elighted this afternoon when 
I finally responded to a tup oh my door at gust 
the moment the Old Bonita call came through. 

For there x discovered on my gallery none other than 
Desiree Worsley, her nurse and her proud mama. 

I thoght the little Desiere looked alarmingly 

dusky in color hut her mama was so radiant 

that the dusky tint of the child somehow pa.led in the 

glow of he adopted mama's sunshine. The lady 

doctor brought me a bottie of champa rue 

ii ; ’■? been opened for my benefit at the 

christening on the 25th of March, had I attended. 

The little girl is sweet-sweet and. i'yi so 
delighted both for mothe and for child that 
the happiness is so complete. 


I had a flock of field, hands sent me to do some 


gardening at 5:30, and although 


a lright, the rain knocked them off by 20. In the mean 
time, between 6 and 8, I had given the house a (flick 
going over, had dispensed with two flocks of pilgrims and 
welcomed the Orescent Cigby travelers. 

The lady remained until 10 o clock and then took off 
for Briarwood, carrying a car load of gourds of all 
sizes for the feathered inhabitants of that place. 

. ... . t 

The status of the union of the .. guests seems to 
be as delightful as one could imagine. ay the good 
work go on. 

I an astonished at the amount , of material 
they have gathered together concerning Lion. I am 
enclosing on sheet which was copied, without aiyone knowing 
its contents. Sometime, --and there s_ not rush at all c^out 
it since years may elapse before we get to working on it, 
if you would have an opportunity to give me a notion 
a s to what it has to say, —don t bother to translate 
verbatim, —just whatever point~is made in the pice, 

I shall be indebted to you. But, please, B pray, do not 
attempt a.-translation, —but merely give me some notion 
a s to what it mentioned in the piece . 

!.W i * v 8 > :• "00* W.’iiM. 

I cannot tell you how astonished I was to discover that 
for about 4 years, from about 1848 to 1852 or thereabouts, 
Jules Lion, in the Mew rlpans registry, has the three 
surprising letters after his name, —"F. M. C •" 

I cannot help wondering if some error could have been made, i 

a vji •«'" . v •';« l '- r <•> • 1 T ' a: *' ' w ' \ 


The lady doctor had never seen the murals in 
the african house or in my bath room, aid speaking 
of the latter, I learned b telephone today that 
the ones, -in said bath room, taken of me 
vh He in the bath, turned out wonderfully well. 

There's just not telling when and if they ever 
n ppear in newsprint, but x mention them at 
this point just so they may not be too much of 
n schock, s .ou'ld you s onetime bump into them 
unexpectedly. 

a tn a n. ***■ .. « ‘ . 

. My pirlgrims were numerous, quite aside from the 
lady doctor who actually isn't a prlgrim but an 
old friend. I ueid.erstun d my friend, Alonz Baptiste, 
he Tfoot giant, who works in the saw mill down 
Alexandira t way, twirled a no hit baseball game 
today, and wll pas3 this way later tonight to say 

ggma-spmt'ikm mttmst w 1 ' 1 ' wl ‘ 

thanks for the news, aper notices and may your Post Easter 
Sabbath have been a peaceful one...... 
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yet no white person, I suppose, would ever have 

let such a thing appear more tha once if it were not true. 

But wonders why it only appeared in those 4 years and 
not in years preceeding and following. Ft seems even 
more inexplicabele in view of the .fact that he is 
mentioned in certain records as a 'native of Prance", — 
a nd it seems remarkable that there should have been many 
mulatoes or negroes in the Prance of the end of the 
18th century or beginning of t/jc 19th century. Of 
course there was Mme. du B rri s little servent, Zamour, 

. whom Louis XV in a playful mood, made Governor of 
Louveciennes, —the Dubarry property near Marly, but 
I think there were but few colored people in Frax ce at the 
time. 

, l , , V ■' - • •• • ••• ‘ r . .r, ; 4 . . * V 

• 

One isn't quite certain as to the date of 
Lioxi's birth, although the St. Louis graveyard ixi Mew Orleans, 
has it down as 1810, for birth, and January 10th, 1806 
a s the date of his death, lthough another record seems 
to suggest that so far as the death date is concerned, 
there was the same mistake made as rbith the Madam s 
tombstone in that although she died on the lVh of 
November , the cemetery tombston has her death t as on 
the 18th, the date of her funeral, and in Lioxx s case 
someplace the date of death is given as January 9th, 

1866 instead of January 10th. . 

Well, such little matters amouxxt t o nothing 
but they do show how records can be a little off on 
occasioix . As for the 1810 birth date, as givexx some 
where, that would seem to be toe late, sixxce, as I have 
«, read somewhere, he had pictures ixx the Jprixxg Salon 

of 1825, axxd it s eems very unlikely a child of 15 
would have a picture or tuxo ixx the “,>ring Salon at such 
an age. - . 

* ftt; n '<r » \C V‘- i .Vo.4 t i ^ t i. . S Z ~\ 

’« l ; 

Word has just come through, —and mighty lacking 
ixx dependability, that Jeff Johxxsoxi who lives on the 
Masurette place, took his wife axxd childrexx to Shreveport 
today axxd that their car blew up, killing them all, some 
where in the Shreveport area, jls Jeff s wife is 
Mowretha's sister, asd as the latfer is our cook, 

. the new&- mpv carry implicatioxxs that Zelma will be back cooking 
-.gain one of these days until after the fuxxeral, if ixxdeed 
the news be true, which may not. Forgive a poor 
letter, i'll be glad when the week has been achieved ..... 


Tuesday, April 10th, 19 56. 


.. ! 


Memorandum : 

Another busy day axxd cloudy withal axxd chill, 
what with a 'low of 3 8 to 40 probably registering about 
now, —2;30 a.m., as of Wednesday. 

> 

James axid I devoted ourselves all day to Lioxx axxd 
kixxdred matters uxxtil about 4 wlxexx Kay arrived 
from Briarwood. 

She said she had fouxxd Miss Mormon looked 
so well axxd that she had had a lovely time. I ri ad, 
sexxt Briarwood a dozen ortwo of gourds for Carrie s 
bird house requiremexxts axxd Kay reported that she 
was delighted. Carrie is ‘always so coxxcerned with 
the status of the birds axxd the animals makixxg their 
home in axxd about Briarwood. Kay a^so emarhed that al¬ 
though Carrie's heart coxxditioxx isxx t goo, her eye 
sioht is keexx axxd that durixxg breakfast, Carrie had 
caught a glimpse of a rabbit hoppixxg aloxxg 
ixx the directioxx of the house which impelled her 
to go out of the b c ck door and come .rouxxd the side 
of tlte house where she shot the little rabbit right 
between the eyes, --a woxxderful shot. It seems to 
make a difference ixx which way one expends his care 
for our feathered axxd furred fricxxds. 

Carolyxx arrived about 5:30 axxd we chatted 
uxxtil 6:30 when we departed for supper ixx 
towxx. It was rather amusing, as we were approach ixxg 
the froxxt gate whexx Kay, apropose of 
nothixxg, asked Carolyn if she was heading out ( 
for /Jew Crleaxxs oxx the morrow. Lt was everybody s 
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understanding, including Kay s, that she was up 
here with a. view to spending a couple of days with 
Carol# at Old Bonita and we all laughed together 
when Kay was reminded bf that fact. 

At the Town House where we dined, the owner 
of the establishment came over to greet us after 
we had been seated, bringing us samples of 
food, made from the Melrose Cook Book, which he is 
featuring this week on his menu. He plans to feature 
one or two items each week, and 1 learned from him that 
every ottce house on the /Ja.tchitoches rad io, the Town 
House gives the hour and mentions the fact that its menus 
are featuring this or that item from the aforesaid cook 
book which is mentioned with each broadcast over the 
a ir, along tuiith the names of'its authors. I never - 
tune in on the Batchitoches station, and. so I did not know 
of this free advertising. 

• * ■* , 

y , . 

We returned here about 8:30 or 9 and 
chatted until now 

Kay will ccompany Carolyn to Marshall on 
the morrow and James will remain here another couple of 
days before picking her up there. They could so easily 
be persuaded to linger in this region for at least the 
week end, but what with my schedule being pretty heavy, 

I shall not encourage that. 

I can't recall if I mentioned that yesterday 
I received the Globe ■‘■hisle (&chinopes) from ’Wayside 
Gardens, --a root of which I have been casting a bout for in 
California and Hew England } for I remember it as being 
pretty and am wondering why I have never found ai y 
in Louisiana or Mississipi gardens. I got it planted 
just before a heavy shovtcr and, starting off thus favorably, 
perhaps it will have a good chate to get a starter, although 
I assume that perhaps Louisiana heat may be too much for 
it when summer comes f which is the only reason I 
can think of for its absence from Southern gardens. 

And so today comes to a close and I bolt for the bed. 

I shall be so glad when we can get to chat a little earlier.... 


v * * 
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Wednesday, April 11th, 19 56. 


Memorandum: 

Another busy day, another prolonged sitting 
tonight, and both withal quite pleasant. 

’ i . 

Kay and Carolyn took off for Old Bonita this 
morning and James and I did much scurrying a bout 
in town. 

\ J f m \ • * /. :« t- . V ■ — 

We stopped at the Chamber of Commerce first where 
I had promised delivery of a fresh supply of 
cook books. While there, I asked Carmen if she had 
ever heard anything rbout the Esso map which had 
been a nounced for the holidays, last past. °he said 
she had talked with the local Esso people yesterday 

a iid they had nothing new to report. 

* ' * • •. . ^ ^ 

Hext we dropped by the Hatchitoches Enterprise 
office for a little chat with Mr. Beckerman. He handed 
me the new Esso map which he had just received. Later 
in the day we examined it more closely. It would appear 
that this 19 56 - 1957 map of the B ou th Central States 
ought to be very helpful in the general sarttrr scheme of 
or for seeing Melrose Plantation if not the cook book. 

James noted on the map itself that "Melrose Plantation" 
is the only "plantatio " listed as a plantation although 
Parlange, Afton Villa and so on are noted but not carrying 
the word Plantation with them. 

t 9 i 

"e dropped in to say Howdy to Charles Cunningham 
and further along to his sister-in-law, Mildred Cunningham, 
and thence around to Millspaugh s where we had a pleasant 
chat and where I left them a couple of mighty inf erior 
Hunter canvases. As they had n'er a one, they were delighted 
to get hold of these. 

• 

• We dined at the Town House end were b a ck home 

by one o'clock. My telephone was ringing as I arrived 
a nd someone identifying herself as a secretary, asked 
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Thirs ay and Friday, April 12th. and 15th, 19 56 


ne when it would be convenient for me to appear in 

town on the morrow in order that the press might 

nake a shot or two of me receiving the first Louisiana 

Esso map from the head of the *sso organisation m 

this region. I said 2: 30 would be fine and I m 

ho d inn the weather will be, too, for it is lovely 

with starlight tonight although the promise is for 

rain on the morrow. In the afternoon, James and i plan 

to run up to Cld Bonita, pick up Kay, after giving a few 

gin,ices at planting problems there and then head b^ck 

this way, I may stay in Natchitoches with them over nigh 

so, if there should be a day's skip in mail from 

here, you will not be alarmed, I am hoping to 

get the decks cleared of company before Saturday and unde 

when I have too many a ppointments without adding 

to them by local guests. Be i * > ■ L cn ’• 

\ ve James take up some matters with the New rleans 
Doubleday book shop for me I think the Melrose advertise 
which Esso has provided will clinch that matter and there 
should be a good sale of cook books in that quarter. 

. Stevphen Henry sent me a little note today, penciled 
on the margins of some clippings, again congratulating me 
on the book. The clippings were from the Baton Rouge 
paper which for two successive weeks listed the cook look 
as at the top of the best seller list. J-hat should be 
jjom r-ri *n.n ft. ton. bv wav o.t doing business. 


Memorandum 


AS anticipated, there was a gap m yesterday s correspondence. 

It was a busy day but I'm glad to say I got to bed earlier on 

Thursday night than any other this week. 

* 

r 

oames was with me from sun up until coffee time when Beth 
Cloutier came down from Beaufort. All she wanted was a ton of 
Giant's Beard, Butterfly lilies, Ribbon Grass, Elephant Ears, Iris, 
and half a dosne other things including [Orinoco £r.Jiana roots. She 
chatted a little with James before he left to call on the artist. 

She told him about the work on the Prudhomme geneological 
table she had done. He remarked that it must h ve taken 
a long time. She responded that it did, and as she is a very 
selfish person in matters regarding her geneological efforts and 
will let nobody teem the, she observed that it did take lots of time 
and that nobody ever wanted to pay her anything for it and asked me 
if that wasn't true. I said it was so true, in fact, it was 
just exactly^like people coming here to toat out half the garden 
and never dreamed of paying anything, which made James hoop and 
la Beaufort to attempt a shadow swing at me . I was so delighted 
to insult her when she had herself presented such a splendid opening. 

«v 

We did some work after dinner, James and I, and I was 
tired, as I had had nobody to assist me in all‘ the digging and 
toating for a la bag, but we made it to town to keep the 
appointment, mentioned in Wednesday's memo. The results of 
that appointment appear in the Enterprise, sent under separate 
cover. • lour regular copy of the paper will probably follow in Monday 

nn q+. 
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Sunday, April 15th, 19 56, 


to make a little exclusion around the lake by myself before 
sun up. Along about 7, James, out for a stroll, joined me, 
and half an hour later, Carolyn, in a boat, crossed to the 
far side of the lake, and brought us back to the other 
shore. The half re-built log cabin she had purchased 
from somewhere was in the wrong place. If you picture the 
Mount Vernon lay out and envision a long cabin on the margin 
of the Potomac, Xx slap in a bee line between the front door 
of the house and the river, you will agree that such a sight 
or site would leave much desired. I accordingly re¬ 
commended that it be pushed over in a relative tax position 
to about the place the Washington tomb is situated at 
Mount Vernon and James joined, me in pointing out that 
the barn must not be near the house and not within view of 
the fr nt gallery but farther w away and more to the back 
of the house. This accomplished, we breakfasted a little 
after 8 and Kay finally put in an apperance. She seems in 
a gay mood and I observed that she ate a stake and salade 
last night, suggesting her apetite is returning and that 
the goat s milk and corn flakes can be dismissed temporarily at 
least. 

We left at 9 and were back at 'lelroseby noon, the wea-t er 
being cloudless and warm and quite pleasant. 

<• Thursday morning at coffee, Ce'les e asked me if I had 
sent Mrs. **oosevelt a cook book. I said I had. She said that 
Attala Hertzog who 'works for the " eteran's Administration 
in Washington, had sent her mother, Miss Sally of Magnolia, 
a clipping from some Washington paper -bout the book and 
here was something About Mrs. A oosevelt but nasn t sure about 
n ny of it. From this -i assume that Miss Sally mag have 
had a clipping from Mrs. Roosevelt's column, although this 
is merely a» assumption, as I know' nothing about it, other 
than mentioned, above. If it did. appear in the colum, 1 assume it 
may have been under date or near the d. t e of Mrs. Jl.’s letter 
to me, although that is only a guess. Should you chance upon it, 

I should be glad to le rn particulars but I pray you under present 
stress and strain not to search for 3ame, should it not h^ve 
come to your ttention at the time of publication. 

The ladies across the fence left this noon for Mansura to 
attend a 7 a»m.. wedding on Saturday and, it is said, they will 
return Sunday to receive the'bishop and cler gy expected for 

the lOQth anniversary, celebration of . the establishment of St. 
Augustin s Parish, aames and Kay will return to Mew Orleans on the 

morrow.... 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your air mail of the 11th in 
Saturday s post. 

• 

It is so nice to have our telepathy which functions so 
perfectly, enlarged upon by your perfectly elegant letter and 
to hav this more fully rounded picture of your doings which 
almost makes my head swim to contemplate. I pray you not to jam 
in correspondence during these busy days when there are 
so many days all rolled into one. Breathers vrill be available 
sooner or later and in the mean time, the telepathy will assist 
us in keeping everything atuned to perfection. 

It's so nice to know that the natal day held a heap of 
hap piness for little Miss Lee and I'm so glad, you mentioned 
the Anne Morrow lingburgh book for sometimes I receive 
books before they have been listed in Talking ~ook 
Topics and it is nice to have this title to hang on to, in case 
it should turn up unexpectedly. 

Good old \7th Avenue and Bleeker. The clipping of that spot 
under snow brought back so many memories of days when that 
neighborhood, —that spot, was so familiar. 

The copies of Life come right along regularly without a 
peep ever having come to hand from their subscription 
department. I suppose zbony will be falling into place 
shortly, too. *nd thanks for telling me of the p icture 
of Mrs. Roosevelt in Look. Celeste borrowed a copy or 'fwo from 
me at the post office on arrival and I must chunk her to 
return same so I may have the pleasure of examining the 
likeness of the lady. 

' r<i . v . • ■ • * 

It goes without saying that I was perfectly delighted 
with your account of that black gentleman in theBelgian Congo, 
moseying down a dusty road in a black evening gown and lace cap, ui 
which, as you so rightly point out, had reached a 
spot and a wearer that never could possibly have been dreamed 
of my the lady to whom it originally belonged. I giggle 
every time I contemplate the picture. 
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0’ ,*to 

j-i tLi' ■ 


Our summer weather held slap through the week end, 
making it easy for the road runners to run. ± dined with 
J. H. this noon. the ladies still being in Uansura on 
their frolic. "They never miss a funeral or a wedding", 

c s the master expressed it, 

I was provoked, on returning from dinner, when, 
on meeting some people heading toward the front gate who 
said they had known Lyle and were from Baton Rouge, v)hen I 
learned that Noble Horan, a mulatto living next to the 
spillway, had had the temerity to take the people 
through Yucca. I came down on him like a ton of brick 
then and. there, and I doubt if he will repeatthat per¬ 
formance, Noble is a harmless nobody, married to Carrie 
Kirkland who is very conscious of her superior white blood 
and tries to inspire her somewhat stupid spouse with the 
same feeling tq the end that he has to attempt doing things 
on trie social scale that color would prevent mu'lattoes and 
negroes from doing, in a vain effort todemonstrate 
his lighter status, ignoring completely the good manners which 
would prevent a negro or a white person from doing, 
at •» r ' ?u ssjV «ii l , • i i *v io t 

Before reaching Yucca, Mr. Youngblood, the overseer, 
came to ask if l would give a tour to his parents and 
relatives and befor I had finished with them, Dr. Kaffy of 
Shreveport who owns the spill way camp where the 
Morins live, appeared with too other doctors and. asked if 
they might.have a tour. Dr. A -ffy, a dentist, explained 
that the .Yenk children are his patients, as though that 
were .some recommendation. 

And speaking of the »enks reminds me th t J. u. mentioned 
at dinner that Si8ter has asked him to get a birth 
certificate for her. Mow nice it would be to learn that she 
might be going to use it for a passport or some such, but 
J. M. d.idn t seem to know what it oas for. 

Ed Rand and family and friends came after I had finished with 
56 Alexandria people who were being entertained at some camp 
or other here on the river. I gathered from what Ed said 1 
that Dr. Rand is far from well and there was something about the 
occasic al U3e of oxygen. I must write him a letter for 
tomorrow's post 


Monday, April Jf£th, 19 56. 


Memorandum• 

another lovely day, al 1 s nshine and rather more 
comfortable with the thermometer in the mid 70's instead 
of the mid 80's. 

» 

Today's mail was sparse for which I am thankful, 

I had so many other odds and ends I wanted to 

attend to and, marvelous to relate, only two 

batches <f pilgrims got into my hair all day, enabling me 

to do no end of piddling. 

When I stepped out on the gallery at dawning 
this morning,, a little before the sun had be-stirred 
himself, I noticed a Big old armadillo, just finishing 
up a night's work. He seemed ever so tame and not at 
all startled by my presence. He had been rooting around 
in the cotton hullls, stirring up everything in 
the butterfly lily and banana , section. He had 
also taken the trouble to dig up all the gourd 
plants, only a few incites high, growing along 
the gallery but i didn t mind that as 1 have plenty 
more seed and can replace the first batch. 

i saw the ladies across the fence. The wedding 
V)as perfectly darling and they, accordingly, were 
in the 7th heaven of. delight. Somebody had told 
Celeste that the Standard Oil - Msso map thing was 
one of the greatest boosts Natchitoches ever t 

experienced and she was so happy c bout that, Isn t 
it odd that it never occurs to her that this is 
going tjo mean pilgrims without end during the next 
couple of years, --she who makes such a fuss about 
such things. 

« , !> -. ., • As fc •*< % ■ i ■ . • \ 

And speaking of the map, James remarked that 
although Parlange, Afton Villa and other such places 
were indicated on the map, it was Melrose and Melrose 
only .that carried the word Plantation with it. I 
suppose 1 have mentioned this before but I repeat myself 
in case I did not mention it, or if I did. 




> , 
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t On turning the page, I notice I really got a Denhome 
margin on the other side, 

■‘■he letter from Hiss ^ormon was 7 uite an epistle for 
her, I laughed to myself when I read what she had to 
say ..bout the cook book. In the back of my mind runs 
the old concept of propaganda, with Dr. Goebels being hailed 
as the mos~ effecient in the German field while the British 
have always been considered at the top of the field since 
they handled theirs so subtely, nobody ever thinks of it 
z s propogranda, I have yet to hear from anybody who suspects 
that the" Melrose cook book is anything more than a cook book, 
pleases me no end. Somehow I feel so 
British, nobody having sensed that in r a'lity one big 
punch behind the book is a desire to bring a counter¬ 
fire into play against the outrageous doings of the 
past year in such places as Alabama, Mississippi and 
so on, 

Carolyn telephoned from town along about first dark. 

She is pausing here until the morrow when she anticipates 
a conference with J, H, at 7 o'clock regarding J, H. 
whistling at Earl long so that Carolyn ran get an opportunity 
to selling him the Archivist job face to face. 

She plans"a 10 day stay in South Louisiana, mostly in 
blew, Orleans, There will be one trip to Franklin, 
however, where she goes with Kay to have Brumby advance 
three thousand, dollars out of Kay's money to Carolyn, for 
Kay is making the same mistake all rich people do in con- 
. fusing a gesture of friendship and a business transaction, 
Carolyn, of course, will sign on the dotted line as.the 
ge ture will be in the form of a loan to one whorn Kay 
describes and in all truth in her mind, "the best friend 
I have in the world". It's such clumsiness that eventuates ir 
Kay not having intimate friends, I suppose. If she would 
only write out a check for three thousand dollars and 
hand it to Carolyn, saying : "Pay me back when you can", 
it would be ten times more binding and productive 
both of re-payment and friendship, ( You see, the three 
7 hou.sand represents nothing in Kay s life since it 
could easily ce t'< -s:. „y « a poor investment and deducted 

from her income tax. Poor Kay During K a y's stay at 
Old. u onita, she to'lc Carolyn it appeared she was going to be¬ 
come enormously wealthy , which would give her greater 
opportunity to extend more help to more people, — in¬ 
vestments of the legal sort, I fear. Poor Kay, . 


u.esday, A.pril 17th, 2956. 


Memorandum j 

I find myself wondering today if this Spring could 
be as productive as last year's. Then it was the 
Delgado show and the South Carolina romance. This 
year it will be the cook book and —what else. 

Perhaps I uncovered the answer this morning 
about 10 when ai idea struck me that might bring 
into balance a heap of the social and human disorders 
that have been flying around, especial ly in the 
South during the past twelth month. That I should have 
stumbled over something that might set things straight 
again seems most improbable but I'm going to push 
the idea a little to give it a chance and if it should 
germinate, so much the better for the peace of many people, and 
if nothing happens, the effort will be charged off to 
experience or some such. 

~ r . ' • ?,*>•:.' .. ... 7 ■; v • .V . n . 

I learned at supper last night that some group 
in this area is going to hold, a mass meeting in Hate hi toe he s 
one day this week to beat the drum aboutmai ntaining 
the status quo of the racial thing, talk about 
means of side-stepping the Supreme Court- ruling 
a nd so on. Such meetings, like the burning of 
a firey cross, has a way of attracting attention but men of 
good will, by maintaining a middle of the road policy, 
never seem to be able to express themselves with 
sufficient energy to bring forth the better elements in the 
nature of the community in general. But perhaps 1 have found 
one such means. 

I am thinking of calling a meeting of 
representatives of the professions and business men which 
will include educators such as Dr. Kyser, physicians such 
as the lady doctor, the press such as Mr. Becke rman, with 
a view to setting in motion an organisation to be styled 

1 . : " r :' f \ r ^ : *r \ v ■ * 


9 













i. 


From the Francois Wignon Papers, M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


7929 


* r.t.'V 



7930 




Wednesday, April 18th, 19 56. 




the Schweitzer Foundation. The purpose of the Foundation 
will he formulated, probably on some such general line o.s 
a wish to further the vwrks of Dr. Schweitzer and 
will be the recipent of funds anyone care to contribute 
to such ends. This doesn t mem that ell the funds 
will necessarily be turned over to Dr. Schweitzer but 
will be employed i n part as a gift to his efforts in 
Africa while other amounts v>ill be set aside for 
. endeavors, such as the Mellons, in the fields of medecine, 
in education, religion and the humanities, 

”y thought is that there are lots of people acorss 
the land who would welcome an opportunity to express 
their a t proval of theSchweitzer ideals if given an 
opportunity. I know 1 would. And, the establishment 
of such a, * ound<ition would perhaps accomplish as much 

1 M . • I I* -V. M « A M _ - —" _ ■.. _ - L ft t I • « 


through the expressed viewpoint of the giver as would my 

funds assembled. At the same time in atchitoches 

it would offer the press headlines of equ 1 size to 

counter-balance the Ku Klux sort of thing and, of course, 

the fact that the Foundation has its inception in the oldest 

town in the Louisiana Purchase will help dramatize the 

move a gainst the uncivilizng forces of numb-skulls 

who o,re currently fishing in troubled waters primarily for thie ; 

own benefit and most of all at the expense of harmonious 

racial relations. If the idea should catch hold 

locally, it could be attempted in other Louisi ana 

towns and' cities and from there spread in all. directions, 

of course, and the funds accumulated might be imposing, but 

that is of secondary importance since the important 

thing is to give the forces of good will an opportunity 

to align themselves on a positive stand that 

doestn't seem controverisal I shall strive to keep 

anything ”anti" out of it, for an an ti hill billy 

blo,st would introduce lines of dem.arkation which 

is precisely the thing we are trying to eradicate . 

And so I am going to try to do something in the field 
of live and let live, and I would count this Spring better 
than last if it half si’.cceeds. 

* ; 

'the weather remains chill, --40 at night, 50 in 
the d y time The mail was heavy but will have to await the 
morrow, 1 guess, but not the two copies of Ebony which arrived 
to delight my post supper sitting . 


Memorandum: 

I had such a nice time last night, turning through 
the two issues of Ebony-wherein I found a couple of 
i eas that will serve eventually for as many projects, 
and no end of pleasure. 

And then o-nother surprise in this morning's post, 
what with the advent of the package containing the conies 
of Holiday, its cover, its ppainting by the local artist and 
the reproductions of the little Chapel which 1 am delighted 
to have. So many nice things from Lyme in two successive 
days. May I say blessings on little Miss Lee for radiating 
so much sunshine in a ny old time but especially when 
the thrmometer in these parts is unseasonably frigid. 

» ) • 1 . . . 

Mention of the artist brings this to mind which 
I should like ■to set.down to see if any sense can be made 
of it in the setting. Yesterday, being election in these 
parts. Da-' Henry was here all day, serving at the polling 
place. Two of his insurance associates from Alexandria 
and. Shreveport dropped in to see him and he took them 
to see the artist who had many pictures bu.t none to seell, 
as they were all orders, she said. She hasn t 
delivered three pictures to the store she orct owed, what wi 
having promised, three pictv.res for the batch of bo rds 
she thought she was getting from the store but 
which actually were coming from me. This morning 
State Senator Friedman and a man from Shreveport came 
to see me. hey had stopped by the artist's house to buy 
some pictures but she had none for sale although she 
had many finished orders for them to see. This afternoon 
she came to see me, asking me if I could get her some 
boards, saying she would pay me sometime v)hen she got 
some money but adding she had been told I was making 
lots of money out of making magazines out of her pictures. 
A.pparantly she hasn t a ny notion of getting any more 
hoards from the store since she isn't painting the 
pictures to pay for the last batch. Carolyn took her some 
boards two or three weeks ago but apparantly she has 
used those up for orders ana.the same may be said for 


used those 
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o halj dozen I supplied her with a week ago. In short 
little Miss Munter is a bag and the making of money 
apparently has inspired her to lay out nothing on 
ingredients if she can round them up elsewhere for 
nothing, It s a good trick if it works but I doubt 
if itCxdli ,letter, apparently dictated to somebody, re , 
to an article she has beoi mulling over in her mind 
along lines of a Southern woman contemplates the turn 
of events racially, I must give her a hand in 
trying to m .rket it. 


Three letters from James, for the most part 
concerning details about selling the copyright of th 
book.to one of the major oil companies, --Esso or 
Ethyl or some such. What with the Melrose like,less 
on the Is so map, this would seem to be the company w 
o uld find the book pertinent to its advertising. 
Ethyl, on the other hand, might find \t a-dvantageous 
to co the cook book as a gesture of off-setting 
the Esso thing, I shall explore the possibilites 
and see what lean come up with. 


I suppose this week s local newsp^pers will 
carry some account of last max night s iheeting 
held in the flatchitochcs h igh School by th.e organist 
of the anti racial school thing. I heard that 
about 400 people attended. I thought it 
very fitting that the head of the local cell, 
chosen by the assembly, should be some gentleman 
from Robeline, —c place in the hills some 
20 or 30 miles perhaps, west of Natchitoches. It 
has all the characteristics of Gcrhum, utterly 
hill billy and therefore the most rabid in 
the movement trying to get started, 

I am hoping the Mayor will call his Schweitzer 
meeting shortly so that the headlines in the 
Enterprise, at least, may balance off those 
accounts of the hill billy doings, I 
suppose Charles in his Natchitoches Times will 
be beatinn the drum for the hill billies and so 


Tf 1 can find it, I'll enclose a copy of a rough 
draft of an outline /,forwarded to the Mayor 
in the morning's post regarding the Schweitzer 
matter. He received it this afternoon and 
telephoned to say he heartifly approved of the 
whole business and would send out requests for 
a conference shortly. In the mean time, I had 
worked out an idea for the cover of the Christmas 
Festival Program which j outlined over the 'phone. 

My thought axis to have a flock of gigantic bells 
x swinging j.corss the cover, suggesting the Christmas 
season, and each bell containing a sketch from the 
■own of Natchitoches plates, —the statue of Uncle Jack 
~he pillars at the college, the spiral staircase and so 
on, and one bell carrying the name of the town and 
the date of its founding and another with such a 
streak across it labeled. Cane n iver. As I envision 
such a layout, it might be suitable but that will 
have to be worked out shortly jjttd heaven only knows 


is fairly heavy and thence 
ed. How fast things 
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I saw the ladies across the fence this morning. 
Celeste is as gay as a kitten. There seem to he endless 
parties in the offing and she told me that when the 
‘General and wife come up from Baton Rouge on Tuesday 
afternoon, she plans to have several people down from town 
for supper. -Guess the identity of one who will bow himself 
out of such a gathering. 


A letter from James the other day contained what I 
take to be an obituary of °ules Lion and may be 
somewhat parallel to the thing I sent last time. 
j shall enclose it herewith but I pray you not to 
rush into the translation for we shall not get to 
Lion in youths, surely not before autumn, and 
so there s no hurry ~ bout the thing at all. 


Every time 1 take one glance in the direction of 
the stacked up mail requiring ansers, T shudder. 1 
never have fallen so far; behind, I think. But if 
Edith Wyatt Moore doesn t get here too early on Sunday, 
perhaps T sho.ll have reduced the stack considerably, 1 
hope. The cool weather is holding up pilgrims and 
fortunately the new Esso maps haven t been distributed 
as yet and. so x have a good chance to get the decks cleared, 
before the main dikes burst. And now to the attack on 
a 'few letters and thenceto Dreamland . 


7933 


endless details about the plans and aspirations of 
the x imes and the superiority of the white race 
in schools theory .. Sh.e is an unreconstrcted daughter 
of the old southland, in her enthusiasm for telling 
nil, never seems to remember that T am 

in the opposite camp. And what with Charles discussing 
his campaigns with Carmen in confidence and 
what with Carmen impatient to get to the ’phone 
to pass them on to me, all operations planned by 
the Enterprise group can be formulated with, the 
greatest of ease, while the Times, in each 
succeeding failure, can't for the lives of Charles or 
Carmen, figure out the reason for the constant 
failure of their suprise plans. I hope the day never 
comes when Carmen stops to think before she talks. 

And. to me there's a 1 ugh in the fact that Carmen goes 
right ahead selling Melrose Plantation Cook Books, 
never dreaming that she is dispensing with en¬ 
thusiasm the very counter propoganda which, if she 
ever stopped, to give it a thought, would 
cover her with confusion. 


Friday, April EOth, 19 56. 


Vac ?am Franc oise . 


.Veil, Lord,if Lake Charles on the Gulf of Mexico has an 
Atlantic Refinery, then there's jusv no telling. 

The leaflets, carrying the article in the Baton Rouge 
Morning Advocate, concerning the cook book, which James mentioned 
m his last letter, came to hand today. I enclose a couple. 


A flock of Shreveport society ladies passed this wav 
during the afternoon, following a visit to the local art'ist 
I am always amazed at the number of people in the Shreveport 
area who seem to be possessed of more time and money than 
they know what to do with. It seems to me that during the course 
oj a year, thousands of these foot-loose ladies pass this 
way and while a few of them a re making a second or third visitatioi 
many, the majority, are new comers. It does seem as thovrh 
everybody in that city would finally have made it but perhaps 
tte population changes co.is iderably and so one may never expect to 
touch the bottom of the well, as it yere. P 


Memorandum : 


Cur cool weather continues, wonderfully dazzling but 
a little too chilly at nighf for the cottoon to do much about 
germinating. 


uccc 
tree 1 

decora 


One 

of 

r same . 
Cake 


Who dat , 
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In the social realm, everything delights the lady cross 
the fence. The party season, is though it ever ended, is 
moving into a period, of major activity and often I an 
i pressed by the number of times in a week the same biddies 
encounter each other for a game of bridge with only the 
difference in meeting place seeming to constitute ai y variation 


and frau here again and so the wheel turns with everybody 
wonderfully content, it would seem, in their little setting 
of cogs within cogs, wheels within wheels, forever turning and 
apparently ticking off nothing but, in red ity, killing 
a wonderful lot of time, 

I learned from Eugene, the clerk, today that the 
younger wenk bey is studying about working on the plantation 
this summer. The colored folks aren t going to like 
that much but, so far as I am concerned, it probably will be 
to my advantage for usually the child s mother is 
delighted to be rid of her offspring and accordingly will 
Drobn b 1 v' not net down this wav so often during the vacation 


In spite of the cool weather, --pe -haps because of it, 
the Globe Thi st'le, — "Echinopes", which I set out last week 
is putting out much greenery and for the moment gives every 
sigt i of a lust for life. Naturally I am delighted, not 
only because I like this deep summer source of flowers but 
also because f have never seen it in Louisiana or Mississippi 
gardens and. I am hoping it may prove equal to the 
Louisiana summers so that, as in the case of the 
butterfly lilies, I may scatter the thing across a broad 
horizong to delight the hearts of many a Southern gardener 
who may not be acquainted with its sturdy purple globes. 

• 

I had hoped it would rain on the morrow in order that I 
catch up on a lot of odds and ends before Sunday but it 
looks like i'll be catching up on pilgrims instead. Eugene's 
little boy wants to come Sunday afternoon to see the progress 
by the pair of ducks he gave me and, of course, there 
will be Mrs. Moore a ndwhat numbers of road runners, God alone 


Sunday, April 82nd, 19 56. 


Memorandum ; 

Our cool weather continues but we did get a dab 
of rain last night o.nd a drizzle this morning while 
the sun shone this afternoon, to be followed, accord ing 
to ihe caterh Bureau, by more showers on the 
morrow, a hope. 

There seemed to be lots of mail but none of it of 
much interest although Mrs. Stirling's reference to 
Rosedovm sounded promising. 

Mr. Reams of the college Library, called me last 
night to say he had received Cra’s manuscript in 
long hand and had transcribed it into type. He 
said she had o.sked him to bring it to me to be gone over 
r- nd although he suggested last night or 
today, I demurred suggesting Monday afternoon, and so 
it shall be. It's curious how people, after w riting 
something, are so anxious to rush it to an Editor. 
as I understand it, the article is only about 7 pages 
in length which will be rather short as an article, 
fter reading it, I shall make whatever recommendations 
strike me as pertinent, —if any and then she can go ahead 

and after expansion, vjhich will probably be the 

thing, she can whisk it off to whatever magazine. 

1 think it has to do something about a Southern 
woman s glance at local racial do.ings and as it 
is on the sympathetic side for civilized 
approach, it probably will not evoke the excitement 
so many northern editors seem to want, 

Carolyn's letter, posted on Tuesday morning, event - 
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Saturday _ by air, vihich seems 'leisurely 

of the’Atom and the jet. But as it con- 
interest, there wasn t any rush, i bout 
. ( m glad to k ow Bridges is planning 

a visit. 


Monday, pril SZrd, 19 56 


I haven t heard a peep :ov.t of Waco and so know n 
and companion are passing this way Friday, I ho 
I seem to prefer a dab of -uiet at the close of 
days and as elen never travels alone, there will 
npany with her, hould she make it. 


Memorandum 


How nice to find your Wednesday letter, together 
enclosure, in today's post. 


And how noble of you tc have done the translation 
in spite of the stress and strain currently operating, 

It is just perfect and I am delighted to have it to 

~dd to the ion folio, I vpas impressed particularly 

by the reference to the artist as 

Hr. Lion, again demonstrating for the.millionth 

time ijhat the newspapers generally and people in particular 

weren t so biased n the e helium _ r r ' ibout color and 

how those ofAfrican descent or ancestry should have such 

ordinary courtes ies as Mr. applied to them. 

I am so glad to have the glimpses your letter affords 
of life as it swirls about, and it is good knowing the 
little one is such a doll and it was nice hearing old 
and familiar names such as A. and M. R. 

And wasn t it a coincidence about the map, how you 
received it so shortly a fi^er the office had been un c hi e 
to supply a copy. It isn t clear to me just how these 
maps are d stributed but i. suppose they are probably 
scattered abroad at some magical date, since none have been 
received in this area as yet, save the one I sent along. 
Standard Oil will send me 1 ,500 by messenger from town 
when they are received and at that time, I siippose they 
will also be distrributed to all Esso Stations, perhaps 
across the country, surely in the Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Louisiana area, --and then my problems with pilgrims will begin 
I suppose. 


fact that in reality, James is almost twice my sin 
detail and that fact that neither picure seems to 
of ihe sitters t the side show would seem enough bu 
only the half of it for, as you will note, a line 
been dropped in the caption making it read as thou 
James were the husband of the author of "Wild Flow 
Louisiana", which ought to gi e both Kay and Carri 

v * V 

Half of Jefferson, Texas descended on my Satu 
with those belles having just finished apilgrim ge 
own last Saturday, I should have thought they nigh 
been busy picking up the pieces but I must have be 

And today there ere many peo le, including t 
with his little boy to see the ducks and to feed t 
with the husband and c ild came the wife and ck f 
n couple more youths aid before tli*y had departed. 
Moore made her bow with some Batches lady and so t 
rattled, along. 

J. H, and Celeste had dined at noon . in town and 
Madam Regard and I dined alone and we both seemed 
relisKothytsurprise, 1 found time between bath and 
night to read a page or two from the Scott biograp , 
It's good put Pearson, probably assuming everybody 
Soott's estate, Abbotsford, inside out, doesn^t gi 
description of it, which I should have enjoyed. ^ 
the mail and on reading tonight. May there have be 
today at Lyme .... 










wm—mm 
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Tuesday, April P4th, 19 56 


The enclosure came to hand today from Ebony, J 
elievc. I ssuppose it is merely an advertisement but 
I sent it along sc tha you may have a look at anything 
from the publishers of it or of Life. I believe it 
may ask for the name of a prospective subscriber. 

If so, and you, care to jot down anybody, such as 
James, it vnuld be fine. His address as you know , is 
Fox 238Z, Customs House Station. 


Memorandum 


How nice to find a package awaiting me at the post 
office this morning. How nice to know that a stronger 
fluid is about to be injected into the life blood of 
this old Royal. *nd how characteristically nice of 
little Miss Lee to have anticipated the whole business and 
with her own true hand, prepared the set of double 
discs so that it may be the more readily adjusted when 
some likely hands of duskier jue passes this way to 
"thread up", as they express it, the machine. How 
wonderful is 0-od to have contrived the Lees. 

Primarily this has been a day of telphoning, —not 
on my part but of the incoming variety. 

First off somebody at the air port in town called to 
say another step had been taken in the direction of 
getting Hatchitoc hes on a scheduled air stop line for 
this area. It was nice of them to let me know about 
this although I did 'nothing more c.bout the thing than 
to suggest it a while back. It seems the meeting 
with the air lines officials was at 7o'clock this morning, 
and I'll bet some of the ■‘■own Fathers could have murdered 
me for habing been the cause of getting them astir at such 
nil unearthly hour for'town folk. 

' ' , 

Then Carolyn telephoned to say she had settled the 

financial business with Kay to her satisfaction, that she was 
thinking a bout taking a trip down the Mississippi with 
Kay on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday f which, of course, will 
leave'me holding Miss Baldwin a nd fxer friend more or less by 
my'self, or so T thought, if Waco should come as threaten - 


r r. Reams of the College Library came to see me this 
afternoon, bearing the typed manuscript which he 
had transcribed from Cra s long hand. It falls to me 
to try to market the thing in her behalf and that 
will be a pleasure for it is really a splendid article. 

I think anyone, —everyone given a chance, in the 
publishing field would grab at it, but--and it's a big 
hut, —it appears that all Editors are determined ! to 
publish only the sensational stuff, gi ing the 
impression that there are no lamps burning in the deep 
South. The thing is so good, it ought to make even 
that hurdle but one never knovis. Still, it's 
going to be a pleasure to try to get the thing 
into orint. 


I pray you not to let the matter of what 'rs. F. D. R 

said, in the Washington press worry you. I think I have the 

means, sooner or later, of getting the information 
from Miss Sally, —of all people 

There's a new burst of silence along my front 
gallery the e days as 1 try to train myself not to 
speak above a whisper when receiving guests there. 

The ducks are now getting old enough to recognise 
their master's voice and although they adore paddling 
around in the iris parch and are content to spend most 
of their day there or under the grandiflor maganolia 
hard by the big iron pot, whenever they hear my voice, they 
scoot in a bee line in my direction and as the stray dogs 
pass along the gallery now and then and are likely 
to kill them, l cm mahing every effort to put a mussle on 
my own voice and so keep the "children" in their ovm 
mud puddles. t has been such a nice day, thanks to 
the envelope o sunshine from Lyme in today's post..... 
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Ho date was mentioned as to the possible tine of the 
lines Picayune article. I suppose it will probably cone off 
in deep simmer although I should prefer to have it in the 
autumn so the cook book night get an added plug for the 
pre-holiday season. Carolyn thought she might remain in the 
Crescent City until early next week. 

^is I hung up on that call, ny 'phone rang again. It 
vias the Mayor, asking if he and the Enterprise Editor night 
come down for a conference regarding the Schweitzer 
aff air on Friday night. I was glad to learn from this request 
that that business is apparantlv going to take. I gave an 
n ffirmative answer on the layors visit and thought that if 
Helen and X«r friend should he here, Helen and Mr. Beckcrman 
might enjoy talking shop after the Mayor and Mr. beckerman 
and I had'gone into a private 'session.. 

Re-placing the receiver on the hook, the telephone rang 
a gain. This time is was R. B. Williams, thanking me for 
taking care of Ora's manuscript for her. 1 certainly am 
going to ork hard trying to get that article into print 
as I think it is exceptionally fine. He said Cra is likely 
to have her operation on Monday. He asked ny opinion about 
changing the names , —proper names, - of three individuals 
appearing in the text, as they are real names. I suggested 
r.hat two of them be changed but the third, being that of 
( ra, I thought should remain in the text as is, since it 
gives authenticity to the article which, after all, is 
frankly autobiographical • R. B. seemed tickled that I thought 
the article so fine. He said he was going tc Shreveport 
on the morrow and would reproduce as best he could precisely 
what I had said about Ora's work . I'm so glad she has this 
manifestation of pride on the part of her husband just 
before facing the operation. 

■ As I hung up on the'R. B. call, the bell rang again. 

It was, —of all people, — J. . Henry. He said that his 
somewhat remote cbusin, I)r. Emmett Erwin of MewCrleans, who 
h a s the garden show place somewhere in the Biloxi neighbor¬ 
hood, hadn t been here in 18 years but was coming tonight 
to dine with the gathering across the fence, —D a n, Pat, 
the H, H. Henrys, the S . G. Henr'ys. the Lester and Horace 
Hugheses, etc ., and that H. woula like to present 
Emmett with a Hunter canvas. lid I think I could get one. 

I thouoht I could, and so I did and so the day turned . 


I pray your forgiveness for running over on to 
third page, —a custom I promise you I shall not 
impose upon your good nature. L&ut there were one 
or two other points, —none of ai y importance, - 
I wanted to touch up a. 

The General who came to see me on his arrival, 
said he thought it good policy to submit the manuscript 
of the cook book to Stnadard Oil through their Hew 
Orleans office v)hich, if favorably r eceived, would be 
forwarded to the Hew'iork office for decision regarding 
the sale of the copyright. I have no especial 
wish to do this, as the little old book will 
probably rock along as a tourist item for wit quite 
a while but in case the idea of complimenting their 
map with a cook book should appeal to Esso strongly, 
it might be worth while considering the sale. 

The eneral is going to look up which company 
in the oil business has the next greatest sales in 
the "ulf States area and will advise me so that the 
same proposition may submitted to the nex highest 
dispenser of gas, and so on down the line. 

The eneral was very kind in what he had to s ay about 
the cook hook o.nd the map business. He couldn't 
remain as long as he would, have liked to, 1 think, because 
J. H. came to call him for dinner or supper, rather. 

Co-incidences are so amusing that I must relate that 
just at the moment the eneral and wife arrived at 
the store, pausing there to say owdy to I. H. and 
Dr. tmmett Erwin, who in the world should drive 
up at the same moment but Dr. Venk and Sister, and 
zS Sister can t stand the General and wife, you may 
well imagine what a frost probably ensued. I was glad 
I had not been present. . 

But when J. H. came- to- pick up the General for 
supper, he — J. H. —mentioned what a "business" 
the arrival had been, and said that four or five days 
ajo Sister had had an endless telephone talk with 
him about leaving Dr. Wenk and that he had advised her 
strongly against it. J. H. said he didn't understand 
how Dr. Z'enk could put up with her but that he would 
be mighty glad if the marriage held together. 

Of course the Venks had arrived unannounced just at 
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the usual supper hour a t the big house but Eugene 
and I had dined a little earlier than usual and 
Dan and Pat had joined us, — unexpectedly, to have 
z bite before supper got underway i cross the fence, — 
where tfrey are currently, —at this moment, supping. 
The result of this advance in the supper hour, in 
which only two people had erpectee to participate, and 
the latter number doubled, there naturally was 
nothing left for the n'enk contingent and whether 
they remained to swell the number of people dining 
across the fence, I know not, but I a ssume not, since 
nobody would be happy in such company as Pate had 
contrived to assemble all at one turn of the wheel. 


I an thankful that it was an all henry charade and 
that T had no part in the gathering of the clan. 

How wonderful it is, at the close of day, to be able 
to close the door as enus s-ts her lamp alight the 
grandfl or a magnolia on the White Carden side 
of Yucca and the conversation hour with Lyme 
strikes. 

# 

* 

Just as I dotted the last sentence, another 
long distance came to hand, —announcing that 
Helen baldv)in a?i d friend would be here Friday 
night . I suppose Carolyn will join them and 
proceed to Marshall at dawning f and little do the 
ladies dreo.m that during their friday evening sitting, 
they will also iiave , a side from me, the Mayor and 
he Editor oh their laps. 

Again I isk your pardon for stretching this memo 
out so endlessly. .But may I just say one more 
word, —my thanks for the surpr se package in 
today's post . 


Wednesday, April /ISbth, 1956. 


Memorandum : 


The heat is in the &0*s t the humidity i*i 

thej^O’s, and there is a . .suggestion of summer 
all over.the place. 


I seem to have established a Denholme margin at the 
oiitset, and as I haven 1 1 any news of interest: it will - 
probably appear better had I adjusted the machine to make 
larger than narrower spaces to right and left.' 


The enclosures are of no especial interest-,although’the 

one from the Harnesses impelledme to 7 write wri ^* James 

to *£k why people who know nothing ana tare less about 

some section of the globe like the Orient will put themselves 
through all the rigors of travel and the unpleasantness of 
the Far East when they could be having, I assume, a heap 
more fun at home. 


As a matter . of fact, I can think of no reason on earth 
for encircling the globe in these troubled times unless 
one wanted a prolonged sea voyage I}ut as they are to 
travel by air, they certainly aren't heading out for 
any rest cure. 

Sometimes 1 think a summer in some cathedral town 
in France or Britain or in c Ludwig chatea town in £ a varia 
would be delightful but the mere thought of trying to fly 
through Asia and Europe all on one whiz makes me tired for 
, myself as well as for them. 


If James were smart, he would telephone the Harnesses and 
rig up a deal with them to take Kay and *unt«illie with them, 

for both of them jockey with the idea every now and then, _ 

of encircling the globe and perhaps their urge to meander 


I 
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Thursday, April 86th, 19 56 


might he satisfied and 1 know James would have a whale of 
a lot of fun Just fiddl itxnaround the *rench Quarter and 
going no place in particular except up to the 
Cane lX iver occasi nally. 

I had a double dip of the S. G. Henrys this morning, 
what with -.Vs. General coming over rather early while 
her husband was looking over the plantation with J. H., 
and then, after coffee, the eneral himself coming to 
make an other round on his own hook. hey both had 
a heap of laughing to do about the unexpected visit 
the • l e}iks paid to Mel rose and the surprise the u enks 
jot in finding other Henrys had beaten them to it. 


Memorandum 


Stange business, --for 1 still haven t heard from 
Helen Baldwin although -<■ assume she is planning to make 
her bow tomorrow night. 


The mail wasn t too interesting today although 
I was mildly surprise when a small check from Miss Ma 
Mahier bounced, stamped Ho * unds. 


But the Generals were gone by noon and immediately afte 
that-the 1 7. H. Henrys took off for HewCrleans and so you may 
readily guess vibio did antique baby sitting tonight, but as 
love Mada ,Regard and as she like to keep house"1 herself, 
we could really have quite a delightful sitting. 

I had almost forgotten that Mrs. Stirling had asked a bo 
coming up here when x ran across her letter tonight. I 
had responded that next week might be alright although 
from here on out until qfter snow flies, there will probably 
be little time that isn t pretty .,ell covered by the ex¬ 
pected and unexpected. I believe she says the Mrs. Farar 
she wishes to bring lives partly in Illinois and 
partly in Louisiana. I assume anyone who can operate a 
plantation part time must either be terribly rich 
or terrific ica'lly non-productive so far as the plantation 
is concerned, as in the case of Miss Hamsey who never does 
se m to have realised that a plantation Just doesn't functio 
without somebody being on the Job 84 hours of the day.In the 
Farrar case there s probably money, in Carolyn's case there' 
probaIlysMei}s a little odd 1 haven t heard anything J'rom 
Helen as yet regarding her Friday advent. Perhaps"I shdL 1 
get a letter on the subject on Saturday morning. What 
with the Mayor and the Enterprise publisher scheduled 
for the same night, it ought to be rather fulsome, what 
with two newspaper people present and the spirit of 
Dr. Schweitzer tossed in for nood measure. 


he day s visiotrs included Dr. Charles Holbrook's 
wife, Dr. Holbrook having been the husband of 
Marie Louise Hert 2 og and they are now visiting Magnolia 
although neither Charlie nor his wife are kin any more, since 
Marie Louise has been dead, Lol these several years. It 
was Dr. Holbook, you may recall, who wrote me the letter 
addressed to Father so and so, being under the impression 
that since I was not a Henry and probably white, 1 must be one 
of the Reverend Fathers, since the letter was from Melrose. 

aames sent a dab of head gear for the artist and 
I took it over, finding her ina gay frame of mind. 

She showed me several pictures she had done for different 
people and they didn't look so slap-dab as some of those 
a couple of weeks back. 

She asked me to tell Mr. Pipes she is "trying" to 
rase him a turkey for Christmas. The "trying is the 
important word since it co-vers all situations that 
might arise during the interim, including a chance to 
sell same. " «■ 

O. r ' , • , • i 

A letter from d anes states thut Lester Bridahan 
who is the Diregor of Cabilia is driving up to see me 
on Saturday, two weeks hence. Saturday is always such a 
pain in the neck, I regret the date but as the 


t 
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Friday, April 2?jfth, 1956. 


W' ■ <. 


*1 oi t. 


Ccbildo seems to be doing quite a lot about 
Melrose in its new plantation room, perhaps the 
effort will be worth vihile . 

I don't hear James mentioning the Segleaus and 
1 wish he would, contact them for I think ^ames and 
Bob would hit it off nicely together but widening 
the Register circles, --either for husband or wife , 
seems to be up hill business. 

aames says that Carolyn and Bay were going to 
be on the lower Mississippi on Thursday and Friday, — 
his letter was penned Monday, —but l'm hoping he was 
wrong for I should like to have Carolyn pass this way 
on Friday night to whisk away the Vaco contingent 
as early as convenient. 

... • . . > ■ - *t 

In the morning s news I heard something that 
delighted me but nobody I related it to seemed to 
see any point in the thing. The news cast had to do 
with an episode that had. transpired in Michigan, 
fust across the Ohio State line. According to the 
braodcast, Mr. John Cooper, father of 7 children, 
the oldest of whom was 9, the youngest two months, 
was driving his wife to work this morning when a fire 
swept their home, consuming the 7 children. Somehow it 
seems Mr. Cooper has such an excellent business 
head., father of 7 children and driving his wife 
to work. If he is going to have charge of the funeral 
c.rran gmcnts, ±'m hoping he will see to it that the 
burial takes place on Saturday fternoon which 
probably would give his wife an opportunity to attend, 
assuming she has Saturday afternoons off. 

Mary D^vid, ± may or may not have remarked, came with 
Mrs. Holbrook and. F ther Lyon. I have always liked Mary 
Lasid so much. On leaving the African House, she 
asked if the artist's name wasn't Hunter, same as her 
m a iden name, --a thing which worries Miss Sally, her sister, 
no end. I allowed as how it was indeed Hunter but hastened 
on to a ssure her on Miss Sally's behalf that 1 thought there 
was no chance of them claiming kinship, us all the 
local Hunters are pure black. Miss Mary liked that and 
Miss Sally will be ready to t at me when she hears it . 


Iemo randurn: 

"James has a darling apartment", — at least so 
I was told over the coffee cups this morning. This 
statement didn t surprise me but I was surprised to 
see that J. H, and, Celeste had come back home a day 
in advance of their plans, if, indeed, they may ever be 
said to have any such things. 

She said she and ^ rs. u ester Hughes had called on James 
yesterday morning, finding him at home but not seeing Bay as 
she and Carolyn were somewhere off on the Mississippi ll iver, 
James took them over to see the new Pontalbg museum which 
Mr. u ridahan of the Cabildo is bringing into reality and 
after that they had a darling time, miking in Jackson 
Square where eventually they met J. H, pnd Lester and James 
withdrew. . 

The Huenrys and the Huges es dined at the Louisianne, 

1 believe it is called. It is operated by the former body 
guard of Huey P. Long, a gent who distinguishes himself or shoi 
should I say himself by going in for somewhat e'le n borate 
jewelry, -- diamond, rings on four fingers of each 
h a iid, be-jeweled spectacles, the crown between the 
two glasses, or bridge, rather / that rests on the nose, 
being set with diamons, even as‘are the parts of the frames 
that go b a ck to the ears. Lid anybody ever hear of such 
vulgarity. 

On the home front^ the planters are delighted that 
the thermometer remained in the 70's last night 
and as good weather for cotton is p romised for this morning. 
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* 

The ribbon jumped the track. ^ 11 get the new 
one will be fixed later on the-mo mow. 

« 

Carolyn came at 6. The Mayor and ^r. ^eckerman 
at 7 : 30, Helen and her friend at 8. 

Die Mayor andMr. B. and 1 drew up a Bo rad list and 
the organitztion will get under way 
two weeks hence, the first meeting to be held in 
tiie alficai house, pictures being made of the Baordoutside 
and inside and sent to Dr. Schweitzer and to the press* 

Must gallon no. .... 


L •'•a 
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Sunday , April 29th, 1956. 


Sunday , Aj. 
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Memorandum j • • 

s> . I'.;'. . i i 1 t ... ' L 

How nice to find your elegant letter in Saturday 'b 
post, together with all enclosures. 

. 

ft was so characteristically sweet of little Miss 
Lee to want to handle the stationery business. Naturally 
it will mean the more to me therebye but somehow it does 
seem so much a part of Lyme because of the daily 
use I have made of it during all these years that 
it wouldn't seem as 'though this additional counter¬ 
part to present doing could be increased the space, already 
bubbling over with unending participation in soe many 
things. 

And may Icall-. you blessed for giving me the 
particulars a bout the Schweitzer organizations appear¬ 
ing in the Manhattan phone book . J* shall write both 
organisations immediately for particular ». 





» l/ M 




V: UT 


u it no u 




As for the portrait of M r. Hamilton, it 
will most certainly be put into good use a nd richer 
will be many a line of endeavor, thanks to the unflagging 
enthusiasms from Lyme. 

fasn’t it odd how the ribbon jumpedthe track 
on Friday~night in the midst of things. I got 
Helen to rig up the new ribbon on Saturday and it worked 
alright until Sunday noon when it again failed to 
reverse. But I fiddled with the thing no end, 
doing nothing intelligent but just fiddling t and 
finally got it to functioning again, a lthough I 
know, ilot how. I was particular, however, to make 
an envelope for 90 8 forwith so that I might 
have it to fall back on, in case the ribbon ogt out 
of hand again. 

> r i . \ m hofo: m* sun * 4 ■ . M "■ •«. 

And may L call down blessings for the tran elation 
you so-thoughtfully and so swiftly set down * Yes, we have 


so:us oil. , j - - - 
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onday, April 30th,, 19 56 


leanrd quite a bit about Jules Lion and each additiona 
morselj seems to round out and yet mystify the 
portrait more and more, 'Lhe fact that he was listed 
s "f,m,c," for several years in a row in the Directory 
seems so unexpected and doubly so since Mrs . Oliver of 
thePontalba Museum,names him proudly as kin folk, and yet 
I'm sure she doesn t dream of the "f,m,c." business. Not 
telling what will eventually emerge as aresult of our efforts 

The sitting .on Friday night was fruitful and the 
initial meeting of the Board will be called into session 
the Mayor within two eeks when he has returned from 
some place where a convention is being held, I think the 
idea of calling the first session at the African House 
is going to make the pictorial record of the meeting 

°ahweitser when he write 


Memorandum 


How timely was I surprised this morning when 
the postman from Lyme presented me with the carbon 
paper, I have so much need for carbon paper these days 
a nd doubly so, what with the ribbon acting up 
so unexpectedly, For the billionth time, may 
I say blessings on little Miss Lee for the billionth 
helping whelping hand over the hurdle, 


doubly interesting to Dr 


Before this go at the machine plays out, may 
I say that I go to have the lady doctor loolf at the 
goose egg on the morrow, It seems to be an ingredient 
I might have done better bye in having tucked it into 
a recipe rather than carrying it about with me. 


him and send along the pictures 


I liked Virginia Dndard, or some such name who came as 
Helen's and Carolyn's guest. The gals were supposed 
to appear here early on Saturday morning, after spending 
Friday night at the motel in town, but it was nearly 11 when 
they arrived and it was 3 o'clock in the afternoon 
before they left. They are spending the week end at 
Old Bonita, 


We have had little sprinkles of rain since before 
dawn this mroning and it continues now after dark. It 
is so gentle and so good for the cotton, which is now look 
like thin pencil lines of green across the rich brown 
earth of the cotton fields. 

The rain will be good for the pecanes, too. They 
tell me that all the trees for miles around are 
heavily loaded with embryo fruit. The trees were 
last year but that didn t mean anything at harvest 
time but perhaps the tune will run differently this 
year, 

,1 may have mentioned that J, H, Henry and J . H, 
Williams are in New Mexico, having flown.over there on 
Saturday night, the former to look at pecanes, the latter 
in invest in more geese. I thought he already had 
enough geese to populate the Parish but I must have been 
wrong. If I could only have known a kout his further inter 
est, I might have been able to sell him my egg for 
hatching, 


Carolyn brought two packages from James for me, — 
one some cook books wttich he sould have kept for delivery of 
quantity orders for New Orleans and the other package an 
a larm clock wbtich I needed as much as my c at needs a pocket- 

book, but it was nice of him to send it, 

• , 1 

Ttie two ladies who journeyed over the Franklin appe antly 
got evrything settled to their mutal satisfaction, 
and the one told me that the lawyer yonder is just beginning 
to recognise that his wealthy client is a dab flighty 
in regard to marital matters and although the lawyer had 
originally accepted the wife's words on each request 
that he start divorce proceedings in her behalf, now 
seems to gather that' perhaps the husband wasn t so bad after 
all, 


1 suppose 1 must have whacked my elbow on my right 
arm some time back, perhaps 2 or 3 months, and abig old 
goose egg has been devloping in that place, —not at all 
soYe or troublesome, but since it increases in size, 
it occurs to me I had better have the lady doctor lopk a 
it in case it needs some artificial reduction, I think 
will not incovenience me, when repaired, about writing b 
I mention it in case there should be a skip or two 
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Tuesday , May 1st, 2956 


Asife from the package contining the carbon 
Paper, the postman brought me a letter from Mrs, 

Kimberley of Kenya Colony, I wasn t able to get 
it all read but shall be able to a little later in 
the week and shall send it along as I believe it is 
rather interesting as it seems to touch on problems there 
which are familiar on this continent, too, at the moment, 

. ..i'i -,r -• v r-..\ . , !»:•• •; 

Carolyn telephoned from Marshall this,morning to ask if 
I would forward a couple of letters she had inadvertently 
left behind on Saturday, She said it was pouring rain up 
Marshall way and that she was just about to start for 
Dallas on some sort of business or other, I know per¬ 
fectly well she is going to end up by wearing herself 
to q frazzle but that's the way some people are made and nothing 
seems capable of slowing them up, I think of the 
parallel between her and,Ora for in many ways 1 think they are 
alike. Ora is in the Schumpert San itarium in Shreveport, 
getting rested up so that her physical strength and nerve 
relaxation may make the thyroid operation possible to 
a maximum advantage• And so, in order to effect this, she 
spe.'.ds her time writing articles and letters, —both of 
which anybody knows takes the starch out of a well person, and 
yet, although she is possessed of much good sense, she 
doesn't seem to possess the capacity to comprehend 
that she is defeating her purposes by keeping constantly 
ill a whirlwind of mental activity, 

I am so anxious that the article which she has entitled 
"Gray Is For Sad" because I think it exceptionally fine 
a s a biographical or rather autobiograp hical sketch of 
life in Louisiana as it unfolds up to this point 
in the life of the present generation, I am hoping 
,she effects the.operation before her daught, Ann, begets 
a child, scheduled for August, I believe, 

t, <• 

I am so grateful that the ribbon has tracked along 
thus far and am holding the thought it may, indeed, be 
so contrived as to wear itself out in as good behavior 
as this run demonstrates, Blessings on little Miss Lee 
a gain and again for such a thoughtful and timely help over 
the hurdle,,,. 


Memorandum 


sent me to the hospital for exra facilities provided by that 
place. There were some X-ray pictures and a dab of doings 
in the operating room with me flattened out and a heap of 
scuffling going tu around me to which I paid . no attention, 
being so fascinated, as I was, by the extraordinary 
chandelier which, ip my recumbant poistion, I found myself facing 
It was big and ultramodern and no end of chromium and heaven 
knows what all. They deadened my arm, tapped it to 
remove a vial of golden fluid, partially immobilized my 
arm after bandaging me up, turned me loose until 
next week when I shall go back and they will decide 
. if seme surgery i3 necessary, 

, 

I don t understand anything a bout the presence 
of the goose egg }>ut I assume I must have given myself a good 
lick and probably did something to the bone of the elbow and, 

I assume further, that it is thought the drainage may give 
the arm a chance to correct the difficulty and I 3 hall 
hold the thought that this may be precisely what will happen 
so that can get b a ck to this keyboard againa shortly without 
the curious way I shqll have to adjust myself for the next 
week to make this machine operate 

: ■ . • , j- u:. ; . - 'lm . . , 

I experience no pain as the banages are concealed by 
the long sleeve of my shirt, nobody will even guess at 
th i3 stage of the game that there 's anything out of 
kilter except that it may be notioed that my right arm remains 
pretty much mk resting at my waist line, 

,. ■ -’.Vo ' i, .w , A £• J :\T 0;' 1 

I am so glad I'm going to be able to navigate as usual 
during this ensuing week, as there are auite a few people 
I want to see, especially Herr Bridahan of the Gabildo 
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It was nice hearing from obina and particularly 
pleasant to learn from 1Irs, Stirling that she 
is putting off her round until later in the 
month In a recent letter, she had asked about 
purchasing some Hunter can ases and I suggested 
that if she especially wanted a B a ptisin', 

I should be glad to trade one of yine for one of her 
non-descript pictures, which wasn t a bad trade 
for her as 1 had provided her with her Hunter 
pictures when she opened fyer store- a number of 
year3 ago , 

.v »s i i • p A 'A ’ ‘ . ’0 - 

Of course it is impossible to get any Hunter pictures 
from the artist at the moment and as I have a couple 
of baptisin's of contemporary vintage and should love 
to get hold of some further examples of her earlier 
phase, I should be delighted to make the trade M a ny *f 
the earlier ones inclined toward the abstract and 
yet that isn t the word either, but rather they were 
tossaed off 3t a time when she was experimenting 
with various problems and some time 8- achieved 
an effect that far excell anything she con¬ 
centrates on at the moment, *nd so, if Mrs, 

Stirling prefers to exchange one of these for something 
more pictorial, everyone will be satisfied utterly, 

I was almost ashamed to send Micahel Persall 

the two sr>e recently did for him, feeling, as I 

did, that she was far below par, but he seems to be delighted 

with them a d it is nice to know he is pleased 

A note from Ies 3 Crager of the New Orleans Basement 
Book Bhop today ordered some cook books and asked 
if she might have 500 of the pamphlets bearing her 
shop's name for circularising, I haven't heard 
from Doubleday as yet and I must give the 
New Orleans shop a push before taking the matter 
up with the New York office, 
aeo;.: > Uiu. ; ■>!. 

And so things rock along and so must 
I %nock off now a»d after jotting down a couple of 
brief notes, give my right wing a dab of relaxation, 

I hope everything is rocking along sedately at Lyme,,,, 

• ad o rl ’*• 
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Memorandum : 
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1 L. T 

.‘i 


She arrived this morning, the lovliest 
lady this side •/ Lyme, and, even os in 
times gone bye, even now I seem to love her 
the more, She has grown in stature with the 

years, just as the impulse that sent her to 

^ ' • * 

me , 

t i 

IT T i. • t 

How can 1 begin to express my gratitude 
to little Mis3 Lee, How can l I ever 
express what I have touched upon so often in 
the past but now, by the advent of Egypt '3 


Queen 


and aid so much more, 

/ vi * K 1 B 

Pardon me while I adjust a 


I seem to want to say it all over again 

Denholme margin, 

ad 


And now to return to the Queen and the spot from 
whence she reigns • j4s you had anticipated, the ideal 
spot slap in the middle of the window here by 
my desk, a portion of which appears in the picture 
in the cook book, here are five shelves, each being three 

window panes wide. From left to right, begining 
at the top, each pane has the following object occupying 
its own space : - 1st shelp, an ancient ship's lamp, 
an amethyst globe of glass, a cooper lamp lamp, 3 et 
in a f Hi greed golden stand,; second shelf, an aquamarine 
glass 3hade of'acient vintage, then a svelt white porcelain 
statue of the Virgin, then a marvelous rose and light 
rose ancient glass shade; third shelf, a n ironwood g a vel. 

The Queeen, an early American salt shaker in the form of 
a ear of corn; fifth shelf, a glass paper weight, shot thro 
■through with bubbles of air, catching pretty ligfits, a stats 
statuette of a boy'riding d mule, hand carved,' 
an ancient leather or rather metal punch for 
piercing leather, the handle so co.ttrived as to make the 
punch or boring gparatus appear through the metal -head 
of a lion, and the last shelf, a statue of a monk, seated. 


t 
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reading a book, a metal i pot standing on three legs, 
a copper wheel'barrow, fashioned by hand with exquistie 
wheel, and handles, 

Looked at from aother point of view, going from 
top to bottom and concentrating only and exclusively 
on the middle object, the ones standing before 
the middle panes of glass, from top to bottom, they 
run thus : --the amethyst globe, the white porcelain Virgin, 
Egypt's Queeen, the boy on the mule, the metal pot on 
the tfkepfdvst time James ever saw the window, — 
nobody having directed his attention to it, he declared 
it to be the lovliest thing he had ever seen, so varied 
and so colorful . 1 I cannot wait for him to see it now for 
the dominant figure so naturally*dominates the whole com¬ 
position and just os the color of blue gives life to 
any stained glass window, without which the presence 
of blue, if omitted, leases the whole thing flat, 
so the Yucca window, now that the dominant note 
has been struck, will foreveb been the 
pleasantest window in the Parish, 

Again my thanks, not only for today but for all 
the days to come for Lyme and Egypt fuse as one and 
each becomes the more precious, thanks to the other, 

■ 

I suppose you will want me to say something about 
my arm. It seems to be doing alright, Naturally 
with the thing partially immobilised, it was a little 
difficult to get myself properly adjusted when trying 
to flatten out for sleep but I made it alright and 
by tonight I shall be able to hit it off with 
gusto . * 

t \ . 

I assume the bandage was a little tight since my 
wrist and fingers tended to swell during the night but 
when I loosened the banage this morning, they 
resumed their normal contours promptly, 

t 

* 

This machine continues acting up, what with the 
ribbon having run off the spool during the morning but 
I got it rigged up for this letter, making my envelope 
firet, and apparently it is g oing to track alright for 
a while, —for a long while, I hope, 

Tf ie weather is a bit damp, and the thermometer high, 1 lu 

i 

skip ,•• 


Thursday, May 3rd, 1956* 


*u:o i . A ; 
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This ribbon seems to be holding alright, —I 

pause to knock wood, and with sunshine during the day and 

the thermometer up in the 80 ’s,. everything green, — 
including the b a mboo, is jumping, 

, 3- :;i ... yta-i v a* '<■ } ;•» 

About the. time I was ready to fold up my beard last 
night, J, H, tapped «n my door, Dan had been down for 
, supper and obviously was in a disagreeable mood, J, H, said 
/y Dan was very unhappy about pilgrims and guests and 
\/y after a long talk with him, it had been decided the 

big house would be dosed to guests, indicating that 
Dan doesn’t like James, -ml wonder whom he does like, cer~ 
ted nly not himself, and further it was decided to put a 
notice in the Natchitoches paper announcing that 
no pilgrims were to be received at Melrose, 

< ' , os ■. .u.t'. .ei o .ii.s- eiAt ;•. «. j,. 

As for James, he has ample funds to stay at the motel 
when he comes up here and as for the notioe in the 
paper, that seems useless to me since the vast 
majority of people coming here are not from Matchitoches , 
But every once in a while we have these brain flurries and 
t this is just another • t e 

> . its"rs r.i •}.-$ a e.iua'bi 3‘vr :;uo: 'iia\ 'os-.a 9 : 3 t r.'. 

t It seems alittle paradoxical that the newspaper notice 

should cp pear so close on the heels of the release 
of the map but barred gates will certainly save me 
a lot of time for other lines of endeavor, • 

.1 re, \ t. ir\ i. iaot. ^lui-Tab A$uo«9 ys-i sn- \isAt 

I immediately telephoned James, asking htm to 
q t bill.A ,j,T Pr is ■ ,qe b:.Se-.\*i>9n *. V;*A.Y 
b i\a «wab 3i AabU oa a ao iooq Tis't ot n. 

gr.oia «.n e a b os bi . ,Lu\. ; ow to* - o«o Aop: 

oiXiTb fioo alio ioAos Iu\T9br. a t: or . 

... a i-q r. a*r\ % ebr.»in\ ajr. 
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advise Mr. Bridahan of the Cabilde that our 
Saturday meeting would have te be postponed which 
will knock out the Cabildo thing, 1 suppose, and I notified 
seme South Carolina friends nqt to come on the morrow 
as had been planned. I haven t made up my mind about 
the Picayune article going through but I 
think * shall let it go through. I shall see 
about whether it seems best to have the Schweitzer 
organizational meeting here or not. It does 
seem as though theAfrican House would be ideal for that, 
especially as the pictures would so neatly recall 
the Schweitzer field of operations at the 
moment. But one has to deal with 
an unbalanced mind and in this instanceee, as 
- t in many another, x it is better to avoid excitemnt 
and let the sea calm down than attempt to buck it 
and get bettered in the attempt. 

And so 1 roll up my sleeves, —another atti- 
Uelrose conspiracy to combat, and %n spite of one game 
, . . wing, I attack the problem with gusto. As there is 

no great loss without some small gain, I may have more 
time for literary, herttoultural and half a dozen other 
lines of endeavor which I have been able to give but 
K . i. but slight attention a • I quote the old Spanish proverbi 
"Times and I against any *»•?! . 
k ^tu oHiroKnr. mq: a, .a £■ i .iai. a»\ r aaitou 

.And how grand it is to have Ifephrititt as an inspiration 
just at this moment. She is so lovely a»d so definitely 
the bride of Time for it must x be admitted readily enough 
that she is perhaps the lowliest thing to have 
survived the longest. v i ■ ■ 

. *}'• 4 i •. W $ m: e a*i a .4 «« :tioo i*-:,.-* >«, ,o \i3 i * oX -• ir ‘ 

I should like t# report on i the statue of my 
former ducklings which, thanks to their, rapid growth, have 
now emerged as full grown residents of the iris garden where 
ell day they quack and play tn the puddles of water, 

•$ their snowy feathers making such gay splashes of white 

„mdiat the tender greenery They started out by eating cracked 
corn night and morning from my hand and while during the 
day they are busy enough darting a bout a fter bugs and small 
o green plant, at dawning and sundown, they still seem to like 
their breakfast and supper from my hand, p a using to swallow 
and turning to their pool for a drink to wash it down and 
then bqck for another mouthful. And so the days run along 
and it s wonderful what strength one can draw 
from such feathered friends, from Egypt s Queen and Lyme.... 


Friday, Hay 4th, 2956. 


> to ra»n n.&i* t - - 1 .mr. btfi »V 

ot maaa 4* nob 1 el mi, 

liemorandum . •> 

Summer seems to be upon us in good earnest 
< during the day but the nights remain 60 -ish and 

pleasant * Late this afternoon the power lawn mower passed 
this way and a marvelous blend of new mown hay spice, 
infused into the aroma of milk and wine lilies 
is wonderfully fragrant with the coming of the dews 
of evening. t.. v i r 

Some of the form letters James sent out concerning 
thecook book are beginning to bear fruit and the 
hand writing on some of the orders seem to be too 
i • much for everybody, secretarial and otherwise. 

I can guess such things as are spelled out as 
Burnt lie as New rleans is the city and probably 
\ Bienville is the Street but some names and 
places are impossible and these I shall send to 
James to check against his out-going list. 

5 4 i ii $ A left ila‘ . • . I'v.'iCt; „ $k 

I saw the ladies at coffee this morning. Thgy 
both seemed fine and Celeste was especially happy, having 
just learned that Melrose is to be closed to all 
visitors and no one is to be entertained in the 
big house. She is equally happy about the presence 
of.some magnolia blossoms on her trees for she is 
- - planning a party for SO ladies x at bridge next week 

and is hoping the cape jessamine may be in flower 
. then, too. But you have no idea what a terrible 

- t J °* ** ia to telephone 80 people to invite them 

. to a party*. . z: 

\j1h- a-ta.' • . o--. tac, enuod 51 no\ bat.ui.sr tro n .jot L* an; 

=> F am still fiddlingaround with the ether waves 

r. at night, trying to truck .down programs that have been 
■j changed in their time schedule end having scant 
« luck thus far but I shall persist and get them 

t fixed in my mind before the end of Day Light Savings 

Time, I hope. I did, quite surprisingly, stumbled over 
. ...S t Hr. Fadiman s "Conversation" last night at its 

accustomed hour He had Mary Margaret somebody, 

Ofoking*program and John Mason Brown. 

I think Mr. Brown as interesting as usual and so was 
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Sunday, May 6th, 2956 


Mr, Fadiman, I even heard them announce the 

guests for next week but I don't seem to recall 
the neames of either. 

As for the 5 minute news summary by Eric Saverei, 
or however, out of Washington, over Uolumbia, I caught 
up with him just as he was finishing on a 
Kansas City station but I haven t been able to 
find him on any of the usual local stations such as 
Hew Orleans or Shreveport but I shall keep on fishing 
for I like what he has to say, 

Carmen telephoned ye this afternoon to express her 
surprise that she hadn t had a single tourist 
today, Home days are like that, —utter voids, while 
at other tines they seem to gang up by the doxen, ^ut 
for a while, at least, I shall not have to worry about such 
problems and Madam Beaufort and Bermuda associates 
can fill in the empty space where pilgrims thought 
they were going to explore Melrose • 

.1 -v,3 £.•; . . vou. - > 

At supper, J, H, fell to talking a bout 
his recent visit to a prise chicken farm in 
Hew Mexico , He always gets so much information 
aboutthings that one wouldn't suppose him to 
be interested in in the slightest that 1 always 
enjoy hearing him talk. He said the temperature 
is always maintained at 65 degrees, summer and 
winter, as the chickens produce the greatest amount 
of eggs at the point and taper off rapidly if the 
theremometer is permitted to go up or down any. 

Each hen is is full production for 25 months, —and 

then is disposed of. The .lights in the chicken houses 

are always mai ntained for 25 hours per da if. There was only 

one thing I wondered about that he couldn t set me 

straight on, mm I am curious to know if at night and 

morning, and especially at night, if the lights 

are turned off gradually or if they are switched on 

and off abruptly, I should think at close of day, to be 

out off into slap darkness would be a dab worrisome 

to a chicken, stranded some place other than on the roost,. 


Memorandum : 

i' . ■ -V : • * « 

I nearly wrote Juhe instead of May on the date 
line, —the day was so perfect in the balance of 
blue sky and great heaps of pure white clouds, 
not to mention a thermometer in the 90's. 

It was wonderfully quiet, too, affording me an 
opportunity to do quite a few things and even undertake 
a d a b of reading, somewhat rare of late,, 

I would appear to me that there s still some 
puffiness at my right elbow but it is 
not easy to determine with certainty, both because 
of the gause padding that makes that region of my 
a natomy seem to loom large but also because the 
bandages, too, being of necessity a little tight, 
may incline the region to swell a little, *e 
shall find out a bput the business on Tuesday, 

I can't recall if f. mentioned in Friday's memo 
theinteresting coincidence regarding the Bossier Parish 
Library, across Bed “iver from Shreveport, which 
ordered a couple copies of the cook book on that day and, 
according to the radio, on>. the same day, ordered all 
copies of Look, Life and Time removed from their shelves • 

The latter aotion oijght to provide lots of room for 
the .cook books, don t you think, 

O O'T O'. T • • ' f 

Saturday's post brought this week s issue of Life 
whi h I am going to enj&y reading doubly this week as 
I notice it has someiderable space given over to 
various Dresdep treasures about which I want to inspect 
leisurely T have long wondered how fared the Art treasures 
in Saxony under Russian occupation and I assume the 
present article ay have something to say about all this, 
assuming, as I do, that these treasures are still in Dresden 
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In the neighborhood of Monroe, Louisiana, there 
seems to be quite a rumpus going on about voters. 

The Registrar ofVoters is a woman and she was called upon 
by the politicians to disqudify voters who didn't 
come up to certain standards, such as reading, 
writing, interpretation of the 1 'on sti tut ion and so 
on, Ihe lady acted but to the politicians consterna¬ 
tion, applied the same rules to the whites as 
she did the colored and, brother, was the fat in the fire, 

D'l «uVjr !vJ t r.l! 0, v; > 9;Vc l, . 05 ■’ 31' 

Then other people began getting into the act and 
n mong other people disqualified by some other group of 
piliticans was a whole segment of colored people in¬ 
cluding one who was the head of a school, the other 
a teacher, a thrid an office worker in some enterprise 
of James A, Uoe, owner of the Hew Orleans and Monroe 
radio stations, bearing the Hoe initial as call letters, 

. ji; . •• 9 .V :... ')!!.'• c. v; ’ 4 '.’ i 

At dinner today J learned that all across the 
South there are other measures afoot to disquaL ify 
voters by legal means, applied in tricky fashion, and 
different methods in different localities, One 
of these, it is said, is based on the Law which 
says that a voter to be properly qudL ified to 
cast a ballot, must have that status established 30 
days prior to election day. Since tfiyody's signature 
may be called upon for varification, the regular voters 
whose ballots are not desired, will be summoned to the 
County s eat, the summons being mailed so late that 
it will be almost impossible for the verification 
to be established properly before the 30 day period 
prior .to election day has arrived, Automatically that 
will mean the voter will have to forego casting his 
ballot until a other election has rolled 'round and 
so the Jig can go on indefinitely and the efforts can 
be carried through to "hold back the dawn", which will 
work for a little while, fo course, but not for long, 
sb.'.ou .o', ■ :r.i • L 

I cannot tell you what delight Mephritit is 
affording me these days and nights. She is so lovely and 
the marvelous line of her neck especially somehow leads me 
so directly and so happily to Lyme •••••• 


Monday, May 7th, 19 56* 


U S.I 090 \ sun': s a oT si i ■■'■a no Hot tj 90 t::. jtoJi 

. .. . £•:, jo ; . -V' •: V. 0$ 

V :• : in 01 99 8 9 i 15. t (V ti i. - V;t, t . V:-. 

t * lo • ■, •..£> : i.joi. ■ loq tc i i 40 v • Oi 
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Memorandum : 

I • « i\\ ci «wo 

Summer really seems to be upon us and the swinging 
of hoes across the cotton fields confirms the fact, were 
one.needed. 
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Today's post brought some more return envelopes contain¬ 
ing orders for the cook book, — Winnfield, La,, Houston, 
t Texas, Batsn Rouge and so on, I am btlling and 
shipping these items and sending the orders along to 
James to check against the list from whence came these orders, 
I believe he enjoys doing desk work of this type and let us 
hope he may have heaps of retun envelopes to clutter 
up the apartment, 

,■$ 9 \ 9i1ei* « , liox fr*,. I \1 

I may have mentioned that Emmett Erwin was here a week 
or so back. Tonight at supper, J, H, remarked that 
he had seen Cousin Emmett's name in the Picayune as 
Chairman to some meeting in Hew Orleans at which Senator 
Eastland of Mississippi and some gent from Georgia 
will harangue the crowd, —prob a bly on the general theme 
of white superiority, I shall write James, suggesting 
that he may, if he feels an uncontrolable impulse 
to participate in the doings, get in touch with Cousin 
Emmett whoo, as presiding officer, might arrange 
for a place next to the Senqter from Mississippi, and 
that if he, James, should not be successful in that 
attempt, he might perhaps be able to pull the chair out from 
. .under said Eastland, and something tells me that 
would afford James no end of pleasure 

.ayo-ia ea 1 r:Si Unqk 

J, H, said further that Charles Pratt, an ex-hill billy, 
now a planter, living half way between Bermuda and town, gave 

a 9 <S biuoAe 999. ! i \i tiKj ho sni^oar 

...... bV.o ambit..: i.i.u O’ 


f 
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him quite a talk on what is going to be done locally 
to prevent people of color from voting. Gradually 
the feeling mounts and the hill billies are going to make 
the most of it for political purposes and personal gam, 
you may be sure* 

I'm certainly glad the cook book is in the record so 
my own status is firmly fixed and now if I can only get 
the Schweiteer thing under motion, it will be such a 
pleasure to short circuit some of the outrageous carryings- 
on that undoubtedly are in the .offing, 

•• j 4. .. _ : . y . • ., —. —* — a. y— • . ... l . '* ■-v u YV : ■ —~ ■ . ■ 

The past week has been a trying one and I cannot tell 
you how much it has meant to me to have the likeness 
'of ffephrititi henxx here at my shoulder, symbolio 
os she is for me, of the positive things of life, the beauti¬ 
ful, the true, and 1 shall forever find her as one wrpaped 
up with Lyme as my gaze wanders in her direction a 
thousand times a day • 

• ar " • c ' 

If I get my mail finished fairly early tonight, I m 
going to try to read a little from "Mont St, Michel 
and Chartres" before folding up my beard, for 
tomorrow I must have another go <xt the elbow and it will 
be pleasant to be altogether sleepy before I actually 
flatten out tonight. 

Before it got to sisxling today, I made a little round 
to . ee how the several gourd crops are doing and was 
delighted to find that they are as pretty os can be. 

Some of the plants are already sending out runners and 

within a week, I suppose, they will be "taking 

the place". Usually the cape jessamine are in flower by 

May ?th or 8th but this year they .seem to be 

about a week behind, as are the magnolias, wen though 

the "oldFaithful" by the side gate came through right on time, 

April ISth, as always. 

’vA. i, v .«-• » • * 

I have no doubt that I shall be able to manipulate this 

machine on the morrow but if there should be a day s 
gap, you will understand .. 


STBS . 
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Memorandumt % 

a v $ i • ; t. 

How nice to find such a precious message in today's 

post. 

t: . ■; v $ i muir ;' ali r rS -1',. s i ba./t;;c •: i‘.-* t*iu 

The greeting card from Lyme with its sweet flower 
design on the cover, the sweeter message from Lyme inside, 
flooded the balance of my day with happiness while the 
letter enclosed with it simply oonfirmed in at other medium 
all the-joy the other had brought. 

AndEgypt'.s Queen here beside me reflects for me all that 
the written messages contained, setting a seal of 
happiness not only on these natal days but all the ones to 
come after. 

■ . .*■ - ■■ i ' - ■ an sa? ’ . t ■- a. ' 

, I cannot pass over one remark in the letter, however, without 

bringing it closer into ..the reality of things as they are, — 
the reference to what others can do. I suppose one of the 
most marvelous things about life is the fact that only one 
person can strike the same precise note. Rtegardless of any number 
of other notes, only one *can sound in such a fashion as to echo 
perfectly in the heart of the one from whom it is struck. 

. That is something T am hoping little Miss Lee will always hold fast 
to, for it's the medium which neither time nor space can alter in 
x the slightest and no circumstances change. To change the metaphor, 
there seems to be but one guiding star for each indivudal, 
and no matter how heavily sprinkled be the heavens with galaxies, 
none can ever impinge on the primary value to the individual, 
once his particular luminary has been recognised. Clouds, too o f fte 
may obscure the intimacy of oontact but somehow they really don t 
seem to matter really, for the true in heart feels instinctively 
. where the real light is shining whether at any given moment it 
happens to be in view or not and how great is the joy in knowing 
that when the mists have been swept away, there, gust where it was 
felt to be, the real, the ohly vital one in all the heavens will 
still be burning Just as brightly as ever and whose real position 
.....is proven for the millionth time to have been right where it was 
counted upon. 
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I saw the lady doctor this morning, &he found it necessary 
to drain the arm again but I did not have to go to the 

hospital, as she could do it in her office, I go back next 

Tuesday to see if the amount of fluid is less, as it was today. 

If not, then there will have to be a dab of surgery. It 
happened that after leaving the office, I dropped in to 
Uillspaugh's to leave some books and Celeste who was with me, 
spotted Madam Millsapugh and we all had coffee together at 
the hotel next door. Madam Millspaugh had the same difficulty 
last summer, but hers was on her ankle • Celeste's was on her 
wrist a couple of years ago • What it really is appears to be 
just thisi —one gets abang or a blow any old place on the anatomy 
and the body sends fluid to relieve the clout, But sometimes the 
machine that turned on the fluid fails to turn it off and 

eventaully a tumor developes and that, of course, has to be 

removed • No tumor has developed on my elbow as yet and if 
the liquid turns itself off automatically during the next week, 
that will be that. If not, the gland or whatever, should the tumor 
start to form, will have to be removed, —a very simple opera¬ 
tion, I am told, I apologize for going into all this but 
I respect your wish for details and, imagining myself in your 
position, I should hope to have just such endless talk, too, 

I was back home by 11 this morning and as the sun was in 
the 90'a, it seemed better that I should keep rather quiet 
Until after the deadening stuff on my arm had passed off, I 
was at my typewriter when, along about 2, my telephone rang. 

It was the office of the President of the local college and in 
a minute, John Kyser was on the w ire. He said he ahd just heard 
there was .a notice to appear in the local press concerning Melrose 
be ng closed to visitors, He said he wasn t interested in that but 
if that in any way effected my situation for, as he explained, 
he and seveal other people wanted to know about it, I told 
him I felt this was merely a temporary tempest,in a tea pot and 
he seemd greatly relieved, He asked me one favor, —to advise him 
immediately if at any time my own position in the local set up were 
effected, I promised to do so, * thought it extremely kind of 
him to take such an interest and to go to the trouble about 
contacting me so promptly, There are so many nice people in the 
world, it io:uld seem, 

o •'> ■ " !.x "j o $ r ,: 1 * . ’ , uii&B't s . J 'j - 7. oao. 

I was so inte ested in what you had to tell me about the Dr, 
Schweitzer item, Bo keep it in mind, I think it would not come up 
for consideration very soon but it will be so nice to know about la 
And again my thanks far making my day get under way so pleasantly, Jj 
be look ng for the Yucca package which comes to round out Nephritit 
and my gratitude to God for all the Lyme implies,,,,,, 

, ■ 


Wednesday, May 9th, 1956, 
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And 8» the postman came through slap on the dot and 
handed me the two packages, both so fulsome and radiating 
happiness from Lyme, such a generous supply of 
Yucca design that I con hammer out ribbons galore and 
still hape an ample supply of material on which to keep 
correspondence swirling on stationary that never fails to 
inspire me with happiness, 

And what with that lovely lady in the widow looking 
dpwn as a sort of talisman from Lyme « u»o Egypt, and 
my day is bound to be as happy on the morrow, even as it 
has been today • 

At the coffee hoyr. Celeste and Father a oble met 
me at tfye door, doing a "Happy Birthday to You" rendition, 
and Celeste presented me with a short sleeved sport shirt 
and Madam Regard presented me with a wine glass, of the 
same type she had given me at Christmas time • 

Naturally there were no interruptions during the day but 
as it loos hot-hot, with only an occasional cloud to cut 
the sun's rays, I did manage to dig some iris plants 
which May Balthazar wanted and which Celeste wanted to 
deliver. The two white ducks were great help in 
assisting me as I tried operating a spade with one 
a rm, I reokon they figued a pair of ducks would be equal 
to one arm and while they did pry around the 
rhysons as I dug, I must confess I think they were more 
interested in finding a stray bug than in the 
horticultural prusutts on which I was supposedly con¬ 
centrating • 


av s .j a 

• • •, 


CO 

& 3 io 

. . 


:>iu i 


W 3- 

« 


>i. U! 


. ■ ■ •: • - 
■/I! 3.\.1 06 bn A 










From the Francois Mignon Papers. #11-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIP 


7369 


As I headed out for supper, I encountered a couple 
of ladies and a small child coming through the gate, 

It was Mrs, George button, her daughter in law and 
grandchild, 2 years old, As the George Suttons never 
had but one child and as the little one is their 
only grandchild, I need scarcely add that neither the 
mother no grandmother could do anything at all with the 
little one who twice knocked the wine glasses, filled, 
from the bidet and had both ladies in a perfect stew from 
the time they arrived until they left, I find it 
remarkable how grown people can be put into such a 
tizzy by ,o child of such tender years, Although 
she didn t know it was my natal day, Uita (Mrs, George( 
h a d baked me an elegant cake, —angle food with a pale 
yellow icing and I'm gad to say the child didn't 
succeed in getting that on to the floor, as it is r eally 
excelltnibaa nice receiving the note from Mrs, Roosevelt, 

I am hoping she will pass along to someone the 
idea of doing a book entitled "April 15th, 19 45", 
and I think it should be done by someone like the late 
Robert Sherwood, perhaps, — someone intimately acquainted 
with the Washington scene of that date, I would 
envision the thing a s heavily photographically illustrated, 
for it seems to me as I recall the magazines 11 years back, 
there were scads of interesting shots having to do about 
the redactions, especially the emotional onces that 
transpired when the news seeped around the world. But there's 
no rush a bout anybody doing such a volume immediately, 
except that it would f be possible now to write letters of 
inquiry as to people s memory of that date and I suppose 
everyone then in their maturity can remember the cir¬ 
cumstances very vividly, 

>Aft isoiovt 






I have a few letters to knock off and then I shall 
h a ve a dab of be-lated supper^and a tall glass 
of ice tea for the little ice bucket is doing noble 
service these nights and I'm just as fond of it as I 
was the first time I used it and found it such a handy 
little helper along this time of the evening espec idly. 
And so the natal day has been achieved and blessings on 
Lyme for having me it such a happy, happy one,,,,,. 
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Our two minute show of summer continues, with 
- a dab of rain just before dawn to contribute to the 

- ; i humidity and to make things grow with astonishing rapidity. 

The season is running about 10 days late, it seems to me, al- 
though my estimate is based on somewhat unscientific data such 
as the height of the banas, the absence of gardenia blossoms 
and so on, Rut with the thermometer in the 90 's during 
the day and in the t 70's at night everything is bound to 
jump, . r.s - 

A long letter from *>ames containing much data con - 
i corning goeJ, addresses of people to whom I shall write keeps 
it on my hm holding shelf. There was quite 
a bit about Jallon, too, and he seems to want to get that 
into the press in July, —a book whioh will never 
sell, * fear, but if he can afford to have it 
printed, I think he ought to get it off his chest,3 
. V)!.: • :> L: a . ' ; i i - z ' 

As for Ora, I find her letters sound less like her from 
~ * day to day • I take it she is going through some 

< spychiatric thing and accordingly I dismiss them all 

as of primary importance only in that they reveal which 
, t way the mind is turning, I am grateful for them, 

however, as they provide me with a opportunity 
to know on which side of the boat to throw my weight 
from time to time and I'm hopig that within a few weeks 
she will be back on an even ieel again, 
o •. uoi o- ei bftot “sAft no i e bo " ft oAft &- r v, otto *ft 4 

Yesterday Carolyn telephoned from Texas, saying 
she was just heading out for Waco and Dallas and was wondering 
what the hospital might think if she invited Ora 
to spend a few days at Old Ronita as part of her rest 
cure, She said that either she would plan to be there 
with her or, if Ora preferred, she and R, B, might 
occupy the place and she would spend the time in town, I told 
iiisx'V bwjI Vo uboi oA \c ft' jo &-’ft oiil ' 
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her I thought the first thing to do in sijch an 
eventuality would be to consult with Ora's physicians 
and that she could easily do that by 'phone, or, since she 
gets into Shreveport frequently, it would seem wiser 
perhaps to drop by the hospital and see the doctors 
before mentioning it to Ora, I thought it bind of 
her to offer to lend a hand thus but I cannot imagine 
the doctors permitting it. 

The more I think of Ora's article, the more persuaded 
I am that it is an excellent statement of aproblem,— 
perhaps as fine a statement as I have ever read, but, —and 
here's the rub, —what the Editors are probably looking 
for is not so much o statement of the probiim with 
which the whole world is pretty well acquainted with but 
rather they are searching for a statement of the 
sollution of said problem, —and that, of oourse, 
nobody seems to possess, 

I am beginning to wbnder what has become of 
this year's migration of orioles, The catkins are beginn¬ 
ing to fall from the pecanes and usually the orioles are 
plucking them before they,start falling, I am hoping 
that like the gardenias, the orioles fust happen to be 
a week or two behind schedule for I love their liquid 
song and there would be something missing if they 
should fail to put in an appearance• 

v v • ~ t* i \ f j V ' ■ \ jrv\ A* ft \ 

I dipped into a book coming to hand at random, — 

"Just Half a World Away" by Gene Lyon or some such name, a 
lady who has apparantly been doing newspaper and photo¬ 
graphic things for magazines for several years, * assume, 
since she mentions having been in Uukden when in fell 
at ong about 1951 or some such, The present volume is 
about India and presents stacks of aspects of life 
there, especially in the lower brackets, In reading 
it, one gets the impression the road is a long one between 
here and anything very closely suggesting Democracy, but 
then I don t know how the latter works in the United States and 
so L content myself with the thought that the Indians 
will undoubtedly be as successful in making that 
peculiar machine function as are we, 

• -l -• V. .• V. r*-r ~ \ t \ ** m 

• » t t 

And now for a few must letters and then to "Half A world 
Away" and the gift of the lady of Lyme gazine down at me ,•••••• 


Friday, Hay 11th, 19 56* 
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Memorandum: 
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1 How nice to find your nice letter of the 7th in 
today's post, i I 

oa ajrot v* oS :> to AS ■ oe to nstxob \io.i t — - - * 

I'm so happy to hear from you and to say thanks again 
for the nice things you had to say, the good wishes 
expressed and a variety of'glimpses of life as 
. it swirls about you, 

Vi iSi siTsuboni boA 1 sai ob Steqe r.s .A-oq i So icoi I 

I am so glad to know that you have been to 
the theatre and thanks for telling me something 
about the doings. To see Hta Hagen ought to provide somethin, 
I suppose, I understand she is among the brighter 
luminariries of the moment and I recall so well what 
. nice things Eva LaOqllienne had to say about the visit 
she made to her in Westport or wherever, —the LeGallienne 
establishment. And Mr, Scourby in a Tourgenief opus 
. must have provided a certain interest for you, perhaps greate 
than to your companion, sinoe you had seen him on 15th Street 
West before running into him on the stage tn ISth Street, 

His voice is so wonderful in recordings, it has always 
amazed me that it turns out so unsatisfactory, they 
s say, over the atr waves, T'm wondering if his stage 

voice is up to the recording perfection or if it swings in 
a some uncertain category between the microphone and the 

uncertain status of people whose voices aren t 
particularly famous. Certainly no one has ever recorded 
so splendidly as he, . a 

qt . sc si .V 1 *- iaoox SuM won* o$ t o 2 Tiioo \o t aoiu a Si bite 

It 's nice to know>there are signs of greenery unter den 
and through the botax ioal garden, I gather that Spring fust , 
ja % frAqr 5 o*t<S naitai eeait-iqqf.-' a as to\ efcneAi \jr iti 

sAs o . is to I* sfr ifr HAqa\\ eAuo/s «i - .e ;ite % z owtr 
•toaj »A$ yniiub Suo bsrtoon* bs^ ff nib bur; n abed 3 a r* nJ tiiSs ai 
. i i bmjo\ «a;-w at,o s.'2 sonaAw Xv.-rsc : 
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'Uft 


ft:' 


'lit . , T 

inclined to be a little late in Lyme even aa it ia here• 

I waa impreaaed thia morning when the radio mentioned, 
during the Weather Report, that while our low laat night 
waa 78, Dea Moines had a low of 76. Surely that ia 
an unuaually high reading for a ph ce that far North but 
tornado and other ramagea were sprawling all over the middle w 
last night and everything waa out of kilter, including 
the thermometer, apparently, 

Today's post was fairly heavy and what with all t^e 
secretaries busy with the hoeing o the cotton, I didn t 
see a one of them until nearly 8 o'clock tonight and so 
I devoted myself exclusively to your letter and to 
a half dozen or so bits of billing that had to be done so 
that books could be sent out on"the morrow to cusomers some¬ 
what far afield, Iif View of all the hurly-burly 

that went on, I couldn t for the life of me find the 
clipping about the .Goloseum which you had encl osed, 

I took aZ 2 packages apart to aee if I had inadvertently 
enoloaed same with invoices but had not and so ^ now 
relax, realizing that I shall come up on the 
said item unexpectedly sometime between now and when 1 
shall have called it a day, and since the secretaries are 
a ll flown to the honkey-tonk, I shall have the pleasure 
of exploring said clipping on the morrow, 
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I notice there s a letter from lay in today's 
post and it appearsto be written long hand, As she 

Kill 

in i ftp. 


has a couple of machines in her house and runs at least 
o them with facility, it would be so nice if she would 
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Memorandum : 

;* XX 30 -iw «i • .. 


Sunday, May 13th, 19 56. 
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Vasn t it.odd that you had to .learn about the Rridahan 






i-jft 

o aft n fty 9 e 


oh ft* 


T nil •, 


project from Robina's letter, I reckon the particulars may 
have been contained in a letter f rom James which J had intended 
enclosing for your delectation a nd then had to hold back 
for addresses and so neglected to send same along. It 
seems $o me the Cabildo museum thing ought to be interesting 
and it 8 nice, of course, to know that local stuff is being 
planned for it, 

, ft ft a p . Itftb'l looi !i>: r . ft»\w 

Again my thanks for the happiness your letter brought, as\ 
always, and again my thanks fqr Nephritite ,1 cm so glad she 
is still in Wiesbaden and din t get knocked out during the woH 
you recall whence she came when found in Egypt 
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a o4 t b9bift9b -to 

Our summer weather continues, —no rain which we could stand, 
and a lot of heat which I, personally don't mind, 

.9.-. ' ' vn ’ ' • . i. 

. At breakfast on Saturday morning, the clerk told me a 
bit of news that was a surprise. He said that la Monte span has marri . 
some man in New Mexico, named Butcher, Apparently Quatorze 
will find Madam Butcher a fitting name since the clerk said he 
had remarked to him on hearing of the marriage that that 
woman would cut anybody's throat without giving it a thought, 

I am not quite sure in which direction the real c ongratula tions 
should be addressed but one thing is evident, —Quatorze is certainly 
lucky, > 

. . „i\i .ft ,.u • ft'-.ftc . i.c. ft a ' i; iU: v' on 

After pinner on Saturday, my barber who has been ailing with 
malaria for some time, came to shear me, I was so glad to have 
him start in on the wool that had gathered at the nape of my neck, 

, what with the hot weather tending to start rivulets in tha quarter 
without any father boas there to.increase the temperature. He 
had just cropped off a hunk of hair from one side when a message 
came that some friends of the General were waiting to see me 
at the big house. The barber said he had a few things to 
attend to at the store and that he would be back shortly and 
that was that and so I hold the thought that by next Saturday, 
at least, .the job, so evidently but sparsely advanced, may be 
consumated for I haven t seen hide nor hair of said barber since, 

-.*■ on.. auoiu4o\ 4 e l x> ftblift08 Lia l- v • llo bno otlftft c 

Lillian Trischell .also dropped by on Saturday afternoon. She 
seems ,te< agile and gay flying about the country tn her car by herself 
one would never guess the 71 years she carries so lightly, 

. a:,;, bib 4rA bra isoi ai.i ni-oiboft on bib 1 

She had. been visiting in the hills near Pollack, east of 
Alexandria, and had a lot .of specimens of unusual flowers she w as 
carrying back home with her. She said she had seen la Bormon 
a week or so back and that the latter seemed to be doing fine, &he 
lift Jv.ft. J lit 1(1 O'y ftftD ao\S tft»\ X .fttjob ftftft.*.} 

• t '& ‘S ' \ Z 1. ' 


















From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




7978 


7975 


AOOR . 
atnosn 


. . * 


. 


'4' " n 




< -5.' t^v t ■ ■ ■- 

said further that she had been talking with Jo Evans the other 
day and it seems Jo heads a group, —perhaps Federated hardens or 
some such, which have undertaken to publish or re-publish 
Carrie s Wild Flowers• But Carrie has been making some large 
plates in full color of iris and what not for full page illus¬ 
trations but that the publishers or sponsors have now decided, - 
or think they have decided, to substitute a full page 
illustr tion of a-single flower with reproductions of six 
of these paintings to a page which will about reduce the pictures 
to something approaching a postage stamp in size, Surely this 
will be a vast and natural disappointment to Carrie, I 
suppose the coast of reproducing the illustrations in full page color 1 
would make the book rather more expensive than the sponsors 
want to undertake , *hat a pity that somebody like la Storm 
doesn t toss Carrie or the Club the money and deduct the 
amount from the income tax* 

.«t • :io O lOOn : i !• 0 i «F08A i t i\oi ;W* IS I 8n 85 ) 4 Oil &i 

i*a Trichell also told me something that interested me 
qbout Vint rop Rockefeller, It seems that gent.is undertaking 
something bigger on a gardening scap that Mr, Hodges, and 
that somewhere near Little M oc k t Arkansas, at a place spelled 
Petti jean and pronouced Pettigeen, a vast projeot is 
being unfolded, An expert on the project spoke before some 
Garden Club meeting that Lillian had recently attended. The 
man explained the Mr, Rockerfeller is sometimes impressed by a seen 
that comes to his attention, either when traveling or in a photograph 
he may chance across and, if it appeals to him, he has it 
reproduced in his new domain, He mentioned a snapshot of 
§ huge cliff that appeal ed particularly, —part way down its side 
a huge rock jutting out at right angles and on azelia growing there 
,precariously » Winthrop waved a wand and Loh- a new cliff 
appeared in the Pettigean region, projecting monelity and 
a zelia and all. It all sounds a d a b fabulous and terrible and 
let us hope nobody sends ^r, R, a post card showing Niagara f*lls. 
Mount Everest or some such that takes his fancy, 

I did no radio-ing this week end but did finish "Just Half 
a. *orld Away " last night and so was glad J, H, fell totalking 
a bout India at dinner today,, I'm so happy you are going to get a ch 

itj£ ... ■ • a ■ 

to read the first chapter in Maurois 's George Sand biorgraphy one of 
these days, I feel you are going to find that first chapter wonderfu 
interesting,,,,,,. 


Monday, May 14th, 1956, 
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Memorandum : 

& o \.i *n o4 »ii 804 b8 ?. i&vr x -ut. 

How nice to find both your letter of Wednesday 
and the cdpy of ^oronet in this morning's post. 


I- ■ * j ' 5 - - 


4 1 ')U ' 

< 


t 1 1 

b o i iq 


I'm so sorry you had such a needle in ijhe haystack hunt 
for the article about The Arctic, But isn t it 
good that you finally tracked it down and I must con¬ 
gratulate you on your thought about attaching it to 
Madam Marco's letter which has a way of making both 
the ltter and the article doubly interesting, 

•i i 1 t i I ! ■! C ;. <; }*. 0! ' V ' . 0 j' . 

A few minutes interruptiongets in between this 
line and the one above. Carmen telephoned me to say 
that Thelma Kyser, as President of the Historic Homes thing, 
had reached Celeste by 'telephone today, following several 
unsuccessful attempts in the proceeding days. She wanted to 
t tell her Ijhat she had again been appointed Chairman of 

this year s tour. This is definitely a policy 
thing, as another had been tentatively decided upon but 
of course Celeste doesn t know that and obviously the appointment 
• is to secure Melrose fot the tour. The date has finally 

been decided upon, too, —October 13th and 14th, which 
is a Saturday and Sunday, I am told 
A jAqj «p a loops. 8 At «on\ Sauinab row arcuvovi 

I had suggested thdt they decide on the Labor Day week end s 
everybody is eitherin in the big road or dying to find 
an excuse to get there but it was felt that it is too 
• hot in September, And so mid October will be the magical 

moment and although the greenery will have faded, there will 
. at least be some gourds, probably, at this bend of the river, 
bo>-i> ' * •. n j' : . e\'' ‘ ■' tuo • o > v i i i v . " » ;10 • 
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Tuesday, May 15th, 2956. 
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. A., : i t M l-.. V, 0:- t ■ '• 

At supper tonight, 1 noticed J, H,’s left hand had 
a bandage on it, —the same side that was embossed 
with thecast for his broken arm from last October 
until M arch, He said he had somehow caught his 
index finger in the car door and had broken a couple 
bones • He mentioned something about when bad luck begins 
and 1 resisted the impulse to inquire if he thought his 
might have been mixed with good but it seemed as well 

to skip reference to la Butcher, 

' 

In 3tead of trying to find Meet the Press last night, 

I read a few pages from Julian Huxley's "From An Antique Land 
which seems to deal with Hear East civilisations he encounter 
while doing work for Unesco, It seems to be one of 
those books in which scads of odd particulars are set 
forth, some of which may interest the reader and some not. 

The first city he took up was Biblis, v however it is 
spelled, a town on the Medterranean, falling within the 
borders of Lebanon or Syria or whatever, and said 
to be the oldest town, conqectively occupied by succeed¬ 
ing civilisations, I didn t know it before but it seems 
Ramoses 2nd of Egypt had a flourish trade with the place and 
had an inscription placed there when he visited the place, 
perhaps 5,500 B, C, I lparned also thatBiblis supplied 
Greece in early times with its scrolls and in time these 
became known among the Greeks as Biblis and so meta¬ 
morphosed into the £ ibles and finally the Bible, I 
didn t know before that parchment got its name from 
the city of Pergamo* and that the word 
volume was derived from the spools on which the ancient 
manuscripts were rolled, 


i } 


Lv . 


It seems to me it s James who likes this type 
of book and 1 must pass along the title to him, 

- 

Ton asked about M adam Moore, la Storm etc, and to tell 
you the truth, I got little out of Mrs. Moore, 3 he talked so 
fast, often on subjects of scant interest to me, —her 
grandchildren, her; nephew in California and so on. As for 
the Bluff,I haven t had a peep from that direction, save, 
perhaps, a early in January, and of course neither James 
nor Kay mention SouthCarolina much, I go to 
town again in the morning and hope the removal of the bandage 
will reveal that f the goose egg is behaving properly, Again 
thanks for today s happiness in Lyme's Wednesday's letter,,,. 


, 88 

Memorandumi 

■ :’\ r . : \ o .•\ -s.' v .■ j • t v .. 

And so to town by 8 i 15 and, pleasant to report, the lady 
doctor found my arm improving. It was re-bandaged and in the 
doing of same, the doctor said she thought there toa§ a chance that 
The goose egg might be absorbed by first intention and 
that surgery accordingly might be avoided, I shall have to wait 
anothe week to see if the improvement continues and, if it does, 

I shall be out of the woods. It was re-assuring, to learn that 
the tests made of the saffron fluid indicated nothing to suggest 
anything unpleasant. It goes without saying that all this gave 
me quite a lift, 

c. . • • <s\ . t ; - : \ L.) •'1 >oi.;■ w u-' 

I got another lift when I leaft the place when I discovered 
it had been raining with some intensity. The shower continued 
for n bout an hour and I suppose we got a little over an inch, 

Down this way we had a good rain, too, but perhaps not quite so 
much as in town but certainly sufficient to give vegetation precisely 
what would benefit it most, T} ie clouds with an occasional sprinkle 
continued all afternoon so a maximum of moisture soaked into the 
ground, 

. • 

The Weather Bureau predicts fair weather for the morrow and 
that will fit in nicely with the plans afoot to have 
photographers come here to take pictures of the spraying of 
the pecane trees against whatever bugs work on the young fruit at 
this time of year • t 

; *. • . • /: , • v ' 9 . . gv-.'. 98 cn 0 

. Celeste, in anticipation of a big party tomorrow, had to 

run in to town to make several purchases, —gifts for the best 
bridge scores, delectables in the food line and so on, &he 
isn t happy about the prospeot of the. October tour, **hy, I wont 
even have time to go to Church if ,here s a Pilgrimage on 
Sunday", she complained. People in patches have four Sundays 
of Pilgrimage in a row and still don t get much farther from God as 
a result of their efforts, i suppose but the fact that they 
see something in ante bellum houses may be one reason of difference, 
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Wednesday, May 16th, 19 56. 


I have suggested that instead of including modem houses 
on their Natchitoches tour, an attempt be made to include only 
ante bellum homes. I am particularly anxious that the Jean 
Prudhomme home be on the list for two good reasons, —in the first 
place, it might inspire the offspring of Dr. Hebert Prudhomme 
to give the place a little more care, and, secondly, it might 
peal to lots of people from far and near, —in its neglected 
sadness and my guess is that not a dozen people in the Parish 
h a ve ever seen the place.. 

Last night 1 read some more from the Huxley opus on the 
Near Hast. He doesn't do much, about Vnesco although he menions 
it several times and drops a word here and there in places where 
he foresees the possibility that some combination of Near East 
nations might join hand under some organization like Unesco 
to pool, preserve and make available as pilgrimage centers many 
of the high points of ancient civilizations, so mahy of which 
as in the case of Petra, because they are so inaccessible because 
of the absence of ordinary travel convenience to them. 1 laugh to 
myself whenever, as f read this volume, how McCarthy denounced 
Unesco as Communist. 

. > i• 3 1 • • . * 

Another letter from Xay today. 1 hank Heaven she found a typewrite 
I was so glad to learn they had finally established. contact with 
Bob and Patty. 

3 '10', . . o'... ■ . . " " sAt 

I suppose it was a big day for the Longs in Baton 
Rouge. The inaugural speech will be re-braodcast tonight 
a nd I shall try to catch up with it. At supper J. f H. mentioned 
that while campaigning, Earle had declared he wasn t going 
to raise taxes if elected a>}d, a cc6tig to J. h ., the new&overnor 
today declared that he wasn t going toraise taxes - much • 

A8 Long did not attend the inauguration of Kennon four years ago, 

Kennpn did not attend the L 0 ng inauguration today which struck 
me as ppor judgement. Kennon says he is going tp pracice 
Law in Baton Rouge but everyone in the political swim says 
that both Kennon and Shivers are slated for big jobs within 
the gift of President Ei 8en hower although I suppose these will 
not be bestowed until after the November election, since the 
stock of both the Louisiana and Texas Governor is said to 
be low among the electorate. 

Well, so t‘ ings turn and I'm happy T could send along the news 
covering the continued goose egg progress .. 


. Memorandum• 


<osclo sot,. . 
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It was such a lovely day and, had there been lilacs, 
it would have seemed like the outer fringes of the metropolitan 
area along about Decoration Day, what with the sky a lovely 
blue, the sunshine so golden and the temperature.so moderate. 

The skies cleared before midnight and the theremometer went 
down tp about 60 and the same performance is promised for 
tonight. . 

The day s mail was thin, only some 2nd class stuff and f 
a letter from James, bearing a flock of addresses which l haven t 
jotted down as yet. Oddly enough, he never mentioned having 
spent the evening with Patty and Bob. Perhaps that was because 
he had only business on his mind when he wrote although 
he did ask when it would be convenient for Kay and him 
to come up for a little visit. 

■ . . 

This morning was so lovely, I couldn t help recalling 
that it was yesterday that Jadam Beaufort was scheduled to 
have a picnic for sov^e Garden Club ladies yesterday and 
in view of yesterday s rain, the picnickers must have 
found out of doors a bit on the damp side. 

, V * 

Celeste was worry all day yesterday for fear today s weather 

wouldn t be f,ine as she was having a party. B\^t as hers was 
planned for inside, the few rain drops wouldn t have been 
quite so devastating on her as on Beth. 

It is said all of the Louisiana startions at some time or other 
during the afternoon or evening re-braodcast the ina,ugural 
ceremonies at B a ton Rouge yesterday• I heard one which was quite 
ample but after folding up my. beard, I did have to give the 
dials a couple of twists when another re-broadcast would slip up on m 
unexpectedly . 








\ m 
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Talk at supper fell to old days concerning the 
new Governor. ,1 believe-he was in school at the same time 
J. H, was. J. H. said Earle never did give a damn about 
anything and that as it was the custom in those days to lock the 
class room door when a sesasion began, Earle was often on the 
oustide of the door, never bothering to get to calss on time an<f 
not carrying if the door was closed when he did arrive. I hadn t 
know it before, but Earle took a course in Law and graduated 
but prides himself on never having had a case. I suppose 
Huey saw to it that Earle got a political job as soon as he was 
out of school and it has been politics and not lawy practice ever 
since. 

I have been mildly puzzled by Hiss Hate s apparant stand 
in regard to Earle being elected Governor again. Somehow I get the 
impression she thinks he might not be so bad. -As this seems 
to run contrary to popular opinion a nd directly opposite to the 
conclusions one would draw from his earlier tenure of office, 
it seems a bit strange, and doubly, so as Hiss late was bounced 
from her job at the local college by Huey because she didn t sub¬ 
scribe to his politics and said so. 
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Hemorandum j 
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Our lovely weather continues, sort of 90-is in 
the afternoon, sort of 60 -ish at night. 

'■ i - ■ ~ 

There is a vast sound of rushing wind from almost every 
quarter and if one looks a second time, one disc overs 
big old machine attached to tractors as- the source of the 
racket. These tractor tanks contain some sort of liquid 
which is blown all over the trees to disc ourage the insects which 
bore holes in the twigs, where theydeposit eggs from which 
emerge the young to feed on the newly formed pecanes. 
y\ 1 v ; ol .siflr. a ■- * 

&ut the pecane problem had to take a back seat today when 
some sort of new caterpiller appeared in the- cotton patches. This 
, seems to be a comparatively new kind of bug which has just 

recently made its bow in Texas and allaround. They say it is 
in the nature of the bowl worm and is inclined to eat the tender 
leaves of the plant and then invade the cotton bowl as soon as 
it forms and so, if not controlled, is able to knock out a 
crop utterly. 

Somehow it all seems so much of a*, merry-go-round, —the 
bugs eating the cotton, the planter ahmmering away at the 
bugs and the world market so glutted with excess cotton to begin wit 
that the effort to raise more seemsnot unlike the picture 
of a dog chasing his own tale.. 

H’-'/ikuk'. r J 1 9 A S’ b- S'H’.B.j" T ^ /: j „ .,1 (33 . 089..‘-i S- 1 

I hav no doubt the new bug will be properly tracked down and 
discouraged and that a new crop of cotton will produce 
at imposing number of bales u/kich will be trasported to 
ware houses, already giving way at the a earns with 
unsold cotton from crops of foregoing years. &omwhit d 1 seems 
so hurly burly. . o • 

'{'oday's post brought two or three letters from about 
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A long telephone from Hr. Beckerman concerning the organizing 
of the Schweitzer *und. It seems the Hayor has been bogged down 
in Hayor Conferences somewhere around the country and so 
has been await ng a calling of the initial meeting until 
he has completed his galavanting. 

» 9 s U ■ r.o i : > v <; > ■ 

Reverting to the inauguration, the crowd of 5,000, which doesn't 
seem very cwod-ish in these times, was said to have numbered 
about e qual - numbers of white ynd colored. It will be surprising 
if both colored and white don t get some jolts fromthe 
Governor before* we have gone very far in the present administration. 

I feel so much more frisky in knowing that the goose egg 
is on the wane tha-t I have to keep myself tethered to prevent 
me from taking too. vast a swing now and then at various 
n nd sundry undertakings....... 
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the country, including one from Visa Nellie. She is 

truly remarkable, There were a few orders fro cook books, too, 

a nd six copies were ordered from a lady living right on Royal Stree 

It seems so odd that the v oub'leday shop at the corner 

of Roayl and Canal has never placed an order for this item 

although thje manager of the place has twice told James 

that he has written me on the subject, I have written 

the gentleman, of course, asking him as to what is what, and, o co 

I send James copies of such letters so he may keep up with 

the doings. The fact that Tess3 Crager has purchased several 

copies of this item seems bu natural, even though 1 don t 

know if her Basement D ook shop is centrally located or not. In 

fact, I have intended asking James about its sitaution but 

h a ve forgotten to do so, Xou may recall the street name of 

the basement Book Shop is Zimple, I'd love to know where they 

rounded up that one, for you must admit it does sound 

silly. The only comparable n a me I know is the proper 

name of a h dy, some fifty summers old, widowm of M Dr, 

Champagne, Beofre her marriage, she was 

Dimples Rachel, but now, of course, she's the widow 

Dimples Champagne, 

. A . 5 5, , ■ . ■ 3 01. i , . . ' 

I finshed rhe Huxley book last night and was glad 
I had read it. It's sort of a Baedecker glimpse of Hear East 
antiquities, customs, etc., with a mere smattering 
of aspirations for the morrow, I must say the 
reading of the Huxley volume creates an impression that 
we might be moving along a road that might take humanity to a 
little higher level,. Somehow one ca not help feeling 
that Unesco agencies that may trasscend the limitations 
imposed by old fashioned national barriers and offer a glimpse 
of all peoples some notion as to their own situation 
and their relation to their neighbors, a better day might be 
in the offing. Surely if United Rations aid nothing more than 
give ttye w orld such a glimpse, it would have more than 
justified its existence, 

To hand comes ''.The Ladn They Fought For, by Clifford Dowdy or s 
such name, I believe this has something to do about a picture 
of southern things around the 2530 to 1565 period, 2/ie prologue 
begins with the remark that the 2530 to 18 60 decades were the 
cold war struggle before the clash of arms was heard and 
that sounds like an interesting appraoch. Well, Lord, 

I must knock off some mail now but will be back anon . 
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Memorandum r 

■ ’ 

t 

Our lovely weather continues, hot during the day, cool 
at night. 

Today s post was rather on the odd side. Or 's letter 
doesn t sound precisely like her. That part a bout May 31st 
being~an excellent date, according to the nuns, for an 
• operation, La3t year she would have passed that along to 
me as a joke but now she seems to take it seriously, Surely 
she couldn't imagine they would say anything else. 

And then an invitation came to hand and it took me back 
in memory seme 25 years or so when *at had a baseball team of 
ofocolored boys about his age and Herman Gunn, Miss Sally's grand 
who had a like team at Magnolia brought up his team to 
play the Melrose group one day and Miss Commie pointed out 
x Herman to me where he and the others were playing on the greenswa 
• between her room and the African House • That s the only time 
I ever saw Norman and the closest I ever came^to him and that, 
you will agree, is somewhat remote. 

But today's post brought a n invitation from some unknown 
people, inviting me to the wedding of their daughter and 
Norman u unn in Aiandria on June 3rd. • An additional ard 
enclosed also invited me to the reception at the Venitian Room 
at Hote D entley in Alexandria, following the service in the 
Cathedral, Assuming the bride and groom have a host of intimate 
friends, the gathering for the' festivities ought to be awfully 
select if I dm an example of how far afield they care to go 
in the issuing - of their invitations. 

But speaking of Magnolia reminds me that yesterday they call, 
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the lady doctor to see Hiss Sally. She found her heart in 
as good condition as ever but they took Miss Sally to 
the Mother cabrini Hospital in Alexandria regardls ss for it seem 
she was obyiously off in her upper s tory, experiencing a vast 
impulse to hurl plates at people, etc., which certainly is 
astoniqhing since she has always been such a delicate flower she 
oouldn t so much as pick up a pin. I suppose she is a bout 85 
and as she has at least two sisters living in Alexandria, she 
ought to h n ve lots of company and perhaps she will get back 
on the track again and perhaps not. &he has been such q n incons 
autocvat for the past 50 years that although her children will 
find Magnolia odd without her presence, I m quite sure they will 
all be secretly glad of thje interim of her absence. 

, The letter from ames is certainly on the gay side but 


Memorandum: 


Our lovely summer weather continues 

j-t , t t ** . 

I found Sister and her daughter in the coffee cups 
across the fence at 9 on Saturday morning. She remained 
here until 4:30* She did nt appear to be drinking and 
was in one of the calmer states of mind which fluctuate 
with the highly erractic in Joe, Dan and herself. My time 
spent with her measure not more than o couple of hours or so but 
so long as she was on the place, the liklihood that she would 
re-appear at any moment and that the mood might switch from 
calm to confusion always has a draining effect on my energies and 
I was as tired when night came as though I had been digging dttch. 
d:'.., r.‘->'V <• •' - 

Her big problem of the moment is securing a birth 
certificate. 1 believe she was born a ngust 4th, 1914 and 

any doctors living here at the time have long since gone to 
their reward. She doesn't know where the family Bil)le is, 
but thinks it may be in her mother's armoir but isn t going 
to look to see. Curious how she can plunder that repository 
for other things but not that. Hobody seems to know why she 
suddenly.decided she wants a birth certificate. I took 
note of one remark she made in speaking of the matter: - "It 
certainly would be convenient.to have one if one wanted a visa", — 
meaning a passport, no douljt. And that would suggest she envisions 
travel. Personally, X can t imagine where she might dream up going 
but perhaps she has heard it said that travel in educational or 
some Whehprofound quiet obtaining in these parts today 
gave me an opportunity to do much desk work, —the house remains 
so cool if the doors are kept closed, and I even did a dab of 
reading. "The Land They Fought For" by Dowdy began lengthening 
out into a history of the civil war on the military side, and 
this I had feared, for I am always hoping to find a book on the 
economic side of that struggle and I had hoped this might be it,— 
the beginnings of the work had been so well sketched along 
those lines covering the 1858 - 1862 period. H u t I was 
soon all tangled up in campaigns and so I relinquished the volume 


it does seem odd he never has spoken of his visit to the Segleaui 

There was a quorum at coffee this morning. Ifte ladies are 
making preparations for an outing, with Madam Regard going to 
Mansura and Celeste to Hew Iberia, —I think they leave Monday, 
for the graduation of one of Betty Regard's sons. 

1 1* « J' 

I saw Father Boble yesterday. He is dri ing to Mexcs City 
next week. As little Miss L e e has explored that neighborhod, 
she will know precisely what he is heading into. 

■L took time out last night to read a little more in 
the Clifford Dowdy "The Land x hey Fought *or". I liked what 
I had to read. The author seems to keep a fairly dispassionate 
eye on his\ m subject matter and he presents a progression 
of people and events, but especially the people, in such a mannei 
as to make them seem as comprehensible as a contempoary 
assortment of politicians So much of the history revolving a bour 
the Conjederacy seems to have been set forth in such romantic 
trappings that one loses the people under such l a yers of 
Pa ra phnalia• &ut somehow the present work seems to re-create 
the people in some fashion so that they fall within the realm 
of recognition • One interesting point he makes is the effort 
* j efferson Davis ~nd his associates made, following the setting u/ 
of the Confederacy in February, 1861, to avoid hostilities 
with the federal Government for apparantly they thought there mid 
be no war, —just 6 or 7 cotton States suddenlu deeidinn +.n 
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in favor of a series of Essays by Lionel Trilling, —and I 
laugh every time I think of the fashion little Miss Lee could 
pronounce that author's name with such gusto that would 
make rural free delivery sound like a nickle, I may add that 
another attraction about this book for me is the fact that your 
friend, A, Scourby, is the reader, 

t.t,' *t _ A 'i ft* J o” 

There was an interesting article on the English poet, 

Keats, and among other things I learned was the fact that among 
his correspondents were his brother and sister, —George and 
Georgianna Keats who, in the 1820's were living in Kentucky, 

This was about the time the Walter Scott was writing to his 
kinsman, Thomas Chinn, who had almo migrated to Kentucky, 
and 1 think I have mentioned before that Sir Walter invariably 
addressed Cousin Chinn, the envelopes reading "Glen Lackey", The 
Chinns finally moved from "Glen Lackey" to Louisiana but what 
ever happened to George andGeorgianna Keats, I never did learn, 

'The enclosure from Helen speaks for itself. The ice box 
sounds like an embarrassment of riches Carolyn telephoned 
Saturday, asking if I could run up to Marshall one day 
this coming week, and said she had a piece of furniture to 
deliver to me and would drive me down in the afternoon, She 
pointed out that if 1 had some 3ta'lwart arms available to 
assist, the delivery could be facilitated, She did not mention 
what the furniture might be and naturally I said nothing 
about Helen s letter. If circumstances permit, I may catch 
a ride northward on Tuesday and supervise or lend a hand at 
whatever is needed, although, naturally, it .will be but one 
hand I shall lend since I have no intention of jepard zing 
my game wing in such an undertaking, 

Across the fence, the ladies seem in quit a twitter, making 
preparations to lake off for Mansura and Lew Iberia on the 
morrow at dawning, Lerves always seem might short just before 
they take off in any direction which, as you know is not infreque 

c i, i h r 3Ci \ \, r j v j'- ^ ^ 

The past week was fairly hurly-burly, I am holding the 
thought that this one both here and at Lyme, may be one of peace, 

■ • t .. • • » v r.' !• i r 'Ll : 
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Memorandum : 


Deep summer grows deeper and today some cape jessamine 
blossoms unfolded and a gay bouquet of them here before me 
nods its several flowers sedately with each tap of the 
keys. 

The ladies got off at 7 this morning, happy as crickets. 

As Celeste explained yesterday : "I never get a chance to 
go anywhere any more,,,,,,," 

\ * 

They plan to return on Thursday and head out again Sunday 
or Monday for Mansura and Baton *ouge respectively, the younger 
lady having another nephew finishing his third year at 
L, S, U., and while this seems a little premature 
for graduation excercises, it apparantly is most 
timely for o frolic. 

Today's mail was fairly he a vy although it contained 
nothing of especial interest, I shall run through it 
with greater care on the morrow, whafawith a concentration 
tonight on addresses, billing, etc, I am sending 
one dab of billing to lames which I feel he will not 
mind doing although it is rather of a nerve on my part. 

Some concern in Seattle, Washington, sent an order for 
1 03 copies of the, cook book, each one to go to a different 
affiliate of theirs and the prospect of getting 
the addresses,. labels and invoices, —1 03 in triplicate,— 
taking into consideration my somewhat laxadasical 
assistance, it would take me from now until doom's day to get 
the job done. And . so, what with the expert help he 
has to hand, lames may not mind, in fact, o dly enough, 

I think he perhaps might relish the undertaking, I feel, too, 
that the 203 copies might as well go foward fromNewOrleaas 
where the 2nd edition* nay- be used in filling the orders in 
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Tuesday, May 22nd, 19 56. 


this instance• 

Then, too, I think *ames likes to fiddle with 
advertisements and after he gets the shipments made, 
he can start writing letters of a follow-up nature 
to be sent to the 1 03 concerns within a month 
or so, asking them how their cooking problems are 
being solved, etc. 

• . \ > 

I antic ipate making the hejira on the morrow, 
arriving abou noon and touching home base again about 
first dark and thankful shall ^ be when that 
chore has been , effected. With the b a mboo curtain 
drawn on this bend of the river, I reckon my chauffeur 
will probably park in Natchitoches at Irma Somperyac 's 
house, for it seems a k*V to Pirates Alley and the Natchitoche 
house have been exchanged which ought to make it handy 
for both laides whenever one or the other chances 
io find the Crescent City or the Town of the Lotus 
Easters in close proximity, —the lady to the town 
and which ever. 

J, H, ha.s gone to New Orleans, I saw him at dinner, as h 
did nt leave until this evening. He told me that Albert 
Fredericks, whose wife ran for the Legislature and was 
defeated by Gonvernor Long's "politicking", 
is now running for the School Board in this area and that 
the Governor has his sister, Mrs, Knott, or some such 
name, a resident of M a ny, La,, near Hodges Cardens, 
running against Fredericks He, J, thought the _ 
Governor'8 sister would win. He also said that if 
Carolyn is thinking of E rle giving her,a job, she 
might as well forget tha% as Earle hasn t any intention of 
giving anybody anything, 

i So things turn and so I must turn to some mail 
and then call it a day, and I must say the days are 
lengthening out,,,,.. 


Memorandum: 

■ _ . ", j \ >: ■ c j ' . . V ■ .. '• -■ 

J shall write but briefly tonight, what with 
the chance that I may better handle today's memo no the 

morrow when 1 shall be here at out-going mail time. 

. .. . . t ' 

Suffice to say that today whnt according to schedule 
and the perfection of the weather was helpful in making 
things more a greeable up and down the road. 

The birthday gift, as mentioned in Helen'3 letter 
was managed with a degree of dispatch although anything 
so cumbersom in such a conveyance as a regulation type 
car, covering such a distance, has its drawbacks. 

°urely the idea behind the gift was of the best but 

it did represent something in the nature of a white elephant. 

f no ■: '• >it:.v> '• 3-^ . • •’/, i r 

But I shall expatiate on that point, too, at a 
subsequent sitting. 

i nit. UJ bt .ni. 

In short so much time was consumed in acquiring and 
getting the gift in a cond.it.iwn to be transported that 
3cant time was allowed for anything else although there was 
a stop at Mimosa &all for o chat with a man who is 
currently working on a play for Miss B a nkhead, —and more 
of that later. 

Because of the necessity of traveling shwly, it 
was 2 o'clock before reaching home base and I suppose it 
will be about 3 by the time the driver reaches the 
Somperyac abode, I believe la *omperyac is still 
in California, New Mexico or where ever and I but marvel 
at the apparant ease with which mo3t people seem to get about, 
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Wednesday, May 2Z>rd, 19 56. 


J . H. sent a message to the prospective aspirant 
for an Archivist job, saying he doubted if there ujos 
any potent in consulting the Governor on the point, 

The latter has put a new wrinkle in his program a by 
presenting no program at all, He apparantly inspires 
legislation he wants the Legislature to pass and 
word is passed about that the measure being sponoroed 
by this or that member had better be passed if patronage is 
desired, It is thought everything he wants will 
go through but as of now, nobody seems to have the vaguest 
notion what those wishes may constitute, so far 
as any position being enunciated by the Governor 
himself, It's an odd sort of set up and Heaven 
knows Jiow it will work, 

Thus far, where he has demonstrated any inclination, 
it has been to evidence opposition to everything the Kennon 
regime supported and in one instance, a Registrar of 
.voters who expected white people to conform to 
voting standards the same as colored people were required to 
pass, is being retained in office by the^oernors wish, 
although the Kennon regime had demanded her resignation, 

t - o . - .‘j . > •=».'• •. • : L- 

So the political pot boiLs and so my head begins to 
nod and I shall a ccordingly fold up and this point but 
shall hope to be back with something less dull on \ 

tomorrow s keyboard . 


9 9-' 


•> 9 $ 09 ... 


- V' 
It , 


10 J 


, . •: 

i . ii \ 

Memorandum j 


tu 0 -o 


9 


99 9 1 

09 

bsa 


1 9 


Yesterday was such a hu bly-burly day, my memo last past 
was of little or no account, I fear, and so I shall undertake 
to chart the day again, not because it was of any importance 
but merely because it may give a slightly more comprehensive 
picture of the elements making it somewhat 
confusing, 

' ' . . '• "■ ■’ 

The ice box was the thing, I thought it so kind 
of the Waco-Marshall gals to think of such a gesture as 
a birthday gift but frankly, under the c ircumstances, 
it was on undertaking, the extent of its ramifications being 

what they were, was a little too vast, 

' 

The ladies had talked about it in Vaco last week, it seems. 
On separating, a elen, having met Mr, Beckerman here on 
her recent visit, wired Mrs, Beckerman, asking if an ice 
box might be available in u atchitoches, On reaching 
Ma shall, Carolyn bumped into one and bought it, Helen 
got a wire from Mrs, Beckerman, saying the Beckermans would 
like to participate in the purchase of the gift, Helen 
got a wire from Carolyn about the newly a cquired object and 
so thc^t news was relayed back to Hatchitoche and so the thing 
went round and round. 
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The only news I had of all that was stirring was the 
letter f rom a elen and so, because of that-news, it did app 
the only thing of a civilized nature for me to do when 
Carolyn asked me to pass her way was to accept the invitation, 
knowing full jflell that a lotg of doings would be required by 
way of giving a hand in engineering the ice box into her 
car and getting it de ivered here. The day was so c nsumed 
and as ice boxes are not suppoed to be placed in a horizontal 
position, —something , bout some mechanics of the thing T 
know ntohing about, there was the impossibility of 
loading a bix, standard sized box into an ordinary car. 

It mas impossible, of eourse, and endless doings to get the 
,t\ing rigged up nsued. We got it to Me rose at 2 in the morning 
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and,ut that hour, could find but a single slave to 
assist in getting the thing from car out of sight, —and 
undertaking in view of the delicacy of my arm at the moment, gave 
me pause for reflection • But the thing was finally a chieved. 

Because Melrose is closed, Carolyn had to drive back to town after 
that, which is ridiculous, of course, what with a couple of 
dozen beds here a bouts and nobody occupying a one, It seems 
that half way back to town, Carolyn had a flat but finally 
aroused a negro from a c a bin on the roadside who got up and 
came and helped her, assuring her he was happy to do so and that 
any time she had a l..t in that hour of the night, he would be 
glad to get up and lend a hand, 

t 

I did not got to own today and it seemed better that Carolyn 
should not come this way, in view of Ban s hostile attitude toward 
everyone. Before she left for home around noon, I suppose, 3he 
saw the Beckermans who told her that Natchitoches is building 
up some sort of plans to honor me somewhat after the 
fashion of the doings afforded orrather accorded Dr, Bath a 
couple of weeks back. It appears there is a desire on the part 
of town people to express themselves appreciatively of what 
or on what they consider civic efforts I have made in behalf 
of the town and parish, I am glad to have an inkling of this 
in order that I may slow up the impulse for a while at least 
until the local winds have died down a bit. Still, it is 
pleasant to know of the good will peeking in the parish in spite of 
the ducks and drakes being made by one disordered mind, 

. This morning's first incoming call was from Arkansas where 
la Schmidt of Michigan was stopping momentarily to telephone 
to,say 3he was bringing her daughter for a round at Melrose, 

I told her the bamboo curtain was down and she o as 
obviously puzzled and disappointed as was I,, Then 
the hotel telephoned to s ay so me lady and gentleman from 
Paris had asked if a special concession might be made for them 
to p ass this way. My response was immediate and in the 
negative• ■And so things turn and it goes without saying 
I find endless satisfaction these days in the inspiration 
of Nephritite who somehow stands fo all that Lyme and I 
stand for, and it makes it easier to bear the cyclones in the 
mere contemplation of such mightier and lovlier forces 
in the world, 

I must say it was pleasant to be b a ck at Yucca today, observing 
the fine progress the gourd crop is making at its inception and 
getting both feet back from the big road on to the ground I am 
delighted to report the goose egg has just about evaporated. 

Perhaps the exercise, so unexpected, did it good,,,,,,,,, 


Thursday, May 24th, 2956. 


Memorandums 

D8;ru, no o.m $x ; •■ o.'ir i •. a ;■ vjx ix s o e o 

My radio spoke of showers and cooler weather 
in the region of Lyme os of yesterday but locally 
the warm, dry weather continues, A cold front has been 
coming in our direction and we were promised "widely scattered 
8howers n os o consequence of the invasion but somehow the front 
got bogged down, over Oklahoma and so I guess we are in 
for more dryness, 

, ■. •' .. i; . r, ii -y.n \o j; \ „r. 

The ladies across the fence got b a ck from Newlberia 
and Mansura but Madam Regard at 87 finds travel in this 
weather tiresome although the new Cadillac is air conditioned, 

I suppose she was doubly tired because she was a little 
worried over a message from her sister in Nebraska, o nun, 
who told of their other sister, also a nun, in the Boston 
area who has been stricken with a heart attack, The 
Nebraska one is being transferred to the Massachusetts convent 
so 3he 'T/iay be there orrather so the two sister can be together, 
I didn t know the Church did such things but the idea 
seems to be a good one, 

» • . .. ; . "i ; ’■ • 

Celeste *s nephew, Dan Regard, came home w ith them and 
will remain until Sunday, He is a fine boy and I like to 
share bird and garden enthusiasms with him • 

Al, :mob:;oui c id*- Aov»i«wD • jto 1. *ioi ** sil’iu vu. 

A letter to Celeste from Juanita indicates Joe is 
heading thisway this coming Saturday and is not driving his car 
which probably means he will be flying or coming by train and 
when he will arrive, nobody seems to know. The General is to 
be inAlexandria on Wednesday and said he would try to make it 
up here to see Joe, if he should be here but of course nobody 
knows and probably least of all - Joe, 

- .v . tu.: \i.: si n'»,s‘t . •' eon r> v. «, ^ 

A book comes to hand and is something . a bout archaeology in 


I 








jfe- ■ 
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Friday, May 25th, 2956 


South Arabia which ought to catch on to the Julian Huxley 
thing I read alst week about the near East, for Huxley got 
s far into the caravan region as Petra and I suppose 
lhat is fairly far. And that recalls to mind something Huxley 
remarked upon when speaking of Egypt, —that Samels did 
not figure in Egypt prior to the Christian era, having been 
broght in by the *rabs, I believe. Somehow it always 
seems odd that the early Egyptians got along without camels, and 
especial ly as at the time of the 2nd or 3rd Rameses Egypt extended 
over so much in the present Arabian region, 

’ ' O i '• li . * V -* V • , , ’ 4 l# « Yl • *• * A 1 '■* * ■ ® 1 

The present book coming to hand is by Mendel Phillips, — 
a name which seems to familiar to my ear and yet I do not 
seem to associate the name with the person who bears it. Possibly 
the familiarity of each of the names, —Mendel and Phillips, 
suggests an individual whoturns out- to be nothing but 


Memorandum : ^ 

3: ‘ . o- - t :■ j 

Our summer weather is really getting dry and yet in 
spite of moisture, vegetation seems to be growing madly, espec 
m the gourd and bamboo departments although the cotton 
plants are beginning to wilt, The promise is for fair and 
warmer weather, 

: ‘ < • •-, • »f *■>. f f V r\ l • f \ # i r \ 

* 

I was much interested in Mr* Eisenhower’s Waco speech 
today. Although supposedly non-political, —aneducational 
topic present to a graduating class, still I find the 
theme so unlikely of realisation that at best it seems 
something purely theoretical if not political, 

I suppose nobody couM object to everyody in the 
world getting some education any more than nobody would 
prob^ly object to mother hood. But at least one point 
struck me as being so obviously out of order that I cannot 
help jeeling that the President whose brother is a college Pre 
and the writer of the Presidential speech must have realisedi 
thatit is impossible for primately supported American colleges 
to set up other colleges around the globe, what with privately 
endowed American colleges are already having might tough 
going to keep their own institutions going, 

.'j 3 ■ "• t ■ 

And secondly, l'm not sure that it is any more 
important that we should export our higher educational 
institutions abroad than that higher educational institutions 
n bvoad shouJd export their systems to this country, I have 
n lw a ys felt that one country e xchanging its students with 
those of another country an excellent idea but in what I 
heard of the speech, nothing was mentioned on this Doint. 
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Sunday, Hay 27th, 19 56. 


program woul$ be in the hands of educators in the country 

which the new institution was to be es ablished, It seems 


171 


to 


me this would tend to bring about a situation wherein privately 
endowed colleges in America would be creating and maintaining 
colleges whose supervision, being un er the system of 
te country in which it was established, would enable the 
country receiving the college to instruct its scholars in 
matters of learning quite at variance, if so desired, with 
fundamental tenants of learning and merely utilize the 
college for whatever selfish purposes the politicians 
of the country in control might feel they wanted to teach, 

For example, if we saw Columbia build some foreign ^olumbias in 
Spain, Hus si a Yemen or China, with the unders anding that 
these c ou7i ries supe rvisewhatever subjects were to be taught, 
how in the world would such an arrangment advance the object 
of advancing true education, 

• 

Somebody must have done a heap of work-in preparing the 
Vaco address for the *resident but on the face of it, the 
thing seems to fall short ofa well thought-through program, — 
or even suggestion. 

On the home front, -i got the ice box installed properly but 
although it works perfectly, 1 shall not be using it since the 
vibration is such that a new emplacement will have to be found 
for the thing and under present circumstances that 
would require more time and labor than is available during 
the present season '^'he whole thing is just another of those 
efforts over which we divide our smiles and our sighs, —the motives 
being so kindly, the 1 or invovlved so exhausting, the results 
so modest 

I suppose the impending week end will 
hope, and that hope goes for Lyme as well, 
a little reading done if possibje and as I 

or whatever the 0 endle 
have another book or two I wnat 
I shall be delighted if nobody shows up. 


^ ... 


"Cataban and Sheba" 
is called, and as I 


be a quiet one, I 
I should like to 
like the 
Phillips thingg 
to 


get 


examine, 


Two le tters from ames, one containing addresses I shall 
enclose, which a Iso 3 tates *ay goes to Buffalo fora visit 
on June 5th when ' J ames will pass this way. So things sping 
and summer gets under way,,,,,, « 


not 


\5 T 


30 






r.Tc 


9i\ 


s. a. 


A letter 
Johnson D 


Memorandum : 

. • - , • 

Our heat wave continues without any of those widely 
scattere showers putting in an appearance 

The.Sabbath got started early for J, H, when Joe 
telephoned from some place, —Natchitoches or Shreveport, - 
announcing he had arrived from South Dakota by us, 

:/-ii ~ ' Sfti i-iM ’ ' -a:o i . ;Vtc‘i ' r / ai sj. 

He plans to stay about two weeks, he says, so things ought 
to be quite hurly burly in these parts I shall pass 
along this news to ''am es, hoping he will put off his visit up 
this way until after this particular breeze has ebbed a little, 

from °ames in Saturday's post goes into the William 
iary at some length, especially -regarding the old 
house near Natchitoches where one of the diaries of said 
Johnson was said to have been located. Prom this I gather 
James must have forgotten completely that we had 
quite a bit of correspondence about it at the time the 
book appeared 

•v. -.V .V ° . ••• w • * ^ *•* J- 

I got around tq do a bit of reading last tiight 
from J, M, Thompson s "Louis N a p 0 leon and the 2nd Empire", 

I always found it difficult .to find a book on this subject which 

seemed very well balanced and somehow this one begins 

with the impression that it might be .better than most 

others I ever explored. It seemed to be the fashion after 

1870 for writers to dismiss Napoloen .III as of no importance 

in much the. same fashion that most French histories 

dispose of Louis HV asinsignifcant. My guess hasalways been 

that the Third Napoleon really did quite a lotduring 

his 16 years or whatever it was that the 2nd ^m pire lasted, 

during a period whenall the world needed all the balance 

it could get as the Industrial Devolution was sweeping away 

old orjders and cluttering up the esthetic aspects of life 

with much of dubious taste and deadly economic patterns, I 

shall be curious to see how J, M, Thmpson handles 

the study, I take it Mr. m .Thompson is an Englishman and. 


I 


I 
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Monday, May 88th, 1956, 


perhaps, it is for that reason that he sets down with 
some exactitude the streets and numbers of habitations 
occupied in London both by Louis Hapoelon and his mother, 

Hortense, during their visits to England and later of the 
places in London occupied by the Rrii ice when his mother was 
about to die in Switzerland and, following her death, during the 
Prince s residence there without her. In contrast to 
thi3 meticulous enumeration of streets and numbers in London, 
the author never mentions where the Prince made his home during 
his residence in flew York along n bout 1857 - 1858, His uncle, 
Joseph, ex-King of Jpain, had a property at or near Rordentown, 
Hew Jersey, —Point Breeze, ^ believee it was called, but 
the uncle was in England when Louis flapoloen was in Hew York 
and the latter never visited the D ordentown establishment • 

u nner today was had an element of pin sticking on 
° • * s part in a verbal way in the direction of Celeste, I 

have witnessed the same thing on the same theme before and 
knowing .that it will invariably bring a sqwak from Celeste, 

J, H, seems to relish the potentials with an innocence of 
expression and surprise when the effect has been produced. He 
began by asking %joe about farm labor in the Dakotas and then 
led the conversation around to the fact that women up there 
work harder than men do down here, et,, etc*, etc,, and in a 
matter of minutes Celeste begins protesting and the fat is 
in the fire and j, H*, eeping the thing going, continues to 
re-act as though more and more surprised at his wife s 
protesit.Yucca the big ice box is restijig comfortably, I 
plugged it in to see if. it would function and discovered that 
it would. But it will remain disconnected indefinitely 
as the flooring of the west room, —beyond the living room, 
is so constructed as to give a bibbation to the whole house, 

, tf ' at is onl U place where it can be housed conveniently 
J shall let it remain there indefinitely, continuing to use my 
beloeved ice bucket as heretofore , One can but smile with 
a sigh when one contemplates the good will and effort involved 
m rounding up and installing this item. 


that 


And now .to .the mail and after that a page 
and thence to sleep ,»•••• 


from the 2nd ^mpiA 


Memorandum ; 

' ' . 

Late this afternoon we almost had a shower and 
in view of the recent heat, the cooling off•of the 
atmosphere plus a great deal of thundering provided 
a conversation piece even,though the amount of water 
falling from on high didn t even cover the bottom of the 
rain gage, 

1 -r * * * jt \ ^ p’ ' * (» \ c\ v > • wc. c ft f \ \ 

..... ..... 

Joe Henry came to see me about 8 o'clock this 
morning, demonstrating once more the instability which 
characterises the emotional and mental status of 
the three youngest members, 3till surviving, of Miss Commie's 
offspring, He said he was heading out for onroe for 
a couple of days, using Pa 's car, and that his wife 
would come to Melrose within a couple of w eeks, after which 
they would bus back to the Dakotas, He said J* H. didn't 
seem to like it when Joe told him he didn't care about 
seeing the General who, with his wife, was scheduled to 
speak in Alexandria, —or ra her the General is s cheduled 
to speak on his own hook, his wife merely accompanying 
him and the General had said he would make it a point to 
get up to Helrose-, should Joe be here, Joe said "they are 
saying nasty things about me and have always taken the side 
of the Gulf States Utilities against me," It was 
a row Joe had with somebody ingulf that impelled him 
to quit the job and eventually to go into R, E. A, 

. .••r. .■ l iv t 

And so Joe took off for Texas, saying he was returning 
Wednesday but 1 reckon he himself hasn t any fixed timing 
for his round trip, and, of course, if he does return 
Wednesday, he may get here in time to see the Baton Rouge 
contingent and he may not arrive in time. As for J, H,, I reckon 
he doesn t know whether he should tell Baton Rouge to 
make the effort to come or not, I n short, everything 
is by sixes and sevems and the ladies across the fence are planni 
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o other frolic to south Louisiana, 

If my memos these days sound lacking in good sense, 
they will reflect perfectly the stange hack of 
ordinary sense which at the moment seems to dominate 
every twist and turn at this bend of the river. 

The most interesting remark Joe made to me was that 
he wished Melrose might be put up for sale forthwith since 
J, H, is the only one in the family who would buy it and 
that transaction would simplify all manner of things, 

. 

At the same time, Joe goes ahead with formulating plans to 
build himself a house on the river bank, on this side of the 
river^ directly opposite St, Augustin's Church, and if J, H, 
doesn t have a headache from an effort to keep the boat 
from rocking both on his own domestic hearth and the family 
level, it's a wonder • 

. 

The ladies from the camp in Fug a bou's section came over 
this afternoon to invite me over for a visit but as they 
couldn t find me, they left the message with a servent, 

I didn't make the call although they are very pleasant and 
I should enjoy dining with them, were it not for the fact that 
one visit to their camp and I would begin getting invitations 
from other neighbors who would feel hurt, as in the case 
of the overseer, whose invitations I have always declined since 
an evening spent with hill billies would be tiresome indeed, even 
though they are not so hill-billiesh as most of their class, 

desides, I want to get on with my reading about 
the 2nd Empire, I have reached the year 1848 when Louis Phillipe 
stepped down and Louis Mapoloeon's star be$an peeping above the 
horisIFnday' 3 post brought a letter from Mrs, Stirling, In 
responding, I shall not mention to her that on Saturday I learned 
from the Chamber of u ommerce that a letter had been received 
from her, asking for particulars regarding the closing 
of Melrose, —the Gamier telephoning ? me to ask that I 


bKU it o' • A 


- ~ u' 

.1 i 




■ i ■ I 


of M e g ro3 e t —the Chamber telephoning me to ask that I 
dictate a response which I did in a laconic fashion, saying t 
all the u hamber knew was what it had read in the papers ...... 


that 


ot ar 


Tuesday, May 29th, 19 56. 

• s' B’s -i .‘.o 

-i t t 1 . <». .... S-Ot: ni t; \jl; . 

0‘ - ' , .• .v'.O QJ'.tA. .... - *t<: . V *'■ triii&ftu 

<. 0 , • } 

? TO' - . OJ . o'-" 'J.'.t j,'!.; • 

Memorandum : 

... • o’- ... 1 :: JO * 

How nice to find your letter in today's post, 
a nd how nice to learn that you are nibbling a bit on 
your vacation. It is so good to know you were able to 
get a glimpse of vegetation which is doubly effective in 
restorative powers for urban souls and I am holding the 
thought that the weather during your vacation period may 
be rather more favorable that metropolitan weather reports 
have suggested, 

. .>:• • • IT. or 8 i t\ ...'i; o V r-» 

In the latter categry, however, I realise that there 
are local variations which prevent one from getting a 
correct picture, as in our own case where the weather 
man tonight said that only a half an inch, that falling a t 
Shreveport, had visited the region during the day, whereas 
in reality, we had a full inch here, —and the 
gardens and cotton fields alike lapped it all up and I am 
sure will be able to handle as much more, should we 
be thus honored on the morrow, 

•v u . . .. . A-.. ;i ; or;, -;; i v . Ac 

. It goes without saying that I was delighted to learn 

you had had an opportunity to take a peep at the M en ry 
Adams opus and, naturally, I am enchanted that you found 
it to your liking, flow that you have reached Chartres, 
you are beginning to get some of that ulta suave irony that 
Mr, Adams can toss into his text so adroitly • Rome must 
h n ve been scandalised at the article on "Maryology" but 
the text is so wonderfully contrived, as you will agree, 
that for Rome to complain about it would seem to do Mr, Adams 
no harm and would only tend to advertise his observations which 
would probably have been read by very few people, uhless some 
established Papal institution should publicly frown on same, 

\ 1 find as much please in re-reading the book as when first I 


Li .0 T! 
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c r , 


Bill if 


explored it, and with every re-reading, I find more and more 
things which I neglected to ponder on at the first go round, 

t I am eure you will enjoy the bi ograp hical section regardin 
Eleanore of Guyenne, —surely among the more astonishing career 
of a^U woman in European history. And, of course, Blanch of 
Castille must have been a pretty strong character, too, Mr, 
Adams, by touching on them so lightly, somehow 
whets the apetite for more, 

You may find all the talk about Bernard and Abelard 
a little on the tiresome side but when you get to the last 
page, even as in gone with the wind, you prob a bly will feel 
the same depression that there aren't another thousand pages 
to read just ahead, 

\ no 1 alio eluoa HodtiJ -fo'\ 

My admiration for A, Aourby increased tremendously when 
I observed with what ease he tossed off the archaic 
French, just as though he were reading a contemporary tongue. 
And the mention of his name inclines me to remark upon 
your observations regarding the quaity of his voice on 
the stage, And, it goes without saying, I am delighted 
• to know you had the opportunity to see the piece in which he 
figured, 1 may have remarked before that 1 heard somewhere 
aton the radio his voice, according to report, does not 
come over the ether waves with the same fine quaity 
it does on the records and that sponsoers of radio 
pro rams have not subscribed for his services as they 
feel there is a sarcasm or some such quality that would tend 
to discourage the listener from investing in the product 
he, as an announcer, would be trying to sell. But he 
is so wonderful in the Adams opus and what fun it will 
be one day to share his rendtion as we re-read the 
Adams opus and compare notes and diverge into endless avenues 
which so many of his paragraphs open up, 

, L Jr i o b o o a o 1 * 

And may 1 thank you with all my heart for all the nice 
things which little Miss Lee had to say on personal 
points. Such observations give so much stamina in 
unsettled times such as these when "sitting tight" seems to 
be a cardinal virtue, 

jlo LdiJq bitio*\e bui ioqoS. bsAti Irt v 6a J 

As there will be no out-going mail on the morrow, what 
with Decoration Day in the offing, I shall hold this memo and 
enclose it with the one to be penned 24 hours hence,,,,,, 


U * 

fc 4 4 e. UOfcCiOiW 3** 


Wednesday, M a y 30 th, 1956, 


t; r.DO 


- 


- $5s 


Memorandum j 


t < 


in ob 


The longer 1 observe holidays in Louisiana, the less 1 compre¬ 
hend the pattern of observance or absence of same, 

■ . x ; , . bo . 

There was no, in-coming or out-going mail, of course, and 
in town the banks were closed. But the business houses were doing 
business as usual and the plantations between here and there all 
seemed to be functioning and even the geese in the cttton 
fields were busy at pulling Bermuda grass, 

O J)L ii ' 4 J • i j TV A -) mj 1 . Tj • i'. A \s Wli 'A l • . 

In the medical field, the doctors' offices were open and as 
Madam Regard wanted to see both the dentist and the doctor, — 

3he has been having a little trouble with a sore gum, the 
lad es suggested I drive with them to town, 

# 

I am delighted to report that the lady doctor found my 
elbow much improved, She said she thought me very fortunate 
in that it appears L may escape surgery, I must continue 
to have the elbow bandaged but that, of course, os nothing, now 
that I am accustomed to it, and I am naturally so thankfful 
K that the thing ia doing so well • 

, 

The lady doctor and I could both weep on each other s 
shoulders what with her dog having died last night and my 
toroise shell tabby, apparantly alright when I g a ve him some 
breakfast, just dropped dead as L turned to give the ducks 
their morning repast, 

Joe Henry did not show up before jsupper but I suppose he 
may return from Conroe during the night. When he left on 
Monday, he said he jwo.uld be. Lack Wednesday and he understood 
the General would .be. A e.re for supper, I suppose tha$ may be the 
reason he failed to put in an appearance as he doesn t like ( 
the General 3 wife and therefore, by his reasoning, he doewan t 
think too much of the General, What with all J, H, has to put 

.. ,up with at home, B marvel that he keeps his head when so much 

pulling and hauling goes on as among the brothers and sister. 


t 
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. I did a bit more reading from Thopson's n Louia Napoleon" 
laat night. There waa a point about which I muat inquire, — 
a reference to Eugenie as having Sdottish-American ancestry, I kn 
nothing about her geneology. 


Thursday, Hay 3 lat, 2956. 


i-l n' 




I am now in the 1859 - 18 60 period and find the 
author has given a great deal of space to Italian aspirations 
for independence and eventual unity, I suppose the Mapoleon 
rd reign swings primarily around his determination to assist 
in the establishment of a united Italy but I think the 
space devoted to Italian politicis and politicians is rather 
greater than the book warrants. Old Prosper Uerimee has 
been mentioned and Victor Hugo, but only in passing, and 
instead of so much Itali a n business ,■ it seems to me I should 
like it a little better if more space were given to personalities 
and cultural and economic doings in France Hr. Thpson 
gives one to understand that the Third Napoleon was devot d to 
acting oh hunches, even as der schoene Adolph, but unlike 
the latter, he obviously was iticlined to lean too heavily 
on the destiny faith and pay scant attention to the means, 
especially the economic and military to effect the impulses. 
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Full summer 
would happened , 


;. .010 

and, 

were 


X.-J 


A i 


in spite of Celeste s fears a l)out what 
it to rd n every day, it didn t spill 

a drop. 

I didn t see the Mies at coffee as they had goi}e 
to Alexandria. Celeste told me yesterday she couldn t bother 
n bout picking up the General as she wanted to feel free to 
shop-and lunch without thought of a schedule. 


I did bump into some mention of George Sand but 
I have come upn A. lumas as *yet. I am hopng 

to encounter *intevhalter and Offenb a ck one of these days, too, 
but the A rts haven t made first base as yet. 


see me a i 


' i c 


R e verting to our trip into town this morning, Celeste 
remarked upon how pretty the cotton fields looked and then 
proceeded to demonstrate her nervous state of mind by complain¬ 
ing a bout the possibility of rain. I remarked that we were 
indeed fortunate to have the inch of rain yesterday , 
what with the cton beginning to wilt for lack of 
moisture, 


Joe who had returned from Conroe last night, came o er to 
,bou 3 o'clock. About 3:30 the General came to see me am 
he and J oe and 1 chatted until supper time. The General said 
that in Ale xandria he had seen Celeste and Hadam R e gard and 
chatted with them and although they were just starting for 
Melrose at about 2 o'clock, he had declined to accompy them 
as he had just talked with J. H. who had sent Eugene down 
to pick him up. Two bankers of Shreveport with whom he had 
lunched a sked him to let them drive him to u elrose but since 
the car was already on the way, he naturally declined. 


Ii3t 


O' 


lor i ■ 


0 ‘31 


fats 


"Yes, we probably needed a rian alright but just stop 
to think of what will happen if it should keep on raining 


a u inch every day....why.....if it should do that, we 
will have no rop at all. .* 

3;\ sc vo i)" •‘■M" • j: Jr:."; o$ .'ii t , a.\ 

So things turn and happy am I because, when one pauses to 
ponder, it becomes evident that the correspondence of kindred soul 
means as much to Lestan and to little Hiss Lee. . 




At 7 o'clock, J. H. and Celeste drove the General 
back to Alexandria where he caught an 8 o'clock plane that 
wouldset him down in baton Eouge 2 5 minutes after leaving 
the Alexandria air port. As the General had made the trip 
up to Helrose as a courtesy call on Joe, it would have seemed 
quite natural that **oe should have returned the courtesy 
by driving him back to Alexandria. But the obvious and natural 
does operate in local family relations and as Joe is mad at the 

A ■> ^ * • « .J .. . J. L 1. — J J.L - - * s. ...... 


r.o 


General s wife who did not accompany him, he is therefore resentf i 
of the General and so declined to drive him or to accompany 
J. H. and Celeste. If all the above sounds wacky,you are 
undoubtedly re-acting aright for I, in jotting it down feel 
that .either I or my associates or perhaps both categories 
must be a little light in the upper story. 


J 




I 
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Friday, June 1st, 1956, 


' Li. $ 


:\i '-z ■ *y 


I did a little more reading from the Second *mpire 
book last night, 1 found the section to my liking, —details 

about the Third Napoleon bringing Baron Baussman from 
Bordeau to supervise the city planning of Paris, 3uch as 
cutting through the major boulevards restoration 
of Sainte u happelle, creation of the Bois de Boulogne 
and so on There was a quotation from a letter from Eugenie 
penned ujhen sailing down the Nile, following the 
Emperor s backing of Ferdinand de Lessups' for digging 
the Sues Canal and the inauguration of doings in that 
quarter by the first performance of Aida which the Empress 
attended. There was also mention made of Louis 
Pasteur and the encouragement he received directly from the 
Emperor who from 1865 - 1866 joined *asteur in formulating 
plans fqr a laboratory for the 3tudy of infect ous diseases, 

I-haven t run across the name of Violette-le-Duc as yet but 

I suppose he will be showing up shortly in reference to 

such restorations as Pierrefonds under the patronage of the 

Emperor but perhaps that will come later, although Thompson, 

the .author of this volume, incoines more toward political 

thanartistic manifestations of the reign. One gathers 

from this study of the Third Napoleon that he wasn t a very 

effecient administrator, he was really remarkable 

as the Chief Exectuvie of any State in view of his wide 

and active interests in the general welfare and he, himself, 

was want to refer to himself oa a Socialist, Perhaps 

one reason why t\e never got a better press is because he invariabl 

inclined in the direction of improving the well being 

of the masses and the realization of that fact must have been 

poison in the minds of the Bourgeoisie and especially so at a time 

when so many other countires, —England, the United States, etc 

the bourgeoisie tended .to fatten themselves at the expense 

of thelesser orders, 

•>: iVv • V- 1 

The account of Maximillian and Charlotte in Mexico was 
presented in brief but lucid s tyle and I am glad to have this 
brief sketch of that somewhat cloudy disaster • 

•;o r, $•.; "i v J VjJU or, ’ L.v.v- ' \o 

Veil, so much for a literary report and .now I must roll up 
my sleeves a^nd do a d n b of mail I must drop a special 
line to Madam Mraco, she is so sweet, . 

, j ; V'.itr ■: iw $ t •- si a - 4 L ' j ‘ 


must roll 


si- T.15 


Memorandum j 


C'v.Ni 


The surprise package a rrived in this morning's post 
qfd I was delighted. 


But the results of the bird calls were,as migh 

been expected, quite unimagined, 

* 


have 


. ■■ . ■ ' i . 

No sooner had I opened the package than I had to try it 
out and, to my surprise, with the first twist of the gadot, a veritabl 
chorus, arose, —not from our feathered, friends in the shrubbery but 
from our feathered friends in the ground —in the. iris 
garden, I suppose the sound attracted the attention of the ducks 
and in glancing in the direction whence it came, they immediately 
sighted me and the resulting racket was tremendous, Both the 
duck and the drake came running toward me, quacking for all they 
were worth and so long as I twisted the s crew, bringing forth 
the bird calls, just so long did they keep screaming • 

And so, because of my impatience to really give the gift a 
real trial, I went into ,the white garden where, to my surprise, 
the, duck s came running although they had never before invaded that 
domain. And so 1 retreated to the big oak in the front garden 
far, far away from the white garden and gave the thing a: other 
twist. Picture my surprise when within the space of minutes, 
the duck3, suddenly put in an appearance, waddling for who lasts 
tie longest and just about tuckered out from the long trip that 
must be achieved as between the white garden and the big oak. Obvious 
the sound of the whistle must be pitched in such a fashion as 
* to carry rather farther for feathered eons than for human. 

And so I put the magical lyttle insturment in my pocket, drove 
the ducks back to their nocturnal residence and g^ve them an 
early supper and put them to bed. And so, after supper, 

I returned to the white garden and had another go at the bird call • 

I had to laugh when, it the first twist, the muffled sound of quacking 
floated around Fucca to the white garden side, indicating with 
no uncertainty that the ducks were still, in spite of qrowinq 
darkness and their bed time hour, were in a mood to respond •• 
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Sunday, June 3rd, 19 56* 


Half an hour later I tried it again and my old friend, 
the mocking bird who lives in the wh.ite crepe myrtle 

beyond the chapel, responded. On moon light nights he siggs anyway but 

only the planet Venus gave any real brilliance to the 

evening sky and so 1 am sure it was the bird whistle and not 

Venu3 that induced him to respond to the cal,l from the Yucca 

gallery. You can see plainly enough there s going to 

be much fun with this new toy and now the only problem I have to 

solve is how to rf try it out in the day time to produce its 

fullest effect without having the ducks drown ou it3 message to 

their kin folks in the trees. 

I know not how he got here but John Henry appeared sometime 
during the morning. He plans to remain all summer, I 
believe. I learned from Celeste that Joe Henry'3 wife plans 
to drive over here from Conroe on Monday and on Thursday will 
drive Joe to Shreveport where he will take a bus for South 
Dakota,. Laster in the month, Juanita will be-take herself to 
that regionfor a vacation. > 

. Celeste also told me that in Alexandria yesterday she had 
talked with somebody who said that Dr. Rand had gone to 
3 upper at Horace Rand's home recently, suggesting that 
he is a ble to get about a little, -isn t it odd that nobody 
in that household ever finds time to drop a post card. 

»I ■ 

The letter in today's post from Miss Bormon came as something 
ff a surprise for I had about come to the conclusion that like 
Blythe Rand, she had forgotten how to put a pen. I was glad to 
lern that she got an oriole for that seem3 to suggest that 
even though the dusting $ pecane trees at this bed o the river 
pr-oved too much for the yellow birds, they are still in and 
, a bout Louisiana.///////omterri\topm/////Hadam Millspaugh 
telphoned to ask if she might bring some friend down to which 
she got a negative answer. 

* ' i/r, * r, r ■ a.'■ • «t ' ; * J * ‘ * * J ! l ’ , , v . V . J 

And now I must do some mail and after that I'm going out 
» on the gallery again to see if the bird calls will rouse other sounds th 
quacks...... t 


Memorandum ; 

• 

Cur cool weather continues, --60 this morning, but 
a thin cloud coverage all day suggests the possible shower 
and warming trend the weatner bureau mentions. 

• 

A long let er from “ones in Saturday's post contains a few 
particulars concerning addresses I haven t as yet transcribed. 

He mentions that *ay, instead of going to Buffalo, will 

go by car to The Bluff for a week. He asks if he may come up 

here during her absence. In view of all the surrounding members of 

the family, I think it better if he would put off the visit a little 

I think he should make the trip to Charleston and then, after a 

week's visit there, he and Kay might return to }/ew Orleans 

via Melrose, giving some of the local unsettled conditions 

to resume a more placid state. Although I write 

him frequently, giving him outlines of the current "aX 1 quiet" 

at this bend of the river, he apparently doesn t grasp from 

what pen sketches I send along that the present moment is not the 

most opportune for a visitation. It seems odd that this is so but 

so it is.. 

> : -■ . I /. '-i c .v.j ... wfi ; .& ba tab".o 

We dined across the fence as usual this Sabbath. The 
most disturbing thing ii» the world for Celeeste is to have 
anyone late. Accordingly the younger Wenk youth was sent 
over to the bi-g houqe to advise Joe that dinner was about to 
be served. He didn t show up on time and so, when we are about 
to gather about the board, r at went over to see if he could 
have any success but came back by himself. Joe finally a rrived 
after we were seated and the hostess reflected vast emtotional 
control to keep from flying off the handle. Nerves of steel are 
of the greatest assistance when sitting a stride a powder keg 

- As for myself, I stay as much out from under foot as possible. 

I welcome the opportunity thus a fforded to do a heaa of things 
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which have long been awaiting my attention. Joe comes over to 
see me occasionally but I let him do most of the talking. being 
of the erratic nature he is, he may be expected to quote anybody at 
any time before anyone on any subject which, naturally, prevents 
the casual or the confidential observation which should normally 
characterise usual conversation. Constituted as he is, he 
perhaps doesn t sense the isolation he constantly manufactures for 
himself but does sometimes wonder why, I think, that he never ge s 
very close to any one. 

Mow wonderful it is to have a diverting dab of reading at 3uch 
times and just a such a volume came to hand in the jorm oj 
Emily Kimborough's "Fourty Plu3 and Fancy Free . It is my under¬ 
standing that the author is a CBS artist who has a TV show with 
Harry Marble and so on but I have never heard of same. The present 
volume has to do with a 5 week visit to aris, Italy and 
London, culminating in,the Coronation.* Her account of 
taking a Berlitz course at Rockerfeller Center prior to her 
departure is hilarious while her travelogue in Europe unites 
both charm and humor. 

Last night I even finished "The L and They Fought For by Dowdy 


had I had anything else to hand 
has read Freeman's books on the 
pretty much the same thing 
the Civil Var as often as I have, 
in going over the same ground 


or while 


which I should not have done, 
the book is excellent, if one 
same subjectthe Dowdy opus is 
and for one f who has re-fought 
there doesn ts eem much point 
n gain so often. v 

I ordered a few books from the latest Talking D ook 1 opics, 
including the Melborne biography It just occurs to me that 
somewhere I seem to have heard that within the last couple of 
years a biography has appeared, deooted to Eleanore of Guyenne, entioned 
so often in Mont St. Michel et Chartres., —the lady not the 
biography. I never did hear the author s name and have no idea 
the book is worth anything r not but surely such a personality 
presents a marvelous subject. Ve might keep it in mind 

as a suggestion for some subsequent Library of ^on^ress list. 

. 

What the politicians in Baton Rouge and Moscow are doing 
these days, I am not able to figure out but doing they are 
and eventually we shall probably find out. How hurly-burly 
things can grow and then, even more miraculously, disentangled.. 


if 


«i u 1 
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Memorandum : 


Monday, June 4th, 19 56. 

9'- \JbA4 A .uoiU 

• . ■ '.l 0 . , - 




. rr :.- 






his 


Our ideal weather continues, —3unny but somewhat on 
the cool side and'.the ozone setting the impulse to physical 
energy going at a great rate. I continue favoring my 
right elbow but iz s -wonderful what one can undertake 
with one active arm and two legs. 

\ • j: j • ■ c i-A •'.Ac 9I5-. TO'.. 4' i v> A i Au. 

Juanita and her motluer. Madam Anderson, arrived 
in the afternoon. It is always a pleasure to see 
They will r emain until Thursday or Friday before 
to Texas after taking Joe to Shrvport and 
Dakota. 

• * i 

I was particularly n erected in Mr. Morrow s account 
of things in Russia during the Staline regime, as revealed 
by the February speech qf the present Mr. Big in the land 
of the Soviets. It isn t clear to me how Russia is being 
run today but I assume it follows pretty closely the 
pattern of the times of S&aline with atyout one man making 
the decisions . If this be true w 
has basically changed much except in 
present complaint against the former 


them, 
returning 
bus to South 

. 4 ? r 


one 

I don’t see that 
details, 
dictator 


all 


i t 

The 

seems 


to be 


based on the fact that he was mentally sick, L suppose 
he was but at the same time the present Mr. Big might 
- supccmb to some such illness even as the gentleman uti o 
occupied the balshevic throne and what is more lamentable 
than Ssaline '8 illness is the fact that his successor 
'‘could just as readily suffer from the s~me malady and 
the Russians and the world would have no more ability 
to curb the (licta,tes of the patient than before. I 
j 7 i stjll quite in the dark as to why the present ruler or 
rulers of Russia should go to the trouble to s t forth 
so many adverse exhibits concerning Staline, for since 
Staline is dead, he can exert little influence on 
present day policies and the foundations of the Kremlin 
are accprdingly weakened by the cti ti-Staline tirade to 
no particular benefit to his former associates , now 
runnijyg. .the show. In short, it would seem as 
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though they are smashing a plaster image of a proletarian 

saint, the doing of which does no credit to themselves 

and even may weaken their own claims to the Staline 

crown, &ut I have no doubt they know what they are 

up to and if the Vest continues to be puzzled by their 

new line of endeavor, perhaps it should be charged off simply 

under the oft' quoted line : : 

"East is ast and Vest is Vestt 
And never the twain shall meet," 

• 

A book by David v onal, —a Columbia professor, I believe, 
came to hand. It iscalld "inside Lincoln's Cabinet", 
which makes it timely for one who has just finished 
"The Land Tbtey Fought *or," 

The title, while good as attracting attention, doesn't 
precisely reveal what the book is concerned with, which 
actually is f the Diary of Samuel Portland Cfuase, 

Ur, Lincoln s Secretary of the Treasury, Mr, Chase seems to 
h a ve been a capable, pompous, humorless man who entered 
the Lincolon cabinet wider the same illusion as Mr, 

Seward, tl^at he would pretty much run the Administration 
for Mr, Lincoln and it took a while, for Mr, Lincoln to 
correct this opinion in the minds of both his 
Secretary of S.taije and his Secretary of the Treasury, 

Mr, Lincoln didn \ seem to mind that his Secretary of 
the ‘treasury was dishing him to friends a d politici ans 
but after several offers on t he part of Mr, Chase to resign, 
Mr, Lincoln in 1864 surprised the Secretary by accepting 
his proffered withdrawal but then surprised everybody by 
naming Chase Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, —a chair 
Chase filled until his eath in 1875, The Diary itself isn't 
concerned with the personal or social elements that should 
make Washington diaries particularly interesting and 
can't hold a candle to such manuscripts by 
other Lincoln Cabinet members as, say, Gideon Wells which 
was perhaps one of the better of that period, 

I suppose Ora will be making it home one of these 
days. The last news 1 had was to -the effect that 
her operation was a success and that she is getting 
tilfI*™ n £t rally delighted. My radio 
Co*,?. 


Tuesday, June 5th, 1956, 


r if 
4 '5 A 1 it! 


HO O 


SC 0 A v i 

Mem r andum: 


Our lovely weather continues, sunny but cool. 


a caller this morning from the Welfare Department, 
to get information concerning the income of 
Hunter and departed an hour later, obviously 
delighted with all particulars secured and promising to 
contact me, in pursuance of my offer of cooperation, whenever 
Welfare matter concerning this district oame up. 


I had 
a l tempting 
Cleme ntine 


OtiA 

« v t ‘ 

•t i 


What the Welfare worker didn t know was the fact that 
after leaving the artist's house, heading toward the store, 
the artist had skipped across the cotton patch and given me 
a quick outline of the conversation in which she had just 
participated agid a second or two later, the clerk had telephoned 
me from the store, acquainting me with the i pending visit and 
what course he had taken, which was primarily that of 
referring the Welfare Department to me. 

One may assume, I think, that some of the artist s 
neighbors, probably jealous of $ her success, had reported 
she was doing a land office business in the selling of cook 
books, etc,, and since the Old Age Pension law requires 
oldsters to report other income than from their Pension check, 
so the amount may be deducted, the Department in normal 
pursuance of its duties is bound to investigate• 

v. ij. •’ • •« i - > 0 '• 1 • ‘ 1 ! «OLO 

While it is perfectly true that I have given the artist 
plenty of the cook books to be disposed of as she might 
s.ee fit, —30 many people go there to see her pictures that I 
.suppose she probably has realized v something from her book sales, 
but I pointed out to the Welfare representative that it is 
I who, hold the copyright to the book and that 
naturally costs of production, advertising and so on would 
have to be taken car.e. of .before either co-author could 
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Wednesday, June 6th, 19 56 


hope to realize any profit from, the venture. I further pointed 

out that while the recipes in the book were first rate, the point 

of the book was not to offer more data on culinary matters to 

a world already super-charged with such material but that 

the real point of the book was to suggest to the world 

that at one place in Louisiana, at least, white and colored 

people could cooperate in a fashion that might give 

the rest of the country an example of this brand of civilization 

as opposed to the outrageous doings in such places as 

Mississippi and Alabama. 

• ' 1 thought the artist made much 

iver series of plates which were on sale in 
Bon't you love that. I laughed and said I 


Memorandum 


Our lovely weather continues but I believe it 
i3 getting a bit warmer, following our week of deliciously 
cool Sigfitsud quiet characterized the local scene, what 
with plantation activities being centered in the hay fields 
off Little A .iver way and the hoe hands across the river. 

. • ^ 

1 had coffee with the ladies across the fence. Celeste 

having to swallow hers quickly as she had an appoint¬ 
ment in tom with Thelma Kyser concerning the October 
pilgrimage. Before leaving, she expressed herself as just 
too busy with so many things that she had no time for 
pilgrimage . T 3hall be curious to learn how things turned 
out at the conference. 

Joe and Junaita drove to Alexandria, starting before 
8 o'clock. While 1 was busy at gardening, Juanita's 
mama, Mrs. Anderson, passed my way. She asked me if L 
thought Joe wou^d ever build a house on Cane River. She 
said 3he couldn t imagine him giving up the income from 
R. E. A. which represents both an income and a type of 
job he seems to relish. She said she thought Juanita 
would go on teaching after her retirement time arrives 
next year as Juanita ha3 always liked to be active, 
even during vacations, and hap never known what to do when 
not engaged in te a ching. Wiljh such an impulse to 
activity on her part and Joe s unceasing nervous energy, it 
is a little difficult to imagine them suddenly settling 
in the country but % that, of course, is their bridge to 
cross and not mine. 


I was then asked if 
from the Cane **i 
Natchitoches. 

doubted if she made much on 3Uch transactions and the Welfare 
representative seemed amazed that the plates were mine, not 
the artist's. 

I suppose it will nver be possible to write a Law 
that as equal application to all the various and sundry 
circumstai ces over which it is spread. Of this I am quite certain, 
however, that so long as people like Madam Regard, upholstered 
and buttressed by all that flows to her, the artist, 
being dependent exclusively on her own industry for 
her livlihood, certainly deserves as generous a check a s 
Madam Regard and I shall forever do everything in my 
power to save the artist from being penalized for 
securing by her own industry whatever little extras she can 
round up over and beyond the mere token payment of the 
Old Age Pension check while people enjoying all the comforts 
of life are receiving a full check and no questions asked. 

Joe dined in town as Pat s guest at a Rotary or some such 
lunche.on, and that left Juanita and her mama to dine with i 

Eugene, John Henry Wenk and me and it was all very \ 

pleasant, during the afternoon there was a party a cross 
the fe.ice. As for J. H., he is in Baton M ouge meeting with 
one represntative each of the State's major- prodcuts, —J. M. 
speaking for cotton, Harry Chalkly for rice and 30 on. 

As I understand it, Rarry Chalkley stands high with the White House 
a nd 1 have no doubt the cotton, Stice, sugar, oil, sulphur, so It, 
etc figures of prominence willtake care to look after their 
respective lines of ende a vor . 
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He 


j . H. returned this afternoon from Hew Orleans 
where he said they had dined at Antoine s h st night, 
snid there was a long line waiting to get into the 
place and that some of the group had resorted to 
a subterfuge, probably used often in popular eating 
places, by going to a telephone and calling the restau- 
rant and asking for a t ble for some prominent people which 
was readily accorded. The group then returning t o 
Antoine's, were cordially received while those forming 
the line, —people arriving long before they had, continued to 
wait in line. He said he had seen H a rry Chalkley who had 
sent greetings. 


I read some more from the Chase Diary last night. 

It still makes me laugh every time I think of the Secretary 

of Treasury and later as Chief Justice, Mr. Chase was forever 

insisting that the negroes who had fought loyally for the 

Union cause, should be given the ballot. What a poor 

field hand knew about the Union is just about what 1 know n bout 

life on the satelites of Neptune and how loyalty could be 

attributed to me in relation to those unknown places and spaces 

is just about what the poor field hand, thrust into a uniform, knew 

about the Union. Samuel Portland Chase was certainly 

a superior man on the Washington scene of the I860 s and 

vet if he could implant; "loyalty into the person of a P oor » be ~ 

fuddled ex-field hand and the latter s relation to the Union, 

how muc more curious must have been the mental comprehension 

of lesser minds making up the political merry-go-round 

of the times. 

Carmen telephoned me this morning to say Goodbye 
is taking off on a two weeks vacation ot California. 

There were two or three telephone calls from her earlier 
in the week, asking me to give my approval of the use o£ 
a photograph of Melrose for the booklet the Chamber of 
is getting out. I recommended a picture of Oakland be 
used instead of Melrose. After all, Lucille 

Prudhomme is looking for tourists and Melrose has pulled down 
the bamboo curtain so the substitution ought to be impregnated 
with happiness all around. And besides, Oakland is pretty 
and the tourists will love it. 


L- 


she 


’ommerce 


, i v.. > i 1 ’. 


L. 0 


I liked the Ed. Murrow braodcast this evening, ending 
the California vicotry of Stevenson and quoting an ancient 


up with 
Homan 


that it’s a smart man who knoew what to do with victory, 
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Thursday, June 7th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 




Our summer weather continues, —in the 90's. 


Of course the thermometer slides down to about 70 at 
night and under ordinary circumstances, the early mornings 
would retain a measure of mildness. The unspent energy of 
one Joe Henry, however, has a way of injecting a heat waves 
in every quarter at an early hour- and this morning was no 
exce'ption. Before I caught sight of the morning sun today, 

I could hear Joe carpentering off somewhere in the gardens 
and he was over to see me before breakfast, bringing me an 
assortment of keys to locks which he had replaced on half a 
dozen buildings, having worked mightily to take off a flock 
of locks whose keys he had lo3t during the past year and delighted 
with an. excuse to employ his extra vigor by substituting new ones. 


By 8:30 he was back again to oil the electric fan and to 
say he was leading for Shreveport within a half hour in 
order to get a midnight bU3 for South Dakota, Juanita taking 
him to Shreveport and thence taking her mother back home 
to Conroe. I suppose the trip to Shreveport takes 2 or 3 hours 
and what he proposed doing in that place between 11 a.m. and 
midnight, only he could tell, after he had done it. One thing 
is certain, he would not be visiting his sister. 


At 9 o'clock when 1 went to the post office, 
the clerk said the travelers had already departed. But 
as he said so, they returned, Joe having left his bus ticket 
at the big house. *nd so there was a frantic search for that 
item, followed by a round of farewells and peace gradually 
settled over Melrose. 


I dropped by the house across the fence but found both ladies 
had already gone to town, —they are so busy these days, 
what with parties, weddings, etc., filling up each day's calendar. 




f 
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Last night I got around to look into the Meibom 
biography which Rosalind had recommended ayear or two back 
and of which we have spoken since then, The first chapter 
presents a panorama of the 18th century in England, as 
illustrated by the dominant political families of the period, — 
the majority o whom belonged to the Whig party which in large 
measure controled the destinies of the country during that 
period, It's a splendidly written chapter and although 
utterly unlike the treatment Maurois gave the same century on the 
French side of the channel in the first chapter of Lelia, 
it is equally entrancing, Further along, in the 2nd or 3 chapter, 
there is some space given to Georgianna, Ruches of Devonshire, 
whose portrait by Gainsborough has always somehow seemed to 
capture of '*he cultural spirit of the 18th century for England 
ju 3 t as Rigaud's portrait of Louis XIV seemed to do the 
same thing for 17th century. France, Melorne, the subject 
of the biogr phy, frequented the Devonshie establishment 
n nd eventually married a niece of the Duchess, The account of 
the niece 3pells out a personality so much in many respects 
that is identical with that of Sister that I had difficut'ly 
in keeping the latter out of my mind as I read a bout 
the former • Even as Mis3 Mitchell wrought in Gone With The Wind, . 
that a bility to create characters of one age that seemed perfectly 
familiar to those of us in another century, so Cecil in certain 
instances seemed equally gifted in offering for our consideration 
the portraits of people so much like those we know that his 
xitaxix cast of characters seem as familiar to us as though we 
were personally acquainted with them. 

The morning post brought the enclosure from Life which 
is the first 1 have had from that quarter touching on the 
subject mentioned therein. It appears thpt Henry Luce has 
sojne adjustments to make in his organization if it is to 
work as effeciently as it should 

. ' ' -V- 

At supper, 1 was somewhat surprised when J, H, said that 
Dan had wanted an appointment in Batpn Rouge to the Tax Commission 
but I understand the appointment ioent to somebody else. This is 
the first intimation I had had that Baton Rouge might be emerging 
as a dwelling place more pleapant than Datchitoches to 3 aid gentle 
I hold the thought that if BatonRouge doesn t come through 
with an appointment, Washington, D, C, might. 

And now for g, go at the mail andafter that another 
round with the English biography and tnence to rest,,,,. 


Friday, June 8th, 19 56 


Memorandum 


Mr, Eisenhower s health, of course, must be classified as 
top news of the day. 


I suppose a lot of people, recalling the announcement last 
September that the President had indgestion that turned out to be 
a heart attack, are today wondering if his present illness 
is as mild as the White House bulletins suggest,So often 
the present administration's news releases have not been handled 
adroitly, one may naturally be expected are being handled 
in the present instance, —this cannot but arise generally, 

The announcement that the President had gone over to the Walter Reid 

hospital fy ambulance was coupled by the statment that it 

was possible he might go t on to his Gettysburg farm on the 

morrow somehow just didn t jibe with the fact that his 

condition was such that hiswife t accompanied him to the hospital and 

ihat their son and the President s brother had been summoned • 

With six r seven hours intervening between the time at 2 a,m, 
when the doctor was summoned and the 9 or 10 o'clcok 
decision to remove the President to the hospital should have 
provided the White House staff sufficient time 4 I should have imagined, 
to cook up a proper news release but such didn t seem to be the case, 
and I shouldn t be at all surprised to learn on the morrow that 
the President will not be traveling to Pennsylvania within a few 
hours from the time he was taken to the hospital, 

A telephone call from that Marshall woman tonight indicates 
she is rocking along as usual, not finishing her Hastings House opus bu 
apparently doing everything but that. She mentioned that she and 
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At 3upper tonight, J. a . said he had seen 
Horace Rand in Alexandria the other day and he had said 
that Dr. Rand had had another poor spell and it mas 
generally believed thathe might or might nothave an 
even chance at recuperation, —nobody could tell, although 
it was evident that if he shald make it, he probahL y will 
never practice medecine again. 

Returning to the confusion about the Administration's 
news bulletins, 1 must say the White House alone doesn t 
seem to be lacking in ability to formulate a consistent 
policy and stick to it. The excitement caused by 
news releases concernina shipment of arms to the Arabs 
demonstrates the State department's ineptness in this field 
and in the Agriculture Department we have a fresh example 
of reversals, what with Secretary Benson saying a couple 
days ago that the soil bank money would not be used in 
cases of crop failure while this noon the announcement from 
the same Department says in substance that on second 
thought, the funds will, indeed, ba used for just such 
purposes. With all the use made by the Administration j 
of the Madison Avenue boys for propocganda purposes, it s 
curious such experts can t rig things up so that some line 
of endeavor can be established and maintained with a fair 
degree of consistency. 

■; v. • \ ; ' ‘ ' •: f 

I read some more from David Cecile's biography of Waite 
Lord Melborne. and contiune findinj it excellent. As 
the elder Lord Melborne did not die during the life time 
'of his daughter-in-law, the future Lord M elborne during 
his entire married life retained the famiiy name of Lamb 
pnd it was Lady Lamb whose outrageous conduct with Lord 
Byron and her scandalous books that ca sed such a scandal 
in the upper social circles. One book of verse she 
issued must h n ve made her husband wince, especially 
the poem beginning : 

ZZXilXZXZiXlXXXXIXZXIXXXlXlIIXXXIXXXXXX 

. . . t * 

* • ' I ; 1 * ' i . ; 

"It's true I love thee, William Lamb, 
a ut hate to hear thee say, 'God damn'". 

t • 

I. just notice that I seem to have a decided Denhome 


Sunday, June 10th, 1956. 


Memorandum i 




Our summer weather has rstunned, .sunny and.hot. But 
yesterday afternoon we had a fine cooling breeze and eventually 
a quarter of inch of rain which we could use to advantage. 
Hatchitoches got-a storm which they really didn't need, what 
with a house being unroofed, TV towers blown down and 
h a il suffidieiit to whiten the ground and tear up foliqge 
alike in gardens and cotton fields. I'm glad we didn t get 
that. 

' f 

This morning I had a telephone conversation with 
Ora. She returned home a day or so ago, she 3aid, and while 
she was saying .it, I was getting much satisfaction in 
noting that the operation had not altered her voice. One 
or two people I have known who have had 3uch adjustments 
had come through with such strange tonal results that I have 
failed to recognize them. She said she is feeling alright 
but that the lady doctor is keeping her inside for a while. 

She is hoping to get the .bays off to camp within a week or 
30 although one of them having run a nail through his foot 
m a y slow up their departure a little. 

She said that Ann is doing some work of a secretarial nature 
for the Legislature in spite of the fact that she is scheduled 
to have a baby in August. From what I have observed in 
othej' cases, the prospective grandparents before the 
advent of their, first grandchild, they are likely to be 
as concerned a bout the event as the prospective mother and 
I shouldn t be surprised if it might be the same in the 
present instance. 

$ Id 0 w Ti 1 o ^ M • Vi •* c *>^ W JL'-'fZ * £) £0 

J. H. Henry and J. H. Williams with s ots other R. E.A. 

.* • vl V-i Ki'J K4 ' .0 A0< £ Vi'L 
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people went to BatonNouge on R.E. A. business this noon, returning 

some time tonight, I believe. Celeste had expected to go 

but possibly feared she might not get back in time to 

head out for Alexandria in thq morning to attend the Norman 

Gunn wedding. She simply can t miss that and besides, she 

simply must hurry back to Melrose, following the reception, 

what with bridge or a shower or both to be attended in Natchitoches 

in the afternoon. "You just h a ve no ide a how busy I am these 

days.....etc....etc.....etc." 

■■\\‘ -j '• £• ISOOLT ~ a '/ 

Last night I finished the Melbourne bigraphy and found 
it excellent through to the very end. You may recall that 
Melbourne wa3 Prime Minister in 1827 when Victoria became 
Queeen and tthe pages devoted to Melbourne's love and 
guidance of the young girl who was having such a rough time 
with her mother at the time, is wonderfully touching. The 
author quotes at some length from Victoria s diaries of 
those days and they reveal so clearly how the young queeen 
adored her Prime Minister, and fu ther along, one .realizes how 
much the Minister adored his Sovereign. I had never thought 
^hout it before but on reading the quotations from the 
diarie of the Queeen, I find myself wondering if these 
were ever published. If properly annotated, I should think 
they would make a marvelous picture of the whole Victorian 
era although they would probably run through volumes and might 
require the 3taff of a W.P.A. to supply appropraite notes 
regarding the events and people appearing in the 
jottings as Victoria set them down. 

Today's radio reports from Washington that the President 
will have completely recovered from his operation within 
six weeks and will probably be in better physical c ondition 
than ever before. I recall some such observation, made at 
the time of his September heart atts.ck. I don't pretend 


Monday, June }£th, 2956 


Memorandum 


Now nice to find your elegant message in today's 
post.It was so pleasant to recall through he medium 
of your memo the very precious souvenir of our anniversary as 
of June 6th, each moment of which remains as vivid in 
my mind this year as all that have gone before. 

■ ■ • '* 

While the bamboo curtain is down at the moment, don't 
ever let yourself suppose that it will remain that way and 
besides, should you find yourself in the same place as mentioned 
in your memo, the house ^across the fence would always be 
prepared for a red carpet and Welcome mat. At the time 
one is engaged in contending with.the disordered mind o 
the youngest offspring in the male section, things 
appear a little rugged but such encounters aren't new and 
one simply has to hold to the thought that civilizatn 
will eventually triumph. 

UtH ■, \ ■ >’.J ',’!•••.«. ■ V,nit ..r, .V J 

I find myself so interested in everything you had to 
tell me. lour pen picture <^f j a unts into the country 
were all so e xquis ite and I m so glad you had the 
opportunity to make the trip to the jraduation. It must 
h n ve been such a pretty sight and somehow there i3 always 
something wonderfully moving about a gathering of young 
pcjople, when they are poised on the threshhold as between 
scholastic and post scholastic life. Now well that 
moment was named when styled "Commencement". 

As regards the gesture of appreciation made to you 
as regards a visit to the native heath of the parents , it 
all s.ounds so wonderful. The possible time seems to promise 
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such a hppay interlude during the midst of the winter 
obtaining at the time in your neighborhood. And then, 
too, I suppose there always might be the chance that 
other places along the way might, if the schedule worked 
advantageously, might be glimpsed and that would be 
marvelous, too. It will be so pleasant to have this 
possibility to contemplate for days ahead. 

And may I thank you, too, for giving me some 
notion of lex Hill, —a place of whose existence I 
had never before heard. It sounds so delightful and 
what made your ccount just perfect was the etails regarding 
the little feathered friends who passed that way just at the 
proper moment. I suppose the local humming birds are hoding 
off until the spraying $ the pecane trees has been completed. 

I thought I saw one late this afternoon, "hoovering" 
about a gourd blossom but on closer inspection, 1 noticed 
that the winged visitor seemed a little large for 
a humming bird and a moment later, 1 discovered it to 
be an over sized moth which, like the humming bird, seems 
to find the sunset hour most to its liking for meandering 
among the flowers. 

" •. 

Hut speaking of gourds reminds me that today t in 
making a round of some of the vines, I discovered a 
few d a bs of fruit on the vines, —some of the gourds 
h a ving already attained a length of a little over a foot. 

4s gourds usually att a in their full growth in Louisiana 
along in late September, it would seem as though the ones 
discovered today may at 1 ast out-do some of the surprising 
measurements o from 3 to 5 feet last season. 
a 4 y\ fr S'-Viro! &':•£ :$&'■ 'y\ • L - 

After I have tackled the mail tonight, I shall do 
a bit of reading and I am looking forward to this with 
infinite pleasure, for I should like to skip through some 
of the &arlier chapters on the Melbourne biograph which I 
shall relish twice as much on a second go at them, for 
there are some bookswhich are not unlike the second 
cup of coffee on a leisurely Sunday morning whose full flavor 
if most completely appeciated on the second go-round . 


Tuesday, June ISth, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

% . . • ' 

Our showery weather continues, sort of 90-ish 
up until 3 or 4 o'clock every afternoon when a d a b of rain 
descends, toning down the thermometer a bit and making 
it pleasant, around 70 degrees, for the balance of theday. 

The. enclosure from la Montespan, speaks for itself. 

Obviously, the individual she refers to as having turned 
out to be a false friend, is Dan's wife. I suppose it but 
quite natural a person like la Montespan should wabble or 
wobble a 6out from fact to falsehood so redily that not even she, 
let alone a reader of her epistles, could ever guess where 
her own truth and falsehood begins or le a ves off . I must 
say, however, that I think her implication that J. H. 
might be courting Dan's wife has no foundation whatsoever. 

Anybody who has had such a checkered career as la Montespan 

surprises me by remembering that whild night when 

she brought Dan's wife here but from this letter she obviously 

does. Oddly enough, however, it never seems to dawn on her 

that she was the one who did the bringing and therefore 

the one on whom the responsibitlity rest for that 

exceedingly unpleasant episode. 

— — V 

• • Along a bout 2 this afternoon, Carolyn with two ladies 
of Marshall, passed this way for an hour s visit, after which 
they headed on down th.e road for the Crescent City. Rebecca» 
one of the companions, is a teacher. According to some Texas law, 
one's salary is increased now and then either by pursuance of 


some course in summer school 


—and this seems to delight 


the teachers, if they can set forth a statement that they have 
traveled a thousdad miles to broaden theirknowledge of the world. 
And so Rebecca, by making a week's round trip to -‘ew Orleans from 


I 


_J 






\ 
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Marshall, will have chalked up her thousand miles and 

will thus be able to file a report on its braodening effects, — 

perhaps as a natural result of frequent visits to famous 

eating places, (smile), and so effect an increase in 

her annual salary. It really sounds like a good racket, 

doesn t it, 

Millspaugh's Drug had telephoned me earlier to say 
that Harmonson's Hoyal Street shop wanted some Hunter 
canvases, as reported to Dr. a Bat of Natchitoches to 
Millspaugh, following a recent visit the doctor had made 
to New Orleans. This provided me with an excellent opportunity 
to send along the picturesfor prompt delivery but I did not s end 
the Canvases the artist had supposedly painted, for d ames as 
I have not heard from him for a week and wasn t sure if he 
might be coming up here or not, I shall write Harmonson 
"toiiight, recommending he invest in some cook books to 
accompany the Hinter can ases, what with sales being off and 
Harmonson never having ordered the book. 

y » 

As the ladies departed southward, 1 turned b a ck 
to discover Father Lyons of Cioi.tierville wa a waiting 
for me. a e had brought a couple of youths from the 
Catholic University in Washington to make a round. He also 
had brought a bottle of fine wine and it was pleasant to 
taste it And tochata little. The youths told me that 
since Colonel McCormick's death, the Chicago Tribune 
continued along ita usual ultra Republican course, — 
damnation of Democratq and priase of vested interests. I 
had hoped the Colonel s death migght modify some of 
the more outrageous editorial policies of the Tribune 
but apparantly the ^olonel a spirit carries on, in 
spite of his physical withdrawal. 

I must knock off a letter of congratulation to 
those fok s at 630 St. Ann tonight. If memory serves, 
their first anniversary will come 'round on 
Friday of this week, —from °une 15 unto June 15th, — 
what an eon of time seems to have elapsed...... 
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Wednesday, June 15th, 1956. 


Memorandum: 

v 

Drizzley all day with a promise of the 
same sort of thing for tonight and tomorrow, what with 
some sort of a seasonal storm brewing a couple 
of hundred miles off New Orleans in the Gulf. It is 
odd how people tend to accept the end of summer 
storms w as a matter o course but somehow always seem a little 
surprised or puzzled at the beginning of summer 
squalls. 

c •• * c ' ' -f <, *, s - * C* o ! ' T .' . A 0 0 

Our ifLermomet^r which has been "hoovering" around the 
90'a of late, didn t get much above 70 all day and 
what with the humidity being at the saturation point, 
a vague sort of heat seemed pleasant from the direction of 
the fire place. 

* 

The enclosure from the Crescent City came at a time when 
I had about given up ever hearing from that quarter 
n gain, —the interim seemingly having been so much 
longer than usual. It's f riendly tone in 
my direction seems like old times but the somewhat 
casual reference to the absent member of the family seems 
vaguely detatched. — X seem to be spelling 
words so oddly tonight. 

c ■ '* • '; V tl • 

Surely no one can hope to penetrate the 
operations of another's household. I must say, however, 
that it does seem strange that with no demand for his 
presence in the Crescent City, the husband should 
not be visiting his wife in the hospital On Friday, 
the marriage will have lasted a year and in view o all 
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the ups and downs during the 
truly remarkable that it has 


twelth month, it seems 
survived as long as it has. 


Some of the pecane people were here today from Shreve port 
and Li 0 yd made the most of the opportunity to head back 
for home. John Henry claims he is leaving on 
the week end when the balance of the family comes down. 

I have no doubt both boys are bored with the country and 
although John cqme doun with a view to working here all 
summer, he didn t seem to want to concentrate on 
any of the jobs assigned to him. Being a Henry, he 
probably would like to boss. Period. And since there f 
are already ample numbers of bosses and because he doesn t 
want to devote his energies to regular work, it 
is obviously time that must seem endless from dawn until dusk. 

Tonight I am looking forward to dipping into 
a book written in the first decade of the century, — 

Arnold Bennett's "The Old Wives' Tale". We so often 
think of the practice of the arts being concentrated 
primarily on Music and Painting in the Fountainebleau 
neighborhood at the turn of the century that it seems 
remark a ble that this book should have been written in 
large measure at that place. Although the book has long 
been considered a classic, T have never read it and 
so, although novels are not my forte, I 
into this with curiosity. I -believe it 
of two English girls, — sisters, one of 
England, the other going to Paris to round 

i believe one 


Thursday, June 14th, 19 56. 




3 0* 


shall dipp 
is a s tory 
whom remains 
out the 

sister remains 


m 


major portion of her life 
in Englad, did I say, —the other goes and remains in France and 
is there during the war of 1870 during the siege of *aris. 

Having but recently wound up the Second Empire, this tale, 
so far is the time element is concerned, should be right 
in line. 

It was so nice being able to re-read your letter a gain today. 
I have been thinking so much a bout the parents of the new born 
'hild and the efforts awaiting the establishment of normalcy 
in that litti* being. Thank a eauen there are other members 
in the offspring department for they will provide a certain solace 
the days ahead for the parent and the little patient. And 
now to the mail and thence to the Bennett novel...... 


z . 

i 


l -'3T ft A-J _ 


?ud 


so, 

12 noon 


Memorandum : 

The hurricane sweeping in from the *ulf yesterday spilled 
most of its rain in Mississippi. I can't say that we 
in Louisiana remained dry but it was comparatively 
what with only 2 tenths of anp inch falling after 
while Jackson, Mississippi, for example, got 3 and 
95 one hundreds. Theaftermath of the storm left 
clouds in this area today but we got no rain. It 
was strikingly different in temperature as between 
the Dakotas and Louisiana yesterday when our thermometer 
"hoovered" around 70 all day while it shot up to 1 03 
up North in the Joe Henry country. 

• 

T was glad to hear from Ora again this afternoon. 

She wanted me to send a plate to some friends in 

Oregon and we chatted oh several literary points. She 

is reading the 1 *ountess Cassini ' s memories and 

seems to like • Tt is interesting that she made no mention 

of her own literary efforts. I did not bring up the 

topic, thinking it kinder not to drag that in if 

she doesn t feel so pressed a bout publication as she did 

while in the hospital. t 

I hoped she might be able to set me straight 
about the Bong-Fredericks feud, so miraculously patched up but 
3he said nobody in the "illiams circles seemed to be a £>2e to 
make heads or tails out of the business. 1 think 1 mentioned 
recently that after outrageous denunciations by Long, Fredericks 
turne d around and accepted a job from the *o ernor. 

' : :.«i ft .• ioi! . - 1 0 0? ■ - 

Rosalind called me last night whjle I was s till 
engaged in the mail. Tt was the first time I had heard from 
her in quite a long time. She seemed to be happy and somehow 
i ->? ,V * i „ JA 

u- rjj,. . j- ; sti. .. ftd j *'• ’■ ■ ■ ' 

ft: ml Ut- ob r< 4 a »\ - 1 v. ft A* r.. ', •* so* 


t 
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Friday, June 15th, 19 56. 


I got the impression through her merriment that she might 
have had an extra beer at supper. She said she had been so 
busy in the graveyard she hadn t done any reading. She 
said she wanted to do some research on l8th century painters, 
remarking in passing that she has some geneological connection 
with Sir Josuah Reynolds. 

I got into the Arnold Bennett book last night and 
found it a pleasant novel• I was glad to learn from 
the forward that he had written the first half of the book 
in Fontainebleau The chapters I read were given over exclusively 
to life in an English town but it was pleasant as 1 read 
the words to let the b a ckdrop of Fontainebleau meander through 
my miffde day's post brought a letter or two thatgive the 
pleasure such things inevitably do. MiS3 Myra, in 
referring to an article, has in mind the June Coronet, page 
102, which 1 have not seen as yet but which I am told 
carries an article about a primitive painter much after 
the manner of the local artist The library in town telephoned me 
concerning this item a while back but I shall not get round 
to examine it.until the copy Miss Myra is sending comes to 
hand. 

It goes without saying that all evening, since the Ed. Murrow 
news cast, my mind has been wandering up and down the metropolitan 
area, wondering how little Miss Lee is making it and if 
she is right now, perhaps, dining.in town, attending a movie 
or some such, as the subway gentlemen make up their 
minds if they will operate the system or not 
To me, such a strike is as unthinkable as that effecting the 
supply of electricity, water, etc., and it makes one's head buzz 
to think of the lamentable results arising from 3uch a 
failure of a public utility, and doubley so on what is 
described as the hottest day, as of June 14th, in the records 
of the city. I shall be so relieved when I learn that you 
h a ve weathered the difficulty and I'm holding the thought 
that normal travel operations may have been resumed before 
too many hardships devolved upon the innocent by-standers. 

Along a bout first dark .tonight, I attached a gardenia 
to the humming bird feeding bottle on the back gallery, just 
to see if the signal mi^ht get through to one of our feathered 
friends, should there be any about. Imagine my delight when 
two emerged from the gathering darkness and imme ately 
discovered the source of the strained honey in the bottle. 

Thus summer really seems to have arrived, belatedly, of course, but 
nevertheless definitely . 


Memorandum : 

, ' .. - i - V r, n • r - c\ ■ \ V- nr' 4 f ( I-'* ’ \ ' '•> f- 

The thing interesting me mos $ in the morning's news 
was the report that subway service had been re-established. 

While this is good news, it doesn t relieve my anxiety about 
things while the service wa3 not tn operation. I shall be 
30 glad to learn if little Miss Lee weathered the heat and the 
break down of travel. If there has to be any more of such 
strikes, let us hope they may come before business time so that 
people may be stranded at home and not miles from there. 

It was good to hear from Mrs. Stirling and to know that 
at long last she finally got her shop moved. I suppose it must have 
been a year or more that she has been waiting and I ca?i imagine 
with what glee she will approach the refurbishing of her new 
emporium. If she % just doesn t over da, in starting in, she 
will probably find endless pleasure in ,getting things rigged up again. 

.. \ \ ■. . . v j’i nr \ii\a • 

She sent me a clipping the other day abousome prints 
that were being r collected at the^abildo by Mr. Bridahan. The 
newspaper account of some of these rang more than one of memory s 
bells in recesses of my mind. I was especially struck by one 
which mentioned the royal family of Louis 117 and I am wondering 
if this can be that perfectly hilarious picture, —the original 
big-big in oSls housed somewhere at Versailles, which depicts 
the ladies and gentlemen standing a bout and seated in awfully 
classical poses, each garbed in a Greecian robe orRoman toga with 
Quatorize and le ‘Grand Dauphin supporting, —of all things, 
an astonishing type of head dre38, a real 17th century perrukue 
in its mot luxuriant curls, above said white togas • The 
effect was not only astonishing but somehow a little on the 
indelicate side. And the whole arrangement of the figures, so 
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Sunday, June 17th, 2956# 


curiously placed and garbbed as to suggest that the royal 
family had put on its night gowns in the middle of the afternoon 
and were sitting about in the garden with nothing to do and 
no reason for them finding themselves in such curious costumes 
and quite out of setting, The coloring of the picture was beautifully 
.executed, even as a Dahli is beautifully colored but the 
costumes and the situation so unexpected that every time I 
used to visit that section of the palace where it was housed, 1 invarial 
found myself in stitches as 2 approahced the particular salon where 
it was hung, If thi 3 print in the Bridahan collection is taken 
from that painting, it would certainly be worth a trip to 
Hew Orleans just to refresh my memory, 

I saw the ladies at coffee this morning and found their 
perrukes all pinned up, suggesting a recent trip to 
the beauty parlor and so I wasn t surprised to learn that they 
were taking off shortly after the coffee hour for some sort 
of a. frolic in Uansura or some such placq, They said they would be 
seeing me on Sunday, I suppose they don t mind summr 
heat any more while in the big road as the new Cadillac is air 
conditioned which accordingly makes the car of a temperature 
as cool as ikat in their air condition home, 

r \ . 

I find myself wondering about Kpy tonight, wondering where she 
is, wondering if the matrimonial business of last June 15th is 
again coming apart at the seams, wondering if she remembers that 
today is an anniversary, etc,, etc, I made it a point ~to 
speak of the date casually to James a few days back, hoping 
that he might make an appropriate gesture, * One of the more 
astonishing trick, of the memory in Kay's case came to light when 
she was at Old b onita where it developed that she had forgotten 
how it was she came to meet her husband, For me, I shall naturally 
never forget the difficulties I experienced in effecting that 
meeting and so, 1 suppose, I naturally assume she would recall 
it rather vividly. At the same time, however, I must 
confess I had to laugh in my beard when her forgetfulness on 
such a point was made manifest • Truly we do know some extraordinary 
people ,,,,,,, 





K 
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Memorandumi 

- ' ’■ . 'C • ' t . * * ' 

Cloudy and humid, with about half an inch of rain 
S a tu day and unrecordeable sprinkles today, , 

t 

The Saturday post brought the enclosures, It 
is always exhilerating to read Helen's letters, I 
find, and the clipping from Mrs, Stirling concerning 
the St, Francisville shots for "Burango" may be recalled 
later in the year,' should one chance to encounter the 
movier. 

Last night I finished Arnold Bennett's 
"Old Wives Tale, and I liked it in spite of the 
title which still strikes me as mighty inappropriate, 

And after 1 had finished the volume and recalled that 
Bennett had written it at at time, 1908, wehn 
the district whence he wrote, Fontainebleau, was not 
so popular as it has since become, I fell to 
recalling memories'of the place and suddenly 
I found myself laughing to myself as I recalled the 
statue of the huge brome bull dominating the main 
street of the town, the base of the huge monument bearing 
but two words: —Rosa Bonheur, So many people are 
acquainted with her famous painting o the "Horse Fair" 
at the Metropolitan that I suppose they may have 
foggotten she painted other domestic animals was well. 

And naturally, it is but a 3tep from the Bonheur 
bull to picturing in one's mind unlikely statues that 
might be erected to commemorate other people and 
before one knows it, one is fabricating the most outrageous 
animals for the most unlikely people. 

Of course, it is part and parcel of that most 


i J - j > 
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Monday, June 18th, 1956, 


dangerous of parlor games, which starts of by 

remarking upon the Charles Lebrun theory in 
human portraits, --that people are inclined to remind 
one of animals or birds and that in a cartoonish 
3 ort of way, these attributes may well creep into 
their painted likenesses, It goes without saying that 
is at yone is so shut sighted as to begin applying 
the theory to people present, a tempest cannot help 
breaking out within a matter of minutes, 

T} ie ladies touched home base again last night 
but were off agai n for some sort of a frolic in town 
this afternoon, I was enormously impressed at 
dinner when Cel ste in a disarming burst of confidence, 
when speaking of some of her friends remarked that 
as for herself, she really never felt the slightest 
envy of many of her friends who never miss parties or 
any type of social entertainment, I have long 
thought the most devastating concept of Hell would 
be, on leaving this life, to be forced to see a 
movie of our own lives from beginning to end, 

'surrounded by an audiencemade up of people who 
in life had as3trange concepts of the individual as 
'he has himself, 

I thought I might receive a note from St, Ann St reet 
or the Bluff in Saturday's post but even as in the 
case of the Rands, nothing comes to hand. Celeste was 
asking about the Rands today and if I had heard, I 
thought she might have given them a buzz when in 
Alexandria on Monday or Saturday but I reckon 3he v as too 
busy rushing to get bach home to get on to the next thing , 
And speaking of letters, - note the one from Bob en¬ 
closed, - isnt it interesting that neither Bob nor 
James have written about their meeting, in view 
of the preliminary sqade work I did to that end. Perhaps 
the two couples didn t "fell" although Kay remarked 
to some body, perhaps Carolyn, that visits to each others 
homes had been effected. Perhaps everybody supposes 
the other has mentioned it and that is that . 


Memorandum : 

Hot and humid but no rain in spite ofpromising 
clouds, 

I found the enclosure re-assuring as regards the re¬ 
establishment of the domestic pattern in time for the 
celebration of the first anniversary, When Carolyn passed 
this way last week, I made the most of the opportunity 
to secure her services in sending flowers on the 15th, She 
had forgotten the precise date of the wedding last summer but 
said she would like to participate in the gesture of a 
floral reminder. From the enclosure, one assumes the 
.reminder was well taken. 

And of course the enclosure suggests why there was a 
slight gap i,n correspondence from the Crescent c ity. Somehow 
it seems regrettable that if one could get as far as Jacksonville, 
one might have made it to Charleston but surely that 
is something which is exclusively the business of the 
husband and wife, The important thing, I expect, is 
the fact that the marruage achieved the first 365 days 
and perhaps, because of that, it may eventually 
solidify, I hope, I 3hall get off a letter tonight, r esponding 
to the inquiry about a visit up this way and shall suggest 
they come any time convenient to themselves, 

d • >j *• Z £ 'Vi c. ;V i •; S’ ~ v ‘. !i,: 

Thisafternoon J, U, and Celeste attended the funeral 
of the Pratt boy, age 15, who was drowned on Sunday afternoon, 

I may or may not have mentioned the Pratts who own several 
plantations on Cane Hiver about half way between 
Bermuda and Natchitoches, including the old St, Anne Prudhomme 
plantation. The Pratts are hill billies of one generation 
back and one generation, in spite of their imposing financial 
risehas not eliminated any of the hill billy ear marks, 

They had .but one son who went for a boat ride with his father 
on Sunday ofternoon. The boat st uck a submerged stump 
and pitched the boy out. The father dove repeatedlyto 
rescue the ch.ij.4. Aut could not locate him before he had drowned. 

It is the concensus of opinion, however, that while 

the lo38 of this only child is bound to be a terrific shock to 

the parents, the child is perhaps better off since ti<ere 

was some mentaldisorder that would have made it impossible for 
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for him ever to havebeen anything but a mental 
And when one contemplates the number of normal 
parents, it does seem as though the Pratts, in 
their affliction, might provide handsomely for 
of these. 


patient. 

children without 
memory of 
one or more 


An example of what can be done is demonstrated by a man and 
his wife it the college where the husband ha3 something to 
do about P. 0, t, C. They have three adopted children, 
all of them about 4 or 5 years old. They have two little girls 
and a little boy whom they adopted in Germany last year and 
are going back to Germany this summer to adopt another little 
boy. 

It is a coincidence that the Pratt boy and Madam teaufort 's 
boy were just about the same age and .just about as 
ill equppped mentally to c mbat with human existence•. flow 
the Pratts have the memory of their child for solace while 
leth has her son as a living problem and Time alone will 
tell which set of parents is the luckier, 

irom the flew Orleans Public -Library comes a copy of 
J a ™-e_8 Clifford s "The Young Sam Johnson , --which, after reading, 
will probably impell me to re-read Boswell s biography of the 
same gent, Sometime 1 must ponder on the reasons why Samuel 
Johnson has somehow always struck me as being so much more 
of a contempoary figure than many another of his 18th century 
contempoaries. I’m a little hazey on my dates but I am 
under the impression Johnson was I am under the impression 
Johnson was born about 1709, Louis IV about 1710 and 
Benjamin franklin within the same decade, I believe Louis IV 
died about 1175 and bo^th Johnson and franklin in the 1780's, 

It is true that both franklin and Johnson seem closer to 
our time than Louis It and perhaps Louis XV seems further back 
because he had to shoulder a whole century that went before 
himjjohile the other two gentlemen did not, I can t recall 
if franklin and Johnson ever met but I think not,"although 
bot were active in London at the same time, Dad they met, 

I suppose Johnson would have done all the talking and franklin 
all the listening and those present, I suspect, might 
have felt cheated in the long run,,,,,,. 
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Memorandum : 

.1 ■$ :■■■■■ :.'3sa : e. l ..-r '• ; . r 1 

Hot and humid with much rumbling of thunder all 
day. The afternoon, a midst much blue sky and 
dazzling sunshine, thremendous crashes of thunder, 
frequent and with astonishing intensity, reminded one 
of that phrase, - "bolt from the blue", 
bob o jc bbBB.Lc e 

Eventually, along about 5 o'clock, two tenths of 
a 11 inch of rain fell and everybody but Celeste probably found 
it quite pretty for in spite of a cloud just over¬ 
head, the sun, further along, shone right along without 
interruption, giving a delightful sheen to the rain drops 
n nd creating an unusually colorful rainbow. 


As for the plantation, itwas on a holiday, for 
today is that day of frolic of whom ka nobody 
knows anything os to its origin» But somehow it seems 
to provide an opportunity to make up for t such 
uncelebrated holidays such as Washington's and Lincoln's 
birthdays, Decoration Day, Labor Day and so on which 
invariably slip along without local citizizens remarking 
upon their existence. 

0‘ ; v .\( £«• \ j £ f ‘, cs V '.jJlAIQw v j 

The day s post brought a note from Carolyn in 
which she jotted down the addresses of several shops 
in Hew u rleans and Dallas which I had asked her to round up 
for me. She said Kay looks fragil and that she had seen 
her. but 15 minutes on friday but that she and James and the 
Segleaus were coming to Pirates Alley on Saturday night 
She s aidlrma Somperyac "illard while occupying the 
apartment a couple of months back, had indulged in 
idghteen dollars worth of long distance telephoning 
and that the telephone bill had not been forwarded to Marshall 


JL 

' •u"' 1U 
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Thursday, June 20th, 1956 


that the telephone had been disconnected and 
the number assigned to another subscriber so that the 
Ramsey stationary, so far as the telephone number is 
concerned, is regrettable, 

I may have mentioned last week that la Millspaugh 
had asked me, on behalf of Dr, Bath who had 
recently s poken with Harmonson of the **.oyal Street shop, 
that three primitives by Hunter were wanted and that if I 
would send them immediately, a check would be forth¬ 
coming by return mail, I sent them by the Marshall 
gals when they passed this way a week ago today but 
Carolyn in mentioning the transaction, says Harmonson 
explainedhe had merely wanted to see 3ome of the work 
a nd that it was his understanding these items could 
be bou ht for a couple of dollars apiece,. Something 
tells me he had better obtain his pictures directly 
from the artist for I am not supplying the a armonson shop 
with pictures from the Hunter brush at prices much 
less than they cost me, 

Carolyn recommended that 1 advise her by wire on 
Monday if I wanted the pictures left with Rarmonson or 
sent back. The wire was to relay the message so it would 
be delivered before she quitted the Crescent '"ity. 

As the envelope of the letter, however, bore the 
cancellation mark of Sunday, June 17th at 7:30 p.m,, 
it would 3 carcely have been likely that I would have 
it here before Tuesday and so 1 know not how the matter was 
handled but ± suppose L shall eventually learn. As 
Harmonson has purchased no cook books and wants the primitives 
for nothing, I think I shall not rush into trade 
relations with him in too great a hurry, 

he ause of the l,ure of the fish fry and swing out on 
this holidai, 1 didn t take time to transcribe the addresses 
but I know the armonson address and shall be able to 
knock off a line to him without visual a ssistance and writing 
that letter will be a pleasure, And so June 19th runs out. 

The white garden is bathed in wonderfully scintillating 


Memorandum : 

<• 

According to the HeatherBureau, Spring arrived at 
4:22 this morning and a pure summer's day resulted, —all 
sunshine and heat and no suggestion of rain, 

- Like every ody else, I was shocked at the news of the 
Venzuelan air tragedy off the Hew Jersey^coast, I am 
holding the thought that none of the people known by little 
Miss Lee should have been aboard, T shall be so releived 
to receive a re-assuring word on this point as I have heard 
no details regarding the identity of any of the people 
a board except a 12 and 15 year old brother and sister 
who were American concert-pianists. 


The coffee hour pased without coffee this morning 
as the ladies across the fence headed out after 
breakfast for Mansura or some such place south of 
Alexandria to attend a funeral, J,-H, remarked 
that never do they miss one of those events. But 
they must have speeded along at a pretty good clip for 
the clerk told me at supper that they a had returned 
in the afternoon in time for Celeste to breeze on to 
town to attend a party, HThat'q on the docket for 
tonight, I wouldn t know, Isn t it marvelous how 
fast the little squirrel travels in his revolving 
cage, 

l \ 5 * L ' - • • ’ « - ° ^ ' 

At the moment there is much table talk, newspaper and 
radio discussion of doings in Bazon Rouge, I 
suppose the metropolitan press isn't giving much 
attention to legislative matters in the Pelican State, 

The Governor, obviously not too concerned a bout 

separation of powers in the American system of 

Government, is spending his time, not in the Executive 

Department but rather in cracking the whip in the 

Legislature, Through sheer vindictiveness, he 

had a bill introduced to raise the taxi tax on race course 
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betting in Hew rleans with a view to tqxing that 
sport out of business beca se he doesn t like one of the 
operators of the t rack. *s this was the easiest 
bill to put trhough, he had it introduced first and, 
to his astonishment t it failed to get enough 
votes although he was present at the session, parading 
up and down the a isles and generaly behaving like a 
dictator. He was so astonished when the bill failed 
to receive enough votes, he exclaimed that there 
must be some mistake as he knew he had enough votes and 
demanded a new vote. Thiswas done but again he lacked 
4 votes to carry the measure. Then he denounced 
people who had not voted the way he wanted them to 
a nd insisted that a third vote be taken , —this on the 
morrow, and I suppose he will keep right on insisting on 
more voting until he wears down all opposition, . What 
a spectacle the State Government is presenting in this 
age of supposed democracy, 

Dr. Emmett Erwin seems to be getting his name in 
the papers these days. He has always been a political doctor 
and was a supporter of Hupey nong year back. Cousin Emmett 
is found by Celeste, or has in the past been found by 
Celeste to be a darling and 25 years ago he was her 
favorite physician. But both for the Hong machine and 
for Celeste, Cousin " mmett's latest activities must 
present some confusion for the u ongs have never disturbed the 
race question and Celeste is a good Catholic, so 
that the Protestant Cousin Emmett upset both 
apple carts this past week when, as head of the *hite 
Superiority group, he made a great racket in Hew 
Orleans, using his political influence to have the F.B.I, 
called in to investigate a Crescent u ity priest whom 
Cousin Emmett accuses of being a ^ommun^st, I spoke about 
this at supper and J. H. said he couldn t imagine for 
the life of him why Emmett should be messing around in 
such business, especially a3 financially and 
politically he is secure enough without stirring up 
such controversial matters. I'm wondering and must 
ask Celeste how she harmonises her ^enthusiasm for 
Cousin Emmett and his attack on a memberof her favorite 
religious group. It must all be very distressing. 

' \ - ::i •; ■■ ' 

Hot apeep out of Hew rleans. .1 hold the thought 
the anniversary celebration didn t put em out of kilter.,,. 


Thursday, June 21st, 19 56 


Memorandum 


Hot and humid but no rain. "But if it 
fails to rain today it probably ~ill tomorrow--— 
so bad on the cotton", as my nearest neighbor, radiating 
gloom, observed. 

'm,: \ \ ovr Slot’ t. 

The enclosures are of no particular interest 
although the one from Bam Friedman is on the gay 
side in view of notes usually penned by college youths. 

Sam is the only son of State Senator Friendman. 

He is a nice boy and when I heard on the radio that 
he had been honored by the Future Farmers of America, 

I dropped him a line of congratulation, being 
impelled to do so on two counts, —first, because I 
wanted to congratul te him and., secondly, because 
Beth Cloutier a while back took pains tp point 
out to Sam's mother that Sam might as well recognize 
that he w ould never get anywhere in college because his 
father is a Jew. 

But speaking of Madam Bjeaufort, she must be 
as busy as Hell today or will be for years ahead in 
view of an event that transpired in Baton Rouge 
yesterday. 

I got the news from Mitcltelf. Reams, Cra s 
former associate in the college library. Mitchell 
telephoned me tonight for a little chat, in 
the course of which he asked if I had heard that 
Opa's daughter had been in an automobile shake-up 
the other day and that yesterday she had given 
birth to a son. This news ought to provide 
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Friday, June 22nd, I956< 


Auntie Beaufort with ammunition for endless 
assaults in the years ahead for, if memory serves, 
it was sometime around Thanksgiving last year that 
AnnWill iams was married and this premature birth probably 
will constitute the best pyrc-technic display Auntie Beaufort 
has found hersself possessed of in ever so long and you 
may be quite sure she will,make the most of it. ^rankly, 

I am surprised bombs haven t already begun bursting 
in air but before qnother day has elapsed, the thundering 
will be audible, I m sure, and 1 shall passalong 
the initial reports as it becomes evident how the 
aunt will handle the news of the advent of her first 
great nephew. 

I finished Clifford's "Young Sam Johnson and found 
it among the more erudite things I have read of late. 

It comes to a close about 1748 when Dr, Johnson s 

life of poverty, at the age of 40, is about to turn 

the corner • This dictionary is about to bring him 

fame, his wife, 15 years his senior, is about to 

pass out and the year3 of security and public acclaim 

are about to begin, I have already asked the library 

to send me the Boswell biography for now, with the background 

supplied by the Clifford volume, 1 feel 1 can re-read 

the Boswell opus to much greater profit. When Johnson 

is about 40., the Scotish biogrpher is only about 8 

and so quite a few years will elapse before such a 

remarkable literary pair establish contact. 

To hand comes "Captains and Kings" by Edith 
Benam Helm and I think I am going to read this 
with interest. The book has a Forward by Mrs. Roosevelt, 

Perhaps you may have seen this book either in serial 

form in some magazine or in bound estate and so are already acquai 

with it. As White House social -secretary, the 

length of time devoted to that task by Mrs, Helm must 

be unique, —for she served during the Wilson Administration, 

accompanying the <*ilsons to Europe on their two trips, 

and then, after the Republican interlude, again was 

on the White House staff in the same position during 

the Roosevelt and Truman Administrations, Surely 

those were years when lots of things happened around the 

White House and I am eager -to learn all Mrs. Helm has 

to relate,,,,,, 


Memorandum : 

v VV 1 ■ ’ -' l • 

Hot-hot and withal humid, 

\ i. i ™ • O i * Vfc , - . i V) ,, * • J 

Summer has already issued in that quiet of noon day 
which so often tends to characterize deep summer in this neigh • 
borhcod when the birds apparently retire to the shade of 
the pecanes and even the ducks appear contented to 
explore tender grasses in the Iris Garden without bother¬ 
ing to quack a bout their food finds until toward sunset 
when they begin calling for their supper 

t - . nl , •' V* A ' \ 

I folded up about 10 last night but it was so 
warm and I was so interested in Mrs. Helm's "Captains and 
Kings" that I got up and read longer than usual and still 
got enough sleep so that I felt ready to begin stirring 
again by 5 o'clock this morning. 
c. • 

I was reading the chapter devoted to the 
doings in the u hite House during the M oosevelt Administration. 
Little or nothing was said regarding the children. 

They were mentioned by name but once or twice as being 
among those present at the dinner for the King 
and Queen of England or some such, —nothing more, and 
Harry Hopkins got but a line by referring to his 
occupancy of some room or other, perhaps the Lincoln 
bedroom. 

V'.i 'i **\‘ v, saoit'. s Co i.i o»' bJLuoAe 

Mr. Churchill got but a few lines, too, and 
a pparantly Mr3. Helm merely saw him and on one occasion 
said How do you do. She remarked, however, that 
Mr .Churchill made much longer visits to the White House 
than the world ever knew during the war and remarked 
at one time when the A oosevelt3 were not there, he was 
in residence for about a month. 

Quite a bit more space was given over to 
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Monday, June 85th, 19 56. 


Madam Chang and this account of the visit of the 
Generalissimo 's wife seems to co-incide with 
all other accounts to the effect that she and her 
party were somewhat less than considerate guests. 

* 

Mrs. Helm seemed very fond of Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. 
Roosevelt and Mrs. Truman and as I have read so little 
about the latter's tenantcy of the White House and Blair 
House, I found the references to it particularly 
informative. 

The letters from °ames constituted the day's 
mail. I gather 1 shall be having visitors along 
about Monday, I gather the Marshall ladies must have 
returned to home base, to fudge from James' account 
which isn't very precise. Be that as it may, I 
have only that to give any hint. I assume further, 
from what James writes that TV must be the latest 
enthusiasm onCarolyn's part, —a sensstion which 
not infrequently goes along wit visits to Hew Orleans, 
it would seem. I am hoping she has the widdom 
to finish the Hastings House book before picking up 
some new line of endeavor. 

And what James has to say about the Cabi'ldo and 
Delgado management gives one some notion of 
what may be expected now, what with "Long shadows 
over Louisiana". Isn't it a pity that people 
like Bridahan and Lansford who have so conclusively 
demonstrated their abilities to do so much for the State 
should h a ve to go into eclipse for the sake of 
3ome 3tupid, inconsequential political 
a ppointees. I suppose it will be something like the 
time Huey.appo inted Olive Long Cooper, his sister, ~ 
a home economics teacher, 03 head of the Art department 
at northwestern. 

I hold the thought that Lyme gets some of the same 
sunshine we are promised for the impending week end..... 


Memorandum : 

It is so nice to have last week end's Melrose 
mail which, according to the notation on the envelopes, 
first journeyed down to Melville before reaching 
the final destination here. 

r 

It is so good to know that the subway turmoil did 
notprevent you from making home base eventually and it's 
good to know that your neighbor, although having to 
employ another type of conveyance, private rather 
than the common carrier, eventually achieved the same 
desired result. 

I an looking forwa d with infinite impartience 
to the reading of the article about LaGrange and 

its tresors. Such discoveries are always thrilling _ 

witness the Caulincourt and Johnson papers, but 

I know ± am going to be double fascinated by the LaFayette 

letucrs and things. It was 30 kind o you to acquaint 

me with these particulars for it is only though you 

that such information which invariably means so much to me, 

comes to my attention. 

And may I congratulate you on having successfully 
tracked down the magazine carryin the article about 
Ihe Arctic Disaster t I gather the whole issue is quite intere 
and 'the fact that there are illustrations must make the 
publication doubly appealing. I think it would be os 
nice, if convenient to you, to send the publication directly 
to Madam Marco and then, after she has had a go at it, 
she can forward it to me and I shall write her accordingly. 

I reckon you have hear address but I shall repeat it regardles 

i s f \ \ L ’ i , i j r ' ^ 

Mrs. Charles Brandon, 

1467 /forth, Morningside Drive, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 


I 
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You inquired about the elbow. It cp pears to 
be as good as new although L continue wearing a bandage in 
compliance with the doctor js request although, except as 
a generator of heat, I can t think why it should be worn. 

TheRegisters arrived at 3 and thus delighted me 5^ arriving 
an hour late since la Mabry of Shreveport whom I hadn t seen in 
years suddenly dropped out of the skies at 2. But I made short 
work of her visit although I did show her brother from Philadelphia 
about a little. 

Celeste wanted the Registers for a drink and a drink we 
had before the Registers and I took off for twon where we 
did a bit of shoping and then went on to dinner at the town house 
and so back here around 8 :30 or 9 for a chat. I shall see 
them again on. the morrow and on Wednesday they will go to Briarwood 
and after that will probably return to the Crescent City. 


Tuesday, June 


B^th, 


19 56, 


I am 
but 1 did 
increased 
and that, 
Mr. Long 


somewhat behind in m'y news gathering efforts 
learn between jumps that the bills calling for 
taxes seem to be failing righr, along in B a ton Rouge 
of course, seems to be good news • They ay 
is in a less bo istrous mbod b\jt that is only 


a passing phase because his bills area t passing, I suppose, * 
and like the Kremlin boys, he probably will begin "busting out 
at some other seam almost any moment. 

The Legislature has passed two or three racial 
bills, trying to get a round the Supreme Court ruling 
but it seems obvious to me, . s I suppose to anyone, thj> 
none of these new laws which have been enacted may be expected 
to stand up constitutionally. To avoid laws against bringing 
children of the two races interruption, -wrong number 
on the telephone, — To $ef~a round legal blocks regarding 
the presence of white and colored pupils in the same schools, 
the Legislature passed a bill prohibiting a white person 
from teaching colore i children and colored teachers from 
teaching white children. Thu3, by appointing only white 
teachers to one school and colored only to anothe 3 chool, it would 
seem to hill billy types of mind that they might have 
solved a big problem in their lives. But‘it is so 
ridiculous to assume that such a law could stand up if 
contested that one can only recognize these legislative 
was gestures as 3howow boxing, to be enacted today with every 
certainty they will be throw out by the Courts on the morrow. 

Must fold now but shall keep on thinking about the Lafayette busine3i 
a nd Lyme...... 






Memorandum: 

How nice to find your letter in today's 
post and to have it tucked away in the armoir for 
leisurely perusal tomorrow morning • 

The enclosure, in the form of a post card, 
however, 1 hdd the Regist$rs read and I thought the 
presence of the former Cane River mulatto lady in 
Paris was interesting in its demonstration of her pride 
• in being of the land of her ancestors. Surely 
if, on her return trip, her boat pauses at some African 
port, she may not be expected to refer to that con¬ 
tinent equally as the land of her ancestors. 

, • 

The Robert Johnsons of Corvalis, Oregon, passed 
this way in the morning. There has been quite a 
bit of correspondence wit Mrs. Johnson during the past 
2 or 3 years and as she had made her initial visit 
to Melrose with a group of 6 or 8 people, I had 
supposed when she wrote after (jetting .back to the Vest 
Coast that she was one of the more mature members of 
the original visiting group .and was accordingly surprised 
to find her about half Ite age T had envisioned. 

I was glad that they had stopped at the artist's 
house and although they did not invest in a picture 
there, they found one in Miliepaugh's which they 
had wrapped up for them. 

The Registers arrived about 2: 30 or 3 and I 
took them to to have a look at the African House murals 
again which again they' liked. Ve went to town around 
3:30 to transact a dab of business at the Chamber of 
Commerce and at Hillspaugli's and then, in pursuance of 
a telephone call to Ora, passed by her house at 4;30 
for a little chat and some delicious ice tea. She 
seems to be looking quite well and was as gay as 
usual. I do hope the operation has at long last set 
her back on the road to physical per ection, 









From the Francois Mignon Papers, #11-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8043 


Dining in town, we returned here along a bout 
first dark and sat and chatted until after 10, 

Tomorrow the Registers go to Briarwood and then will 
head back to the Crescent City and I shall attempt 
to resume my accustomed ways, 

I heard a somewhat confusing story of a book 
transaction, or rather a near transaction which did not 
come off and it all sounds very puzzling, James 
saw Mr. Briadahan a while back and Mr. Bridahan showed 
James a huge room, either in the Cabildo or the Pontalba 
which’housed tons of books, including files of the 
Picatune back to 1870, not to mention marvelous 18th, 

19th and 20th century books, huge folio of ancient 
maps, etc. Mr. Bridahan told James that he had 
written to all the libraries about these and advertised 
their presence, stating that they would be given away 
to ’the taker in order that the room in which they 
were housed might be vacated for some other purpose. 

It seems incredible to me that nobody replied either 
to the letters to institutions or to the newspaper 
advertisements. And so Mr. Bridahan told James 
he could have anything he wanted from the co lection 
but that the selection had to be made promptly. Accordingly 
the Registers went over to the place, worked for hours 
skimming through the titles and making big stacks of 
books which they tied up and placed their name on so 
Mr. Bridahan could examine and make note of 
the irselections, after uftich they could be removed. *nd 
from then, —about a month ago, until now nothing more was 
heard ^out the books and although Mr. Bridahan was 
seen a couple of times, nothing could be brought forth 
regarding any aspect of the transaction. 

am wonderi-ng if all this strikes you as 
peculiar as it does me. I the first place, 1 cannot 
imagine that nobody should have responded to the letters 
itd advertisements, proffering these treasures, and 
it doesn t seem as though Mr. Bridahan would encourage 
the Registers to labor like slaves in going through the vast 
library to select what they wanted and to go to the 
trouble of listing the items, packaging the things, etc., 
if he had no intention of disposing of them. I simply 
can t figure the thing out at all and neither could fames. 

t 

And now I shall aw a it the morrow with impatience and 
delight in the prospect of a prolonged sitting with you 
through the medium of our letter m the armour...... 


« 7 / 8050 

Ay b • 


Wednesday, June 27th, 2956. 


Memorandum : 

It's so good to have your letter of yesterday's post 
for today's reading. 

r. 

,First off, let me express my great relief and thanks to 
you for thinking about setting me straight so promptly about 
the air disaster. How much we have for rejoicing and at 
the same time, howsympathetically my heart inclines for those 
who had loved ones aborad. *nd what a tragedy was avoided when 
one of the graduates did not join with her friends in taking 
that particular plane. 

A?jd thanks, too, for giving me a picture of 
the strange extra-marital doings but isn t it heartening to 
know that at least one point of the triangle seems to have 
sufficient sense not to object to the elder taking a silly biddie 
under his wing. One may gather that a double dividend is 
thus issued in his favor, —a possible financial one and at 
the same time affording him respite from a lady who cackles in 
a tongue w ich doesn t seem to be so easily identified. 

I must say that little Miss lee was lucky in getting 
the break in the theatrical entertainment and it goes 
without 3aying that I am delighted to be able to join in my 
congratulations. I shall be so glad to have a report on 
the performance which., I sfw.ll Be holding the thought, 
really turns out to be worth all the high prices to which 
the tickets, are being jockeyed. 

I should perhaps have explained before now that the reason 
two memos are going forward in this mail is because the 
v local postman, for no reason on earth, and after several days 
of running behind schedule, completed his rounds this morning 
a half hour earlier .than normally. I accordingly did not put 
the mail in the box but retained it in my pocket to be 
posted at the same time I drop thi3 in the mail tomorrow 
morning. 

I had coffee across the fence this morning and encountered 
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one of those unfathomable statements one is forever 
bumping into at this bend of the river, The ladies seemed to 
be in a hapy frame of mind but at the outset, Celeste said 
. . that at breakfast this morning, J, H,said he was certainly 

sorry I didn t invite the Registers to supper last night and 
to spend the night, —"it's so silly to sleep in town when 
there are perfectly comfortable beds here", 

■ 

Can you imagine that after the business of a 
month or so back, 

Tfiis noon when the clerk dropped by for a quick dab of port 
before dinner, he said that J. H. had remarked this morning 
that it was such a pity I hadij t invited the Registers to supper 
and to spend the night, - "it s so silly to go to town when 
there are perfectly comfortable beds here," 

/ Twice in the same morning, such identical sentences are 
bound to be confusing, you will admit, I'm sure, And I 
found them doubly so, coming as they did, slap on top of 
the conversation at supper and after supper last night, when 
the Registers tefided to put me into a pnaic by remarking 
that they weren t sure they preferred living in Hew Orleans and 
that they thought it might be nice to open an ^antigue shop in 
Jatchitoches and that I would be able to move to town 
where they had inquired about and discovered they could find a 
comfortable little house for me • It i 3 very nice 
to be thought of so kindly but i.t is genuinely alarming 
that they have to tRink about opening a shop in order 
to find something to take up Kay’s time. From something James 
. said when she was out of the room, 2 gathe he feels much of 

her present indispositio:: is based on the fact that she hasn't 
anything demanding her attention . He observed she might like 
trav ling a round the country looking for antiques, etc,, etc, 
ffhat gift3 ay has for knowing values in furniture, especially th 
relation between cost, expense x>f having same put in order, 
retailing them, etc,, etc,, nobody knows. It seems to be 
part and parcel of that equally surprising statement of a while 
back that she mi,ght take up writing, I can readily see I shall h 
to be writing some mighty convincing letters forthwith, getting 
this latest whim3ey into some other channel Instinctively 
my mind turns toward Mont St, Michel et Chartres, thinking 
how wonderful it would be if one had the time and 
money to devote a whole existence to such matters and I can only 
shake my head . in amazement, 

But then 1 turn to the letter from Lyme and somehow the 
world seems to get b^ck into balance again and I can but marvel 
at the joy one may experience becasue of a singie steadfast heart 


Thursday, °une 28th, 2956. 



V 






Memorandum: 

Yesterday was hotter than any day last year but 
a two inch rain during the night cooled things 
off considerably and today the thermometer only got up 
to 88, followed by an early evening rain of a half inch, 
With this combination of heat and humidity, things are 
growing wonderfully and today and tomorrow I suppose I may 
expect the cotton fields, too soggy for hoeing, to 
give up its field hands and converted into gardeners,—- 
a transformation that inevitably carries a shudder 
with it since field hands aren t supposed to know the 
difference between a plant and~a weed and everything 
coming to the field hand's hoe, —to mix the metaphor 
inclines to be grist to his mill » 5 


Xu excellent case in point might be cited from 
this morning's admonition at dawning when I admonished 
one of the workers not to attack the gourd vines on 
the assumption they were grape vines or some such. He 
qissured me he would give attention to the matter 
and, by w a y of re-assuring me, declared that if in 
error any of the gourd vines were hoed up, they would 
be set back into place again forthwith, It 
shouldn't be too difficult to estimate about how many 
pumpkins, gourds, etc,, might be expected to result from 
avine in full maturity which has been dug up and then 
re-set, but it's always nice to know that there is nothing 
but a wish to cooperate on the part of 1 the would be 
helpersv.es -^inton who used to Joe County Agent in 
this Parish but now lives inRuston, lost his 19 year old 
son in an automobile accident yesterday, according to 
the radio. x he Hinton boy and a friend had gone on a bicycle 
trip along the Gulf Coast,, doing their resting during the day 




\ 
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a nd traveling by night when it was cool and there 

was less traffic, With the bicycle bearing head and tail lights 

the boy was somewhere in the Mobile area, I believe, when 

at 3 o'clock in the morning, the car driven by some military 

person, struck -fhe rider, hurling him 93 yards to his 

deatn . I haven t seen the Hintons in years but I m 

bound to send them a little note forthwith, 

In the literary section, the Library sent me a book 
entitled the Dinner Party by *rechen Finnletter, or some 
such name, an<T I was delighted to skim through it. Every 
one of its few pages, for the book is short, has hujjor 
andthe author's lightness of touch a dds zest to the 
literary faire, usually of slightly heavier nature, which 
I usually find myself contending with these days, 

With all the talk in Congress about how many million 
people one good go at atomic warfare might kill, I 
find an interesting parallel in the insect world follwoing 
the spraying of the pecanes in this area. The liqurid 
employed seems to have the appearance of water and, is 
without any effect in the department of sight or smell but 
is utterly devastating to all sorts of flies, 
roaches ,* mosquitoes, bees and so on and in spite of the fact 
that it is used only on pecane trees, it obviously 
must drift through the etner for hundreds of feet, 
perhaps hundreds of yards from any point to which it is 
applied since all bees have vanished during the past 
month from the gardens and houses in this region, ^ust 
what re-adjustments may be expected from this elimination 
of insect life is too early to determine but one thing 
. is certain, the major portion of our feathered friends 
must have moved to other regions where the insects, as 
source of food supply, haven t been effected. Cnee in a great 
while, I see a humming bird but swallows depn rted almost 
before they arrived and the numbers of blue jays, cardinals 
net the like are remarkably few in number, and I suppose 
this is why Lriarwood is ha ing orioles this year and 
we are not. Usually it akes insects but a few months to 
develope an immunity to insectisides so perhaps the boll weevil 
w.ill be back on the job before the summer lias run out but 
that will be something for the air plane dustetiny section 
to ponder about., — After tonight s mail has been 
taken care of, ±, m going to begin re-reading Du Cote ce 
Chez Swann b way of a change . 


Friday, June 29th, 19 56. 


Memorandum: 

r. \ ... . ^ 

t r* \ ~ • •, r' x 11 •. • 

Hot and humid and cloudy but* no rain since last 
evening, 

I gather the ducks like to. be out in the rain 
since I had no luck in my efforts to persuade them it 
was time to go to bed at the accustomed hour last night, 

I called to them and they answered and came close 

enough to observe the dish of cracked corn I was holding for 

them. Hut in spite of their greed for such fare, they 

couldn t resist being playful about going, to bed and 

kept moving in the direction of the bamboo every 

time L would approach them, For a duck, such a game 

in a shower of rain may be fun but. as I lacked the 

appropriate covering clothing them, 1 finally made it 

clear to them that I wasn t going to force any supper down them 

if they didn t want any and that if they preferred the out 

of doors to the nice dry house awaiting them, I didn't 

mind and so left them to shift for themselves which 

they did and L found them all safe and sound in their 

abode this morning, —and so hungry H thought they would 

eat the dish as well as the corn it held, 

iVith, so much electric ty in the air during the past 
few nigh s, radio reception has been exceedingly poor and 
what with the early part of the week being taken 
up with guests, my check on the news has been ske&tiy 
to say the least, 1 was glad that I heard Mr, Murrow tonight, 
however, although his announcement at the end of the program 
that he would be vacationing for the next several weeks 
presented the same sort of regret, or something closely 
a kin to the sensation wlich one experiences when reaching 
the end of a book which one has particularly relished . 
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P.S. 

There s a picture 0 / May Gunn in tis week's 
enterprise. x mention it, having often s poke of 
tier in times before 


8056 


I read a few pages of Swann s Vfau. last night, 
only to find confirmed in my m ind just what I had supposed, 
that I find it just as entertaining as ever and 
that I never fail to discover points which I had tended to 
slide over or ingore in previous sittings. 

A cas in point occurs in the opening pages during that famous 
prolonged effort at getting little Marcel to bed . In 
all the talk that goes on, his great aunt makes some 
observation about Swa n's wife having scandalous relations 
with Mr. Chralu. As nothing has been said about this 
gentleman , ( p to that point in the book and as one 
haS heard only about M Swann and little or nothing 
concerning Odette, the’full force of how ridiculous is 
the ancient aunt's observation cannot possibly be realised 
by the reader at this stage of the reading # Only ajter 
chapters, perhaps books in the novel have been digested, would 
it be possible for one to grasp how cock-eyed is the 
olservation and, as most people read a book but once, I 
.suppose, the point in question would never be recalled 
a nd so the whole thing missed unless one should undertake 
a second reading of the work. I suppose it is just such 
little nuances, -—not vital in themselves but wonderfully 
delicious in re-discovering, th,at tend to make the re¬ 
reading of the work so pleasure a ble as one finds delight in 
glancing over a new edition of a picture book which one has 
turned through before with the illustrations in black and 
white, only to discover that in the re-issuing of the work, 
the pictures now begin to appear in full color and 
somehow the whole value seems altered and entyhanced in value• 

The artist appeared on my gallery early this morning 
to ask if my telephone was out of whack. 1 investigated 
and discovered it was. The artist said hers was too. 

As Cee ste is on the same wire, she had disc overed that hers 
was out and had reported the difficulty early this morning. 

Mine continues dead tonight and so I have had no contact 
with the outside world today. 

Tike ladies went to a fashionable wedding in town yesterday. 
There was a long tale on and old, old ttieme concerning 
Madam Beaufort who was present and made successful efforts 
to make people unhappy.. L ater she complained she had been 
offered no champagne but Bee a ertsog remarked : But, Beth, 
youand I were chatting together when you downed a double dip of 
the sparkling stuff..." And so the week end approaches and 
may it have had elements of rest and relaxation at Lyme...... 


Sunday, July 1st, 19 56, 


Memorandum : 

1 know not why and yet I found myself ‘ almost 
taken a-back as I wrote the date line, Purely 
I had not been unmindful of the fact that 
June was fast running out but nevertheless to 
find 1956 already half gone somehow gave me a 
jolt. 

The important item in Saturday's post was 
the current issue of Life. Mow exceedingly 
pleasant to have the Lafayette papers, as covered 
by yaur recent clipping, so quickly followed by 
Life's 10 or 12 page3 of pictures a?id article con¬ 
cerning the Adams papers. I haven t read the a rticle 
as yet but it goes without saying that I am 
looking forward with eagerness to doing so. I 
suppose there are few families which can boast of 
such a succession of distinguished representatives, 
generation after generation, such as John Adams, 

John W uincey Adams, Charles Francis Adams, Henry 
Adam 3 and all the rest. And I suppose it unlikely 
two succeeding generations ever set down so many 
papers and diaries as did John and John Quincey 
Adams. It is so thrilling to know that these papers 
are eventually going to find their way into print so 
that students of the future may readily consult 
the treasures of this store house with the maximum 
of ease. And how wonderful that both the 
Adams and Jefferson papers should find their way into 
print within t he same generation and how pleased 
might m both Mr. A. and Mr. J. have been over this, — 
especially Mr. Jefferson, I think. And through it 
all, how remarkable the coinciedence that John Adams 
in Massachusettes . and Thomas Jefferson in Virginia shouh 
both have gone on to their reward on the same 4th of 
auly, 1826.. 

And mention of the arrival of this copy of Life make 














\ 





From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #M~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



8057 



8058 





it evident that the subscription has never ended although 
not one peep out of ^ife bas come to hand regarding its 
renewal. Surely Hr, Luce ought to rig up his office 
operations a little better, don t you think, 

I chanced to be by the front gate when J . H, and 
the clerk came for supper on Saturday night and in glancing 
bout the garden, J, H, made a couple of remarks, so 
unlike him, that 1 am still wondering what prompted such 
fatuous obers satio ns, —so unlike him. He said: 

*The gardens are looking so pretty . you 

know they would have disappeared years ago except for just 
one person, —yourself 

iY i. » 

!fliis remark is tossed in for no reason at all except that 
I feel you like to keep abreast with such remarks even 
though you, like me, see little or no reason for them, 

Ora, telephoned me this morning to ask if she 
might come down at 8 o'clock on Tuesday morning for a 
literary session. She might. She said she had heard from 
this morning. The baby's other g randmother is 
visiting .in Eaton Houge and spoiling the newborn mightily. 

Ora said she is hoping Ann and the little one will come up to 
spend a few weeks with her forthwith. Ora also remarked that 
she had been somewhat amazed at Kay s poor coloring when 
we were there the other day, 

I must write to thcHegisters tonight alt ough I 
shall undertake th.e task without enthusiasm for 1 am foolish 
enough to have the notion that I could restore K a y's health 
in large measure, were I to devote myself to the task 24 hours 
of the day for a period of months or years. But that 
assumption is ba3ed on the absence of the two most important 
people in her life which makes the mere statement of 
such a thing ridiculous, T think much good would 
come from a resumption of civilized relations as between 
the husband and the aunt but that seems to be almost 
impossible as an idea to sell to the husband but I 
am going to continue trying,Grown up children, like little 
£>nes, however, must find their own way, —I must remember, - id 
how much I should like to be a.ble to smooth away the obstacles 
from their paths, 

1 ■ a * %V* rt T I»0 5 v < *' i'T OQ | 

4?id so begins July*, holding lots of happiness 
for in and about Lyme, I'm a-hopin',,,,,,,,, 

•t-ti) V ' 1 ton* 


Monday, July 2nd, 1956. 


Memorandum : 

* fr w*tro a U9 r/tr:r 

“I Tr TjJlTfrf.Tuil hand Uting 

1,0 U1M “arnUleT j u ° t certain 

noTfrZ’la faccarUi sine, she would never deign to set foot 
on Africa, proud as she is,of Mr. European but not her 
Dark Continent ancestors, 

A' letter from the Crescent City, which I must retai n for 
dav or so, --it has so many points requesting particulars 
regarding the status of the book that I shall have to go 
+hrnunh it again, - but does refer to the Dragon as 
having written she hasn't any intention of ever 

him Orleans belle. This must be in pursuance of her 
niece's idea „bout h a ving her purchase a house adjoining 

one the latter might buy 

• 

Th„re was a note from Uorth Hollywood, too, but 
I slJTZve to hZe aLther go at it. although I gather 
from" the initial skimming through of tfye thing, it 
contains little or no primary news. 

Our weather is getting into its full s'xmfer strid, 
and today has again be hot-hot and without ro>». »»* tven 
rinuds They say the, cotton is growing too j^st, 

a '" 1 Tele's te had a letter from J <‘Uhita l nritten from 
Conroe, Texas and we all had supposed she had left for 
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South Dakota the last week in June. She reports a 
telephone conversation with Joe in which he advised her not 
to head out too soon as there might be a chance within the 
next couple of weeks that he might be successful in 
getting a transfer from his Rapid City headquarters to 
the Southern area, based on Atlanta. This no doubt would 
delight Joe and particularly so as lumber for his Cane River 
house is already being cut and stacked against next winter's 
building operations. 

If he gets a transfer to some &ulf State area, — 
the district usually includes three States, I have a feeling 
he might retain his R. E. A, affiliation but 
Celeste says she thinks he is -going to retire. My 
only response to that, was: Mow is that possible, —and 
to myself I inquired as to how and if ever a Whirling 
Dervish ever retires. 

Somehow Celeste gives me the impression she is not 
at all enchanted at the prospect either of Joe retiring or 
of Juanita making her residence on.Cane iver. I'm not uite 
sure jU3t why she does?: t welcome the prospect of 
h a ving Juanita as a neighbor, she ha3 always seemed so fond 
of her. Perhaps■ the thought of two Mrs. Menrys at the same 
address doesn n t altogether entrance her, —but that is 
merely a guess that is trotted out because I can think of 
no other reason. 

» 

Mrs. 0. P. Dimick of Tulsa came to see me this afternoon. 
She had once thought of marrying Joe, I am told, but 
her parents put their foot down on that and ins cad, she 
got herself an Oklahoma oil man. Even as Joe, so her husband 
has had glaucoma and his eye removed. As that affliction seems 
Comparatively unusual > it is interesting that it should have 
visi ed itself upon both her first and last love. 


‘f 


ht, 
t' 8 


A cross breeze drifts through the house toni< 
heavily laden with the perfume of honeysuckle. 
fragrance is marvelous and telepathetcially, I blow a breath of 
it iin the direction of Lyme...... 


Tuesday, July 3rd, 19 56. 


/ 


Memorandum : 

I forgot to mention in last night's memo what 
you probably already realized, to wit, that there will 
be no out going mail on the 4th and so this memo 
along with tomorrow's, will reach you by the same 
post. , 

Ora arrived on schedule this morning and 
we had a chance to caht a little before 1 toik the 
mail to the post office, leaving her across the fence 
where I joined the ladies for coffee a few minutes 
later. We returned here immediately j. fterwards and 
ran through her article with a view to checking a 
few phrases before sending it along to Hew York. 

We did;i t have much opportunity for general 
conversation but we did go into one or two things which 
were of mutual news interest, stemming from £aton Rouge 
where tvday the Legislature began action on a bill 
that would make it against the law for a person of one race 
to te a 'h children of another r$ce. It must be 
perfectly obvious to everyone that such a law wouldbb 
thrown out of the the window by a » y superior court but 
the hill billies will, in the mean time, have the 
satisfaction of making ridiculous noises and creating as 
much facial -animosity as possible. 

• 

I suppose there must have been several reasons for 
0r a to incline her toward joining the Catholic Church 
and today she mentioned that the stupidity of 
the local Protestant churches in racial matters was 
one of the r easons impelling her to aff iliate herself 
with a religious organization that is leading the 
way in matters of common sense and policy in regard 
to racial matters. 

iStoe mentioned tha't some t Protestant church, I believe in 
either Rustan or Minde'rij'L’a'., a 12 of whose communicants were 
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white who had given the job of janitor of their church 

to a man of color, a man of education who formerly 

had been a minister of a colored church, He had 

after acceptingthe job, asked the wite minister if he 

might sit in the back row of the church in order that he 

might hear his sermons but the members of the church 

m n de such a racket about the pr sence of a person of color 

in the place while a service was being held that he 

had to be denied the right to listen to the word of God but 

was permitted to do the janitor work. That is what t.ose 

hill billies style Religion, T suppose, 

I wab delighted no end today when Dr. Rand telephoned me 
to ask me to do something about his camp in behalf of some of 
his friends who were visiting the place on the morrow. Dr, 

Rand was calling from his office and said he ha3 resumed his 
practice which naturally delights my soul. Re s aid he and 
Blythe would be getting up this way one day next week and 
if King Rand, Jr,, who is down from New York can make 
it while here, he wants to run up to say Rowdy, Re is still 
with Western Union, I believe. 

Tonight about 8 o'clock, Irma Somperyac Willard 
telephoned me from town. She is just b a ck from 
Los Angeles where she talked with Farley over the phone 
for five minutes, and from California she went on to 
Santa Fe and from there on to Mexico, Sue had much 
to tell me a bout doings in all the places she visited 
a'nd we were over an .hour on the wire, I always enjoy what she 
h a s to say but she does suc\} a tremendous amount of 
rambling that when, at long last, we terminate our 
connection, I feel as though I had been all over "God's half 
acre " and back again. 

Today's in-coming post was fairly he a vy, not so much 
in pieces of mail but in length of each epistle, including, 

I notice, one from Monck's Corner, —and n‘er a 
secretary ever showed up. But I shall get to attend 
to some of this, including Farley and Irma's letter 
of yesterday, within a day or so, a»d letters from Aunt "illie 
are usually so go when and if they ever do put in an appearance 
that I am looking forward to reading her3 with especial 
enthusiasm. 

As Fourth of July weather should be, it will be hot and 
humid on the morrow,, even as it was all day today and still 
is tonight, I'm hoping , indoors or out, the atmosphere 
m a y be ideal at Lyme . 
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Wednesday, July 4t , 2956• 
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• Memorandum : 

This is the first 4th of July I can 
remember on Cane River that the plantation celebrated 
by taking the day off. 

Of course if one simply has to hear fire crackers 
to give the 4th an authentic bang, one, finding him¬ 
self in this neighborhood, must wait until 
Cliris mas, to catch a sound of such racket. 

Lots of the colored folks went fishing and 
tonight are swinging out at the neighboring 
honkey-tonks, As for the white folks, they 
seemed to put fishing high on their agenda for 
the day and I saw many a car, fish polls sticking 
out the back, flying up and down the roads. 

The Mayor and his wife gave their annual 
outing at their camp, opposite Magn'lia, on the 
West bank of Cane River, I believe J, R», 

Celeste and the Wenk boy assisted. Apparently J, R, 
thought 1 was going, too, as he had told the cook 
that as neither the clerk not the Renrys nor I would be 
here, there was no need for her to r eturn to 
prepare supper. 

But I did remain at home and formy supper 
• h a d one of my favorite repasts, —bread and milk, 
a nd loved it bolt for itself and for the peace 
obtaining all around. 

This morning, a little before 7 o'clock, 

I hopped across th'e cotton patch and, picking up 


wA a - 

•• ‘i 
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Thursday, July 5th, 1956, 


the artist, mosey dL ong over to the Band camp 
which we proceeded to put in order, 1 was 
surprised at the number of white fisher folk passing 
along that way with a view to casting their lines 
from the little Band dock. The a rtist and 1 had 
given things a lick and a promise before 9 and 
I was back home when the Band friends came for the 
key, Jt chanced that Miss v unbar, Dr, Band's 
secretary, came for the key and volonteered the 
information that she was taking good care of 
the Dunbar family trees which she had borrow from 
me perhaps 10 or 12 years ago • 1 couldn t 

help laughiilg when she brought up the matter, 

I 

As forthe enclosures, they aren t of much 
'■interest but I enclose them regardle§s. The 
one bearing the earliest date, perhaps the 29th, touches 
upon theBluff business, as mentioned in my memo 
of yesterday or the day before, 1 am 
going to respond to this by stating that I 
feel very strongly a gesture of good will on his 
part is definitely in order, I know not how 
he willtake it and can only hope he will not be 
too r esentful. ± t is true that in one way, it 
does seem as though D might be charged with butting 
inio something that is none of my business and yet, 
on the other hand, it must be admitted that as 
the initial sponsor in that triangle, 1 might well 
be entitled and expected to feel related to al 1 parties 
*concerned and hopeful that none of the three 
occupants of the boat may rock it too 
recklessly, 

I thought of the Mott haven submay stop 
today for the first; time in 20 yeas when Mrs. nood 
telephoned me from town and employed the word, bun" 
in a fashion which, for some reason, I had never 
imagine before, alt ough I cannot think why, 

Mrs. Hood is very Kansas born and bred and every once 
in a while, h'oping to display cultural flares, tosses 
of a word of French derivation, and quite seriously, 
that is killing^ Today, utterly sincere and 
with no intention of being humorous, she 
remarked that somebody had related something to 
her that automatically impelled her 
to bounce back with a bun mott and I was so 
astonished it took me at least a second to catch 
her intent at "bon mot . 


:&;,r sj 


Memorandum : 

..-i *'• 

Each day the thermomete 
because of the recent rains, 
the heat, seems to climb abo 

Today's mail ms fairly 
couple of letters which I th 
The one from la Storm is cha 
and presents a glimpse of do 
a s pleasant asare the pen pi 
sets forth although it does 
quite a while for such delac 


r creeps one degree higher and 
vegetation, thanks to the damp 
ut one foot a day, 

. '■ 

heavy cm I shall enclose a 
ink you will find entertaining, 
racteristically well tossed off 
ings on the Cooper that is 
ctures the lady always 
seem as though one has to wait 
ies. 


It is interesting that there is no mention of James, 
and, under the circumstances, this seems quite natural, 

I think you will a lso find the sentence interesting 
wherein la Storm writes something like "Kay is 
so difficult to wean, bless her", --or some such, 

\ - * 

'4nd in Carolyn's letter you will find proposals of 

interest, I shal 1 w rite her that all thought of doing anything 
a bout the D e w Orleans t shop is unthinkable without capital and 
sines that simply isn't available, it would be a 
waste of time to consider \he matter at all. Personally, 
it seems to me that if Kay wanted to pump some money into 
such a project, it would provide no end of possibilities 
for the solving of many of her current problems but 
I think the whole undertaking would be far beyond her 
n bility to comprehend and so I shall recommend that she 
not be approached on the matter. 

; 2. : •: . 

1 

In regard to the Horton thing, however, it seems to 
me there is a Jcernel of growth that might ,be worth going into, - 
but rather through the B of ton organisation or perhaps 
the Leutcher-Starks or s:me such. Knowing nothing about 
the Leutcher-Starks type of mind, except from little fragements 
of thefr opinions broken off .fn Mormon conversations, Dlythe's 
opinions, etc., my guess is that the filming idea 
would be far beyond their grasp but I do believe that 
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some Museum miglit be able to comprehend its 
possibilities, 

Of course the possibilities as limitless and, if carried 
to the ultimate, the project could easily absorb 
a series of WPA expenditures. The difficulty in writing 
a prospectus will be to keep the thing within bounds, 

T 0 my way of thinking, two .different types should be prepared,— 
one for the Leutcher-Stark type of mind, with the project 
limited primarily to making a film record of contempoary 
artists at their work, —pero people like the Kleisers, 
la D ormon and so on, plus films of their collections 
of flowers as painted by these artist, plus flims in color, 
of cou se, of the real flowers growing in their native 
habitat • If properly handles, these films could present 
not only a wonderful record of the Leutcher-Stark collection but 
a t the same time provide marvelous films for the use 
of schools, garden clubs and horticulture, socieities 
a nd might provide both knowledge and, better still, 

.much entertainment, 

The other type of prospectus, designed for 
whatever the Horton tl\ing is, —or for any one of a dozen 
Museums, — l'm thinking o the Huntington library, for 
example, or the Metropolitan Museum or some such, This 
prospectus should point out the advantages of 'the trasures of 
the Museum itself, being recorded, although with the 
museums and contents across the country , —or world, —housing 
objects by .the same artists, the same schools of painting, etc,, 
so that e a ch of these individual films could be exchanged 


Memorandum 


Today has been tlte hottest day thus f ar but although 
it was supposed to be warmer tonight than any thus far, 
some "widely scattered thunder shower" in the enighborhood 
which spilled no water on us did lower the thermometer and 
it i accordingly quite pleasant as a result. 


The enclosures aren t much but it is nevertheless 
a lways good to hear from Irma.and what isn t stirring in 
Hollywood, As for the Briarwood letter, i? doesn t 
seem quite so brief as usual although I must say ' 

I found it interesting that she never did mention the 
Registers by whom I had sent the Shreveport pamphlet which 
y.ou are acquainted with and a bottle of wine, not of my 
f a vorite vintage which had been given me in town when 
the Registers and I chanced to be ther just before they 
headed out for the “ormon menage. 

Among the more unexpected things I heard today 
came from the lips of Mr, Macdonald, a hill-billy 
gentleman who now lives next to the garage and operates 
that establishment. He was doing something at Celeste's 
to improve the operation of an air conditioning unit. 

As .he paused in his labors, she asked him if he had had 
a good 4th of July at his house. He said he had. He 
3aid his wife and their three children had company, 
in the persons of a friend of theirs, his wife and three 
children, He said they had had a fine day but the 
man had killed himself on Thursday, —calmly he said it, 
just like that • Celes e expressed astonishment and inquired 

"What in the world was the matter," 


" Mr, Macdonald drawled out, and withal both 
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serious and casual, --"you see on J-hur sday , he found his 
wife smoking a cigarette and so he just killed himself»" 

I coughed and and needless to say, departed • 

Really, you know, the hill billies can think of 
the strangest reasons for self desruction and, up to 
the present writing, this beats ai ything I have ever 
come across yet, 

At supper time, we were surprised by the 
advent of Sister and her daughter, --unannounced, 

They had seen Beth in her garden when heading this 
way and so Sister dumped out her daughter, turned 
the car around and scooted up to the Joyous L'oast again 
r^nd so our supper was held up while the ladies were 
discussing day lilies, 

They are spending the night here and will depart 
sometime tomorrow, It's all so confusing, unannounced 
visitations, husbands who discover their wife with a 
cigarette and such like. 

Last night 1 finished "Bu Vonte de Chez Swann" and 
felt I had gained more from it and enjoyed it more than 
at any previous reading And a3 1 finished, I found msyelf 
wondering why nobody has ever described the 
Proust novel as an endless series of episodes, more 
or less loosely sewed together, making up a story, but 
in a fashion q uite different from novel that have gone 
before, I think of the story as not unlike a volume of 
wonderfully illuminated pages, each page h a ving a complete 
eppisode aJKl the tracery so finely carried down to the nth 
degree that the details appear limitless and strikingly 
identical with those which have been our own, We turn 
. a page and find .another episode, carried out in the same 
endless detail f more or less carrying along what has been 
depicted oi\ the foregoing page but in spite of the fact that both 
a re related, one really almost find3 each page quite capable of 
standing up without the assistance of what has gone before, 

4s stories go, 3urely the Proust .creation doesn t conform 

to a ny standards set before or after him in trimming 

t e tale to accepted wishes of the reading public but for 

wealth of illumination for each page in printed form, surely 

this opus stands out in front of anything I know in its 

field. As always, when f inishing a,book like, I 

found msyelf regretting there weren t aether thousand pages, 

i>o hope everything is wonderfully peaceful and cool at Lyme,,,,,, 


Sunday, July 8th, 1956, 


Memorandum : 

It has been a typically hot summer's week end 
although comparatively quiet in spite of the 
Shreveport visitation as of Friday and Saturday, 

\ J > y 4 J A A. 5 ‘ii.0 t * - > W Q O ' . M ' 

With one son and her daughter here, Sister 

< *> C , i . f . ’ ' ? O M «*<*:'' • > < <• ♦, \ r. Iff 1 . 

although on good beh a vior, made it difficult for 
anyone to determine off hand, which was parent and which 
was child whenever they were together, 

Pat said that at 2 :30 on Saturday morning the three 
of them were on the front gallery of the big house, making 
such a racket in what appeared to be an endless argument 
that after being kept awafyc for too long, he finally 
shouted at them to go on b a ck to bed and give the rest 
of the world a chance to sleep. 

At dinner o?i Saturday, Si3ter started taking the lady 
doctor to pieces and after she had rattled along for 
few minutes her son, John, in a bored tone of voice, 
asked her why she hud to do so much gossiping and 
why she had to make up such big lies. She countered with 
an accusation that he is a bigger liar than she, and off 
they went again on one of their endless wrangles, What 
a pity such people should ever be-get children and 
that having once achieved same, they be permitted to 
raise them, 

■ t » 

But as nothing lasts forever, Peace finally 
descended on the place once more late in the afternoon 
and the ensuing quiet has seemed so wonderful ever since, 
following the departure of mother and daughter for home, 

• 

At supper tonight 1 mentioned to •*, B . that 
la Storm plans to make a trip around the world by air. 

As one who has made the trip, he felt she was going 
to have somewhat rough going, especially in the Far Last, 


pointed out, too, that if one has to watch 


diet, as 
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she does, the problems involved will be doubly 
difficult. I must say 1 think the project by air 
for an 85 year old person, is wacky but I suppose 
she will come through with flying colors. I am in¬ 
clined to believe that she isn t going so much either for 
rest of which she will get none or for absorbing 
the cultures of various civilisations but rather to 
satisfy an urge to work off excess energy, --and surely 
if that be the primary purpose, it ought to be accomplished 
for sure. To tell you the truth, 1 am inclined to 
suspect that it was more of an impulse to be going 
some place than any thing else that impelled the 
Harnesses to undertake a like jaunt for I believe 
t neither of them know much and prob a bly care less about 
many of the lands one is bound to visit on such 
a journey. Again I marvel that people fii)d themslcves 
possessed of so much energy that they don t seem to 
mind undertaking the strain nd inconvenience involved 
to such scant satisfaction to themselves except in getting 
thoroughly tired out. 

J found myself wondering a bout the book about 
Marco Polo which Carrie mentioned in her letter the 
other day. It could be good, I suppose, although 
it must have been written several years back, I hope, 
since traveling the one-time Old °ilfr Roads 
would scarcely be possible for Westerners in these days 
of restr ctions most of the way from Venice to 
Peking. 

As for myself, I did a bit of reading last night 
from "The Red Carpet" by Marshall Me Duffy d f!< 3 
found it as interesting as many a Collier's article 
on the Soviets, and I believe the r,uthor may have 
had some of this book published in Colliers a year or 
two b a ck. As 1 read the book, I find myself 
wondering more and more why we contiue calling? 
the Russian system as though it were a land of 
Communism. Obviously it has no claim to that 
bra.id ofgoernment bu we still keep on 
calling it so. 

The radio speaks of dampness in the neighborhood 
of Lyme. 1 hold the thought there has been sunshine 

in those places where Miss Lee chanced to ind herself ....< 


Monday, July 9th, 1956. 


Memorandum: 

. 1 , . r . ... 

A ccording to this morning's radio the thermometer 
readings t Lyme was identical with the xucca one. I 
hope the same mildness persisted throughout the day in 
the other place as it did locally. There was a kittle 
sp'rinkle about 5:30 and while the skies cleared by noon, 
it remained temperate all day. F n ther Robel was at 
the 9 o'clock coffee kiotch and was as impressed as I 
when the two ladies provided themselves with light shawls 
as they sipped their coffee on the gallery. This is a rare 
occasion at this bend of the river and I was pleased to hear 
the five day forecast that it would be cooler than normal by 
one or two degrees immediately ahead. 

Mr 3 . Charles Wood telephoned me to a sk if she might 
come down this afternoon to bring me some magazines and 
clippings she wanted me to have before she and her f 
husband take off for Kansas on Satu day. It wa3n t too convenient 
for my schedule but I told her to come regardless and 
I engineered her ou of the place fairly soon. I 
had to look over some things being worked on in the bulb 
garden and so g a ve her a glance at the gourd vines in 
'the adjoining section, hard by little Miss Alberta's 
studio. The leaves are so luxuidnt and to thick, it 
is difficult to penetrate the green carpet made by the 
vines, resting as they do, a few feet a bout the ground on 
a net work of bamboo polls I /tad placed over the barbed wire 
fences I had rigged up for the crop. She pointed out 
3 7 gourds of about the same' 3i2e, —perhaps 2 and a half 
feet in length, although these could be seen only pround 
the outer edges of the gourd garden. Probably most of these will 
stretch out to 4 or 5 feet in length aijd when one 
considers that many of the vines haven t begun to bear as yet, 
the assumption seems logical enough that there really ought 
to be quite a crop from that quarter by the time mid 
October arrives. 




$ 
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The artist came to see me today. She had her mind 
on the sounds of the ducks which of late have been floating 
through the h a mboo hedge of the iris garden and across 
the cotton field between here and her house. She said 
the voices of both ducks were too harsh, indicating that 
instead of having a pair, I was bound to have two female birds. 
According to her, and three quarters of a century ought 
to qualify her to speak on almost any plantation problem, 
the duck always has a harsh voice while the drake's 
is always softer and more languid, although I must hasten 
to add ’ that I am not quoting her direct, for her precise 
words, if I recall aright, were to the effect that 
"the duck always makers a louder holler but the drake, he make 

t a more lower and a more slower noise". 

• 

I had somehow expected to see a up-swing of the tail 
of one of the ducks, supposing that most drakes usually 
have a cure1' or some such. One of m y duck fanciers, however, 
h a d told me that the big ducks of this variety do not 
necesarrily have such a distinctive characteristic • , 

But I'm inclined t-o believe the artist knows what she s 
talking -bout and so I have put out the word that 
I G ro in the market to exchange a fine duck for ai} equally 
fine drake and if my Little **iver friends aren t too 
busy attending the nightly revivals in that quarter, I 
h q ve no doubt one, —perhaps a half dozen of them, — 
will he putting in an appearance one of these evenings along 
bout first dark with a drake under his arm. 

n li f\- ‘ t r 

The telephone just rang. Miss Ramsey was calling. 

She said I. S. IVillard, as an officer of the Natchitoch es 
s Pilgrimage, had written her, asking how much she-would charge 
s' for doing publicity, --meaning some articles, I suppose, 

^ for this year's go-round. She, Carolyn, wanted to know 

if I thought $75.00 would knock them down. I told her f 

I thought it would but that, were I in her shoes, I shouldn t 

do it for less, and espec ially as she did it for nothing last 

year. She said she was surprised when Helen Baldwin came 

over to visit her for the week end, what with Helen having 

heard the Ramsey nephews were there but they all had a nice time. 

She says she is pondering over the outline I sent her regarding the 

Horton project and thinks it good. I told her she had better 

begin cultivating Caroline Dormon for eventually it might 

be a good idea to enlist the Leutcher-Sbarks on such a project. 

And so things turn and so I turn to some mail and thence to 
The Red Carpet . 
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Tuesday, July 10th, 2956. 
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Memorandum: . ■ 

-it ■' 

How nice to find your July 4th letter in today's post and 
how lovely the roses decorating the stationary. 

■ - o s t v. i.' liu * s m, , j 

I a"> hoping that the uncertainty of the weather was 
sufficient to reduce the mount of traffic but of such a 
turn-about nature that you could achieve your Greenwood objective without 
too much moisture. 


The thought of facing a big moving day on Friday was enough 
to make, one wish the holiday migh have come just after rather than 
just before that hejira. I so recall the doings as fromone of the 
40's to a'-'other and the resulting hurly-burly and I am hoping 
that the present move may find things stra ightened out and 
n ll ship-shape in a jiffy, following the departure from the 
ones address and the establishment of the newPerhaps 
there was some advantage in having the thing take place on a Friday 
since there is always a chance tat tie Sabbath might offer one 


a moment, following the big excitement,, to catch one s breath, 


J^fter a couple of days of rather scant list class mail, 
today s batch was fairly heavy and included not only the copy 
of Life which should have come on Saturday but Look as well. 
There were also several letters, most of them in long hand, 
and it is so rare for someone like A obina to use a pen that 
the coincidence of so many people chancing to use pen and 
ink at about the same time was impressive, especially 
to the secretary. 

And speaking of the latter, he sometimes gets me off on a 
tangent, a s in the case of Robina's letter,for he read that 
she had accepted a» invitation to go over to Maryland and 
it was only when he had arrived at Dr. Miller's name that 
I asked him to spell Maryland as it appears in the letter which 


her did, — "Marlin, —pronounced Maryland •’ 










■ 
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J, II, dined at the big house today, He said Celeste 
was taking luncheon wit the hdies of the Lemeee House 
in town. Carmen telephoned me this afternoon, saying that 
she was a nong those present at the meeting and some business 
was transacted, including the decision to have Carolyn go the 
publicity for the Pilgrimage for seventy five bucks, as she 
had offered by telephone to Thelma Kyser, From that I take 
it iher must have been some Marshall-Natchitoches conversation 
on the point following an earlier Call to me 1 suppose she will 
supply about 8 newspapers or so with particulars concerning 
the tour a nd 1 suppose she will probably get 3 or 4 hundred 
dollars from the newspapers,aside from the 75 bucks she 
gets from the Society for the Preservation of 
Hysterical "omen of Natchitoches or whatever that cumbersome 
title really is, • 

I gather the plantation must be running out of 
field work for the plantation people, what with J, H, having 
sent three, --Andy Bynog, Murphy brown arid bill Hodgers, to me 
at dawning to inquire if there was anything they could do' 
on thisside of the fence, ■‘■here was. And besides, I was not 
only glad to set some of them at gardening but also to repairing 
picket fences,, re-upholstering some sagging furniture 
and generally handing ends, such as putting new posts on 
the weaving house, replacing deteriorating sills and 
Heaven knows what all, I was particularly pleased with 
a gourd job they undertook, too, I had coi extra strand of 
barbed w re run all around and across the gourd garden about 
three feet above the present upper level, While that was 
being done, P had a flock of bamboo pools, about 80 feet 
in length cut, and had these.placed criss-cross all over 
the spaces between the newly s trung wire. This will give 
the gourds a new level to climb to and to spread out a third 
green carpet, the first being on the ground, the second about 
shoulder high and now this laters one. Thus there will be 
three separate places for them to fourish, all within 
the same confines and although it's counting< chickens before 
they are hatchedI have no doubt that all three levels will 
present quite an assortment of shapes and designs, what with 
the first two levels already so impressively stocked that 
the shade of the new canopy about to be formed will in no way 
retard the dcvelopement of this latest elevation, - t 

I shall be so delighted to learn how Friday passed off and if 
things in the business cycle are approaching normal under the 

new roof,,,,,,,. 


Wednesday, July 11th, 2956. 


Memorandum: 

- ) * 

Cur summer heat was tempered by pleasant cool breezes 
out of the North, . There was elect ica'l disturbances last 
night off to the South where Alexandria got about 
a halj incli of rain. Tonight is cloudy again and 1 hear 
thunder in the same direction but I doubt if we get a ny 
moisture although we could stand a dab without harming 
anything, 

1 didn t see the ladies across the fence as they were 
spending the day in Alexandria This is the second time in 
two days they~ have been a^ay from home at dinner time, 
which means J. m, has come over to break bread with us and 
1 always like that. 

Some of the younger generation of the Deblieux family 
telephoned me this morning, both of whom had a thesis to 
write, asking me if I would lend them aid, 1 would. We 
snail have separate conferences some day next week, 

I had workmen tossed in my direction again today and 
so was not too entranced to learn from the clerk that his wife 
and child would pay me a visit during the afternoon, the boy to 
see the ducks he had given me in the spring, but before they 
arrived, —and while I was trying to accomplish as much 
with the strong arms at my disposal in the gardening section, 
Hosahnd Aswell appeared unannounced, She said she 
h a d ten ladies from Shreveport visiting her today and had 
brought them into the Cane xi iver country where they had just 
beeyi received with grace by Madam Beaufort and that they had 
come on down here with a view to doing a round at Melrose, 

,, ^ ^ bserved. that Melrose was closed and she expressed knowledge 
o. that but said she had hoped an exception might be made 
in the present instance. That s what everybody hopes and 
always seem a little provoked and resentful when I point 
out that there are no loop holes so far as 1 am concerned, 

the ladies had c,ome to spend the day with her, she certainly 
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Thursday, July 12th, 19 56 


Knew m advance that they were scheduled to appear and 
might have telephoned me the day before, or, had she been unable 
to reach me, she might have telephoned today and 1 could see 
no point in taking away the barriers forthe success of her 
entertainment. She asked me if I would speak with them, as they 
were waiting at the front gate. 1 would. And I admitted none of 

them. And I must say I was jlad of an excuse to keep them 
out so that -i could get b a ck to the workmen before Euguene 's 
wife and child arrived to take up the balance of the afternoon, 

I continue hearing nothing from Uew^rleans, Perhaps 
the 4th of July-TJiail 9ap in letters from here knocked them out of 
their writing habit. Perhaps my recommendation in a recent 
letter that a gesture in the direction of The bluff didn t 
take well. Perhaps the husband and wife are cooking up some 
new line of endeavor, as suggested in K a y s recent letter to 
Marshall, as reported by Carolyn in her telephone call the other 
night wherein she remarked that &ay had written she had great 
plans for something or other which she t ought would enlist 
the inte est of all participants in the Sunday night b a lcony 
session at I, S. Willard's house two or three weeks back, 

I an not ae to get over excited a bout inspirations stemming 
from .that direction but shall listen with interest, should cti y 
come to hand. 

Last night I finished reading McLuffy's The Red Carpet, I 
thought his presentation of impressions, following his trips 
around and about the Soviet Paradise t were pretty well summed up 
in the boons final sentence, I don t recall the precise words 
but, in% quoting an English writer on the same subject,, the 
line ran something .like 

"Russia isn t quite so bad as the av rage Englishman 
believes and not^so good f as the Russian thinks it is," I 
was impressed by McLuffy s observation that it would seem as though 
the Government of the Soviets stress the tremendous implse it 
h a s for peace from top to bottom in Russia in order that if 
war should ever be to the Government s advantage, it will be the 
easier to convince the a ussia populace that war might well be 
entered upon in order to secure the peace so long piously hoped for 

■ 

To hand in tod a y's post came Hr. Truman's Memoirs and I am, 
looking forward to reading them with some impatience. 1 believe 
a portion of these appeared in Life although I notice the copyright 
is held by Time, And so 1 shall attend to a d^b of mail and 
then do a d„b of studying of the contemporary historical scene. How 
pleasant it would be to turn through some of these page with little 


Memorandum • 


I write o little later than usual because of 
late visitors this evening. 

Along about sundown and just as T shirtless, was 
putting the ducks to bed, three gentlemen appeared un¬ 
announced, —Lionel Jeanmard and tow gentlemen friends. 

I 

They were bearing a big sack of crush ice and 
a bottle of Bourbon by way of refreshement and we be-took 
ourselves to the b a ck gallery for a collapse. But 
before 1 had taken the first sip, the Wenk boy appeared to 
say that J. H, had sent him to say that some people, passing 
by the store, had asked if they might walk about the 
gardens and he had told them they could. I suggested they 
do just that but three minutes later, some bag was cackling 
on the front gallery and so I responded to 
prevent them from assualting te back gallery and so 
guided them with some directness although feigning 
a languid spirit, to the front gate. 1 believe the hen was 
the wife of somebody who works in town for some Henry 
enterprise, perhaps Butaine gas or some such, and her guests 
were Illinois numbers. 

And so 1 returned to my guests and my drink and we chatted 
until rather , late, what with the moon being so pretty, the 
iced drinks so delectable and the pe a ce of the night so all 
embraLingtl expressed his regret fhat I couldn't spend 
^■pril with him and.his son but suggested that we could take 
some other month, now that pril has fled. Ije underlined the 
fact uh ich he hq s touched on before, —whenever I am ready 
. to head out in the direction of Lafayette, a car and driver 
will be at the froit gate waiting for me. He is so consistently 
kind and thoughtful, I must say I am always delighte with 

















' 
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Friday, July 13th, 19 56. 


his company even though I never do get around to accpet 
his invitations. 

A flock of short letters from Mrs. Brandon are 
without especial interest except the one expressing 
her appreciation for the magazine you sent her. You 
will note how obvious it is that she was enchanted with 
the publication and at the same time you will notce 
how pleased she was about, tiie word "gallant", even though 
she was in error in attributing the word to me. It 
makes my heart feel so pleasant inside every time 1 
hink of Littel Miss Tee and B a dam Marco, the af former 
having so nobly brought joy to the latter during a period 
of her life when, except through the magnific ient 
ope rat ion of herwill power, not much happiness can be 
■conjured up either from her immediate surroundings or the 
n ssociates, such as Maude, who, after all, was not 
hers but her sister's friend. 

• * * 

Today, as every day, 1 received plenty of 
telephone calls from people, praying for a tour and this 
afternoon Carmen telephoned me to say how many people 
are approaching her daily for a magical w a ve of a wand to 
get them inside the Melrose gate. 

Carmen also, told me that she wqs provoked with 
Rosalind yesterday when she brought the flock of hdies 
from Shreveport to the Chamber of Commer, a sking if 
they might visit the Lemee House. As custodian of the 
key, Carmen let Rosalind borrow it, a sking her to bring it 
back as soonas the house had been inspected. That wa3 
sometime between 9 and Q)lin the morning. It was 5:30 
that afternoon when Rosalind brought it back and as the 
office closes at 5, it was only by chance that Carmen happened 
to be in the office to receive it. Rosalind, after borrowing 
the key, had gone on her gay way, doing the town and 
then exploring Cqne iX iverplantations, not bothering to 
get the key back to Carmen for the balance of the day. Somehow 
that's typical of the difficulty one has in trying to do busina 
with Madam Aswell. 

I am liking the Truman Memoires, filling in, as they do, 
a flock of little voids and personal matters that make the 
mosaic of the Administration that more interesting...... 


business 


Memorandum : 

Summer continues pleasantly, sort of 70-ish at 
night, sort of 95-is at noon day. 

And as "no news is good news", perfection reigned 
at the Rost Cffice toda. . In view of the usual frequency with 
which James has always been want towrite, the profound silence 
from that quarter naturally sets me to wondering just why, and 
I go ,on the assumption he may have resented my letter of 
a couple of weeks back wherein I recommended that g a gesture 
in the direction of The Bluff might be worthy of consideration. 

A news item on the radio tonight made me think 
of the lady across the fence. Teh broadcaster spoke of 
a .lady named Green of Hew York who had just attained the age 
of one hundred. She was reported as giving her recipe for 
longevity: 

"Don't concentrate too much a little things". 

And that reminds me that l must remember to tell Celeste 
net to count too much on using butterfly lilies from the 
local gardens for her party far -*ary Gunn on August 4th, 
a3 she had planned. I know not why, in view of the favorable 
season, these particular1 lilies should tend to runbehind 
scheduled this year, and especially in view of the fact 
that the Phillipine lilies seem to be running ahead of 
schedule. The latter are on the point of unfolding their big 
Easter-lily like blossoms on stems 10 feet tall whereas 
the butterfly lilies have put put so much as a suggestion of a bud , 
Usually tlte buds are well formed by this time of year and Lionel 
Jeanmard told me the other night that they are already 
in full flower at Plajitation Court. It is naturali that 


















8080 


the floral parade in Lafayette should be about two weeks ahead 
of the Cane River procession but it takes more than 
two weeks from the time the bid appears before the 
butterflies app ar and so we might as well discount the 
possibility of August 11th displays and be glad that they 
begin unfolding by October 13th and 14th in time for 
Pilgrimage, 

Last night 1 read some more from Hr, Truman s Memoires 
a nd am convinced thatLife must have published these in ai abridged 
edition, t hna* this ^ssurnDtion on the f^.ct that certain chapters 


edition, I base this assumption on the fact that certain 
flavine to do with the Truman O' omm i tteee 's activities in 

** , . , . n » i _ __ 


investigating th,e progress of the war would scarcely 
fall into the category of material that would entrance 
casual readers of Life but .rather are more suitable for 
the s tudent of that phase of Governmental operations, so 
informative and yet more extended in detail that would be 
likely to escape the Life editor's blue pencil• 


I don t recall the exact phraseology of Charles u ollingwood 
tonight but 1 dot th.e impression Mr, Mixon failed to 
keep his afternoon appointment with the President at Gettysburg 
because a rain storm came up while in Washington, Mr, Mixon 
was holding a Cabinet meeting and by the time it had concluded 
the 3 torm had intensified and the plane had to remain grounded. 

This would imply that the Vice President continues holding 
Presidential functions for his superior who perhaps is still 
recuperating in spite of the fact that he is better than 
he was six months ago. At the same time, however, it 
seems to me it would suggest to th.e electorate that there 
is something to the line the Democrats are using ^bou a 
"part time President", I still think the most effective advertising 
he Lemocrats could do in the fonth-coming election campagm would 
be to broadcast pictures of the Vice President, with the simple 
question : 

"Do you want Mixon President," 

~ 

Bu , fortunately, that is for the gentlemen in 
Chciago to decide in the hot days ahead in Chicago and I am 
quite content to let them scuffle over their problems while 
I remain behind a. bamboo hedge. 
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*nd so we head into another week end, -i hold the 
thought it may be wonderfully peaceful on all fronts and that 
little Miss Lee may discover a restful hour to relax and catch 

her breath,,,,,. 
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Memorandum : 


Sunday, July 15th, 1956, 


What a wonderful week end, thanks to the arrival 
of a envelope of regular size and an over sized one in 
Saturday's post, 

i 

Having thus been provided with everything necessary, 

I have been spending the past two days d most in Lyme 
and lovingeverything my eyes have wondered over and 
about. Thanks to the splendid text accompanying each 
illustration, the "XVoyage autour de la chambre" was made 
doubly comprehensive and enjoyable and a^ain, as so often 
in the past, I have been impressed by the nearness which seems 
to develope when the knowledge these nice big pictures 
afford, of the setting in which little Miss Lee finds herself 
before the day's wheels of Industry begin to grind and 
at the dose of day when they have slowed down to a halt. 


Matural ly the picture I like best is the one 
of little Miss Lee herself wh o 1 ooks so gay in 
her flowered frock of ante bellum fullness And it's so nice 
h a ving a glimpse of her sanctum sanctorum, the 
proximity of the radio to the downy coucb, the general 
layout,of the literary sections and the general relation¬ 
ship of these with numerous "tresors" which you were 
so thoughtful to point out in detail, 1 
found it so striking that the Lester cardinal and the 
cape of-the bull fighter chanced to have 3uch an harmonious 
huea'nd I must say I got o kick out of the coo-coo clock 
which I noticed immediately on glancing at the 
picture of that room before exploring your text on 
that item,The whole collection is such a mirroir of the 
exquisite taste of its mistress that it makes my heart sing 
to turn through them and so many of my hours are going 
to be thexspaphappier because of my ability to vi3it Lyme whenever 
the impulse to do so m a nifests itself, 

ofr waoi Liia fefci • , **• 

And may u thank you for all the particulars you included 
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in your letter c oncerning recent doings bring me up 

to date on recent undertakings in many directions. 1 m 

sorry the outing proved so damp o n the founder s Day and that 

the girl friend's vacation had to be such a wash out 

in the humidity section. I am holding the thought that 

she may have had an opportunity to get a little extra rest because 

of this, however, and I shall be so glad if you will let me 

know how she progresses. 

I noted the reference to the unsealed envelopes and 
thanks for sending b a ck samples. It seems ridiculous to 
do so, but it appears I must put this on—of all things—-the 
vast dusting and spraying going on here of late, for it does 
seem as though something in the brew eliminates the sticking 
qualities of"all envelopes and several times, after sealing letters 
firmly before taking them to the office, I have had to return 
to Yucca to make new envelopes and try agaiiii I m go ng to 
look up some special paste I believe I have and see if that will 
help nailing down the flaps more successfully • 

The letter fPom James in Saturday's post speaks for 
itself. As it refers to nothing on several inquiries I have 
raised during the past two weeks, however, I reckon it 
reveals he is jU3t getting over the resentment he probably felt at 
my suggestion that a gesture in t he direction of The Dluff might 
be good sense • 

fr J Q- vjiO 1 O j ' ,• $'-***» . * vi m J - 

Carolyn telephoned from Marshall on Saturday evening, 
a sking me to telephone Mr. Millspangh to send some 
color pictures the store has of hers directly to one 
Toni Strassman, 11 6 East 19th Street, !I.Y.C., in as 
much as the latter who has other pictures of local buildings does 
not have any of the big house and said person had written to say 
it was thought Look might be able to use n n illustrated story 
under the title of "Miracle at Melrose", —something 
written 'so far back I do not recall how the thing 
went but assume it was primarily about the local artist • 

That M ar shall woman said things were <going alright at 
home and that she had done a little more on her book, --mighty 
little is my gues 3 , for she never s eems to mind crowding 
dead lines. She mentioned she plans to arrange some 
stuff for the, D a tchitoches Pilgrimage in lib days 
or two weeks and will probably get down to occupy 
Irma's Uatchitoches house for a day or two. 

So things turn and so I turn back to my "voyage autour 
de la chambre" and call down bless ngs a^ain on little Miss Lee for me 
my week end so nice . 


. *>v> 


Monday, July fl&th, 1956, 


. t ■ 


Memorandum : 

Both yesterday and today the thermometer 
touched the 1 00 mark and so I guess one might say 
that summer has indeed arrived for sure. 

Again I want to mention how much please 
the photographs are affording me and with 
what pleasure 1 contemp'ltate them from tine 
to time when opportunity give■s me a moment 
for a quick little visit to Lyne. 

*!»'’■ , • • v \ ft +. t r - „** . if, ' c* v 4 V. > 

This morning's post brought a letter from 
the Johnson's who were here last month. I liked 
them both ever so much although I must say I got 
quite a shock when they appeared. I have corres¬ 
ponded with Mrs. Johnson for a year or two, following 
a letter site wrote after site had been to Melrose with 
some people on a dg.y which must have been punctuated 
with many other callers, for all during the time 
of our correspondence, 1 have thought of her as 
a woman almost two old to be having the baby she 
mentioned last year and I envisioned her from memory 
as a rathe short, dawager, and so when she and her 
husband arrived and it turned out that she 
was a bout bra's height and much resembling her 
in, appearance, I almost felt as though 1 were 
greeting a couple of other people. It turned out that 
the day she had passed this way on her 
first visitshe had not spoken with me as I 
was busy with other people but had seen me only from 
afar. Mo wonder I failed to summon up a very clear 
mental picture of her when she got home and wrote 
„bout her visit. 

I seem to have employed a Denolme margin 


t 







• • 
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which makes turning the page very pleasant and opportune. 

The radio has had quite a lot to sayabout 
the destruction by fire of one of the Wanamaker 
buildings and the consequent interruption of Inter¬ 
borough Rapid Transit on the Lexington Avenue line, I am 
hoping this tie up doesn't effect your transporation 
facilities, 

The menion of Wanam a ker' s reminds me of the 
two doormen that used to function on opposite 
sides of the street, —under the Bridge ofHighs,- 
the one at the entrance to the new store, the other to the 
old store, 2 don t ever remember having seen two such 
gigantic figures and I so much wish somebody would 
do a profile of t em for The Mew Yorker or some 
such, I wonder if you remember them. As I recall 
they were about 7 feet in height and I can remember with 
what studied nonchalance they would point out 
Particulars to ladies alighting from their limousines, 
for in view of the height of each of these Ethooians, 
they could easily and frequently did w a ve an arm majestically 
in the direction of whatever was being inquired about and 
they were so far about an inquirer in stature that 
their arm could and did pass over the head of the person 
addressing them # Their voices were so wonderfully 
deep like those famous "unfathomed caves of ocean" 
n nd now that they are no longer there and there is 
no longer a John Wanamaker in flew York, I find myself 
more anxious than ever to know something about them, 
theirnames, whence they came and how in the world a 
single store ever discovered two such heroic 
specimens of humanity to welcome customers and 
speed parting guests or patrons. 


Celeste s ent tt.c day in Alexandria which means 
J. H. dined with us and ± always like that. Celesze 
told me yesterday that at the recent meeting of 
the Society of Hysterical Women for the Preservation of 
Old Natchitoches , Irma S. Willard had mentioned to her 
she had a 4 post bed at Melrose which Miss Cammie had kept 
for her. Celeste said she didn t know a bout it. I do, - 
smart me, and it is incorporated in Sister's mansion in 
Shreveport and i'll bet I. W illard will have a tug of war 
getting it i 0 ose. But now to the mail and zhence to Mr. Trm 
Memoires and a glance at Lyme before folding . 


Tuesday, J~uly 17th, 2956. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find your Th,ursday epistel in today's 
post.I am so jlad to have a further glimpse of local doings 
and i dditional particulars regarding Greenwood doings of 
the ’vacationists up yonder and travelersthrough the region 
lying further to the Northeast, named in honor of Old England. 

It s even nicer to have a picture of what little Miss L ee 
has been up to and it goes without saying a got a vast kick 
out ofstrange doings in the halls of commerce as demonstrated by 
the perp'lexiing ringing of bells on adjacent desks as a sample 
of he hurly-burly attending the establishment of the new 

site of operations. 

«. * 

And may I thank you much for giving me some notion 
a s to what you found in the Library of Congress list. 

I am glad you checked the EmilyDickinson biography. Mention 


I am glad you checked the EmilyDickinson biography. Mention 
of that lady's name recalled to mind the first line in one 
of her poems which the D. A. R. ladies mi'ght not use for 
a motto on their stationary : 

"I am nobody, --who are you......" 


I am somewhat surprised that I know so little about Miss 
Kickinson who, so far as I am concerned, seems to have 
flitted through the pages of the Hew England literary 
scene almost like a fantom, so far as any grasp I have 
of the lady's aS± bigoraphical high lights. It does 
seem to me l recall that she and Longfellow were good 
friends but that seems to be a bout the sum and substance 
of m yknowledge of her career. 

It was o noble of you to get the data back into 
the mail for the Library and I'm so glad you included 
the Saxon and Proust items. From the'" meager correspondence 
I have had with M r . x atterson who heads the Department for 
the Blind, I have come to the conclusion that he is a stuffed 
shirt and although it runs counter to all my belief in such 
matters and "Federal agencies, I hav about made up my mind that 















. 
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I sUc.ll again put a dab of political pressure on 
said Patterson s-ince he seems impervious to any other 
form of persuasion . The Lord knows, fter years of /- 

obstruction, he jumped fast enough when the Cities of ,zhe Platan 
thing was applied, politically and 1 must say it doesn t seem 
too e xtravagant a wish to have another volume or f two oj 
little Marcel s ocus recorded when Mr. Patterson s department 
feels itself rich enough to re-issue items already recorded. 

I spent the better part of the day at Areiibourg with 
Murphy and Andy being present to lend me a hand . If 
either of fh-m knew their alphabet, they might well be here 
tonight to lend me at least a left hand, for 1 seemed to 
succeed in getting one thorn in each of three fingers on that 
hand and one in the palm which tends to make operation 
on his keyboard a dab laggardly. The thorns are inclined to 
be less rigid now that a little later and accordingly have 
a way of entering tue flesh and wandering around 
the curves of joints of the fingers, ect., so that extracting 
then is impossible by the ordinary way of simply pulling 
out one of the things when it is picked up later in the 
• season after it has become more rigid like a needle and 
a 'ccordingly the more easily pulled out. But a couple of 
days or so, -nd these things usually work themselves out 
and in t he mean time 'I hold the t oughtthere may m c y be no need 
of the services of the lady doctor. 


Wednesday, duly 18th, 19 56. 


There is a goo'd pe'a'r crop at Arenboug this year although 
that doesn't mean we s hall jet any for a have no dou t vandals 
a re already contemplating the harvest with avidity and it 
is quite possible the doth^ may arrive- sometime when 
my back is turned. But it s nice to know the trees 
are producing and there seems to be a fine crop of 
persimmdns, too. 

The crepe myrtles aree in biboom now, of course, andare pretty 
enough and two or three' of the gra.idiflora magnolias 
appeur to be growing lustily in spite of ravages 
by herds of cattle in times jone bye. The prize piece 
of the domaine, however, are your tiny mimosas which spread 
a onderfulalthough someuihat dappled shade over quite an expanse. 

I suppose the trunk of each of these trees is ten or 
twelve inches through, so you m^.y easily imajine the 
spread of the limbs above is impressive. Withe the thermometer 
a ain up to 100, I shall probably take things more leisurely on 
the morro >, but tod-y was grand in spite of the heat, just 
contemplating our little kingdom . 


Memorandum: 

• 

Our heat continues and today it has been without any breeze 
which seems to have made it hotter but which is probably better 
for vegetation since hot winds seem twice as devastating as 
just plain stationary heat. 

Carolyn telephoned this morning to say her mother had died and 
would be buried tomorrow. This came as a surprise for although 
her health had been indifferent for a long time, she was still 
driving her own car about and seemed to be rather energetic in 
a reduced sort of way. In certain ways, she reminded me some of 
Aunt ••illie, the type that always has such a reserve of energy that 
they invariably fail to impress one as being on the verge of anything 
other than further effort and likely to continue in the same 
fashion for ever. There was a very poor connection and 
I got none of the particulars but shall probably be hearing from 
Helen or some such shortly. 

- d v 

Carmen telephoned me today .to report that Madam Beaufort 
had made another switch in her whimsies. After some of the 
preliminary publicity had been printed, Beth announced that 
she wasn t going to be home in October and that therefore she was 
withdarawing Beaufort from the Pilgrimage. This necessitated 
stratching out with a pen all places referring to Beaufort in 
the literature being sent out. Yesterday at a meeting of the 
Society of Hysterical women, Beth complained to Thelma Kyser_ 
that the latter, as President, had failed to put her on 
more than one Committee regarding the Pilgrimage. 

Thelma pointed out that in as much as she wasn t to be in 
the Parish at Pilgrimage time, this seemed perfectly natural. 

Beth countered by saying that .she had changed her plans and 

had decided she was going to put her house on the Pilgrimage 

after all. Thelma was distinctly tanke abqck and immediately 

afterward, Carmen and .Vita Sutton jumped on Thelma, saying she simply 

could not give in to t/us latest twist on Beth 1 3 part. The 

m a tter stood there, undecided but I complicated the thing a little by 
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suggesting the Jean Rrudhomme home, which is in the 
same neighborhood as Beaufort, be included, 1 had recommende , 

this matter once before but apparently it had slipped everyone s 
mind and everybody was delighted at the prospect. Contacts are 
accordingly going to be established with a view to seeing what can 
be done bout it and extra energy to push the proposition will folio. 
a m sure, since there will be an excess of zest in the hope that 
Beth can be engineered slap into the ditch she dug for herselj 
a while back. 

I sow the ladies across the fence this morning but 
before I could have any coffee, 1 had to be taken around 
to the side of the house to see something I would be mighty 
jealous about. And there I was shown two stalks of b a ba banana 
plants, each bearing a lovely small, pale purple blossom. 

They certainly were lovely and nothing was breathed about 

the bouquet of somewhat larger pale lavender banana blossoms 

gracing the Yucca living room during the past week. It 

occurs to me to mention that Celeste was last in Yucca over a year 

ago and then merely to pass through the living room and so, of cours 

h a s never seen the Hunter murals in the boudoir. If she ever 

looked at the picture of Hiss Hunter dictating the cook book 

to me, you might have assumed that the presence of the mural 

in the background might have attracted her attention and sufficient 

imnu'Lse to want to take a gander at sme but this never seems to have 


Thursday, July 19th, 19 56 


Memorandum : 

The heat continues at over the l^^^Brk. 

I was disappointed to learn todajfcmBt Hr. Knipmeyer 
is heading out for hospitalization iNW Orleans where 
an operation for cataract is to be aHRVmeti and he 
anticipates retiring from practice • 

J rr 

And tonight's radio announces- s&b&Har ion Davies is 
suffering from a mild stroke, indue 4 $jfljkc cording to 
the news report I heard, from over? j&Utltfon in social f 

affairs, %This is the first time °f a butterfly s 

a ffliction pinned o?i th,e social merry-go-rowid bui 
what astonishes me that half a doeen ‘people 1 
haven't stiff e red strokes from jus&ViKttt buf 

years ago. ** ** '*J 8 W 

And now I notice that Clare t Luce'x\doc tor says 

that in his opinion her illness nay^ot Del ascribed to 
the paint-poisoning story that Time pu billed,' 
say that sounded a little too much lijflf. someth 
of A. Conan Doyle to be an actualit y a nd* lest n i 
heard some Federal bureau in WashimklV* ‘declare thnw^p 
findings as reported by the Navy J(iuply~K:ouldn t 
have been the correct diagnosisfer one, 
a m hoping that Miss Luce may b^^^KMn her feet well before 
the nicrophones get turned on forth-coming 

Presidential campaign for I can tnTnk of no one in 
the Republican camp whose speeches I should rather hear 
and none that I. would discount for thruth in advance with 
more zest. Miss Luce is such ail expert at twisting 
Republic an 3 hort-comings into seeming virtues that I 
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c/n not surprised to learn that when her husband got 
ready to tell a tall story about his wife's illness 
in his magazine, he fell far short o the persuasiveness 
of his wife, had she been handling the thing on the air waves, 

I w n s advised today that we would need all 
the money taken in on th.e cook book to pay for 
the printing of the second edition, I am forwarding same 
forthwith, of course in spite of the fact that it 
leaves, the exchecker empty as a result, 
ix 00. 

I ran through the mail so hurriedly today that 
I g&-\, but a glance at the high points, It is my 
imnrz's&lon at the moment, however, that the lady 

^ . .. •_ ■ j • . .* .. 1 _ ^ . V ii Cl , i J- (, r, Tt r\ I 


in Orleans will travel 


in South Carolina 


to me a. cross country jaunt, either by car or plane, and 
the !.’w Orleans lady will cventua. ly return to hewOrleans 
in Sg'tittJubffr and the other one will be back in South 
Caroi.ipat r ^y the end of the year,. Remarkable, the whole 
buftWtt&j and, as a certainly lady once remarked, "The 
lM\g&p.: I live, the longer I live", . 


eiti 


JCH-0 

l at. o&tjC* 


this morning, Celeste presented me with 


a px* per j sack full of seed from the u olden Ram tree 


which 


s f j said Mildred Cunningham had sept me at my request, 1 
acccptec frem with as much grace as possible but witha.1 
■/a dab pu^pMed since we have ample stocks of Golden Rain seed 
* a l>i ovesr the place what with three large trees of that 
. de$CTiption growing mightily and producing tons of seed right 

»/ • a J__ —1. _ a. I __ _n Atn « r-t ^ m rJ + o rsm * t) m n >1 


# - ^ '- a - r - ^ 1. J 

j j I suppose Mildred must have promised some seed to someone ana 

. TiV^ during the interim between promise and performance, got 
a ■ me\w.ixed up with a couple of other guys, 

nit - , 

$e> nfhpdjj j Carmen, I suppose, reports that M ss Mormon s 
friend, Sydic Laughton, has been appointed to the State Park 
Board wh4fb ought to be helpful if Carrie contemplates 
planting “the highways again in the manner she did 1 5 years 
back, Well, power to audie and may the State parks 
flourish under her influence, I believe it is Oakley that 
is under the park Commission and Mr, Wells chairman, Somethin 
to pass along to Wakefield, And now to the mail and then 
to Echoes of laris for tonight's musicale,•,,,, 


8090 


Friday, July 80th, 2956. 


Memorandumi 

It is pleasant to report that we are having a cooling 
off period this evening. Along about 4 o'clock this 
afternoon came sounds of thunder from the Horth and 
clouds followed shortly thereafter. The thermometer fell from 
1 00 to about 80 and as a result of the change, it now 
seems almost arctic so far as temperature, Of course 
there was no rain but the presence of clouds gives a suggestion tha 
it might possibly getaround to sprinkle a little eventually 
and I have no doubT the vegetation will experience a revival 
from the temporary cessation of the heat, 

. 

I was mildly s urprised when Sister appeared on my gallery 
bout 4:15, although I never should be surprised 
at anything frer^ that direction, It is true that she had 
telephoned last night to say that she had thought of 
coming down Friday night but simply couldn t make it, 

Hence the surprise at seeing her in the face of that, 

'Fortunately she didn't linger long at Yucca, explaining 
that she and her husband and the children had to get b a ck 
to Shreveport before dark, and inquiring at the same time 
at what hour supper is served, I mentioned 6 o'clock as 
the magical hour, calculating /that it takes about 8 hours to 
drive to Shreveport from here and that it is dark by 8 o'clock. 

But when I went to supper, of course, I found the who ole 
posse present a;;d at 7 o 'clock there was still much 
sound of gun fire in the gardens where the boys were 
shooting birds. 

At the coffee hour this morning, Celeste hadasked me 
if I would run into town with her and J, a , to attend 
the wedding ceremony on August 11th of Mary' 3 Gunn's nuptials, 

I responded that ,J would not but that 1 might possible 
attend the reception at Magnolia, But that was before 




t 
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Sister told me tUis evening that she had every ±i intention 
of attending the wedding and the reception, Of course the 
fact that she says she is going to do so doesn t mean a 
thing but thc~W6re statement that she has received an invitation 
is enough to make me shy away from the possibility of 
attending either festivity, In the event she should attend, 
the week-end of august 11th ought to be noisey enough around here 
a 8 I assume she might well plan to come h,ere on Friday )iight 
and remain over the Sabbath, 

• * 

Thanks to the lull i n plantation activities, J. H. is 
sending me field hands in the guise of gardeners and I 
am accomplishing what I can with them, This morning I was 
deli hted to see a couple of carpenters in the assortment 
of humanity on my gallery and I put them to work making 
something suitable in the form of a bulletin board for the 
African House • My thought is to grace each side of the Hutch 
door upstairs in the African House with notices from the 
m z jazines and newspapers concerning the doings of one 
C, Hunter, artist, One of these would hang at the 
end of your panel, —Wash Lay on the Plan ation, to the left 
of the door, and the other to the right of the door at the 
extreme left of the Baptisin' panel, If properly con¬ 
trived, these boards, approximately 8 inches in width and 
bout 4 f et in height, will fit in neatly so as to 
detract in no way from the adjacent Art panels and at the 
same time provide the visitor with an assortment of 
pullished accounts of the artist's accomplishments, 

How the Ethopian carpenters got & ong I know not as I did 
nt care to visit the place at the close of day, knowing full 
well that a mess of Wenks would be trapsing behind me to 
see what was cooking. .But tomorrow I shall make a little 
round and if things turned out within 50 percent of wh 
I hoped, I 3hall buy myself this week end in putting some 
finishing touches on the project and thus adding another 
point of interest for visitors who may appear if and when 
the bamboo curtain is destroyed. 

‘The Governor is quoted from flew rleans tonight as saying he 
now feels he moved too swiftcly in approving the n ti-racial 
sports bill but that he had done so because the majority of 
the voters had urged him to do so. How does he get that way, 
the majority of the voters and nobody voted. What a lout he is. 

Tell % sp much for the moment and may there be much peace and quiet a 
Lylmi this ween end . 


Sunday, July 22nd, IV 56. 


Memorandum: 

This afternoon we had suqh a nice sprinkle, —about a 
quarter of an inch, which isn t enough to do much good but 
as the cloud coverage continued and the thermqmeter remained 
in the 70's, whatever moisture came down wasn t snatched up 
again by evaporation. 

The sports casters reported the baseball games washed 
cut in your neighborhood. I am hoping the rains disdn t 
hamper any plans th^t might have been formulated to 
guarantee much peace and relaxation at Lyme . 

The departure of the Wenk contingent left 
the week end comparatively quiet and across the frence we 
were but six at dinner today,, including Pat and Joe P.egard, 
Celeste's nephew from Hew fberia, up for_the week end. 

The dinner itself included a couple of things I like much,- 
sliced tomatoes, ripened on the vine, with an excellent oil 
a ;ld vinegar dressing and stuffed p belle peppers with a white 
sauce • Ice cream smothered with fresh peaches rounded out 
the fried chicken, green peas and candied sweet potatoes, 
ice tea and orange cake, all of which when the sprinkling began 
shortly afterward, made the word, siesta, seem like one of 
the most natural things in the world. 

That Marshall woman telephoned last night to 
ask about several point concerning the articles 
for the Pilgrimage publicity. She said she is getting 
along alright although there is $ necessity many adjustments 
to be taken care of, both as regards her father who is getting 
a bit frail to remain alone, and the question of the 
horte Witch is being vastly effected by a highway widening 


I 
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Monday, July 23rd, 19 56 


project which h a s gougea out rue jronz lawn zo within a jew jeez oj 
the gallery. It seems that as the highway is being doubled or 
trebled in width, at the same time it is being graded so 
that the street level will be far belowits original situation, and 
as the house was originally built on the pinacle of a little 
hill, by the time the new highway is completed, it would 
appear that a ladder will have to be employed to scale the 
heights. I believe property holders in the neighborhood have 
banded together to bring legal action against the State 
for the des ruction of their property values and so quite 
a jigis in the offing, quite outside the decisions within the 
household calling for immediate decision and settlement. 
i . 1 » 

I was enormously distressed yesterday morning when 1 inadvertt 
performed an act I certainly never c ontemplated in my life, — 
the baking of humming birds. i wanted to do a few things upstairs 
in zhe African House and, because it was cloudy, I truned on the 
lights when I went upstairs,'—the first time I have turned 
them on in weeks. Jill Rogers was with me and I lingered 
longer than I had expected to, what with some extra odds and ends 
for him to attend to. A strange aroma gradually assailted my 
nostrils. We investigated and discovered t at a humming bird ,— 
so rare at this bend of the river this year, had fashioned its 
nest inside the reflector concealed in one of the gourds on 
the beans, —you recdL 1 from the picture of Clemence at 
her murals, how the baskets and go: rds are arranged. Well, the 
littl birds were all feathered out but not quite ready to 
emerge from their nest apparantly and the heat of the masda had 
utterly baked them before we ever suspected their presence. 

I have so much enjoyed turning through the photographs giving 
me an opportunity to make a J little vggage autour de votre chambre 
this evening a. d •again I am struck by the trick the camera 
will do, for in the likeness of little Miss Ree, looking so 
g a y, I am struck by the surprising deep auburn of her perruke. 

I am wondering if you, too, noticed this trik of the camera 

and pondered on the strange and inexplicable results the lense may 

effect. I had such a gay muiscal Friday night, thanks to 

the artistry of one G. Feyer and the bounty of little Miss ~ee and 

l'm going to r epeat it tonight before folding...... 


Memorandum j 

Except for an hour's sunshine this morning, it remained 
cloudy all ’'day, —to everyone's satisfaction and the 
general advantage of vegetation. Even the butterfly lilies 
seem to be responding for I notice three or four acorn-shaped 
formations at the end of as many stalks, suggestin^ that 
w.ithin a couple of weeks, the "soul oj a butterfly 
may be expected to unfold. They are going to be behind 
schedule this year but perhaps they will linger longer 
by way of compensation in November. 

The Governor seemed to get quite a bit of time 
on news casts of Louisiana doings today. Yesterday he 
toured one of the Southern districts where T. Ashton 
Thompson is running for re-election in July 3 1st voting. 

As T. Ashton Thompson is a gentleman, the governor cannot 
a bide him and so he rounded up three opposing candidates 
and taking them in his car, visited all the communities 
in the district in South Louisiana where the election is 
to be held, calling on everyone who would listen to him 
that he didn t care which of the three candidates 
with him the^people mighij vote for, just so long as they 
saw to it that they didn t vote for Representative Thompson. 

His clownish activities seem to stir up quite a bit of 
resentment but whether that antipathy will carry through at the 
n nils or not we shall find out only on August 1st, I suppose. 
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Tuesday, July 24th, 19 56 


Just as I turned the page, Mr. Reams who has been doing 
some research on the Natchitoches architects, telephone me 
from the Library where he is working tonight, lie 

acts he thought might interest me. I 
impression Cra's husband and perhaps Ora herself 
official records to obtain these and 
, as Ora had mentioned the 
wanted to do something of .the sort to 
‘' ' i will append one or two of 


h a d run across some j 
am under the 
had investigated the 
pass them along to Mr. Reams 
other day that she i 
a ssist in the Reams effort, 
the points mentioned although they cannot possibly be of 
interest to you at the moment a'lth,ough they may tend to ring 
a bell of the memory at one time or another in the future 
when running through points on. the Natchitoches story. 

j- •?/ * 

In the official Natchitoches records, the name of 
its best known achitect is official set forth as Jo Trezzini. 

An entry in 1819 states he is the son of so and so and so and so 
of Milan, Italy an the reason for the entry is his marriage 
to a Miss Artenuise of Natchitoches . The one or two people 
who have written for print have, in using this name, have 
obviously incorrectly spelled it in various ways, -Trescini, etc. 

In 2830 J 0 (probably the short for John, - Trezzini sold 
the property and building on. Jefferson Street in Natchitoches 
to Lemee the same building which is now called the Lemee 
house ana which has been dated by the Society of Hysterical 
Ladies as about 1835. The appearance of the building, especially 
its interior architectural features, has always led me to 
believe it was earlier than the 1830's, and this property 
transfer confirms that impression. It seems to me quite 
possible that Trezzini may well have built this house in 
anticipation of his marriage to Miss Artemise which, o course, 
would put it prior to 1819. As yet no date of Trezzini's birth 
or death has been established although a list of slave holders 
of the parish in 1862 lists Jo Trezzini as being possessed of 11. 
This may or may not be the architec t, of course, but nothing in 
the record thus far explored indicates the existence of a son 
bearing the name of Jo Trezzini. 


Memorandum 


How nice to find a surprise package in today s 
post, and doubly so what with the presence of 
such an an pie supply of Kools on such a hot day, 
it being in the 90's, —not to mention the 
means of communication, all fresh and viril to 
take the place of this dimming medium currently 
employed. 1 take it that the present ribbon 
is still fairly good but it is so nice to 
know that there is a fresh one to take its place 
within the next week or so when the time has 
arrived and how pleasant it is to think 
of all endez’Jors through the medium of this 
machine flow through the thoughtfulness and anticipa¬ 
tion of little Miss Lee. 

Pardon me while 1 adjust the Denhome margin a dab. 

» 

Asdie from the surprsie package, the inciting mail■ 
was thin with emphasis on the 1st class section. A 
copy of Look came hand, however, and unless I mistake 
the likeness on thereover, it is none other than Harold 
Stasson. If thi s be\ true, Look is to be congratulated 
ona fortunate coincidence or advance knowledge that 
Mr. Stasson was to make all the nation's headlines this 
week a nd their sales must swell in consequence thereof. Perhaps 
Mr. Stasson will be the Republican nominee in 19 60 although something 
tells me that the Republican party is much too conservative at 
present and is likely to be four fears hence to nominate 
anyone as comparatively liberal a b the former Governor of 
Minnesota. It seems to me he might find himself more 
pleasantly situated % if he took a page from Senator Morse of Oregon 
and moved over into the other party. I think 
the vcmocrais might find a measure of popularity, were they 
to set forth Messrs Stevenson and Stasson for President 
and Vice President. 


As for Soldini, his first name was Joseph, apparntly, 
and was associated with Trezzini, He is listed as having 
married Felicite Knight (of this Parish" in 1854 and again in 
1869, the latter perhaps a religious ceremony but that is merely 
a guess, and this may have been a son, of course of the original 
Soldini A post bellum marriage with a Somperyac is mentioned in 
the records. Soldini also in 1862 had about a dozen slaves. An 
so much for the record and forgive this tangent. I 11 do 
better, 1 hope o?i the morrow in coherence . 


Apparently the rains have vanished again from this region 
and 1 suppose it will be another month or six weeks before we 
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get another d a b of dew, —along about the time the 
hurricane season sets in, 

I, spite of the heat, I betook myself and a helper 
to A-renbourg this morning where we cid quite a lot m 
generally opening up spaces round crepe myrtles, 
pears, persimmons and what not. Tie vines and grj.pe vines, 
too, had to be eradicated in places where they had taken _ 
over other ve etation _nd some thorn trees, perhaps SO feet in 
height, had to be encircles at taeir bases with a saw to ae^den them 
and so permit adjacent trees to proceed with their growth without 
being ov-r shadowed by theirthorny neijhbors. I have in¬ 
tentionally let many of the thorn trees grow as their presence 
di scourages trespassers. How if I could only buila some 
elephant traps to capture marauding s tock, everything 
would be dandy. t>ut lC ll in all, things are looking pert 
and pretty and 1 don t mind being alittle on the weary 
side tonight in the realisation that opportunities 
for maximum growing up yond.er is altogether f a vorable • 

I rc„d some more last night fr^v i The *Mry of by 

Coon and found what little I exp'll .■ r-. ’ ~~est. I 

was in that section devoted to cen~ ,‘ ] 1 e 

in America and how it jot that way • - appears tnav about 

2,000 B.C* seed of a particular cultivated Indonesian 
cotton was crossed with a wild American variety, producing 
a distinctive strain that drives the archeologists crazy trying 
bo figure how tf-\c crossing both of the cotton ana the ocean jogs 
effected and it certainly is something to speculate about. There 
is 3 uch an abundance of samples of early Peruvian weaving, forever 
turning up in the graves of the Inca burial grounds that 
experts in the department of Agriculture go around in circles 
trying to establish the how of it all # I gather that our a.ices ers 
were just as foot loose $8 we are > --or possibly more so. I 


was 
as, 

the 

odd 


'j he 


lad to refresh my mind on several points 1 had forgotten such 
for instance, that tne sweet potato, poison ivy and 
morning glory are all of the same family which certain seems 

enough. 


So much for a literary evening and 
mail and then * ~ .. J ■“’* 


literary evening and now a must get to 
for another round with our a mbulating ancestors . 
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Wednesday, duly 2bth, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

» J ■-* 

The thermometer continuesaround the 1 00 mark 
a nd the heavens reveal onot the slightest hint of a cloud 

that might be considered a repository of rain drops. 

* 

■it's always nice hearing from Helen and you will find 
her remarks on the Marshall set up as interesting as did I. 
It will be an unexpected piece of good luck if 
things are so adjusted that t ewidower can fill in the void 
created by his wife s death a,id at the same time maintain 
his residence- in town to which he has been accustomed for 
the past * for the past 36 or 40 years. It always 
seems to me one of the-great tragedyies of old age is the 
necessity that too frequently occurs when people approaching 

“ind it necessary to place themselves 


the 


in saying so, I should stop to 


end of life's journey 0 
in a new habitat. But 

ponder on the point that lots of people, perhaps the jaajority, 
find delight in the prospect of perching on a new branch and 
so deserve congratulations rather than condo lences. 1 am 

under the impression, however, that Mr. Ramsey is the type 
who would always prefer "staying put" and I hope he may 
do so from here on out. 

. And speaking of that situation, Carolyn called tonight 
to ask about some points regarding the Natchitoches 
pilgrimage publicity. She said her brother and family are 
still at Marshall and that everyone seems to be getting 
along alright and that she hoped to get down to Natchitoches 
for a confere ces with the Hysterical Ladies late next week. 

And just before that call came in, there was one from 
I. S. "illard who wanted to r eport on her travels up and down the 
State. She has been giving some talks at some college in 
Lake Charles and Jbew Orleans and although she had started 
for home when leaving the Crescent u ity, stie had changed her 
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Thursday, July 26th, 19 56 


mind while en route and goneover to Bay St, Loui 
she had remained a week or two with friends, Sh 
interesting to tell me on that score, she said, 
with her custom, she got so far off on a tangent 
never did reach the point and 1 got so sleepy be { 
finished that 1 simply lied and said someone was 
a nd had to break off he connection after a full 
unchartted meanderings about the state of things 
Louisiana. 


Memorandum 


Our heat and drought continues but Anna, the first 
of the 19 56 crop of hurricanes, is said to be kicking up 
her heels in the U ulf . around'Tampi co, Naturally, I am 
holding the thought that Anna may swish her accompanying rain 
veils in this direction and provide some of the dampness that has 
failed to develope along the usual lines of cool Canadian 
n ir moving down this way and bringing persipitation, 

• • 

Early-early this morning, 1 ran into a word on the 
radio that delighted me. Apparently I was on some Texas 
station and. i regret exceedingly that I feel asleep again before 
the identification letters were given. The word was 
"Eye-lay dee Fra)i-say" and of course the newscaster was 
talking a bout the collision of the Italian liner off Uantucket 
and the rescue of 7 60 passen.gers by the He de France, 

It was all clear enough when later i heard the parti ulars but 
at the time I awoke, semewhe re before dawn, the first thing I 
hears was "Eye-'lay dee Fran-say" and all I could do was to 
roll over, try to stiffle my screams with a pillow and 
by some miracle, go back to sleep . 

And among other thoughts the report of this loss of the 
Italian liner brought back memories of a letter Tilloah once 
wrote to a Dane named Sven when the French liner burned in the 
South in tlantic • v 


This afternoon, M a ry Gunn came up from Magnolia with some 
friends to see Celeste and took time out to run over to see me for 
a little chat alone, --probably the last one I am likely to have with 
her for seme time since her schedule seems pretty tight from here 
on out until after her wedding. She asked me especially to 
come to her wedding and the reepetion, 1 told her frankly ± would 

not be going to the wedding and doubted, very much if I would make 
ihe reception if the Wenks, as threatened, showed up for that ✓ 
festivity, but that I knew shoe would understand, which she didH 


_ 







T 
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■that I hoped, after the honeymoon, she and her husband would 
venture along this bend of the river when all of us had 
the leisure for a nice long chat, Vie parted o;i that note and 
it was all very pleasant. 

J, H, heard from the Genera'l who with, his wife is in 
Estes Park, Colorado. They plan to pass this way tomorrow night 
on their way back to Baton Rouge and will emai n until 
S turflhy ,card from Joe today mentions nothing about Atlanta hut 
Pat tells me his papa is expecting to be transferred there any time 
now and Juanita, vriting to Celeste, reported the sane thing. 

Joe 's card sound as though he is quite satisfied with the world but 
it does seem odd he didn t mention the new Georgia appointment, 

, My telephone went of of commission at noon and 
remains out tonight but 1 >as glad that before in broke, — 
in the midst of a conversation, 1 was able to chat a little 
with the Episcopalian, father «ilson, of Hatchitcches, who telephoned 
me to chat a little and to re^.d me a couple of paragraphs from 
o booh by one Lorens Van der Post, entitled "The Eye of Africa 
or some such The paragraphs F ther "ilson read spoke of the 
racial thing*.in SoutlJifrican ana pointed out that in the opinion 
of. the author, too much had been stressed on the economic 
improvement both of African and Indonesian natives. The point 
VanderPost was making was to the effect that African a,id Indon.esian 
resentment against those of the white European stock who had 
m a nifestly done much for the improvement of their countres was 
the fact that the look, in the eye of the.white oer-lords was 
the real reason why the natives would gladly be rid of them. 


Father 


Wilson told me that a little group maBc up of himself, 
Milton'Beckerman, Mitchel Beams and somebody named 
Rosencrater, or some such, who teaches History at the college, 
meet once every couple of weeks and discuss matters of mutal 
interest to themselves which, 1 tu ke.it, revovles pretty much 
around thcracial thing. Father "ilson says he had never thought 
of leaving Natchitoches so far as he. himself was concerned but 
sometimes when hislO or IB year old children come home from school 
spouting "hill-billy-isms", he ’s not so sure he wouldn t do well to 
provide tnem with different classmates, Herr R-sencrater I know not 
if the others do, I have no doubt I should, and perhaps 1 shall 
accept their invitation to join their little club when summer s done , 
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Memorandum : 

The first butterfly lily of the season will come to 
yo~.r attention, unless I greatly mistake, on the opening 
of this memo. At first dark tonight, as I was passing 
by the Chapel, I detected an ever so faint aroma which 
could come from, nothing save a butterfly lily, I O ot 
a flashlight ana did a bit of exploring and Lo’.', there was 
a tube ..shaped bud which, because of the warmth tonight, will 
surely be unfolded by morning, -i shall accordingly leave open 
the envelope until we see what tomorrow’s dawning may brin.g forth. 

The General and wife who had advsied they would arrive 
tonight after supper put in an appearance at 4:30 this afternoon. 

The wife wnt to Celeste s and I did not see her as she did 

not come with the General to break bread with us. The 

General looked well, 1 thought, and had many interesting things 

to tell ,about Estes Park which is two miles high, __a mile still 

higher than Denver which 1 had not realized before, I asked 

him if this altitude didn t have a pronounced effect on 

travelers with a heart condition and he.said it did He said 

that during their stay there of .bout a week several people came 

in purusance of reservations made long in advance and lie 

mentioned one may with his family from Alabama who arrived one evening 

a nd although the reservations were for a month, they whole 

party departed the following morning. He said that youngsters 

frequently turn a blue-ish color and are extremely indisposed, 

In the Coon book, "The. Story of Man", I had recently 
read that after the Spaniards took over the Inca empire 
in Peru, they had to leave nearly everything to the 
enslaved Incas to t do inasmuch as the altitude to which they 
were unaccustomed made it impossible for the Spaniards to do anything 
much except, 1 suppose, wreck the civilzation and enslave the 
populace. I haven t had enough experience with altitudes to know 
if they would effect me much or not but t suppose, like everyone 
else, u would re-act as the average .person does. I was wondering if 
little Miss Lee experienced much difficulty in the altitude of 









I 
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Sunday, July 29th, 2956 


It almost tried to sprinkle this everting but never did get 
a nywhere although the thunder made quite a racket and the 
static made it next to impossible to get anything like 50 percent 
of the radio reception. 1 did bend an ear in the direction 
of Charles ^ollingwood, however, and if I understood him correctly, 
the 14 year old daughter of Edward Morgan, reported as having been 
killed, had been found alinve on hoard the Stockhom and 
that her presence on the ship is in the "Believe it Cr Not 
department, inasmuch as it is said that when the Stockhom crashed 
through the stateroom on the Italian vessel where she, her mother 
her half sister and step-father were sleeping,— killing all present, 
Lindy Morgan was somehow tossed from her berth on the Italian shop 
to the deck of the Swedish vessel unharmed. As l say, the static wat 
so rackety, 1 could not catch a c onsecutive sentence but this 
is what 1 made out of what did c.me thhrough and if it be 
true, it certainly beats anything about sea stories I ever heard bef< 

>X was impressed by something a little less spectacular this 
morning when I turned out the new .drake and his duck companion. 

Their house is under the magnolia in the avant-cour and the dr^.ke 
was brought to the house from the white garden side of the 
place and so had never been into the iris garden beyond the 
avant-cour. i. Hut this morning, following the day spent 
in their house for getting acquainted and accustomed to each 
other, they were turned out, it was not the duck who has at grown up 
here to led the way through the a ant-cour gate and on into the 
iris garden but the drake who had never ladd eyes on the 
place before and >most certainly could not have known the route to 
take unless, by som sense of which we know nothing, he could feel 
the path taken by his mate and her former companion every day 
during the past few months. 1 let the pair go ahead of me and 
had no need to make any a ttempt at at guiding them, as the drake led 
with such assurance that I could only la,ngh to - myself and at the 
same time arvel at his performance. 

I'm going to finish my mail early tonight and then have a 
dub of a musical with G. Feyer, Ewquire, at the piano. I think 1 
am going to enjoy it doubly as 1 contemplate the possibility that 
in the. white gardpi, just beyond the chapel, the miracle of 
the birth of the soul of a white butterfly is taking place.... 


Memorandum 


I'm wondering if letters are go,ng to be 
advanced or retarded by a new edict of the 
Post Office Department. As you know, in-coming and out¬ 
going mails have had Bayou Hatches as their distrubting has 
as brought in by the trains. On Saturday the trains 
gave way to trucks, so far as mail is concerned, the 
trucks converging on Bayou Hatches „ rom every old 
which way, —and after depositing the in-coming stuff, 
departing with the out-going, —but where their destination 
may be, 2 know not, —Hatchitoches, perhaps, although 
everything will be sorted at Bayou Hatches, as heretofore, 
three times a d„y instead of twice, I believe. 


Be that as it may, it will be interesting to 
notice if this steps up deliveries any and I shall make it 
a point to observe if delivery speed is inc reused somewhat. 
Heaven knows it couldn't be slowed up appreciably. 

According to custom, the General came to 3pend with 
hour with me during his visit. He was here from 10 until 
11 and we dined at 11• 30, after which he and his spouse 
took off for Baton Rouge. Our conversation ranged over wid 
fields and 1 'm always inte ested in his opinions. In 
speaking of present doings at the White House, I asked him 
if he thought Hr. Eisenhower might be leaning pretty 
heavily on Mr. Adams and others to formulate policy and to 
carry it out. He said he should not be at all 
surprised for.it was well known in the Army that Mr. 
Eisenhower wasn't all all given to concentrating 
on details and was want to leave all such things 
to others on his staff. 

• *'*’'* ' " 1 * • ' * • 

I asked him about Colorado and particularly 
about Estes Park. He said Estes Park is north of Denver 
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Monday, July 30 th, 19 56 


aid is a mile or two higher than Denver which is 
a mile above sea level,to begin with. He 
said the altitude didn t bother him much but that it 
was very wearing on some people. He mentioned a man 
from Alabama who had reservations there for a week or two 
but who had arrived at night &;id left the following 
morning, the pressure seeming to have such an adverse efft 
upon the whole party. This reminded me of something 
I had read last week in the C p rlton Coon book wherein 
the aathor remarked that no sooner had the Spaniards 
slaughtered the Inca and the noblity and pillaged 
their temples, they had to move down nearer sea level 
in Heru and Equador since they were unable to do much 
more than exist in the al titudes to which the Incas 
had been accustomed. Thus, except for an 
occasional slave driver to crack the whip, the 
Spanish control of the. Andean country was lert primarily 
to the slaves. I mentioned this in my last memo, I belie 
but repeat it herewith in pursuance of theGeneral ' s obser 
concerning ~stes 1 ark. 

Our dry spell is gradually approaching drought propor 
Apparantly grass is getting scarce for the cows and for 
same of them the sight of such lush greenery in the 
'gourd garden proved too much for them, even though 
they do not eat gourds or gourd vines. But the 
appeal gave them the impulse to e xplore such a likely 
looking pasture and they accordingly broke through 
the barr ers, knocking off about half a hundred gourds 
and trampling them into ruination. I shall 
still have some gourds but I shj.ll miss the ones 
which might have been. 

I put some time in both Saturday and xoday on 
some newspaper articles for the pilgrimage. I 
figure that 3ince several newspapers will be 
using the subject, variations in the composition 
mijht be adva iageous and ^s the Picayune Dixie- 
Roto will have to be submitted during the coming month, i 
seems wise to me that this should be wrapped up 
as far in advance as possible. i suppose that Marshall 
woman will be coming down this way to get some pictures f 


Memorandum 


I talked so,much about the new postal schedule 
in my last memo that I must remark upon today's functioning 
of the thing altogh there was nothing r,bout it to 
give any clue as to whether speed has been injected in the 
operations or not. The postman arrived at 1 o:30 this 
morning instead of 8:30 as formerly and he made his rounds further 
down the river and got b a ck here to pick up the out-going 
things slap at 12 noon The few pieces of first class mail coming 
to haud bore ? i 0 cancellation date that would suggest any improve¬ 
ment in time, as they would, under noram circumstunces, have 
n rrived on Sunday anyway, and of course we have no delivery 
on Sunday. 

I was vastly distressed at dawning to discover the 
cows had made another descent on the gourd garden during 
the night, ruining n bout a third of what was left. I 
accordingly be-stirred myself forthwith G ?id by waving 
several wands, was n ble to get a substantial fence all 
around the wire fence that original naked the lines of 
demarkation of the original gardens . . The gourd vines had 
spread so a bu.idav.tly over and beyond this first enclosure 
that the cows, in catching hold of a tendril could pull up 
the whole w vine, and as eachof the several of the several 
vines from the root runs 20 or 30 feet, over, under and 
around each other, you can readily imagine what one energetic 
pull of an otherwise placid bovine can accomplish by way of devast, 
some 15 or 30 feet from the fence where she gets her first nibble. 
But tonight I can sleep in peace in full r qahsation that a fence 
around a fence has been con rived and what 3 left of the gourds 
may grow along merrily to maturity, —I pause to knook wood, until 
har est time comes, during the interim, I have a fine big old 
copper pot spilling over with lovely colored half jrown gourds fro 
last night's frolic and so even the present heat may induce these 
pre-seasonal samples to collapse shortly, they ar pretty 
while they last and I can thank the cows for my 
new note in decors. 
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Tuesday, July 3 1st, ID 56• 


Carmen telephoned me this afternoon to ay that 
she had had a telephone from Marshall wherein Carolyn had 
made a date to take pictures of ladies in costume on 
Thursday morning. Carmen said that Carolyn reported her father 
seemed cheerful and was going over to Houston for a little 
visit with his son, thus giving the entire Marshall home a 
breather while everybody is away. Ms Irma Somperyac Willard 
will be in town for a ay or two longer, perhaps Carolyn 
will stay with her or, should she depart, occupy her place and 
thus arrangements in that quarter should pan out very nicely. 

% 

as for myself, x am delighted that I have knocked off 
some stuff for the Natchitoches articles and that I don t 
h a ve to give such details last minute headaches, The t 
material is in a somewha^sketchy form, in that 1 haven t 
attempted entire articles but merely two or three pages 
devoted to one or another aspect of Parish and town particulars 
which is much easier to cook up between* interruptions than 
an entire article and at the same time can be easily enough 
fitted into place when the entire article is ready to b e 
assembled. 

. 

The man who is Dr. M a ttas literary heir came to 
see me this afternoon, bringing his wife with him and 
I was delighted with them both. They are casting -bout 
for more ante bellum medical data and, I take it, getting 
no where, but with the mountains o material in 
the Mattas collection to begin with, 1 think the author will 
discover before he gets very far that he already has 
an embarrassment of riches. He >as particularly anxious 
‘to know how I wanted the credit for Dr. Benjamin Chase's material 
acknowledged in the book.and I told him quite frankly it 
made no difference to me and that whether my name was mentioned 
or not seemed quite immaterial. After all, the people consulting 
he medical history of Louisiana will not get ai y farther 
with their seqrch for knowledgeif they should encounter too 
many acknowledgements scattered through the volumes, and 
if anybody should get space, it should be Dr. Chase and 
not the one who passed his material along. 

■ 

It was pififu'l thisufternoon to see Mother Mature struggle 
so hard in an effort to spill out a dqb of ram which culminated 
in a measely one tenth of an inch. But perhaps to morrow will 
witness showers of blessings, -*■ hope . 


mate r ia'l 


Memorandum : 

It seems to me I knew > but never, no Stale having so 
many election days as Louisiana. Be that as it may, we 
had another at today but I ~m told we aren't likely to 
h n ve ano therfor 2 or 5 months. 

I was delighted last night aj'ter folding up my beard and 
turning on the ru.dio to s tumble* on to a speech by Governor 
Long to some Mew Orleans audience. It was so typically 
Long and so perfectly outrageous that it somehow touched 
high point in the depths to which a demagogue can descend. 

5 c relished the opportunity to call everyone dixpxe disagreeing 
with him some such odd names as "smart Alec, referring to 
Mayor Morrison of Mew °rleans and such like. To show 
the level of his discussion of policial problems before 
the people, he went to the tr uble to point out that Mayor 
Morrison had a financial supporter, —I don' + recall the name, 
whom the Governor said ran a house of prostitution and it x as 
money from that source that was denoted to Long's political 
opponents and so on-ayd so forth ad an nauseum t ■ 

■ "t . • • 

And then the Governor took a flyer into American history and 
I am always glad to get instructions on that subject and especially 
from such a source. The Govenor set forth a* contrast between 
the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution 
of the State of Louisiana. Parenthetically, he x ants the 
latter changed to give him more power. He pointed out 
that the U. S. Constitution is comparatively brief yet 
adequate while the Louisiana document is too bulky and un¬ 
workable. The statement that delighted and instructed me 
was at the point where Mr. Long declared that the U. S. 

Constitution had been working well ever since it was 
a p 0 pted in 1 know not the person who has been writing 

the Governor s p speeches but I suppose this ^ tatement, 
like so much of his diatribes, may have been of his own 
interpolationi but I'm hoping somebody will tell him that it 
was the Declaration of Independence that was adopted in 177 6 
a nd not until 1%Q9 did the Constitution get to functioning 
but I don t suppwe. the Governor would be interested 
in such fine points • 
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Wednesday, august 1st, 19 56 


Memo ran dum 


Thirty ljiillion modes ofexpression could not hope to cover 
my delight in receiving your week end letter, posted on Monday 
and reaching its destination in today's post, I gather 
the mails are indeed functioning in a little more sprightly 
fashion, 

And how nolle of little Miss Lee to include such a splendid 
brithday remembrance for Arenbourg . Cn learning of its presence, 

Lestan immediately reproved hirreself for having mentioned the 
strange inconsistency as between the baloony conference of some 
weeks back and the re [uest for coverage from the entire 
transactions in the culinary matter. Me was quick in voicing 
the hope that this reference did not impel! the lady of Lyme to 
vast inconvenience and excuses himself in part for having mentioned 
the gastronomic thing on grounds that he feels the Lyme is 
qflways interested in operations in the Bob and Betty department, I 
must say the latter leaves me a dab puzzled in view of promises 
made both in conversation pnd in correspondence, all of which only 
goes to demonstrate what wonderful things are to be found in dependable 
people and friendships that are as strong in one decade as in another, 
never growing think but rather inclined toward growing greater with 
the passage of time, I may have given something of a jolt 
in my letter to the Crescent City when 1 remarked upon 
the inability of.the estate to grasp the potentials of their 
property and the apparent indifference of the Crescent City to the 
potentials in the Dragon mine. Both cases seem to have the one element 
in common, —refusal to recognize the vast advantages to be realized 
both by themselves and the individual who has kept the home fire going 
in both directions, - both Cane and ^ooper. 


For want to anything else to read, 1 dipped into a 
book by Hipabcth Corbitt last night. The title seems to be 
Cur »!rs. Meigs" or some such and seemed quite charming in its 
n ccount of a contempoary lady in her 80's, 

ft 

1 continue giving thou lit to Mr, °tasson and to wonder 
if we should begin building statues to him as the 
hero of our times or if we should, call i 

bp to now, it seems to me he has succeeded i__ __ 

of the American public to the s eriousness of the Presidential 

and particularly the / 1 ' “ . 

the Cld c-uard Mepublicans are ; 
that ftis efforts for liberalizing th 
hope, the election to boot 


It was so kind of you to inquire a hout the thorn in finger situatio 
a nd to offer instruments for extracting same. They are all out now exce 
one in the middle joint of the left hand index finger and as that thorn 
seemed to strike in the .joint, ±iit is a little slower about coming 
to the surface but x believe it is now owrking out or toward the 
surface alright, I have a pair of tweezers which Lyle left here 
and as the thorns were of good size, my untrained helpers had no 
difficulty eventually in getting them extracted, they are so gifted 
in extricating such things even when they are provided only with 
crude instruments which, in their own cases, often consist of nothing 


outstanding 
in the psychiatrists • 

—! in calling the attention 

f 

ice Presidential election but it would seem 
_ ( so ganged up against him so solidly 

_ party will be lost and, let & 

• •••••• 
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Thursday,August 2nd, 19 56 


,Yhen, at the beginning, 1 was bothered with Jour or Jive which 
were at the surface, having emerged from beneath the skin at 
night, I asked the lady across the fence if she could see to 
removed them. She took one look and declared sh.e could but 
that she preferred not to concentrate on such a thing if i could 
find anyone else to do it, and 30 we went on with our coffee and 1 
h a d no difficulty if contacting assistance elsewhere. 

In response to your inquiry regarding Dr. Knipmeyer, 1 would 
report that a telephone from Hadam Knipmeyer , stating that the 
docotr has decided to wait until Steptember, I believe, to have his 
operation and that he seems in Q uite a happy frame of mind and plans tc 
pass this way each Thursday regardless, even though he will 
not be using his eyes for finer work at the clinic. According 
to the latest medical statistics which he has consulted, 
bout 97 per cent of operations of this variety are successful with 
Tihe patient often see ing better than before when the operation, 
if performed at the proper time, has been accomplished. have a 
feeling that this may be so in his case and I am delighted all around, 
o,;' c o rse . 

I *ontiue hearing nothing from the&ands, who never write, and 
from passing pilgrims whom I never see any more. It's ( 

astonishing how some of the Hands , —rail of them, in fact, can t 
squeeze out so much as a post card when they must know that all 
of us are genuinely interested. Frankly, I thinkfhey could 
do a little better although I naturally do notjjmem to acknowledge 
the frequent letters originating here for the doctor's benefit • 

It is so nice to know that you have enjoyed S . Michel et Chartre 
You expressed it so truly, --Mr. Adams demonstrated such 
a rtistry in the way he presented this vast mass of erudition, 

d so cleverly served up that one almost fails to realise the enormou 
amount of scholastic Sjo very that is bound to have gone into it and 
the infinite amount of pains taken to weed out everything but the esse 
and sc im along over some of .those, as you mentioned in the failure to 
n a me artists and architects, and handling it all so masterfully 
as to make the reader crave for more. It .has been such a lovely day 
a ti tomorrow will >e equally so when I shall have the pleasure of re¬ 
reading your Sunday message, laughing the while in my beard at the 
curiousily anyone could poassibly have about avoirdupoid . 


Memorandum 


I am enclosing a couple of letters or more under separate 
cover or herewith. Hone of them are of' any particular 
interest but they do siiow what simmers on the correspondence 
front. 

That Marshall woman telephoned from town last night. She 
had arrived with a view to making some pictures today for the 
Pilgrimage thing, having made an appointment with Thelma Kyser 
and some of the group of Hysterical Ladies bent on Preservati on 
She was parking at I. f 
things on the domestic front were 
telephoned at noon to 


Somperyac W.'s house an. reported that 
working out alright. She 
say she had -had'her conference and was 
taking off forthwith- for Morgan City for a 5 o'clock 
conference with somebody who has something to K do about the 
oil industry in that region. She certainly had to step on it to 
make the appointment, for Morgan City, I believe, is quite 
a piece down the road. As she has to be back at home on Friday 
evening, I take it her trip is to be a hurried one and I am 
mailing the material I stirred up on the Pilgrimage thing so 
she may have it on reaching Texas. 

Un the home front, the lad es across the fence were awfully 
bugy, what with their Mary Gunn party this evening. Cue 
result of the doings was that 1 missed Charles 0 ollingwood, 
aS Ora left the party to come over to say Howdy. She seems to 
be fine and is giving Mary Gunn a luncheon on Friday, the 10th, 
a nd Ann is coming up from Baton Rouge to participate in the 
Williams festivities and in the wedding doings on the following 
day. It is exhileratifig to see how well Cra appears and I'm so 
jlad that she apparantly is now on the road, -—and well along 
it, to good health. I hope-she will not return to college but will 
devote her time to writing for she really has a gift in that direction 
I believe. And speaking of things literary, Carolyn eported that 










A 
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• vJ w i ; 

L 00 k will not pulished the Melrose Msewn thing as they have 
a 'lready s cheduled a considerable layout on Grandma Moses and 
some other lady. It's curious how th.at story appeals to oil but 
never gets into print. 

And speaking of print reminds me that I wanted to thank 
you for mentioning the items you remarked upon in the Enterprise 
I had heard nothing a bout the Brillo purchase for TV of the 
Aswell s tory. Should you ever notice anything regarding 
Rosalind's suit -gainst the movies for using th,e title 
of "'There s One In Every Town" or whatever was the name of 
her husband's story, I shall be i> glad if you will' 
remarkeufiaA itme wonderful thunder that banged around at a 
great rate about 11 o'clock this morning but in spite of all 
the racket, not a drop of water fell. I keep the hoses runing 
all the time in various places in the gardens and Emmett and Erwin 
are constantly squawking to keep up with the water gurgling from 
the hoes which is, it miist seem to them, constantly shifting 
from, place to place. Emmett, the drake, is still a little timid 
but as he and Erwins an't be separated and as Erwin is constantly 
at my heels, Emmett just a j^out has to follow suit • 

, < • 

in the postal section, I noticed today that a letter from Mew Grlei 
dated August 1st, remarkable to relate, reached here on the 2nd. 

I must report this to o a mes for it does suggest rapid transit 
has really begun to function in ih^t matter. 

i . , . •• / •, . V t* • • f ■ 

I was interested to hear somebody out of Washington say 
that at the proper political moment, -^r. Eisenhower is going 
to announce that he will do aw^y with the draft. This should 
deliver a ^re~.t many votes in his favor, 1 should imagine. 

1 And Cra had mentioned him and his health as she was leaving and 
remarked that a letter in this week's copy of Time suggested, in 
pursuance of all the recent excitement a bout the poisoning 
of the American Ambassador, that there might be a new title for the 
old play, —"Arsenic and old Luce". 

In the field of politics, once more, it seems to me the present 
moment should be ideal for the United States, were it exerting 
real world leadership, to call upon the nations of the world to 
join them in effecting the internationalisation 'of all the 
world water wags, --not just the oceans and the Sues Canal but, 
as a gesture of good will a nd an example of seriousness of 
purpose, to include in the move the Panama C a nal, the Malacca Straights, 
the Daraenells and so on. I fear this has been a hedge podge 
letter. Perhaps 1 shall be more coherent in my next . 

J 
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Friday, August 3 rd, 19 56. 


T " ?, J 


V * 

Memorandum : 

u has been acuriousday, full of people coming and 
going and withal everything mixed up except theioeather 
which somehow never did pull forth a cloud to suggest 
a rain drop that.would never fall. 

From the ladies, 1 learned that their party of yesterday was 
a great success. I am willing to accept their appraisal 
o„ the doings. 

I had forgotten 1 had made .an appointment for 10 
o'clock pilgrims from Vensuela, of aL 1 places and so was engaged 
in a lot of pulling and hauling when they a rrived. They came 
on the strength of the fact that they are guests of somebody 
in the insurance business ad it's alright to have a ybody 
in the insurance business come to Melrose, it seem3. 

I g a ve them a go-round that was almost a whirl and then 
got b a ck to some tidying I was engaged in at Arenbcurg when 
1 discovered it was time for the out-going mail, —I am 
still unaccustomedi to the new hour and so I scurred there, Although 
it was 11:25 but fortunately the man had not departed. And 
just as Celeste appeared to gather up her mail, who shows up but 
one Mary Pringle, of SI people, bringing .five bags with her and 
wanting a tour. Celeste said she thought that would be fine and 
w n ved them in my direction. ti'e bmped into Dan on our way out and he 
was so macfy he refused to break bread. If only they .had be5nn under 
the wing of somebody in the insurance business. 

■ 5 , _ ’ 

The Pringle c ntingent was heagiding toward Qriarwood to 
spend the day. M^ry Pringle has such a ,gift for doing the 
wrong thing at the wrong moment, it isn t surprising she should 
celett the noon hour for a tour. <. 

I did learn from her that Dr. Band hud had another 

heart attack day before yesterday and dL though at home, should e in 


i 
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-v^cVtiS tnoi . ty'.idfraf c.6 ob ofr fruo ioij 

j aid j.'iKiiSm' jniA bad' or.A b«o Id arv i lac 

: «Ur t ! Ilu: m<:•:" aeonq-* , W!'- fr: i~. a* A 

Memorandum : 

ns Aw uaua \o yiiialq eynui-o s'ots i *io\ t ovj yew \|d 

Such a nice quiet week end at this bend of the river and 
may you be a ble to report as much at yours. TWe heat continues 
but thisafternoon we had an inch of rain and while 60 tons of v ater 
to the acre is but a sop in the midst of the current drought, still 
it did tend to cool things off a bit which ought to produce a 
psychological if not a physical.effect on vegetation. 

ZSi\ -sauo 9s’iJ CM -vA . i-•.;*». A' v:: an i**v? 0 Li. S' • o aotf 

The cloud coverage at 4 o'clock seemed to confuse Emmett 
and Erwin who must have taken the absence of the sun as meaning it 
had set. They accordingly forsook their habitat in the iris garden 
and insisted on trying to park on the front gallery, making 
strange noises to indicate they thought it was supper time. 

I had no success in trying .to cotfvicne them that they were in 
the wrong pew and that they hadn t read their .time pieces correctly, 
r nd so I finally set out their supper for them in their house beneath 
ihe magnolia and they darted inside without cn y persuasion on 
my part. 

ul , ';iuj',‘vor ei»Vo ; o '~‘“ ran o food I 

I was glad to do a dab of reading last night, finishing 
the u orbitt volume, "Our Mrs. Megs" and starting theEdwin O'Conner 
novlume, "The Last Hoo-rah"* I read but a few pages a nd 
got the impression it is a good picture of the ruthless politicians 
and political system that obtained in t he United States before the 
in roduction of the Welfare Department which, as has been remarked by 
others, took the wind out of the sails of the old time 
time political bosses. r 

w ti£a- 9 d SaJiad bod 1 as ftbioodfosto 4i;ioo, «• Aa kno >»u*i 

I was beginning to get a little sleepy a * I read last night when 
a racket in the big road oven in the general direction of the 
artist s house, impelled me toward off dosing* It often happens then 


hostpital. She said Blythe isn t accepting the fate being 
handed out and is in a most tefScted frame of mind. She said the 
children, and grandchildren ioesitate about ^ oing to see their gather 
bee ause their mother is in such a depression, which certainly 
must not be of much help to the actual patient. 

Dr. Alban came for dinner and said the pecane crop looks good. 
Tonight a t first dark, the air planes wer whizzing over the 
cotton patches, suggesting they still thing there's something w orth 
while in the bolls to save .from the weevils. 

Carolyn passed this way at 3:30 afid departed one hour later. 

She had reached Morgan City intime for her appointment but the 

oil executive who had made the appointment had left an hour 

be/ore the appointment was scheduled, much to the chargrain of 

his broter _nd his secretary. Carolyn accordingly ran over to 

lJew Orleans and dined and spent the night with the Registers whom 

she found alright, it appeared. I gather much time was spent discussing 

the local bamboo curtain. Kay couldn't understand why I don t 

go over and spend my days at the Bluff. I,have been invited 

to visit,the Bluff, as 1 recall, but I don t remember ever having 

been invited to spend any prolonged period there although both 

Aunt "illie and Kay seem to be under that impression. Could I 

be wrong. But 7 ui e aside from that, and even though Aunt 11 illie 

m a y outlive me by decades, I know perfectly a ell that the moment 

*unt Millie dies, the Bluff will be sold slap and that is an element to 

keep in mind when considering K^y '3 easily rrived at suggestions. 

In Mew Orleans, Carolyn met the only Hollywood diretor she knows and 
h a s known in California. He is in the Crescent City preparing to 
m a ke some sort of a film, to begins the turning of same in 
October. Carolyn figures she will be through writing her 
H a stings House, book by then a nd seems to be considering some sort of 
^ fob down yonder with that concern. One hears so m^.ny irons being 
put in the fire that I never concentrate too heavily on any single 
project tlcat is chalked up at a given time. 
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P.S. 

Three prematurely plucked gourds are inoluded , 
They will go to pieces shortly but I did want you to 
get a peep at them, after which they might as well be 
discarded as they will not ripen gracefully■ 


Honday, August 6th, 19 56 


got out to do something about a tire when another 
car came along and knocked him down, breaking his leg and 
his front teeth, I suppose there will be other details coming 
to hand on the morrow but I trust they will add nothing 
by way of gore, for there's always plenty of that, even when 
one gets but a sketchy account of Saturday night doings, 
y . . . r, i'■■ ... 

This week's copy of Life arrived on Saturday instead 
of Uonday, as has been the case in the past, a further 
suggestion that the new truck instead of train mail service is 
stepping up deliveries a bit . 1 was impressed by 

the excellent picture which went to make up the cover of this 
issue, -•‘thelisting Andrea Loria in the upper center and 
the life boat in the lower opposite corner» I did not 
get around to finish reading the printed material inside 
but my first effort in that direction gave a hint that 
th,e text would be as interesting as the pictures which 
were unusually graphic, I thought • What with a Life photographer 
being on board, the opportunity to make a scoop seemed in 
this instance just made to order and obviously the magazine 
m a de the most of the pictures when they came to hand • 

I had a telephone from Hadam Uillspaugh this morning . In 
town, those having boxes at the Post Office get their mail 
on Sunday and she had just received a letter from some 
acquaintances in Houston, asking her to get in touch with me to 
see if I could get the local artist to do them six rather large 
pictures and within the hour another request came in for eight 
other pictures from other quarters • 

. .''.i .. !>,'.• o t s-v.v. ■ 

The artist was here on Saturday and remarked that she had 
run out of white paint andboards so I had better bestir myself 
in the direction of town some day early thisweek to see if I can 
round up some materials for her • It is interesting that people 
from beyond t/je, borders of Louisiana m a nifest even more interest 
in the artist s work than those closer to home . I had hoped 
to be a bJ.e to- get a few canvases ahead before Pilgrimage time but 
it is obvious that she has worked piled up ahead of her she will 
never finishg and, unfortunately, she does her poorest work when 
she has a lot of command stuff ahead of her so 1 am not expecting 
to round up anything much prior to mid October, 

It has been so nice this week end, having my new ribbon which 
the clerk put in for me on Saturday morning and, as you see, it is w 
along very nicely, and blessings on little Hiss Lee for my happiness 


Hemorandumi 

This is one of those evenings when the old Sand Han 
passes around early and one feels ns need of rocking to 
get to sleep • 

. 

After yesterday's shower, today s heat seems about doubled, 
what with the humidity high and the thermometer higher and little 
activity is needed to get one intq a s tate of u mind recalling that 
oddly spelled word in Isaac Erwin's diary, — oaide"* 
j. . ,. c : r . 0 £•; j. . Li -i T i'i iii *0iiC *u> 

A quick survey of the pear situation both at Helrose and 
Yucca indicated clearly enough that pears were vanishing from 
the trees at toe rapid a rate and so pear picking was put down as the 
order of the day • With the help of four or five men, most of what 
ioas left on the trees was rounded up although it will be 
tomorrow evening before the job will be completed, 

I dumped a big heap of them on the floor of the African House and 
was so delighted with the perfume they exhailed, I put a couple 
of bushel here beside my desk just for the pleasure their perfume 
spreads throughout the house, < 

Louisiana pears, at least so far as all the varieties I 
have seen, do not resemble the same fruit growing in q 
northern clime • The skin of the Louisiana pears isn t smooth and 
the coloring inclines mo e toward brown rather than green . I 
*suppose they might ripen on the trees if ever given a chance but 
that opportunity is seldom afforded them in a region where everyone 
seems to adore pears and can never restrain themselves from eating 
them raw while still hard-hard • I should think there would Ji e 
plenty of stomachaches and perhaps there are but that doesn t seem to 
discourage eating them• I am under the impression that pears growing 
in this part of the country are better if preserved and Hr. Bachelier 
always liked them baked better than any other way • He said slicing 
them in two, removing the center and filling the place with 
brown sugar and then run into a baking oven for 2) minutes or so 
made them more delectable than any other way, 

As I recall, I never was particularly delighted with pears when a 
child • Perhaps thiswas because I inclined more in the direction 
of apples. I seem to be, gxp.djially developing a taste for them however 
and I shall probably end up by finding them my favorite fruit. 
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I am not talking a bout either Emmett or Erwin when 
I report that Buck Reno had hie second stroke today, In 
fact Buck is not a feathered creature but a gentleman / color 
of some 70 or 80 years, and is a nother representative of that 
somewhat extended list of local personalities wit'i nicknames 
stemming from other than the human brackets, suck as my ex-secretary. 

Bog Sapp, or Rabbit Meaiere who was tangled up in the Saturday 
nifht auto crash and so on, 

.• • * o < .> i »\ t:. v • : i A •- ' •' 

And the reason I mention Buck is because he plays 
„ minor role in the general operation of Art as practiceed hereabouts , 

For Buck is a ,brother of Qile Remo and Oile is the papa of Atmas Remo who 

is the artist s helper, Add to these factors the circumstance 

that Buck'8 stroke is his second a nd that there is every 

liklehood that a third and final one may not be very far removed 

n iid then toss in the fact that the artist usually accompanies her 

Helper on his visits to Btttl ERiver to visit his ailing kin, and 

then contemplate the chance of a funeral in the not too distant future 

0 nd you can readily comprehend why it isn t very likely that we are 

going to get much painting done in the dafls immediately ahead 

a nd you will see readily enough how the buck's condition does 

cut ice in the pictorial trade, alre a dy screaming for merchandise• 

I couldn't reach the artist by telephone this morning as she was 
a t Buck'a t This afternoon, however, when she saw pears raining down 
from heaven, she somehow managed to put in an appearance t wearing 
the .unbecoming wig which she sported in the TV film last year, 

Funeral or no funeral, she is wanting some pears and pobably is kicking 
herself around the block for not having appropriated some long before 
this late date • I think she will get the pears and I thi n % some respite 

from the paint pots would be beneficial for her Art, too, as her 

things have taken on a muddy smudgey appearance of late, as often 
h a ppens when she is tired m ind so I am all in f a vor of her inclination 
to 4 company her helper to his visits to Buck's sick bed and when 

that business is settle<f, ending up with a dead Buck or an improving 

one, so will the artist s work progress to greater, satisfaction all 
around and the dog days of Buck's indisposition will give way 
to brighter canvases just in the offing, 

Although you probably cannot use them, I should like to have you see 
a sample or two of Arenbourg pears and I shall put same,' only a few, 
in the post under separate cover,.,,,, 

• . *> i . .i '• r ,■ V i C' :■ . . 1 ' L ■ a' . : ^ - 


ioc. 0 



t i a* s ; ,i Hi» ' ■ 

Memorandum j 

, —S v .. IS j. "It /. . to t 

Horace Rand called me from Alexandria this morning, I asked 
him if it was bad news, He said it was, Br . Rand had died about 
7 o'clock this morning, 

t t 

He said they were waiting for Paul Zing Band to arrive from 
Hew Jork before deciding on.the hour funeral which would be held 
sometime tomorrow. He said the hour would be broadcast at news 
time over the major stations in this section, I listened at noon but 
everybody was talking about baseball when not actually broadcasting 
a game. Perhaps I shall have better luck later tonight or in 
the morning, 

z t 

J, H, chanced to be in the store when I went over to tell 
him. He,Celeste and I will go, I know not what others, 
r. ■ o' vtse •'/ 83-J .i! •••wo - ' Hi Ot ^ 

Celeste was at Magnolia but oailed me during the afternoon 
to ask if I could tell her the hour of the funeral,. She explained 
her perdicament. It all revolves about a chicken. She had planned 
to attend a picnic Wednesday afternoon. If the burial services take 
pl a ce in the morning, she can take the chicken with her and on 
returning to this *arish can go on directly to the picnic but 
if the funeral should be in the afternoon, the perplexity will be 
dreadful enough, as anyone can easily see. What a kick out of that 
Br. Rand would get m 

I suppose Br, Raijd was one of the finest friends I ever made in 
Louisiana, I shouldn t be surprised in a flock of people 
might be c .ble to say the same thing in all truth, *aving been 
so active.in so many different lines, both in and out tkxx of the 
medical field, and so honored, admired and loved, he will no doubt 
be the center of one of the largest funerals in Central Louisiana's 
history • s - 

I shall think of him so often in the days ahead, recalling 
the chats we used to have, particularly those when he would come 
over from the camp to spqnd a quiet hour or two witk me or 
those long nights we used to spend in his library at his home 
when B would.be stopping over with the Rands when heading for 
Hatches, 

One thing I recall with especial vividness is his talks 
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Wednesday, August 8th, 19 56. 


20 V V 


about his children, They have all grown to maturity and 
there are five or six grandchildren, His daughter, 

Frances, is securely e stablished as the wife of Whitfield 
Jack, perhaps the most successful lawyer in Shreveport, 

,Horace is an engineer and doing alright for himself end family, 
Paul King is the head of the Western Union medical staff and 
Ed Rand is in business, Dr.Rand.ioas always mindful of 
Ed Rand and his physical difficulty in walking, for, as you know, 
like his daughter, Ellen Locket, Ed Rand is a victim of 
Perth's disease• Tears ago, Hr, Rand told me that 
he had set aside an extr a twenty five, thousand dollars for 
Ed Rand, I know nothing n bout the respective children s 
financial status but it is my understanding that Ed Rand is 
perhaps the one enjoying the greatest income which seems 
odd enough in view of his father's worries a feu years b a ck. The 
truth is that of all the children, Ed Rand has a million dollar 
personality and undoubtedly has begun long since to make 
the most of it. How difficult, how impossible,it is for 
parent to guess in what circumstances theirx children 
will find themselves as the parent views them during their school 
age,. 

. 

Our heat wave continues with the thermometer a 
few degrees warmer than yesterday when the official 
reading was 101, 

11 i 

Our day's program followed yesterday s pattern of 
pear gathering and the African House .where a fewbushels 
a re housed has an atmosphere that is a delight to 
bump into • I understand the * tore is selling.them by the bushel 
and I have no doubt that within a day or two, this year's harvest 
will have evaporated in the channels of trade, I like 
to contemplate the present stroage place for it is easy 
of access and I am holding the thought that 
many of our friends will make the most of the convenience, 

It would be pleasant to know if the trip to Alexandria 
in the morning or afternoon but as my problems qll revolve 
about a duck and not a chicken, it really doesn t matter much 
either way • I shall do little correspondence tonight, 
and so shall get some reading done, 1 hope,,,. 


% . v... <s? 

Hi il&CJ - • iv,. \).3 C 2 

>e so.-.: viii os s* :r lyv-o’V 
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Memorandumt 

sano Hi tig />!,.. • .'i i \ VIits - 1C-- 

And so we went to the funeral,.—J, H, t Celeste and I, 

■■■ ■ .. s . . s- . . v .• -,i y i 

Last night's radio reports continued references to Dr, Rand but 
explained that funeral arrangements had not be completed. This 
morning's broadcasts made no mention of the dootor or his funeral. 

And;so 1 telephoned the house and got one of the boys who said 
the services would be held at the Methodist Church at 9:30. 

That didn t leave us too much time but we made it alright and 
stopped for a moment at the funeral home te sign the Register and 
then across the street and down one block to the Methodist 
Church which was filled to caopacity,Just as we found places, the orga 
began to sound with very soft tones as the coffin was brought in 
nd the family seated. The minister read a few lines from the Bible 
including the 8Zrd Psalm and,spoke a short prayer. The organ, which 
hddbeen playing very softly, increased its volume with 
non-religious piece which I had never heard in a church 
before but which s eemed very appropriate, — nl ‘he "orld is 
Waiting 1 or the Sunrise," 

, '■ C • o . .Oil 

The coffin began moving toward the door, under a blanket of 
white chrysanthemums. The immediate family followed just behind, 
of course, and the services, ever so brief and appropraite, I 
thought, were over, —all concluded in less than 80 minutes, 

i. o - s "\ci S:.e o ;sb*r. 

As we .came out of the church. Celeste said the Rand family were 
m cars parked just across the street, a wa ting the cortege to be forme 
start for the funeral. She asked if I wished to go over to speak 
with them, 1 said I did not as I supposed they had plenty on 
their minds without needing additional amenities at the moment, 
is i' -t'. ics 92 iiV- - 

We did not go to the cemetery as J, H, wanted to pick up some 
parts for .the gin before returning home. Celeste exercised 
unexpected self control in his presence although she fidgited madly 
while he was out of the car at the two or three stops we had to 
.make. The chicken was on her mind and she was anxious to 
os sstqrig :ol o s6 si no i easier,i sAS tabiui 

e* boo\\ nirto'A in a :.s •_ its noM to\jb& cs SA^i-sse 
oc b: o arti-S slnoac bitus o*U uno« os sasuo? o no* 
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g$t home so she could dash on to the picnic being held 
bout half way between here and the Bermuda bridge• It 
was 18 noon when we arrived home, giving her ample time to 
head up the road and arrive well in advance, perhaps an 
hour, before the eating was scheduled to begin, 

We had used her Cadillac which ts atr conditioned, 
a nd because this is pleasant indeed f while moving, it seemed 
unbearably hot while the think wasn t in operation while we 
waited for J, H, as he shopped, The thermometer was 
102 in the 3 hade and I suppose about 18 5 or so in the sun, 

We are promised hotter weather for the morrow and a low of a boui 
80 tonight and so summer jogs along in accordance with its 
usual pattern, 

interesting row goes on at the moment in 
Baton tt 0 uge where one of the members of the Legislature , 
and fervent supporter of the Governor, —I believe 
the man's name is Reinach or some such, is com¬ 
plaining bitterly about he Reveillie, which is the 
L, S, U, campus magazine or newspaper, Said politician 
is complaining that the last six Editors of that 

university publication, staffed exclusively by 
, university students, have all been in favor of letting 
colored as well as white students matriculate in the 
institution, This just kills the racial bigots 
and they are now trying to force the pu lication to 
change its policy and don't seem to be getting to 
first base, This rumpus is worth mentioning, I think, 
since it demonstrates for the billionth time 
how many of the racial problems are not the work of 
t;e students but rather of the older generation in the 
political field who want to keep a rumpus going in 
order to satisfy their own prejudices and keep the hill 
billy votes flowing in their direction, 

A two page letter from ^ames recommends my attention 
to several Foundations concerning grants to be made 
/to Educational Institutions, &e has in mind that John 
/ Kyser might request funds from said Foundations and 

then, ,tn ,turn t apportion a part of same for me for labors 
expended ,on a history of the community,, etc*, etc, 

Oddly enough, one of the Foundations he r ecommended 

as being especially interested in Louisiana is none other 

than the one over which Edgar B, Stearn prestdes , I am 

under the impression it might be a lot simpler to go 

straight to Edgar B, than all around Robin Rood's barn 

en a course so many thousand people take and so few ever achieve 

with any recompense jor the efforts they have expended, Well, i 

shall see,,,,,, 


Thursday, August 9th, 1956, 


Remo rand urn: 

The first class mail was a little later in arriving 
here today, About the time the postman was unloading 
his Snd class things, Alphonse Prudhomme called from 
Oakland to say that the mail sack for Melrose had been 
left by mistake at the Bermuda post office, 

And when the 1st class things finally came to 
ha,nd, it contained little of interest although it demonstrated 
for the billionth time how Louisiana letters sometime take 
longer for delivery than they should, not only in the 
Bermuda instance but also as the letters included one that 
was addressed by typewriter to me, bearing a rubber stamp 
notation stating that that particular item had been delivered 
first to Stonewall, Louisiana, Stonewall is somewhere west 
of Shreveport, The fact that o letter sometimes goes to Melville 
when intended for M elrose may be attributed, I suppose, to 
the pvesence of similar letters in the same two names, but 
I don t see anying ~bout Stonewall or Buckeye that might 
easily inclinfi one to ead them as Melrose, 

I sow the ladies at coffee this morning. Celeste 
reported that she arrived at her picnio weli before eating 
time yesterday and that she had had a perfectly darling time, 
playing cards with her Satu day afternoon associates at the gaming 
table and that she had remained at the camp until 7, 

. 'i m r «> «-/t i ;x:- * . * > • ' ^3 

She mentioned that the Regard-Courrege kin folks of Mew 
Iberia are coming up this week end for the Gunn wedding, — 

Betty, Keiths and their three children. It is assumed the 
entire Wenk contingent will also blow in from Shreveport,, As 
the.M a gnolia reception will not get started until 7 p.m, on 
Saturday and most certainly will last fsr at least 2 hours, I 
suppose all covers to Melrose will remain over night and 
. . < . %"■ 
iivo: ‘t«o \o dknn oov "tac 1 








From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




8125 


vj; 1 H 


8126 


Sunday dinner will therefore probably number at least 15 which 
ought to put the hostess in a sufficient state of collapse to 
give everyone the impression that weddings should really be 
few and far between. 

It was good to see Dr. and Mrs. Knipmeyer this morning 
who stopped off en route to Mangolia for noon The doctor 

seems to well and will not have his operation until September. 

They are going to BatonRouge tomorrow for graduation exercises at 
L. S. U. where one of their sons receives his PH. D. I 
think they have no intention of dashing b a ck for the Satu day 
wedding doings down the road. 

This afternoon seemed doubly hot indoors, what with 
much circulation in and out, especially in, letting much oven likt 
heat penetrate the sanctum sanctorum, for usually, p keeping the 
doors closed during the day, the mud walls of the house keep out 
the intense heat blasts of the out of doors. Rut something 
went wrong with the drain in the wash bassin of my bathroom 
which no amount of tinkering would correct. It was °: cc °r di y* y 
necessary to cut off a ll water and disconnect the hot and cold 
water pipes leading to the thing and gene rally dismantle the 
business before what turned out to be the top of 
a coke bottle, could be extracted. How such a thing ever 
arrived in 3 uch a place, I cannot imagine as I never 
open cokes in the bathroom but there it was and the presence of 
excessive iron content in the well water easily enabled a 
building up of iron rust around the coke bottle top and the 
a djacent pipe in which it rested. 

Perhaps it tsn t the plumber's fault that he mut always 
put any place of opSration into an uproar, for it may be the 
mere nature of his tearing down and putting b a ck 
together of things that makes a reminder of the fall of Home 
inevitable, but be that as it may, I was glad when the 
job had been completed and I couldrestore order by giving the 
entire room a torough cleaning although I should not have 
selected such an hour or such a day to have undertaken the 
j 0 b had not necessity introduced the confusion as a starter. 

I continue reading from "The last Hoo-rah" and find it 
well done. As a picture of the ways of a big town 
politician, it is excellent although it willbe better m 
the next generation w hen people may, I hope, have beenable to 
forget the newspaper accounts of our contempoary big shots have 
somewhat faded.....• 


Friday, August 10th, 1956. 
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Memorandum \ 

Carrying magnolia leaves to Magnolia seems 
almost as remarkable as carrying coal to Hew Castler, I must say. 

At the coffee hour, however, I sipped my. 9 o'clock brew 
with Madam Regard, Celeste having already taken off in her fine 
Cadillac , piled up with magnolia leaves, taken from Melrose trees, 
to grace Magnolia for tomorrow's festivities. As they have 
plenty of grandifloras down yonder, I cannot imagine why leaves were 
needed from here but I ask no quetions and shall probably hear more thi 
n mple details before the week end is done. Of one thing I am 
certain, I shall not be going down to observe for myself. 

The letter from the Crescent City sheds little light 
on anything in particular except that one may gather that I am 
a bout to be honored by another visit from down that way. It 
was my unde standing from that Marshall woman a week ago that 
the lease had been signed for another year and that the place had 
dL ready been re-decorated but I may have mis-understood, as obviously 
I must have\ And speaking of that Marshall woman, not a peep 
seems to have issued from that quarter during tfie past week 
although there were supposed to be some materials forthcoming 
for the artist in order that she might get to work on some under¬ 
taking or other. 

« ‘ ' . . , . .. , 

In the matter of applications for Foundation funds through 
some scholastic avenue, such as his suggestion that Dr. Kyser 
apply for the funds and dispense them through the college, it 
is to be recalled, — and perhaps James doesn't know this, — 
that Louisiana schools, like everything else of a public nature, 
are always subject to control by the politiciansand 
that the latter never seem to have any qu a lms a bout dumping 
a college President if his remove^l would afford the politicians 


O 3 v* I 


’Oil iiiW 
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Sunday, August 18th, 19 56 


Memorandum*. 

A remarkably hot yet quiet week end and the 
wedding must have been a success, according to varying reports /row 
various people d nd a variety of topics • 

According to Celeste it was perfectly darling • 

According to Pat, the reception was prematurely cut off . 

Along with several hundred other guests, he said he was 
sitting sitting benea'fh the trees perhaps half an hour 
following the arrival of the guests from the ceremonies in 
town, when the lights that had been strung about the 
avenue of o a ks went out • One wuld have supposed the sudden 
darkness to have been caused by some mechanical failure had 
not at the same moment the ceiling light on the gallery gone 
out while lights inside the house burned along brightly • 

Pat said the people, by aid of matches, cigarette 
lighters and what not, groped their way to their cars and 
the majority of the people drove in to town where 
they finished off the evening at the Town House • 

My telephone had buzzed about 3:30 and at the moment 
I answered it, I heard J, H.'s voice • He had not called 
me a nd I had not called him, —some twist in the 
telephone manipulations. I remakked that'I was surprised 
he was already home, but he said he and Madam Regard had 
not lingered long • ' ^ 1 

Betty Regard and Keith came to see me this morning • 

They said they had been in the house when the lights outside 
had gone into eclipse. They had remained until 
> after midnight • They said that one of Miss Sally's nephews got 
pretty drunk and was determined to fight everyone he encountered 
untilfour men caught him by the hand3 and feet and tossed him 
into a bed, as one might ‘toss a sack of grain, and that 


institution that, in turn, hopes to get the grant from 

the Foundation. I could work easily enough with Dr. Kyser but 

Dr. Kyser, before or after the college received a grant, —assuming 

it might, - has no guarantee of his own position and what a 

pretty kettle of fish it would turn out to be if, after pulling 

the strings to get the allotment for the college, some 

politician friend of the Governor were suddenly put intt 

Dr. Kyser 1 s place a n & 80 b® able to dispense the money to 

Long political henchmend • Surely that would be 

or would have 'been carrying magnolia leaves to Magnolia with a 

vengence . 

I am rather inclined to give some consideration not to 
a Foundation but rather to drop a line to Edgar B. Steam to 
ask him if he would be interested in sponsoring a film 
library along the lines suggested by the Horton a / a ir. I 
am under the impression Mr. Steam might swing such a project very 
easily f rom his personal funds and thus save all the rigamarole 
of the Foundation applications, theses and the Lord knows 
what all • I am going to give this matter a bit of milling over 
before I come to my decision. 

I suppose I shall finish ttl he Last Hoo^-rah" this week end • 

I like the book, not as a novel for it isn t much of a story along 
conventional story telling lines, but it certainly is good 
for the picture it gives of the big city politician and 
how some of his more obviouswheels within wheels go round. 

It certainly is familiar enough for poeple who have lived 


in a» y big city or anyone who ever heard of Tammany H^ll and 
its like organizations in Boston, Chicago, etc., etc., but 
here is something for the record within the covers of 

book, boiled down from endless research in newspapers over 
periods of years, I suppose, and I'm glad to refresh my own i 
a nd that others of the next generation may find a good like : 
a way of life they perhaps will not find in existence in the 
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Dee's humband, Mat, handy with o» ice water pitcher, had poured 
the contents of the vessel all over' the man s head, 

I suppose there will be additional details coming to hand 
from time to time but the above give some hint as to different 
reactions. 

Some lady from Alexnadria appeared in a very striking hat,- 
rather large it was said, with feathers running out 

* from the brim to the edge of the rim, . Another lady, strikingly 
costumed in drew and hat of the same design, turned out to be 
none other than Sister, I h a ven t heard any details on how sparks 
flew when they enc ountered each other but I shall probably be hearing 

bout that later, too. The clerk and I supped onSaturday night 
while the wedding ceremonies were going on in town and thus 
I was well barricaded by the time the cortege of Wenks passed this 
way sn route to Magnolia, Around 9 o'clock, I noticed the 
big house was illuminated but I "staid put" and apfa. rantly 
the *enks returned to Shreveport following their 
Magnolia appearance, * ^ 

On the political front, * was a little surprised to hear 

* Mr, Truman name Mr, Barriman as his preference for the nomination, 

I think Stephenson will get the noifiination ax y way and the naming 
of d a rriman accordingly seems a somewhat futile gesture. 

Personally, I believe Mr, a arriman would make a grand President but 
I do 'not tink he can get so many votes as Mr. Stevenson. I 
see but one advantage to Stephenson in the Truman nod to “arriman and 
that is to be found in the fact that in the last election it is 
thought many people voted not so much for Mr.Eisenhower as against 
Mr, Turman, expressing themselves in the only way thep could , — 
by voting a 9 dixxst the maxi he had endorsed, Saturday 3 naming of 
Harriman, therefore, by Mr. Truman, removes the i r man association 
from Stephenson and, should the latter get the nomination, the 
former voters against Truman may now cast Democratic votes rather 
' than Republican one. 

f \ ± -C v J - * ~ * ■ * ’ *' 

From the enclosure, you wtll see plainly enough how 
little ^iss Benhome is going to cast her ballot. Isn t it 
odd how closely she follows the Shreveport Times enthusiasm 
for Mixon, Ch a mbers and all. I shall write and tell her I think 
3 he has a winning ticket and that probably both men will be 
President within Vie next four years. 

There'3 no hint of rain, save for hurricane Betsy but I supppse 
she will be blowing herself out long before she gets this far north... 


Monday, August 13th, 1 56* 


V 


Memorandum: 


sons 


' 11 . 


i / 


9F.0 

i 

r,i 
i TO 


.0 


i 33 -» . 

, -T S' 


How nice to find your dandy letter in 
this morning's post. 

pi y\ OJ Uoli.s Ut.0 

Four observations regarding the weather, inside and out, 
produced a smile of complete understanding on my part, for 
I find myself wondering how people might complain in winter if 
they were forced to exist in rooms as cold as they seem to love 
to keep them in summer. 

. , :j .. ■S V. . io!W2 i . ‘ • ^ ’ - ' • - xi, •' 

For 9 o'clock coffee, we usually sit on the gallery on 
week days but we are of course inside for Sunday dinner and for 
Sunday night supper and it didn't take me long to discover 
that if I hoped to avoid freesing on Sundays, I would 
do well to divest myself of my short sleeved shirt in favor of 
a long sleeved one when making a visitation across the fence 
at ax y time on the Sabbath. 

Last night, the. moon was so pretty and it was so pleasant 
on the gallery after supper that Madam Regard who also prefers the 
out of doors, and I, parked ourselves outside but Celeste who 
joined us, could stand it for long and said, she had to go 
inside to cool off. I liked that for it presented an excellent 
opportunity for me to call it a day. In winter we roast and 
in summer we freeze and I must admit I am puzzled t by the out 
of season extremes of which some people seem so possessed. I 
hold the thought that your new location may be a* bountifully provided 
with heat in winter as it is with cold in summer for somehow 
I never seem to complain much about aplentiful supply of warmth 
when sxxow flies. 

, j ■: j : i •- . T o 

I was surprised to learn of your visitation from South of 
the border which seems to have occured much sooner than I had 
anticipated I am glad for the parent's sake that the operation 
is going to be so soon for surely it will be helpful to get the 
matter settled one way, or, .tti£ other just as soon as possible and thus 





VI 
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Tuesday, August 14th, 19 56* 


Lv' :■ < j " ‘. 


e 


el.minate as many days as possible the uncertainty that is 
bound to hang heavily over them until the business has been 
taken care of . 

The prolonged silence from Miss Ramsey came to an 
end last night when she telephoned~Trom Marshall along a bout 
9:30. She said she had found her brother s family at home 
when she returned from Hew Orleans, and had been busy with them 
and wit making arrangements to secure a couple to remain 
in the fern ily home so that her father may not be d one There 
seems to be something about doing so mething on a movie or some such i 
flew Orleans sometime in$petember antT I suppose she is welcoming 

'opportunity to get domestic matter s ettled prior to that date. 

1 think it unkind to inquire about progress on anything anyone 
is supposed to be working, as against a dead line, and so I 
inquired nothing about the Histings House book. *y guess is that 
there will be the usual flurry when the final date approaches, 
which, T believe, is next month. She said that a letter 
from Warren Ogden of the Times Picayune requested both the 
Pilgrimage article and the one about me. She was going 
to wrap up those stories today and - 1 can imagine the 
Pilgrimage one might be achieved easily enough since it was 
bout ship-shape a nyway but I cannot imagine the other one being 
whipped up for immediate delivery. Somebody in Marshall wanted 
som Hunter paintings but as Cousin Carolyn, to use a Register phrase, 
had forgot to send white paint, as requested when last she consulted 
the artist, the work remains in what might be described as a 
formative state. How I wonder at the enormous amount 
of human energy that M arshall woman can generate but at the same 
time, it seems a great pity that there should be so much 
of it and time lost by the chicken without its hat on hurly- 
burly. 

• • 

Our heat continues as does the drought but I don ft mind 
the heat and the drought has done all .the damage it can 
to the cotton crop so no one has to worry „ bout that. 

Tonight 1 expect to skim into Jeffery Hoare s The Hissing 
McLeans" a little further although except for the disappearance of 
that British diplomat and later his wife, I'm not sure 
there is much of interest........ 


• . 


nooo.- U 


i't. • -J‘ 


irtus s-ryos 


Memorandum : 

■, •: : . yi - - -• - " 

Our drought continues and the pecane experts, — 
three of them were here for dinner, said that the 
absence of moisture would discourage the trees from 
presenting the bumper crop that had been expected. 

• 

1 was surprised and delighted when Bobby Beblieux 
and his wife dropped in to see me this afternoon. They 
are so much more like high school kinds than a 
married couple there seemed to be some sort of a lag 
between their i appearance and their conversation. 

. 

Bobby leaves tomorrow for Colorado Springs and 
a few days later his wife leaves for Germany. Bobby 
who is in the Army will be sent to Europe shortly, —by 
air, T suppose, and husband and wife will join each other 
somewhere in the Munich neighborhood where they will 
reside for the next year or two. I had supposed the Army 
gave courses in basic languages, especially in European languo 
when troops were to be garrisoned in a given region for a 
period of time but Bobby said he had never been given any 
instructions along 3uch lines. Perhaps the languagage 
training was merely a war time thing and did not hold over 
during the peace time era although I must say it does 
seem to me if might be equally as important at such a time 
if not more so. 

I, v, A’S b^hr* - OS J’. . v TP UJfl • \,0 - 

I fiddled around last night and so missed hearing 
the first half of Governor Clements key note speech at 
.the Chicago Convention # .As an old time political 
speech, it seemed effective but 1 thought it might 
h ve wooed more Republican votes had he omitted his 
references to.Mr. Eisenhower. He is gifted in his 
combination of words and I thought it quite telling when 
he employed that unholy quartet, - Nixon, Dixon, Yates and 
McCarthy. 

•• . 5 " - 

I am hoping you had the good luck to witness the doings o 




I 
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Wednesday, August 15th, 1956, 


TV, Everyone says the movie which the HBC net work 

carried, —Pursuit of Happiness, a* introduction 

to the Clements' speech was very effective, I am amazed 

that CBS omitted it from its broadcast, as I understand it did 

I gather that the whole evening was based more on 
a TV basis th a n radio and I assumed this to be especially 
ture in the case of the little girl and little boy who 
followed immediately after the key note had been sounded, 

■it was only later 1 learned that the little girl was the 
child of color who had been 30 successful in the spelling beee 
which some net work had present a while back and 1 assumed 
the little boy was the financial wizard of whom I had heard 
mention before, but since ^ofc Trout did not el a borate 
on the appearance of the pair, it must have been assumed that 
the majority of the listeners were on TV so that explanation 
would be unnecessary, 

I know not if the transmission was beginning to 
get out of hand or not but it struck me that Mrs, 

Roosevelt's voice was pitched higher than usual, It 
was said she spoke without notes and if so, it was a remarkabl 
speech although probably it would have been balanced somewhat 
differently, had it been written. Just as she finished, 

Bob Trout said that "we shall now pause for a short 30 
seconds for station identification" but it turned out 
to be among the longer 30 seconds I can recall. After 
much quiet, in fact, the Hew Orleans CBSstation WVL to which 
I was tuned remarked that a musical interlude would 
follow until mechanical imperfections had been taken care of, 
and the mu 3 ic was still playing half an hour later and 1 
turned off my machine and so ended the night's Chicago 
performance• 

Today's post brought the enclosure. It is kind of 
Maude to write Madam Marco 's friends but somehow what t 
she reports doesn't seem alarming, and I hope she hasn t 
understated the situation, It seems to me unfortunate 
she failed to sign her fu^l name or to indicate it on 
the envelope but she didn t and so I am unable towrite her 
direct as I do not remember her last name, I shall accordingl 
write Mrs. Brandon and phrase my appreciation as dexterously a 
I can although that may represent something of a trick, 

Hope Betsy plays out as she races northward before reaching Ly 


Memorandum\ 

* • - ■ « ' ' 

Thi 3 is the point of ohe old Louisiana custom : 

O . > . v 1. ■ * * *J • * ^ * ... 

You employ three secretaries to do the job of one, being 
mindful that while on days when there is little to do, you 
will get all three while at the same time when the mails 
run somewhatheavy and you could y use all three, you may at 

least expect to get the services of at least one, 

* 

That is known as the law of averages and it usually works 
pretty well but sometimes there are expections to even 
that, as in the present week when all three suddenly vanished in 
a group without warning, all suddenly blossoming forth in 

military uniforms• 

: v • • 

It is perfectly true that such as they are, secretaries are 
always available at a dime a dozen but during cotton and pecane 
harvestit is a little more difficult to round up assistance 
during the two or three months whenthe lure of gold in the cotton 
nd pecane sacks easily out weigh the more prosqic but more 
constant year 'round shekles whose jingling isn t half so 

effective as during the other 9 or 10 months of the year, 

’ 

Some notion as to the shortage ,of this year's cotton 
crop may be judged in part by today s start a* the harvesting 
of that staple, In this locality, there ii usually about 
a bale or a bale and a half of cotton produced on each acre. They 
tured loose a flock of pickers toddy on six acres and the 
result of a thorough picking was one bale, At this rate, 
the muisc of industry from the direction of the 'gin ought to be 
of fairly short duration this season. 

As I waited tonight for secretaries, asiujing one or 
another might pass this way after the movies at the honkey- 
tonk, I listened to the Chicago convention until rather 
late but found it rather dull for the most part. Somehow 
the deigates don't seem so boistrous this year as they sometimes are. 


...... »i 








From the Francois Mignon Papers, #H-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8135 


8136 


t 

, and 
justify 


* I found myself a bit puzzled as to why some of the 
fforthern delegates kept insisting on strengthening the 
phraseology of the Civil xi igh s plank, Personally, I should 
prefer the strongest possible plank but my sympathy did not 
coincide with those delegates who kept on insisting that 
the plank incorporated in the platform be taken out and 
^ new and stronger one inserted in its place, After all 9 the 
platform, as everyone must agree, is something that nobody 
ever pays much attention to, once it has been accepted and the 
Lord know neither Democrats nor Republicans ever give it 
second thought, once it goes on to the record , And because f 
it is of such minor importance, it seems to me that i doesn 
matter much just how the precise wording of a sentence may run 
under no circumstances does this battle over wo d arrangement 
the possibility of the struggle to carry such a point doesn t 
justify the chance dsm of splitting the party in two, 

I thought the someishat high handed but very dexterous fashion 
in which Sam Raeburn handled the g a vel and his speedy interpretation 
of the relative volume in the shouts of "Yea" and "Hay" did more 
than any other single factor in keeping the solidarity of the 
Convention intact, As E, Roscoe Uurrow remarked : 

"It was Ur, Sam's g n vel that proved the most effective 
hammer o^ all in nailing down the planks of a solid platform 

The fact that Ur, Truman decided just before the vote on the 
platform was taken, decided that harmony was the most desired 
element of the moment seemed definitely out of his attitude 
during all the rest of the time up to that point for 1 must say 
his injection of the a arriman support on Saturday certainly 
did more to shake the solidity of the party than a V other 
3ingle thing. Tonight it appears that the high point 
of the Convention has passed since tomorrow will probably be tame 
enough, what with Ur, Stephenson seemingly to have the nomination 
all wrapped up 3 qve for the going through of the nominating 
motions, I din t reckon I shall attempt to listen to all the tom fool 
of the nomi.ting speeches but I shall tune in to find out what happens 
regarding the seledtion of a Vice President, I think I should like 
to have Ur, Humphry or Humphries or however it is spelled but th t 
is simply because I think he is a true liberal and a man w ith s ense 
a nd it is possible that the circumstances call for someone more 
neutral since the people apparantly don t want a crusade but merely 
soothing syrup for this Presidential election, 


Thursday, August 16th, 2956. 

c 


Our heat continues anctBetsy as gone off to sea, I hold 
the thought she doesn t change her mind and blow in to Lyme , 


•\ 5 !. 


Uemorandum : 

I write a little h ter than usual tonight, haui<ng 
spent most of the earlier part of the evening listening to the 
Democratic Convention, , 

I must say I think the. permanent chairman, Ur, Sam, the most 
entertaining figure of the show. Obviously Ur, Sam doesn't believe in 
sticking to the letter of the law as set forth in such hand books 
a s Robert's Rules of Order, In a smaller gathering or in an assembly 
where more vital points were to be settled, he probably would try and 
certainly couldn't get i way with his somewhat high handed methods bu +* 
it seems to me his management of this big, cumbersome and somewhat 
boistrous crowd, his masterful and somewhat arbitrary way of 
directing the show is just perfect, I could easily have fallen 
out of my chair in sheer merriment at the way he brought the 
voting on the Presidential nomination to a close when, having put 
the question: Did the Convention want to make the nomination 
unanimous, he declared• 

"Ihose in favor, say Ahe, —I hear no Does", —banging 
his gavel and edning the business before, anybody had time to 
gasp a negative murmur. In short, Ur,Sam is a sight and 
lucky is the candidate who has such a chairman on bis side, 

„ . v •. • ( s i\ r • j, \ r .$•, Vj%\ -j. 

• 

During t!\e recess period between the nomination of the candidate and 
Ur, Stevenson s brief appearance before the convention, the CBI 
newsman, speaking from the Stock Yards, Inn, reported that a terrific 
row was in progress as between somebody and somebody else, —perhaps 
Chairman Butler and U a nager Finni an, —it wasn t stated clearly, —or 
perhaps between Paul °ulter and Ur, Sam, -- I cSuldn't determine, but 
the reporter stressed, the fact that the row wasso violent that obviously 
there could be no patching up for the split that had developed so quickly an* 
so violently and that undoubtedly there would have to be a parting of 
the ways between the contestants in the arguement sooner or later, 

I was un a ble, through the lack of additional information, to determine 
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Frida, August 17th, 19 56. 


» - v 

the participants and what the row was about, But when the 
convention had adjourned and E, Roscoe and Eric Severaid were 
mulling over the day's dolings, Ur, Uurrow remarked that 
in view of the disagreement so recently coming to the surface, there 
obviously would be a face-lifting operation w ithin the Democratic 
Party shortly and that the oldsters would have to give way to 
the younger leaders, I assumedthe battle that was mentioned but 
not described may have been between Stevenson forces and 
the oldest gneration as represented by those of the Truman 
generationu. Perhaps tomorrow s reports of special 
correspondents will throw some light on whatever this 
squabble was i bout and the participants• • 

Our drought continues unabated , The official temperature 
reading yesterday was 104 but the local thermometer stood at 107 in 
the sahde, It seems much warmer today but perhaps the humidity 
is up a little, making the heat more . oppressive • I suppose it may cool 
some more before morning but at midnight it is still in the mid 80's, 

4 Even the gourd vines w/iich can take a lot of 
heat and dryness are beginning to show 3igns of lessened 
vitality,—the edges of the, leaves beginning to turn brown, but 
this may not be an unmixed blessings since the green of their 
leaves has twice in the past two days beckoned to the unhappy bovines wh 
have broken through the protecting fence I put up to protect 
the gourd parterre, Fortunately I chanced to be nearby wehn 
both break-throughs occured and so was 0 ft2e to drive 
off the animals, and restore the fence before any damage was done 
to the surviving vines, 

, ■ > * 

,1 think there isn t anything of particular interest 
in the enclosures but I send along a few samples regardless, 

I was glad to learn the Segleau-Register liason continues for I think 

it especially good for the Registers, I was interested to learn 

that *r, Bridahan has not be replaced by the overnor as yet but 

I suppose his head will probably go o» the blSck whenever 

the Governor gets around to turn thumbs down and use 

the vacancy thus created to serve as a cushio for some numb-skull 

from his won odd collection of hangers-on, 

, 

Rumor has it that at least one of the secretaries didn t make 
the grade in his effort to crawl into one of Uncle Yarn's 
uniforms, —I hope, - and so things turn. There have been only two 
all day parties this week, so J, H, has dined with us byt twice thus 
far since Monday .. 




Memorandumi 

Again I listened to the Convention, holding the 
t ought the while that little Miss Lee might be having the 
good luck to be witnessing it on TV, . 

i 0 [" • , % i, ;. 0 J o j ’ • f ' ■ J * 4 JL : . . ■ v V *. ..y 

I thought the way in which the thing was brought 
to a conclusion so perfect, —Miss Jackson singing the Lrd's 
Prayerso wonderfully movingly and a whack of Mr, Sam's g a oel, 
proclaiming that all was finished, 

...The Convention s choice for Vice President did not reflect 
my own but one important purpose of the Vice Presidential 
candidate is that he should be a vote getter and I believe 
the man selected has just that quality • 

' ' t""- •- ■ ■ 

I thought all three speeches were good but in view of 
the Convention doings of Mr, Truman, J thought his speech 
a bout the best that could have been extracted from such 
a set of circumstances and I found Mr, Stevenson's perfect for 
inaugurating the campaign. The Vice Presidential nominee's 
speech was alright but I must.confess I found it weakat 
the end although that may not h a ve been the fault of the 
speech but my failure to comprehend the point hewas 
making a bout having been caucused into buying a station wago 
following the former convention and this year being caucused by 
his children to purchase a convertable, 

r> n <xvr \ ir. V v'<\ r * toP. 

• l 

I was sorry Mrs, Roosevelt wasn t present to hear the 
gracious things Mr, Stevenson had to s ay about her. Two 
commentators have remarked that it was she who put her finger 
on the situation.when in her speech, she pointed out 

that the old order had, as was right, given way to the 
. younger element of the party I believe it was s aid she 
ioa 8 sailing tonight for Europe or was already on her way, I 
am hoping this may be a pleasure trip and if she goes to France, 
I hope they will play the fountains of Versatile for her 
own exclusive delight-, if she finds herself there again, even as 
before • 
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With all the money the Republican have at their 
disposal, they ought to be able to buy brains enough to put 
of a magnific ient showat San Francisco this cmong week and 
so perhaps we shall have some more good entertainment ahead of 
us, I imagine, however, the general nature of the meeting 
will be more in the nature of a formal soiree than 
the somewhat frolicsome picnic which the Democrats put on, 

I, for one, find myself yearning for but one artist to entertain 
me at the Republican eonvenetion and l'm going to be disappoint 
ed if she doesn t appear, —"Arsenic and old Luce", 

Somebody said sfie had gone b ck to Rome and someone else said 
.she hadn \t. If she has, I still shall not give up hope, 
for there s alipays the chance I may hear BobTrout or somebody 
unreeling the doings in San Fran cisco, say, at the height of 
the doings: We now switch you to Rome......" 

Ok *T fi ■ \ fV ^ i 00 T 3 H«k*v C yi” » , o <* o v J 

A letter from Colonel McGuire of Washington. D, C, asks 
for information about Kaddo Indians as between Natchitoches and 
Arkansas between 2803 and 2835, on the assumption that 
the Melrose Library might contain pertinent references 
in the legal battle he is waging to secure compensation 
for the descendants of said Indiana, the original occupants 
of these lands having been given 18 cents an acre for 
their home land at the.time the East was spilling so mightily 
o er into the test. 


Judge Port rie's son who is a lawyer on the case, suggested 
the Melrose contact and I could respond with a degree of 
knowledge of what was cooking inasmuch as I had given 
Mr 3 .Combs.a hand in some of the research she did for the 
same project two or three years ago, 
i' . 

Z advised her by telephone of t^e inquiry and rigged up 
a letter that would meet the Colonel 3 request and at the 
same time put in a plug for Mrs. Combs. The lady says she 
has had qui^e a busy summer but that all rocks along alright and 
I took the opportunity to give her the names of a, couple of 
usually ignored Court Houses in Louisiana, which may well contain 
data of service in the project. 

\ C • r\* o (' t * • c» ty V V\ • 1 \ o / i . t 

T^e gin bounced out bales of cotton, or is it bails, 

today in spite of the heat and so things r.ock along...... 
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And apeak ing of the San Francisco meeting, I 
notice the gathering place is frequently referred to as 
the "Cow Palace"• I am wondering how this name was giuen 
to the hall and I suppose before the news casters are 
finished with this week s broadcasting, 9t will be explained. 

I was somehow under the impression that this hall is the 
3 ame as the one in which the meetings were held to 
draw up the United Motions' Charter and at the time 
of tha meeting it seems to me 1 recall some reference to 
the place and an adjacet building, used for a theatre, as 
h a ving been built as a war memorial, following the 
first *orld Far. 

■ - < 

If memory serves me correctly, MrRoosevelt s 
official plane was dubbed the Sacred Cow but I have forgotten 
now how it became known as such. Fort Forth, of course, 
is frequently referred to by Dallas people as 
n Cow Town"' but that is because Fort *orth is a 
cattle center. It's interesting how often during the 
Past couple of decades the word, cow, has crept into 
usage other than the foun ain head of our milk 
supply. 

For a few minutes tonight, I found myself alone with , 

Madam Regard who had much to tell me about minor details 
concerning the wedding reception at Magnolia, a 
week ago last Saturday. She said that not only did David 
Pierson, Miss Sally's nephew from Alexandria, get plastered 
but, —of all people, T. Sal, the mother of the bride. 

She said Dr. Ambrose Hertzog, of New Orleans, — T. Sal 8 
brother, was disgusted, and her other brother, Mq£, rounded 
up florman Gunn and wife, and told f them they simply 
would have to take care of Norman s mother who o as too 
drunk to be circulating among the guests, whereupon T. Sal 
was pushed into a bedroom and kept there. It has always 
seemed pitiful when a parent has to look after a drunken 
offspring but somehow it seems ten times worse when 
children have to act as guardians of a drunken parent. 

There were some other details forthcoming but they were 
cut short at the appeseance of Celeste who has right along 
told me that everything at the reception was perfectly 
darl ing. 

The artist came to see me this morning. She told me 
that Blythe brought her servant up to the camp on Tuesday 
or Wednesday, setting things in order for a family picnic 
for today. Little Miss Hunter was puzzled because Blythe 
asked Zelma to give her a hand, as she usually astfs 

Clemence. It seems a little odd that Blythe didn t . 

p a use here either Tuesday or today as w e have not heard from her 
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Monday, August 20th, 1956. 

4 4 bet. 1 i. •i it>,v ",o 'a.'. < - 6 < 2' 

y. 0.' ' *t . . 'i. •• 'i o - '"'i 
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Memorandum i . t 

- j - i\• -. .. i 1 \ . 1 r i.!i : SOT 

Weather?, whether one is tired of it or not, is still 
among ;the more striking topics of conversation. For 
the cold front, coming down from Canada with its accompanying 
electric storms, reached,us this evening. We got a sprinkle, 
poor radio reception and a drop of the thermometer from around 
1 00 to the mid 60's. There wasn't enough moisture to do 
'any' good but v getation may breath a little easier because 
of the wintry like temperature. 

r \ "*•• *3 • •• . v h‘» !. -a ^ i ii v ''0 i : J. • ii 

4s for the San Francisco convention, I think the 
Republicans selected a delightful place but because of 
the time element for listeners in the Middle West and East, 
there is much to be desired for the radio and TV 
n udiences. I noticed tonight that tomorrow's session 
has been called for 3:30 in San Francisco which means 
5:30 in this time zone. Something tells me that the majority 
of mid west listeners will not be a ble or, if nble, will not 
find it convenient to be listening or looking at 5:30 
in the afternoon. ABC presents, or did today, the sessions as 
they were being held while CBS skipped the direct broadcast and 
presented the show a couple of hours later which was certainly 
more likely to find a greater number of customers. 

i ... -S r. i ^ ri i 

In comparing and contrast,ng the Democratic and Republican 
key note speeches, I find I liked the manner of presentation 
of the Lanfjley speech better than the Clements speech. 

But since politicial speeches influence more people by 

their emontional.appeal than do the dispassionate ones, I suppose 

the democratic one was the more effective for the majority 

of listeners. As for the Nolan speech, I found it wonderfully 

tiresome and brimming over with the usual Mixon half truths 

and just as misleading I really had thought Mr. Nolan might 

h„ve got beyond that ancient Republican hoax of trying to 

m a ke it appear that Wilson, Boosev It and jfruman were 

responsible for recent world military skirmishes but that 

old twisted line seems to be about the best guns they 

can fire. I am rather surprised someDemocrai hasn t picked up 
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this phoney line of political clap~trap and tossed it 
back into Republican laps. For after all, the two great Gods 
of today's Republicans seem, to be Eisenhower and Lincoln 
whose profiles are gracing a big plaque over the rostrum 
a t the convention it is said, --Eisenhower 3 uper-imposed 
on Lincoln . flow, if *ilson and Biosevelt were 
weir mongers because they were in the White House during two 
world wars, what about Hr, Lincoln who occupied that 
residence during four years which were much more devastating 
to the United States than any other war the nation ever knew. 
And then, of course, it was the Republican, McKinley, who 
lived at 1 ,600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington during 
the Spanish Arne ican War, —and if they want to put Truman 
in as a Korean War President, they they will h a ve to 
accept the Indian wars which were carried on during 
Repbulci an Presidential terms during the 1870's and 1880's. 

All 3 uch talk if tomfoolery, of course, but if the li ebpulicans 
insist on using it, it does seem to me the Democrats 
might as well give them tit for tat, 

The day's mail brought me a check for nine dollars 
in an e. velope from Mr,Bridahan, —just that and nothing else. 
As I have never had a communication from Mr, Bridahan, this 
seems extremely odd, this plain check, although, according 
to James in a letter of a week or so ago, he mentioned 


Tuesday, August 81st, 196 


Memorandum 


How nice to find your Friday letter in today's 


I 3 hiver a little as contemplate your jaunt through 
the land of the Pitim Fathers, I do not recall just when 
the present cold air mass swept down on the flew England 
region but I assume it may have been al ong a bout 
Sunday, if not before, I am holding the thought that 
news of the impending cold spell may have reached you 
before you haeaded out and that you took ample covering 
for the trip, 

riij'io' r.j •>-. i litii ui/loi. A *!?>'•, \ 

It remains fair in these parts but the thermometer is down 
in the lower 60 's again tonight and with such readings along 
the Julf States, I can well imagine that •lack Frost may be 
abroad in the Land of theSacred Cod, 

I,am nlad to learn that the operation on the 
little one was performed so soon and I hold t thought 
it may have been a great success. Surely the meeting 
you plan for the Boston area will mean much to.the parents 
in a locality where there aren't probably too .many 
intimate acquaintances, t 

^ \> ' V 0 ^ • • • o . 

And may I thank you for having mentioned the news items 
of interst you ran across in he Enterprise, Everything 
you hadto say was unknown to me until I read your letter, I 
did know that Alton is making himself an automobile but I did 
not know that he had again been successful in his General 
Motors designs, 

, •_«! 6 y i sl'.'i .. C - 0 .' .03 B .. '-'t.iS" £' 4tO\JJ O 

I heard more particulars to$ay regarding the.Beckerman 
matter of which I spoke oh Sunday, It seems that one of the 

. . *\ , .4 *V ' J 

















\ 
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Beekerma'a press men, unhappy in his Enterprise job, went 
over to the 0 unningham establishment and told Charles 
the Beckerman checks were boyncing. A«» a matter of fact, Carmen 

tells me, —and Ca doesn t like the beckermans much, that 
their credit is A No. 1. She told me further that 
Mr. Beckerman had approached Charles with the suggestion 
that for greater effeciency and profit, it might be 
advantageous to have a single newspaper in Natchitoches, and 
a sked Charles if he would be interesting in merging with 
the Enterprise or, if not, if he would be interested in 
selling the times to the Enterprise or, if not if he 
would be interested in buying the Enterprise. Apparently what 
Charles told « I. H. on Sunday was based on little foundation for 
the s tory that was put abroad. 

Oi course I haven t mentioned any of this to the teckermans 
although I did talk with them on the telephone today , tossing 
out the idea that the Enterprise run a series of articles 
similar to those Mrs. Moore wrote for the Natchez Democrat, with 
view to joining them eventual ly into a special Pilgrimage 
edition and the beckermans seemed to like the idea which was 
new to them. 

I felt a bit noble tonight in forcing myself to listen agnin 
tn +ho depublican doings in San Frai cisco. That meeting thus 
far has offered mighty little bounce for the delectation , 
of the radio and TV audiences, it seems to me. Mr. Hoover's 
speech was typically Hooveresque, still fighting 1932 
dragons although the Republican Party itself has long since 
accepted all the Roosevelt reforms as *~spel. 

The only mild surprise I got was from the electioneering 
of H. V. Kaltenborn who did less reporting th a n editorialising 
today. Following the Hoover speech which he praised extrava~ 
gahtly, he explained that there might have been no prolonged Hoover 
depression if F. D. R., on being elected, had gone to Washington 
to help Mr. Hoover, as between the November election and the 
March induction into office. This is the wildest twist I have 
run across yet in trying to place the blame of the Republican 
depression on the newly elected Democratic President.. Naturally 
the man in office in 1932, as President, had the r esponsibility 
of running the Government but if there is ai y doubt in 
anyone's mind as to how impossible it would have been for 
F. D. R. to have accomplished anything as a assistant 
to Hoo er during the interim, one only has to note that now, 

of rugged individualism. Poor Mr. Hoover.... 


- : -> 



Wednesday , August 22nd, 19 56» 

. ,v. v • ' n ism ' 


Memorandum : 

, * ^ - 1 

It warmed up a little today but tonight it 
is "air-ish " again. Somehow it always seems out of joint 
when States along theCanadian border have temperature 
readings in hte 90's while at the same time those 
along the&ulf report 70 readings .«. I am thankful 
that the present surge of cold.air came in August 
instead of Januaryfor the force this spectable presents 
in driving the mercury down from the 200's to the 50 's 
would most certainly have frozen everything tight, had 
■ it invaded at a .time when the theremometer was alwueady 
down at some moderate figure. 

I finished Han3 Kohn's "20th Century" which was 
informative in a University Press sort of way and last night 
I turned to "The Land and People of SouthAfrica" by Payton. 
This book is short and of a nature that young people 
might read it without being bored, as it doesn t go in 
for statistics and detailed information but rather is 
a successful attempt to give one a casual glance at 
the developement and result of such developement of the 
Union of South Africa neighborhood. 



I found one section that interested me and hich 
will drive crazy that Marshall woman if I pass along 
the particulars to her as I think I shall. For one so volital 
a s she, I can readily imagine she will be dropping everything 
andconcentrating on what might easily .be a splendid 
tangent to the Norton project. 

, rk. i . u v. ‘i •' : 

The author, Ur. P a yton, devotes a few pages to 
the city o f Kimberley . a place of some 60,000 souls, 
a nd famous, of course, for its production of diamonds. 

After giving one some notion as to how diamonds ar mined and 
how their presecence in Africa became know and were engineered 
on to t he world market, Mr. Payton, on le a ving the place,— 
the Kimberley offices, suggests we wal k down the street 


f 
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Th rsday, August 23rd, 2956 


to the second great treasure of Kimberley, — the 
Dugan Cronin Bantou C a llery. The name of this g allery s terns 
from the African tribes, known as the B a ntou, and from 
the name of a young mining engineeer of some years back 
by the name of A* Dugan Co min. 

Over 2 5 years ago,the young engineer began 
taking pictures. The African tribesmen would come nto 
Kimberley, wok like slaves in the slimey mines and then 
at the close of their stint, would wash themselves, resume their 
tribal garb, and return for a season to their families miles 
beyond the c nfines of white civilisation. He was impressed by 
the transofrmation, following their mining, of their facial 
expressions,,the return to dignity and innocence the prevaded 
their features • He captured these expressions then a nd there and 
soon every holiday he could demand or weedle out of the de Beeera 
Company, owners of the mines, he would take holidays and leaves 
to accompany the men to their tribal Acmes where he continued 
taking pictures of the people, the men, women, children, wi ch 
doctors, brides and grooms, festivities, etc., etc., and the 
de Beers people aided and encouraged him and in the end over 
3,000 rema k a ble photographs were assembled and today 
constitute the n 3econd treasure" of Kimberley, in the 
Dugan Cronin Bantou B a llery. White ci vilization has laid 
waste to thetrifal lands and the expressions of dignity and 
innonce no longer survive in the land. 

It seems probable that thi3 photographic treasure has 
been reproduced in book form but there is a chance it hasn t. 

If not, what a wonderful medium it would be for one to bring 
out, with every other page a photograph of theAfrican face of 
25 years ago and the same subject as it appears today. It could 
be a sort of glorified "You Ha ; e Seen Their Faces" on 
a continental or almost global scalein done properly in book form 
and at the saye time provide a keystone in the Horton type of 
project. Can t you see Hiss Ramsey dropping e verything at such 
a suggestion and scuffling abou to find transportation to Kimber 
This book b^ Allen Payton carries a 1955 cqpyright and is 
published by Lippinc ot. I suppose it hasn t had wide 
circulation and may not have struck anyone as yet as it did me, - 
that this Dugan Cornin Bantou thing was just made for somebody 
to go to work onphotograp hically for the delectation of the 

And that makes me remember that 


Hemorandum 


I have just finished listening to the Nixon- Eisenhower 
acceptence speeches at San Francisco. I thought the 
tests of both, with one notable exception, excellent political 
papers. The delivery of both seemed to me exceptionally 
effective. As o» opening salvo for the impending 
campaign, they both represented telling blows, D have 
no doubt. I imagine they were even more effective for the 
TV patrons. 

ap c *\ ■ M ^ 1 »- ft A X «\ 1 * p ixtvi •• i « \ * . • > i; fj ’\ , ii Q 

because everything Mr. Nixon says has something hollow bout 
it for me, I ui 11 tell yoif quite frankly I think he probably had 
rigged up with his father s physician the telegram calling him 
to his father's bed side the day before. He had more than 
enough votes to guarantee his nomination so that his presence 
was not required at the Convention, and by trumping up an illness 
excuse in the -farqily, he could get some extra sympathy. 

. }. f.iUrn . o'4-i j v. ' v.i;V so 

After all, his father has been ill for some time and 
he has visited him recently so that there was no shock of a 
surprise in his father's condition Under such circumstances, 
people generally in most walks of life, not only in the theatre 
but in all lines of endeavor, carr.y on. I think Mr. Nixon 
would, too, if, he did not feel, as in the present case, 
he could get a greater advantage by dragging his f ather s illness 
into the picture) just as in the last campaign, he saw fit to 
drag in his wife s fur or rather non-fur coat, his little 
daughters and the family dog. £ut all this may be 
unjust and would not, as an episode, been so notice a ble, had 
Mr. Nixon not squeezed out e very possible drop he could from 
the illness .by bringing it up in his a cceptence speech and 
implying to the people that while his father had been having excellent 
medical attention, it was really they, the people, by their selection 
of him as their choice, had., by some miracle, reversed hi s f ather 1 s 
critical state and within 24 hours effected a marvelous improvemnt. 
Should .the .elder Nixon get ill again on election eve, he no doubt 
could be saved if the electorate would just select his son as Vice Pre 
dent. In my opinion, this is typical Nixon stuff and just another 


American museums and publishers. 

I wanted toask if you think the Insel book on Africa would still 
be circulating on the open mart, that little 25 cent thing. So 
much fort e moment. M a y it be worming in New England.......; 






\ 


\ 
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example of the public's lack of enthusiasm for him as a 
potential . President. 

During the ceremonies of the final session, I thought of the 
Popeof the Renaissance who had honored his illegitimate son 0 / 
a bout 12 years of age a Cardinal, and such royal children of France 
as were made Admirals of the Fleet when 5 or 6 years of age, And 
when the Convention made the 8 year old Eisenhower grandson 
Charinan of theConvention, I found myself wondering if customs 
do really change so much after all• 

• 

From Carmen today I learned that the Parish i3 to compile 
a book on the Parish and that a flock of people have.been appointed 
to bring forth the thing. As I understand it, the long list of 
people selected will be divided into 1 5 or 20 groups, each group 
to compile a chapter, - Medecixie, P.eal Estate, Hater Resources, History 
a nd so on, I believe she said the particulars will be set forth 
on the front page of the mid week issue of The enterprise, It 
seems that Pat is on the Real Estate section and that John Kyser 
is chairman of the History section, the other members in that 
group being district Attorney Lester Hughes, Katherine Winter? 
pominent in educational and D, A. R, circles and Lestan, 

I like all three with whom I shall have to work and it seems to me 
tnis enterprise, called the Developement Board, I believe, might f 

well .bring out something uite xqorth while, — a sort of Federal Writer s 
State Guide thing but on the Parish rather than the State level, 

While fiddling for news at noon today, I chanced on some 
unfamiliar station whose call letters faded before the end of 
the broadcast. Mention was made of a place I have known in times 
past, - Sullivan's Island, inChalreston harbor. Reception was 
poor and I did not get all .the words alt ough it was something 
about somebody who had been found hung with a pice of paper 
pinned on the man's body giving the first name of the 
Democratic Presidential nominee for whom the man had voted, and 
the man's last name, I take it this was a lynching, I know not if 
the man was colored or white, I heard no reference to this crime 
on any subsequent news cast and I suppose Louisiana papers ufill 
not mention it ax y more thg. they mentioned Mrs, Eisenhower s 
letter of last January 25 or 26th, 

The weather cont nues ideal, — 80-ish during the day, 60-ish 
at night, and the sunshine so golden , the sky so blue, one dmost 
forgets thecement hardness of the parched earth, . 




Fri.day , August 24th, 195*, 

'JV 1 * 3$ 0-.» O * • ^ -‘ 


Memorandum ? 

How nice to find Jackson represented in today's post, 
after two weeks of Republicans and Democrats trotting 

out so many Pre3idental great of the past, 

\ ....... 

I have been thinking so much about travel conditions 
in the northeast in view of the cold spell that has daily 
reminded me that early autumn cannot be far away, and especially 
when one fixxds himself in some such place, say, as flew 
Hajnpshire or some such. Just to know that the 
weather is f a vorable makes alt thoughts flowing in 
that direction the happier and I am holding the thought 
that the balance of the jaunt was equally favorable and 
that tonight everyone is back to home base again and that 
all is well. 

Ora telephoned me this morning to say she had run across 
a notice in some paper „6out the re-pu licatioxx of 
some book by the University of v irginia Press, I 
believe the title is somethixxg like : "Uemoires of 
a Monti cello Slave" or seme 3uch, According to the 3 hort 
notice she read over the 'phoixe, the slaue belonged to Mr, 
Jefferson between 1775 and 1820, in fact the notice 
read thatthe man had beexx a Monticello slave oj vefferson 
from 1775 to 1820 which obviously must be an error since Mr, oeffex 
I believe, was xxot doixxg much busixxess with slaves at Moxxticello 
in 1775, Still, that is what the paper said, axxd wexxt on to s ay 
that the slave had talked with somebody in Virginia in 
the first half of the 19th cexxtury axxd the person had jotted 
dowxx what was remembered axxd that the book was issued axxd 
sold out immediately at the time an.d has oxxly xxow beexx re¬ 
issued, I am going to write the Library of Congress about 
it toxxight, 

, And speaking of the Library of Congress remixxds me 

that my readixxg machine wexxt out of whack last xxight, lhis 
is the first time that it ever played out betweexx books. 
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Sunday , August 26th, 19 56. 


and I'm glad that I got around Africa and back before it 
went silent on me. 1 reckon I 3hall skip into town one 

day next week and see if I an get it fixed there withou 
h ving to send it to Baton Mouge. I can read from 
the little machine James gave me if I have anything 
especial I want to dive into in the mean time. 

In i pursuance of what I remarked i n m y last letter 
bout the kidnapping and murder of the man whose body was 
found oi} Sullivan's Island near ^ harleston, may I say that 
I haven t heard a peep since that initial broadcast of uncertain 
brigin concerning the case and neither today's Shreveport 
Times or the Picayune mentioned it. And yet at the same 
time I listen for this story, there is much talk about 
the '^ineberg b a by kidnapping and murder on Long Island. 

It's odd how the radio and newspapers beat the drum about 
the bqby but don't breathe • a word a bout the political murder. 

T dont know if the u outh Carolina man was white or colored but 
since he was a member of the South Carolina delegation at 
Chicago, I assume he must have been white. 

I have only myself to thank fo getting dL 1 tangled up 
for a solid hour this evening when I gave Irma Somper yac 
Willard a buzz. She rambled all over the map and I assume 
must have been craning her neck out of her window to look 
at Cane a iver below her living room, —her house in town 
has much the relationship to the river and on the same bank as 
the Sand camp has here, —for half the time as she talked, the 
voice would trail off into dL most silence but it never made 
much difference if I heard what she ms talking a bout or not, 
so far as endcouraging or discouraging the steady flow. 

She said she was so sorry she had found it inconvenient to continue 
sharing the Pirates Alley apartment but. the stairs were too much fo 
her and there was no one to answer the telephone and that she 
was accordingly staying at the St. Charles whenever she was in 
town. She said she expected to be in the Crescent City this 
coming week and looked forward with so much pleasure to peeing 
the Registers. 

. 

Carmen telephoned me today to say. the Chamber of Commerce had 
just re eived a letter from Dorah May of Holiday Magazine of 
Philadelphia, asking a bout hotel accomodations, etc. I think 
I got a letter from Dorah May when I wrote Mr. Big, the 
Art Editor, about Clementine^s work. Careen thought the letter mean 
the magazine would be publishing Carolyn s rticle shortly and I 
said that was probably it, knowing full well it wasn t. 

And so everybody is back Ume again, I hope and alright . 


Memorandum : 

It appears summer is running ou fast now, what with 
Labor Day week end just in the offing nad a cloud coverage 
here suggesting the prolonged assaults of heat are finished 
for this year • The Weather Bureau says it has rained a 
quarter of an inch al ong the a ulf Coast at Corpus 
Christi and that the moisture is moving in this direction but 
during the welcomed ceiling of gray bunting in the skies, not a 
drop has descended upon us as yet but still one continues holding 
the thought. 

Last night Celeste returned from her week s visit to 
Hew Orleans. She said she had a perfectly darling time and 
it was wonderful how all the bars have TV, enabling patrons to 
follow the San Francisco Convention • Tomorrow morning she takes 
off again for Mansura and plany to return tomorrow flight, bringing 
Madam Regard with her. I didn t ask whey she didn t 
Dick her up on her way home on Saturday night. She did remark, 
howver, that she must make arrangements for her mother to spend 
more time a^ay from home so her daughter'may get accustomed 
to her a bsence as against the day when ^adcrn Regard's de¬ 
parture will .be permanent. 

A letter fromone of Madam Regard's sister, a nun, from 
Boston, reports that she is taking another sister, also a nun, 
now ailing, to the St.Catherine'8 convent in Kentucky for her 
recuperation and Celeste indicated that as Kentucky is comparatively 
near and the weather is getting cooler, etc., et.,c., and so 
I suppose another big taking to the bigger road may be 
expected almost any time. 

t > 

At dinner today, J. H. remarked he thought he would 
drop by Senator Friedman's home at B a you Hatchez during the 
afteroon, pick him up and drive over toWinfield for 

go-round with the^overnor who is speW^ng the week end at 
Tiis farm there. J. S. must have something cooking on- the hot 
griddle of, .the. impending special session of the Legislature. But 


at supper tonigh 


said all communication with the^overnor 


was impossible, suggesting that either the lines may be cut or 


I 
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the Governor may be having a rough week end, 

Thi 3 week end was different in that 1 did no reading 
on Saturday night, My standard reading machine went out 
of whaqk and as I didn't have cnything of particular interest, 

I didn t bother to rig up the spare machine which operates 
somewhat differently, --the one James gave me, 

A telephone from Carolyn reports the property owners 
lost their legal battle for damages against the city 
for ruining their property by the widening of the highway and 
she seemed considerably distressed over that out come. She 
said she had a little business to attend to in Hew Iberia 
and thought she would go on to Hew Orleans to hand the 
Hatehitoches article to Mr, Ogden of the Picayune and os 
she had not finished it as yet, she though it might be 
a good idea to drop by here on her way South to put on the 
finishing touches, I shall welcome this opportunity to 
make use of her transportation services, for I want to do 
several things in town which are never convenient to 
accomplish when dependent upon the local Cadillac, the driver 
of that car always being so busy she hasn t time to spare 
while others shop J suppose Carolyn will^make it about Tuesday 
or Wednesday As it takes six weeks to get the Dixie Roto section 
of the Picayune published and as the Hatchitoches a rticle, to 
be of any service, just appear on October 14th, it would seem as 
thought it's going to be a mighty tight squeeze to get it 
though in time. Personally, such mad dashes to jU3t make it 
would wear me out but some people appear to be geared up to just 
sort of things and perhaps they don't mind. 

Something oper a million people voted for o new Governor in 
Texas yesterday and tonight's reports indicate a margin of 
not more than 2,500 votes for the winner, with not all the 
counties having reported as yet. If no unusual up-sets occurs 
on the Presidential level between nowand .November, 1 anticipate 
a closeness somewhat after thi3 Texas pattern. 

Reverting to the Republican Convention, Celeste spake with 
vast enthusiasm about Irene Dunn.'s appearance before that body in San 
Francisco, She explained that it wasn^t because Miss Dunn is a 
Catholio but because she graduated from the same school 
Madam Regard djjjfl That must be why I am so fascinated by 
Mr, Eisenhower, not because he is a Presbyterian but because 
he was head of a school I once attended ... 


Memorandum 


, We were promised rain^^nd it must be confessed 
that Hatchitoches did get^f dab and that we got a 
few clouds. We accordingly hold the thought as against 
the morrow. 


At supper tonight, J, U, was giggling over two 
complaints that had come to him during the day from sub¬ 
scribers to the services of R, E, A, in this area • 

One lady of color came to check up onsomething her 
husband had preached to her during the month. He 
declared that the monthly bills were less in proportion 
to the amount of electricity used. He had been hearing 
J, H, talking with some men on the store gallery regarding 
installation on their plantations of public fixtures along 
stretches of their road, on their major buildings such as 
store, gin, seed house, etc,, and had explained to them 
that there was a special rate for quantity use • This 
news was interp eted by the gentleman in question as indicating 
that he would have smaller bills if he would leave all 
lights burning in his house day and night. The wife ex¬ 
plained that she simply coul Tt sleep j fl a room with the 
light on and had tried to persuade her husband to turn off 
a t least one in the room in which they slept but he was 
adamant a bout cutting his bills and so had insisted on keeping 
every one in the house going full blast f 24 hours of 
the day. 

And no sooner had J, H, clarified the mysteries 
of electricity bills to this lady than another came with 
a request for a new electrical connection for her house. 

She has a relative who lives o» the Bermuda Road whose 
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Memorandum 


How nice to find the mailing tube, addressed in a 
familiary hand, in today's post. And how nice to discover 
such an elegant likeness of a familiar lovely old house within. 

I must say the whole composition is unusually beautiful! , 
and I m wondering where you discovered it and how you chanced 
upon it'. From th.e printed notation at the bottom, ^ gather it 
has some connection with the dir line but I'm curious to know 
in what fashion they are intending to handle such a grorgeous 
likeness. But be that is it may, I am delighted to have 
the creations and shall treasure it twice asmuch in view of the 
true hand whence it came. 

My day has been a fairly busy one although not a very long 
one in view of the things checked off on my list of things 1 wanted 
to do in town. A telephone from Matchitoches this morning 
indicated that that arshall woman had arrived there during 
the night and was stopping at I. S. Willard's, planning to 
take off at dawning on the morrow for Mew Iberia and 
from there on to MewOrleas. She passed this way about 
11 and I.made the most of the opportunity to take things 
to town, —ccok books and plateq for theChamber of Commerce, 

Hunter paintings for Millspaugh s, Heading Machine to the repair 
man and so on. I got quite a few things attended to and 
after we had grabbed a sandwich, we got busy at ■‘■rma's house to 


The artist came to s ee me this afternoon bringing 
ten pictures I had asked her to paint f p customers • 

Two were excellent and the rest only so-so. She is in 
one of her horizontal moods at the moment with a 
result that everything in every picture is strictly 
East and West t It is true that the colors are wonderful 
butthey woul;'be magnific ient if only they mre 
tossed about with greater abandon. 

Martin Agro.\sk y was.on the job again this morning, and 
I gathered from Washington but tonight 1 noticed that 
E . Roscoe Murrow hadhis summer s ubstitute on his air space so I 
take it he may be lingering on the ^est -Coast or someplace between 
By now the Mew England travelers are in the swing of things again, 
I suppose, and rested bu Ahe grange of view if still a 
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Wednesday, August 29th, 19 56. 


wrap up a bit of domestic and farm poliay until the end 
of the current year. 

I didn't ask a thing about the Hastings House book feeling 
that nothing has been done on it and that no good would result 
from touching on that sore point. Tttere are billions of 
plans cooking, all of which seemed promising and I tossed in a 
few for additional mulling such as getting out a standard cook book 
that could serve the motels, such as friend Jeanmard's. My thought 
would be to use the Melrose Plantation one as a model but 
entitle the several I have in mind with the name o 
the particular motel, such as, say, "Plantation Court u ook Book, 
a nd have, by way of Intorduction, a little a ccount of the motel 
itself and half a dozen pictures of neighborhing landmarks and 
the motel itself. Done on a quantity basis, this might be productive 
of pennies, I suppose, but along with the dozen other schemes brewing 
it isn t important. 

We got a snack at Town *ouse and were' assailed by your friend, 
Beth Williams Cloutier, who invited us to her table and generally 
made ,lots of noise. Put id: was nearly 8 o’clock and I certainly 
didn t want to get tangled up with la Beafort and 1 did want to 
get home to ^ook after Emmett andArwin and the little chores awaiting 
Carolyn didn t get out and so I assume she was back at I. S. Willard 
in time for a good night's sleep be ore taking off at dawning for 
the South. 

t ’ • 

At 9 o'clock coffee this morning, I found both ladies 
a t home for a change. They both complained of being tired which 
seemed quite natural to me but which they felt as odd. Madam 
Regard brought me some lovely monogramed"handkerchiefs and 
although she said she hadn t seen much of the Rebpulican Convention 
on TV while in Mansura, we"jockeyed the gift around until we made 
it seem as though she had brought tt to me from the 

£ Republican Convention and so, in spite of her weariness from da ga 
we did manage to have.a d a b of merriment 1’am hoping both of them 
have sufficient sense not to go galavanting* off te Kentucky 
one of these days before catching their breaih. * 

From tonigh 's political news, 1 take it Mr .^Stevenson is travel 
madly as o hers we know, —but to more purpose, I hope...... 


Memorandum j 

How nice to find your plump letter in today's post. 

I am getting a double amount of anticipatory pleasure from 
it, for it is resting, unopened, in thexrmoir until the 
morrow. 

Along about secretary time, an impressive mountain of 
clouds rolled up to the tune of much cannonading, which 
sent "All Cod's chillun" scurrying from the cotton fields to 
the nearest honkey-tonk. The elements labored mightily and 
brought forth only a drizzle for a few minutes, insufficient 
to harm any lint and to .make cli y difference to the poor, par ched 
earth. But the excuse for a frolic had been sufficient and so 
I shall practive my old gam£ of Patience until another dawning. 

But my game is the more easily played in view of the promise • 
awaiting me in the armoir. 

\ . . rl ' > •*: C ;! ..' M ..V. -.-c >' <• * • ' 1 • 

I recalled at noon news time today that I must have been 
in New Orleans in 1938 on .this date. For the announcer remarked 
that tomorrow id the Huey P. Long Birthday holiday, and L 
recall having been in the Crescent City at that season, —the 
first time L ever knew that Mr. Long's birthday had been made 
a state holiday. And tomorrow the same ax niversary comes 
along again but I reckon only b a nks and the offices of the 
State agencies close up shop for the occasion. Coming 
as it does just before the Labor Day week end, however, I suppose 
many peopl,e use it as an excuse to knock off on Friday and Saturday 
a ndso get an extra "long" week end with each annual go-round. 

» 1 
The present Governor is celebrating his brother's natal day 
by calling the State Legislature into extra session. It 
is said he has two bills h.e is especial ly anxious to have passed. 
One of these is 3aid to provide extra, taxes on race tracks, and 
it is said that some chicanery will be put into the bill that 
will enable the Executiveto force some race tracks to pay 
higher rates than others, therebye en a bling said Executive 
to exercise the life or deathgrip^on any failing to please him 
by coughing up extra "gifts" to the proper people, since "the 
power to tax is the power tp destroy "• 


f 
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The second piece of legislation he recommends for passage 
to the Legislature concerns the law about sports or, more 
p .rticularly, the forbidding ofplaying of games in which atheletes 
of the white and the colored race participate • This is the law he 
pushed through the Legislature wit out difficulty and promptly 
signed, He now will recommend to the Legislature that they an end 
this law, retainin the provmisions making it unlawful for 
colored and white people to partici apte in the .same games but 
making an exception in the case where the games chanced to be 
played in the three cities of Shreveport, Baton Rouge and Hew 
Orleans, In short the law will then say thatwhile it is 
against the law to practiced mixed sporting events in Alexandria 
and like cities, it is perfectly within the law to do the same thing 
elsewhere, so long as the games fall within the city limits 
of the three specified cities, What a heap of tomfoolery all 
this is and besides, the original law which he now seeks to amend 
is obviously unconstitutional and dox.bly so is the amendment 
he will recommend to the Legislature tomorrow for its favorable 
consideration, I think about such things when I hear the 
Republican orators talking bout the necessity of maintaining 
States rights and how much better States can do things 
th a n the Fede o 1 Government, 

» 

Two or three years ago the lady doctor brought another lady 
doctor ou of Heu) Orleans to see me and to do a little touring, 

The Hew Orleans num'er is very nice and somehow is connected with 
the State Health Department. Last year she spent in Hewlork having 
a foot operation that enables her to walk without limping 
and while here yesterday , --in the Parish, she dropped in on the 
artist and asked her to bring her over here, The artist 
departed shortly and eventually I assisted the lady doctor back 
to her car, parrked at the artist s house, While here, the 
l a dy doctor told me that she gets quite a lot of pictures from 
l a Hunter, supplying the boards and paints and paying her not less 
than five dollars a picture, These pictures she says she sends to 
her sister in St, Louis who has no difficulty at all in 
seeling them at 25 dollars a throw Two outlets in the Houston area 
for which the artist gets^about three times per canvas for her creatii 
thus provides her with quite a substantial income and the popularity 
of Hunter primitives, thanks to State and national publicity 
plus individual enthusiasms, is the source of nuite a comfortable 
income for our girl friend, it would appear and setting the seal 
of authenticity to the title, "Miracle at Melrose .. 


a- ja 
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Memorandum : - <. 

ti'j-ni blia *9* 

It has been such a nice day,.thanks to the grand item 
from the armoir awaiting my attention, 

j «. i 

It was so good of you to give me such o comprehensive 
account of your recent perringrinations and I followed 
along familiar paths, the mere mention of whose important land¬ 
marks afforded me so much pleasure in retrospect and somehow 
even as Charlottesville, they seem to mean so much more to me 
now that you have shared them, too. 

It is wonderful that things went the way the did in 
Boston, —all ,around, The surgery seems as miraculous as other 
things equ a lly remarkable that seem to be forever happening around 
us in spite of the fact that so many people have to turn to The°ible 
to find examples of the miraculous, It goes without saying 
that I am delighted things turned so well in that department and 
at the same time I found myself being glad that the return 
to Lyme could he made as it was for the extra breather it 
„fforded little Miss Lee in being able to catch her breath 
before the wheels of industry began turning again must have been 
most welapmed, , 




hr. 


And thanks much for pseaking of the original of the picture 
which arrived before your letter came. Just as you' had' supposed, the 
reproduction is of Weeks' place and I must say !• gust‘ love to 
glance at this likeness of it, —it is so nicely done and at the same 
time it is so pleasant to be reminded of a place a bout which we 
seem to know so much, 

.Ji 90S .Ob 90S \M. i ■' C - ' 4 *' 

Also, before I forget it, let me answer your question regarding 


Dr, Huffy, 




He is the literary heir of Dr, Matas although the 

iur.9' t 'awe aaihoi *m*o* : • ■ s ** 1 • 11 ■ 1 1 bs 


, a 8:‘99S A 

- . - m 4 t 
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latter has not expired as yet although his death has been 
expected for some time and I believe he has been in a coma 
for several we?k, --if not longer. He has had but one eye 
for years and lost the sight of that one a year or two back so 
he realized it would be impossible to unscramble the 
enormous stacks of medical data he had gathered together 
and so it was turned over to Dr.Duffy with a fat grant 
to whip the stuff into shape or at least to sort it out. 

And may I thank VoV f) o end for the clipping regarding the 
San Francisco doings of Katherine Miller. What a bag and how 
true to form she is running, —accepting the advantages 
and expenses of a delegate from her State and then refusing 
to sit with her delegation. That is so typical. Everybody 
I know in the Hatches qountry, that is everyone who could vote, was 
a Republican , of course, the knowledge of which made the Eisenhower 
line in hi 3 acceptance speech seem so hollow, when he 
maintained that the Republican Marty is the Party of the People. 

His speech writer had some nerve putting that line in, -~and while 
the Republican Party has always been the big money party, it 
has been doubly so in Mississippi where everybody is big money 
or unenfranchised.. 

Katherine Miller has always been of the hill billy class 
that scr a mbled over other people to get on top. I 
suppose 1 may have told you the story about her dislike 
for people of color when it was underlined by an episode that 
transpired 6 or 8 years a 9-t • 0 ne hight about 9 o'lcock, 

3 he came running into a filling station, the one nearest Hope 
farm, and asked if she might use the 'phone. Four men were 
standing a bout, two of whom I knew quite well. Katherine 
dialed a number and began talking excitedly to some girl friend. 

She said j "How could you have supposed I should have returned 
from that old speaking tour 24 fyours ahead of t.ime...... 

a nd I'm so mad . just imagine, coming into the house 

just now, there was Balfour in bed with that nigger f cooMof 
mine.......no in any bed but right in my bed and I m 8 

md .* 


Memorandum 


It was kind of you to share the coments of your note to Blythe 
with me. I thought it so sweet and so perfect and Blythe cannot 
help being touched by it although, knowing her as we do, we may 
be surprised if you ever get an,acknowledgement for.her true hand. t 
The artist passed this way today and told me that although she didn t 
she her, Zelma had told u lemence that Madqn Rand was at the 
camp on Tuesday with some ladies but wasn t coming over here for fear 

somebody would mention Dr. Rand "fo her..which seems silly but 
understandable and I m glad she is getting about...... 










V 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARN INC: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8163 


8164 


Su day , September 


&nd. 


19 56. 


they spent a few hours with Weeks Hall and were charmed 
and then on to Lafayette where they spent the night at 
Lionel Jeanmard's, Ttien over to St, Francisville and 
then to spend the night at Baton Rou e, —no mention made of 
Hiss Hah, and after that to some place on the Gulf C 0 ast and thence 
back to Hew Orleans, all of which somehow sounds an odd 
way to spend one's time because an apartment i3 being re¬ 
decorated, Kay got mad somewhere along the route but ended up 
by doing a big shoe shining number, a stock gesture of contrition, 
it seems, at the conclusion of every spat. She contemplates 
flying to Charleston week after this coming one, I believe, and James 
wants to come up here during her n bsence. 

If I have some free time this week end, I think I shall 
jot down some notes for an article on the local primitive 
artist, under some such general title as "Re-Capturing Yester¬ 
days” , the point of the article being that primitive paintings 
done by the bnush of a 7 5 year old daughter of the soil, depicts 
religious, social and economic customs, fast fading from the 
American scene and likely to-be remembered only by this 
remarkableartist whose life bridges the ante bellum customs with 
the future customs which will fuse more and more from the distinctive 
.regional nature into the prosaic- nation wide habits 
brought a bout by modern travel,formal education and 
the unique leveling effects introduced by radio and TV, 'It 
strikes me such an article might well be employed to serve as an 
excuse for using some of the color films already to hand and 
not being ear-marked for any other purpose at the moment. Since 
Look is scheduled to do a Grandma Hoses during the coming year, it 
would seem as though some pages in color of Hunter canvases 
might balance off neatly in some publication like 
Collier s or Saturday Evening Rost although, oddly enough, in 
view of the frequent similarity of subject matter 
appearing in different magazines almost concurrently, it 
is said that one editor never wilfully parallels his material 
to balance off another publication but sometimes to believe 
that such parallels are ocincidental does impose something 
of .a strain on one credulity. But be that a s it may, it will be 
fun to try and article whether it has any chance of catching 
or not. 

Tonight's racfio speaks of dampness in and about Lyme, 

I hope this doesn t mean the week end holiday will be under 
n cloud in that area,, . 


Hemorandum : 

- ' t • >" * ■ 

I reckon there will be no mail, —either in or out, - 
on the morrow and so I may attach tomorrow s memo to 
this one, 

. \ . % ... . . , 

The Dr, Oster or whatever of L, S, U1 a bout whom 
Joe Evan's daughter 'phoned on Friday night never did show up 
on Saturday, ' 

.. . > |. .. \ ' - ■ • ■ • o .. j *V' i-\ ,• i' . ' i” C 

But he. came this afternoon around 3:30 and as a sort of 
preliminary said he expected to run up to see a Miss Dormon 
near Saline later in the afternoon, and did I know her, I 
allowed as how I did and that I felt positive that was 
just the place where he would find all he wa3 looking for in 
the folk lore section. As a matter of fact, Hiss Dormon 
could talk an ear off the man readily enough but folk lore 
is one subject in which she■ doesn t shine but the man will 
be satisfied only after he has found that out. He was 
3till fiddling around here after 4 o'clock and as 
Briarwood is 50 or 60 miles up the road and not so easy to find 
in daylight, and what with the sun slipping behind the 
Montrose hills about a quarter of 7, something tells me 
there will be scant folk lore doings at Briarwood tonight, 

i V u v \\ {\ '> ' \ ■ j o» £ 4 '\ r ^ ^ i' -T i* gT vii 0 0 

Quite unexpectedly, Hiss Ramsey appeared at 1 0:30 
this morning, en route from the Crescent City to M arshall, 

She was depressed about the Register household, thinking 

that a "bust" may come there yet. It appears to 

me from what I can piece together that there is an emotional 

instability on Kay's part that probably requires 24 hour a 

day attention a nd that there always has been, even as in the case 

of her sister, 1 think she convinced James that this 

state of things was due to Aunt **illie and that he believed 

it at the time and is still believing it. To rescue her 

he broke with Aunt "illie and, it seems to me, he did quite 

wrong since he should be working with her to keep 

their patient on or in better balance but I never seem to have bee 


t 
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Monday, September 3rd, 2956 


successful in making him see the situation in this light • 

At the moment, Kay wants to put up money for Janes to 
go into business, - something that would require only two 
or three days a week and would not necessitate regular office 
hours, etc,, etc,, which, by the mere expression of such a 
thought suggests that in herself, she has provided James with 
a full time job Obviously somebody had better do a 
bit of n p 3 ychiatring n for this set up but 
naturally one feels it is but common sense and common 
decency to stay out of other people's personal 
business and yet when you see friends heading for the 
rocks, one cannot help feeling that is but common 
charity to make an effort to pointing ou the 
impending disaster and especially so when a crash would 
be so devastating to both parties, 

I 

And speaking of minds that aren t functioning 
properly, heard some more gossip about Bootsie Gay 
from Celeste, I may have mentioned some time back 
that she had parted from her husband of less than a 
year's duration and was starting a case against her 
former husband, Mr, G a y, ~a descendant of old 
Joe Erwin, by the way. It seems Mr, Gay had recently 
inherited a stack of money and Boosie c once ived 
the idea of getting it back or rather get back into 
the Gay family and a neat slice of the fortune. But 
Arthur Jatson whom she consulted as her attorney with 
the hopes of turning the trick would have nothing to 
do with the case for it seems that Bootsie insisted on chargiiig 
her former Gay husband with bigamy because he had 
married again, following the Floriday divorce from her years 
go, there being some technicality r.hout the thing not being 
legal in Louisiana courts. But what made Bootsie s insistence 
on employing the bigamy charge against Mr, Gay turns out to 
be so fantastic that surely no one with sense could contemplate 
bringing such a charge since Bootsie herself has been 
married three times herself since the Gay divorce was granted, 

Bootsie truned a neat trick a month or so ago in another 
matter, however, She heard one of her acquaintances in 
Natchitoches say she as asking a Shreveport bookie 
to put some money on a horse and bootsie asked that a 
certain sum be placed in her name, too, and that she would. 


Memorandum 


Loabor Bay and I labored but there were one or two 
unexpected elements that neither elevated nor depressed 
my hoiiday spirit, 

•r*. "t 

For one thing, I had supposed E, Rosecoe would be returning 
this week but Charles °ollingwood was s till on the job and 
said nothing bout Mr, Murrow's plans to take over 9 

And in the second place, I listened to the Firestone Hour 
with George Feyer as guest artist % This was a surprise to 
begin with and a very pleasant one but I did not care 
for the compo3itiqn selected for his solo, American 

In Baris", I don t know the piece very well and perhaps 
I should hav enjoyed his splendid rendition more had the 
composition been more familiar to me although I suspect that 
I prefer Mr, Feyer doings melodies and probably took the 
edge off my enjoyment while he was playing by regretting 
he wasn t doing something else. If you chanced to hear 
this program, you may have been impressed, as wa3 I, at 
the announcer's remark that Herr Feyer had done "more 
th a n a dozen recordings", I hadn t realised he had done 
so many and I was glad to hear them mention in particular 
his Echoes of Baris, Echoes of Vienna, etc. Some day 
perhaps he will do "Hola", Kitten on the keys ", Rose Room 
and some collections of these lighter things which 
I think I might find more to my taste than "An American 
in Baris", 

Bicture my disappointment today when I discovered that 
whole avalanche of cows had broken into my gourd garden 
and ruined it — but utterly , WHen~ the buffalo herds f 

used to thunder across the great planes t I reckon there wasn t 
much . left in their wake and so was the case with my gourds. 

The place was a shambles anti smashed gourds of every type 
and {ifij3crfption strewn a b'out every old which way, I suppose 
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Tuesday, September 4th, 19 56. 



I culled a bout 50 or 60 out of the several hundred that 
had been slowly ripening t I don't intend crying 
over spilled goureds, as it r were but it does seem 
odd that with everything a bout this year's crop having 
been so prom 3 ing jn spite of various vicissitudes, 
that so little b\j way of harvest should result, Well, 
perhaps next year's crop will be luckier . 

I saw the ladies at the coffeee hour # Celeste 
continues wheezing a lthough , her cold appears on the mend 
$nd of course nothing could discourage her from going 
to a picnic during the afternoon, ~ just as soon as 1 can 
feed Jeddy at 21:30 and get going", as she explained • She 
a lso in the course of her remarks, be-moaned the fact 
that*she has no dog and "I simply co« t live without one". 

Well, life got a guarantee during the afternoon whe 
during Celeste's absence. Sister arrived unannounced, bearing 
John Henry Wenk and a nother boxer to replace the dead Mike, 

» * 

At first dark while 2 was feeing Emmett and Erwin I 
could hear much howling going on beyond the bamboo whire, 
the new dog, probably fed and forsaken, for Celeste ioasn t 
coming home early from the Lambre camp on the Joyous u oast, 
would probably not appear for hours and the dog can begin 
getting accustomed to a comparatively solitary existence 
from his day of arrival, 

• 

Sister seemed to be on her good behavior, a fact 
I m,ust note on the calendar, She said she was returning 
to Shreveport after supper and 1 assume she did 

Often today, as news reports have come in concerning 
traffic on all highways, I have found msyelf grateful 
that the big swing around Hew England happened 
when it did and not a t this time when every ody must be 
on wheels • There was some observation I wanted to make 
regarding a print you brought up in your report on 
that tr p put it eludes me momentarily but will 
come back to mind at a su sequent sitting, I 
ajm hqlding the tho\ght in the mean time that you 
didn t labor too Much this Labor Day,,,, , • 


Memorandumi 


This was a day of mix-ups both in the canine and mail 
departments, 

l ■ x. 

As for the in-coming post, we had failed to receive any first 
cdass delivery on Saturday and accordingly we were not surprised whn 
the pos man, instead of arriving at 1 0:30, as has been his custom 
since, the recent change of schedule, arrived at 3:30 in the afternoon, 
for the week end was bound to have made his deliveries alon the 
route between Bayou Hatches and Melrose somewhat heavier. Picture 
our disappointment, however, when the 1st class pough for Melrose 
turned out to be for Melville, It is supposed that Melville got 
a n equal surprise by receiving the Melrose sack, Saturday, 

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday . surely Wednesday s allotment 

ought to be quite imposing, assuming*things are at long last straightened 
out on the morrow. 


And then there was the case of the dog • The ladies spent the 
morning in town and, during their absence, Ihe puppy, for the 
little old thing is only six week old,-was housed on the back gallery 
of the house across the fence and in view of the perfectly natural 
cosmic urges, one can readily understand the ultra fastidious back 
j^llery was a mess by the time the ladies returned around noon. 

And so it was decided forthw th than certain plantation operations 
would have to be . slowed down while two or three workmen got busy making 
n dog house and a dog proof fence in the back yard, hard by Celeste's 
rose garden, and while all hands got busy, constructing the new 
canine dwelling, digging fence post holes and erect.ing a fool proof 
fence, J, H, stood in command to make sure that everything was 
carried out to the letter of the law. Along in mid afternoon the 
project was finally achieved and the dog turned into his new domain, so 
expertly contrived that he could be placed there, as in deed, he was, in 
full a ssura. ce he w^uld simply have to "stay put". The Sheriff 
had been wiating for some time at the store to see J, H,, and 
so J, H,, after seeing to it that the dog was thoroughly incarcerated, 
headed around the house and toward the store when, to his surprise, on 
reaching the front of the house, the little old puppy came dashing 
madly around the other side to greet him, What excitement over 


j a llery was a 
And so it was 
would have to 


I 
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all animal n 1 3 just to keep the record s traight, 
Vi at ie fori iflepuppy was finally captured zhi 


be it remarked 
baby boxer 


'captured * 11 ihis baby 

had sueceeded in knocking down, breaking the stems slap ojf, 
a whole row of red Guernesey lilies and the precious yellow ones 
whose flowering has been the subject of much speculation through 
out the past couple of weeks # but as Celeste exclaimed sometime back 

within Madam Regard's presence s "I simply must have a iiother dog . 

it will make things so much easier when mother dies to hafie a dog 
to lAftsv •listening to the news round-ups this evening, ± left my 
radio going while I did a few chores a,nd , by chance, disco vere 
Grandma Hoses d)o,s to be the subject of the Portraits in **usic , 
believe the program is styled, although, as I look back on it, I 
can't think why this particular one should have been called a 
"Portrait in Music" for I don t recall there was anything more 
musical about it than such musical accompaniments as creeps itto 

"Gang Busters" or any old °oap Opera. 


that 

1 


such programs as 


But with or without any motif or theme song, 1 enjoyed the 
program and as I had knocked off a page or wo about Primitive 
Painting the night before, I Was especially interested to hear 
what a couple of Art critics had to say about this medium of 
expression. A point made by one of the cirtics was to underline the 
fact that primitive pai nters are . always painting the same picture, 
over and over again, with variations, of course, but the same subject 
re-appearing over and over again. Our local primitive painter 
oes that but I am not sure that is a tendency to be ascribed only 
to primitive painters for as 1 let my mind wandered over the 
canvases of other, —non-primitive painters, —it seems to me 
most artists tend to paint and re-paint over and over again the 
subjects tlu.it most appeal to them • Little Miss Alberta, for 
example, loved to paint magnolias and courtyards and 
littte little Miss Hunter and her baptisin's, alt ough she 
p inted many a picture of the same subject, she never painted two 
2ike. If memory serves, it seems to me there was a gentleman in 
the French Impressionist school, famous for the, water lilies he 
painted, and I m not sure but what little Miss±lberta and little 
Miss Hunter painted subjects that varied as widely as did Monet. 

He know that the Renaissance painters often did numerous 
pictures on the same subject but usually only the best of the individuc 
a rtist s work was preverved, we have somehow c me to think of the 
as having, painted but one composition of c particuh r subject whereas 
on. second thought one recalls that oftin ( a whole flock of the same 
compositions came from the single artist s brush. ^This makes dull reac 
n s a lett. r but it was interesting to have a radio program bringing up 
points provoking one to think. 

Our drought continues and I continue suspending slightly battered 
gourds from the eaves of the front gallery and so things turn. . 


> 
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Wednesday, September 5th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

And so, at long last came the mail, —quite a batch 
since last Friday's go-round, - with a fat envelope from 
Lyme to begin with, a couple from lames, something 
from the Segleaus and so on. But as the post came in, 
the secretaries vashished for some pre-school activities, 
ad so the armoir holds my tresors tonight and Ttiursdy 
is bound to be a happy day all around. 

I cannot restrain m ySelf from expressing my astonish¬ 
ment at the way the Republican 3 ymathisers are catching at 
emotional words to stir up votes for their cause, or so it seems 
me. I presume I have remarked before how Raul Hauvey recently 
kept referring to "the Vice President's daddy". 

And then tonight, Mauri Harvey announced the death 
of Frank Mixon, "the Vice President '3 daddy", and went on to 
say that although the Hce President was scheduled to 
address the American Legion on the morrow, it was certainly 
to a be expected that one "prostrated with grief" should make 
the appearance but that Frank Mixon would have wanted his son 
to do it and it was felt the *ice President would. I 
have no doubt that Mr. Harvey has much inside information 
bout a ll sorts of events and people but where he got 
ihe inside dope about the Vice President being 
"thus prostrated by grief", I toouldn t know. The flurry 
at San Francisco a bout the elder Mixon s health had a pretty 
hollow ring a hout it to me but assuming that it was all 
non-politically inspired, I don't recall about aty 
prostrating effects at that time although death was said to 
be inevitable, and I, personally felt that when, under the 
circumstances, the ^ice President took off forthwith from 
California to vacations K on the Mew Jersey sands that that 
move was nobody's business but his own although whether 
the Mew Jersey sands are more restful and the golf links more 
grief distr a ctina than the California ones, I wouldn t know, 
but go the Vice President did which was his business, but 
under the circumstances the prostration of grief sounds to me 


to 






[s though Mr. n arvey might be 


putting 


it on a little thick • 
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Thursday , September 6th, 19 56. 


• ( ' 

Cn the home front, I am continuing to speculate 
in Hunter canvases in spite of the fact that she is charging 
me just double the amount she charges the clerk and v, H. for whate 
she paints for them, C'ome to think of it, she is charging 
me more than 1 00 per cent more since unlike them, 1 furnish 
the canvas and the paint as well as shelling out double the 
price, Hq body can convince the artist that I am not a 
millionaire for I live in a big house and have always helped 
her with her efforts and nobody but a rich man would be so 
foolish, 

_ . : . 

But as I never seem able to keep hold of anything I 
order from her, the investment 3till seems 3ound and 
I continue to encourage her • The thought occured to 
me today that it might be nice to have her do a few things 
more or less in pairs and I am signifying as much in my 
discussion with her on the morrow regarding some more creations 
for the pre-holiday trade, If you have in miud the arrangement 
of . the baptisin' and funeral panels in the African House, you 
may readily grasp my thought regarding pictures painted independent 
and to be sold independent, the one of the other, but more or less 
inviting one to invest in two rather than a single one, 

Using the African House corner as an initial idea, I would 
have her paint some things in juxtaposition, which is to 
say that on one canvas, the Church would appear at the ^extreme uppe 
right, - the opposite of the African House baptisin , and 

,then have her do a Funeral, with th ^ Church in the extreme upper 

right, _ I hope I said the B a ptisin would be in the left, 

the chruch in the Funeral in the right, The processions in 
e„ch picture would move down from the Church toward the lower 
corner in each respective composition, so when the pictures 
are completed, if hung side by side, the Churches will stand 
to the ex reme right in the one, to the extreme opposite in t he 
other , and with the processions from each moving generally toward 
e a ch other, might suggest quite a pleasant combination, 

I shall do something of the same idea with a field of cotton picker 
on the one canvas, - the African House in the upper left corner, 
a nd as a companion piece, a wash day, with the wash house in the 
upper right, as in the case of your panel in the African House, 

All this sounds so simple and so natural, but I know perfectly 
well that the artist will give it some sort of an extraordinary 
twist that will wreck the concept or she will paint one canvas 
of the pair superbly and the other miserably with equally 

wreckina effect so far as a pair is concerned, but a§ I 

outlet }or Hr poor pictures, I shall not get "stuck with the poor 

ones, even though the pair idea falls flat on its nose . 


Memorandvm : 

What a wonderful mail, thanks to the item coming 
from Lyme, I was not very patient about waiting to 
read it yesterday but, as I was to discover, every line 
of it was worth waiting for and I thank you again and again 
for all the particulars it presented and all the generosity 
the writing of them entailed, Surely you will get your 
reward in He ven but in the mean time you will be receiving 
my thanks from day to ay as I ponder on your thoughtful¬ 
ness and kindness in dispensing so lavishly of your time 
and energy on my behalf , 

It was such good n.ews that the little one came through 
the operation so nicely and although I sigh as I think of 
tike busy d^ys, and more especially the busy night, following 
the busy days, I sag in sympathy for little Hiss Lee and 
I pray you not to try to write when things .re at such 
business and social pitch, 

The clippings were wonderful, I learned so much 
from all the articles, —Cousin Emmett, tlephritite 
and Vanderlyn, . All the news I get concerning Cousin 
Emmett is over the radio and that is usual y very brief 
so your a rticle broadened my comprehension of all the tom¬ 
foolery he is up to • 

As for Hephritite, her appearance on records in connection 
with her Ikusband and daughter I had not known about before and 
I found that point and the other details so much to my liking. 
It was so kind of you o secure a copy of her picture for 
me and it will be so nice in my scrapbook, for it is 
1 Ways fun to run across such things when the likeness may 
be viewed at the same time by a mere turn of .the head, 

: . ' , i V " 

yls for the Vanderlyn business, it goes without saying that 
l'wa3 entraced that hi.s Versailles number has finally found 
a permanent home at the Metropolitan, of all places, I 
reckon the sketches of the original cyclrama that appear 
in a scrapbook you may once have viewed. When I viewed 










\ 
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the Vanderlyn opus at Kingston in the attic of the place mentioned, 
there were a couple of figures missing, clipped out at sometime 
by relatives of people appearing in the pictures, I had given 
up hope that the paitinga would ever be properly housed and so 
it goes without saying thatl am over-joyed that they should 
have finally be placed in the Metropolitan, I shall be so 
delighted to hear full particulars when you visit them It was 
interesting that nothing in the article was said about Vanderlyn's 
success in - IJ ew Orleans in 1823 when he discour ged Audubon who called 
him there, for every doing anything more > a bout painting . At thqt 
time Vandelyn was all the rage as a portratist in the Crescent 
City, 

And may 1 thank you for telling me of things literary, and the 
bioraphy about Siimon P.ortland Chase and Kate Sprague 
sounds entrancing, 

And may I say how much 1 appreciate your thoughtfulness 
in enumerating bits of news from the local paper and from t 
the metropolitan press, all of which was news to me, v on t 
bother about the local clippings for I should prefer not to 
attempt managing them. As for the names you mentioned of late 
a s having appeared in the obituary columns, I had not heard of 
the passing of a single one of them I so much ap predate 
your kindness in mentioning these. It is remarkable that 
the widow McDowell survived to her 99th year. What a 
wonderful thing the Foundation she supervised turned out to be, 

As for the M arquis de Tallyrand or rather de Castel'lane, I 

had not heard of his passing either,. His papa, Boni for 

Boniface, was among the more gifted and less rcsfaensiblc people I 

ever knew. Such a combination al’ways seems so vrry unfortunate, — 

all facade and no foundation L think my next -. 

project will be to try to get the Library of °ongress or some 

public institution to read a newspaper on the radio. It seems 

odd tnat with all the c ommentators I lis en to daily, none of them 

ever mention things which you are always finding to enlighten me about 

Tonight, however, I am not radio-ing as my radio is in the 
repair shop and tl,e one from -fhe store I have been borrowing died 
today. But, although I haven t anything pressing to 
read, I did get b a ck my reading machine today and so I shall 
be having a musical tonight and that will be fun, 

, Two conferences with the artist today will start her 

knocking off some more pictures. My afternoon was taken up by 
3 ome neighbpr of the General, some gentlemen of theState 
enforcement and an F, B, 1, number, all of whome I found easy 
to convince that Melrose was something on the special side. 

How if they can only sell the idea to the Henrys ... 


Friday, September 7th, 1945, 


Memorandum : 

I have been having such a lovely evening, I a m getting 
around for our little nightly chat only after the clock 
has pointed to 1 0:30. It has been a night of musicale 
and I am indebted to little Miss Lee for all the pleasures which 
have been mine. Little Miss Lee doesn t know it but she was 
sharing my delights in m y imagination and I think she would 
enjoy hearing a recording of the thoughts and mental 
pictures whizzing through Lestan's mind during the concert, if 
by some miracle of science, such things could be captured in 
Wax to be re-played at will. 


I had most fun with George Feyer's recording of "M 0 re 
Echoes of Paris", which I played over and over again, especially 
side, of course, carrying Jalousie, In mi . imagination, I 
wrote a series of Versailles vignettes for the several pieces 
a ppearing on that particular side of the record and a I thought 
them through in color, I found re-tracing my steps several time 3 
altogether pjc asant and with each re-playing I felt that you 
would have enjoyed the little journeys we were making mentally 
in our favorite vast domain. The next time you play this side of 
the "More Echoes", you will perhaps find it fun to try 
following the same general course. You may recall that at 
the beginning of the record, there is one piece before one gets 
to the °alousie section. In that first and opening 
composition, we are in the 18th century at the big palace 
perhaps half an hour before sundown and the ladies and gentlemen 
are as lovely in their silks and satins as Leloir was want to 
paint 17th century laides t for the tea room, of La Marquise 

eveng as. we move across 
and step aboard the gilded 
gondolas on the Grand Canal which transport us, musicians 
in discreetly accompanying gondolas, to the Grand Trianon where, 
before the first piece finishes, we mount the great horse shoe 
staircase to the stone balu3traded terrace above^.and so move 
on to the, pink Marble palace, arriving at its marble 

peristile just as the first bars of Jalousie begin,, 

‘It's grand as we move through the salons until we reach 


the 


de Jevigene Chocolat, It's a summer s 
the great terrace, down the lapis Vert 
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Sunday, September 9th, 2956* 


the frianon-sous-bois section for the collation and the dance, 
in the grand gallerie whose high arched windows on each side open 
on to their respective gardens of marvelously perfumed flower beds a 
sparkling fountains . flight descends with t he finishing 
of Jalousie and in the next theme we return to Versailles by 
g.ndola by moonlight. I shall not wear you out with details 
through all the successive motifs during which we pay little 
glimpse visits to other delectable place, especially 
Saint Cloud and the Petit Trianon and the whole s ries of 
vigenettes come to a close when one, in such an 18th century 
mood, is a little startled to hear the opening strains 
of "Allons, enfants de la Patrie", -- as that side of the record 
hastens to terminate and we realise the curtain of Time has 
descended irrevocably on our little sojourn of yesterday 
through the medium of the Feyer artistry. It was loads of fun 
making this imagined little s excursion with little Miss Lee 
2 nd were i not so sleepy, might try to jot down the blank 
verse and rtiymned jingles that transported us with the music 
thro.gh this entrancing little musicale. 


Well, 
but tuat s 


what a d,ull letter this has turned out to be, 
what comes with writing at this hour of night, 


A note from °ames says he p.l ns to come up for a few days, his 
appearance proposed for Monday. Frankly 1 a m not in he mood 
at the moment but perhaps it is better now than la er in the 
momh when x shall be wanting to do odds and ends for the impending 
tilgrimage, etc. de will not comprehend my lack of enthusiasm 
a t the moment for hijs proposal to do some thing a bout trying 
for a Foundation thing through the local college and equally will he 
be able to appreicate my contention that he should let no more time 
elapse before making up with AuntHillie I wrote him quite frankly 
the other day that in view of various bits of information coming 
to hand, I felt convinced that Lay, like all people tending toward 
instability, invariably blame their unhappiness on 3cme particular 
person, usually someone very clo3e to them and that she 
had obviously done this in the person of *unt"illie and convinced 
him and that a lready st/aws in the wind indicate he may be 
selected in her mind as the next cause of her unhappiness. 

I urged him to close ranks with aunt “illie immediately but 
since he is not going to The bluff with Kay who leaves tomorrow, 
he isn Q t taking any advise from this quarter. And so a visit at 
this time seems somewhat pointless but the realisation of that 




mil come.to him only after it has been concluded . 
Sow nice it will be later next week to resume our 


I suppose 
musicales ., 


Memorandum : 

% 

A quiet week end at this bend of the river and I 
hold the thought that somehow there may have been a little 
breathing spell at your bend of the river, too. 

• 

But with the heavy calendar I have envisioned for the Lyme 
area, I suppose you may not have had so much as a chance to 
glance at a paper, let alone a magazine. For that reason 
I mention -that in the latest copy of Life coming to hand in 
Saturday's post, I note a picture of the Colfax riots of 1873 
which, as you know, took place down the road where Cane River 
flows into Red River as mentioned on the Land of Uncle L om 
plate. I haven't had an opportunity to read this issue 
of Life as yet but 1 am looking forward with eagerness to doing 
so shortly. 

Along a bout 3 o'clock thiafternoon while I was all tangled 
up in making a gourd arrangement on the front gallery, I 
almost jumped when someone spoke to me just behind my back. It 
was Horace Rand with h-is son, Richard, who Itad approached from the 
direction of the big iron pot. He said his mother was at the 
camp and wondered if I would care to come over sometime between 
then and sun down. I said I should be entranced to forget 
my gourd problems and so I went with him and Richard. 

He mentioned that the family had appreciated my courtesy in 
attending his father's funeral which made an opening for me 
to say how admirably I thought the funeral services had been 
arranged and that I was especially pleased that "The World Is 
Waiting For the ° unrise" had been included in the music. He 
seemed pleased that• I had noted the presence of this piece and 
said that I would probably be as surprised as the family had been 
that quite a few people had remarked to them subsequently that 
they thought it inappropriate for anything but hymns to be 
played at a funeral. Imagine. I said I thought "Yankee-Bood'le 
might be as suitable as any piece of music if it fitted the 
wishes of those concerned and then he told me that three 
years ago his father had written him a letter in which five requ 
had been made and that the letter had remained sealed until his 


i 














1 

_____ . _ __ 
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death and that one of the points mentioned was the 
names of the pieces he would like to have figure in his 
funeral, including the piece I had mentioned. 

Blythe seemed much as usual and had to show me her new 
Catahoula hog dog puppy. I had never seen one before and must 
say it would never take a prise as a beauty. It is gray brown 
with darker brown or black spots scatter over it and a d c b of white 
on the paws and the tip of his tail. b>he says it grows to 
be a big dog and certainly ought to fright people even though it 
never feels an impulse to bite them. 

Catahoula Parish is to the East of Alexandria and one corsses 
on the way to Matches. It is hill-billy country and saw-mill-ish 
„nd God forsaken to my ay of thinking. Horace told me Ed Rand is 
building a camp over there and I recall the Runs have always 
had a place for camping yonder. Horace also remarked that he would 
be seeing me again within the week probably as it was jetting time 
for him to re-new their ten year lease on their Melrose camp and 
he also wanted to see «/ r . H. about having a well dug at the camp, — 
all of which suggests they plan to continue occupying the place. 

The family has always been unusual, to my way of thinking, by 
having more than one camp at a time, all within a radius of 
40 miles at most from Alexandria. I'm hot sure that this is indica 
of the general restlessness of the family but somehow it seems 
to suggest just that to me. I could imagine anyone having a camp 
on the shore and in % the mountains at the same time but to 
want to bother with two or three camps at the same time and each 
si tuated in the same general terrain seems both odd and 
wod'erfully wasteful of energy * The fact that never have I seen a 
newspaper or a magazine or a book at the 
that they perhaps use a camp for capping 
least not relaxing through the medium of 
be my inclination. 

A single paragraph from Bora on Saturday announces 
his wish to get up to see me tomorrow and that he would 
tele phone me tonight at 5 p.m. I pen these lines at 11 p.m., 
and not a peep out of the telephone as yet. Perh a ps he journeyed 
over to the *ulf Coast and failed to get within range 
of a telephone or some such. 


Monday , September 10th, 1956. 


Memorandum• 

It'scurious how names of this or that individual wi t ll 
crop up over and over again after weeks when they haven t been 
mentioned. 

A case in point started off at dawning when, on awakening, 
and before girding up my loins, it occured to me that it 
would be the courteous thing to do to advise the lady doctor 
that my elbow had come through the summer in perfect shape. 

And so I did just that. 


Smith Peace 


A half hour after breakfast, Brosie or rathe Smi 
\e rushing to the house for advise. His 8 month old 

' “ of a coke bottle and after 


came rushing 

baby had just swallowed the cap „ --- ( 

the proud papa had rammed his finger down the baby s 
extricat d the metal cap, 

I think the baby ought to 


the baby 
be taken 


coke 

throat and 

was oozing blood. Bid 
to the lady doctor. I did. 


Rand camp a lso suggests 
and not for relaxing, at 
the printed word as would 


good of you in your last letter to give 
as to the present decline in appearance and 


It was so 
me some notion 

size of Brentano's which seems a great pity I suppose all 

those formerly on the staff are long since vanished, too. 
And somehow it all seems but yesterday . 


Came the coffee hour of 9 and 1 passed by next door but dis¬ 
covered the mother and daughter had run imo town to let 
Madam P.egad have a check up by the lady doctor. 

1 ... „ o, v .V./ U ■ V-! 

At 1 0:30, Andy knocked to ask if I could help fiim. He 
said his "papa's legs was all swoll up and he wasn t breathin' 
good". Would I telephone the lady doctor . I would. 

I found it remarkable that that lady's n a me had popped up 
so often in a single morning. 

About 1: 30 this fternoon while I was standing on my head doing 
something or other on the gallery, I was distracted from my labors 
by a female voice and looking a round t whom did^I encounter 
but the lady doctor.. She had Besireee with her and explained that 


, 














From Che Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 in Che SouChern Historical Colleccion, 
Universicy of Norch Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8179 




8180 


* 




she had'dropped in for just a moment to see how my elbow was 
c.omg and to say Howdy and, of course, to show me her child, 
it is a sweet little girl a bout 9 months old and it seems to me 
the child s complexion is much lighter than the last time 
I saw her 

.. lad y doctor exclaimed with delight over the appearance of 

TZr dl //nV' ni ! Sf ! ape l and si2es °f gourds hanging from the eaves and sa> 
ever year she has tried to raise them but never succeeds in gcttinq 

C °+ me 'i 0r V l 'a SUe selected a S'lock of odd shaped ones 
/not S particularly to her and the b a ck of the station wagon 

looked like something along Dleeker Street earj.y on market day. 

On tonight's news $ __I borrowed the store radio which 
has been re-tubed while mine continues waiting for a new part, - 
l thought the E. Roscoc burrow report from Ciro excellent and 
, ls r '/ ere ‘ lce t0 lus Presence' in that city in behalf of 
his TV prog am, —I suppose it is TV, —"Here It flow", was 
very good advertising for that forthcoming broadcast. 

And the report of what hief of Staff, Admiral Radford had 
to say m his speech before the meeting of the Southern 
governors, put the finger slap on something the Southern 
Governors could think about : -that the greatest weakness on 

tae part of Americans today is to demonstrate to the world our 
concept of liberty. 

In today s post came Miss Henholme's letter. I shall 
respond to her inquiry about a visit by suggesting a U un ay 

J sh °' J ; ld 30 nuch enjoy having an afternoon's chat 
with her but nothing of the sort that is possible when she 
drags three other people iqith her. I find it strange that after 
all these years, she hasn t learned about the Whitaker Chambers, 
tie Richard flixons and that only two people can talk 
• » • 

, P' drsL ‘ a ^ ce °f all the quiet on the telephone lust night 

jrom down flew Orleans wav, the same all quiet persists until 
tis writing which is 9 o^clo'ck. Because most of my friends and 
es p ecial.ly those with vast stores of time on their hands think 
I, too, having nothing to do but sit behind a bush, they aDDarantlv 

dl)rVerenle* '^ability as to apointments rfSkea the slightest ' 

difference. To be quite fair, however, I must admit that in 

on Sunrt r i?/Jinh+ pr h Se ? • mac ie to' telephone me at 6 o'clock 

ii! mind^...? nt * he reall V t say which of the 52 Sabbaths he had 


Tuesday, September 11th, 19 56 


Memorandum : 

Our beautiful, dessert like weather continues, all blue 
and dusty gold. There was % some talk about an incipient hurricane 
swirling around somewhere in the lower Gulf but I reckon it 
will get lost before it ever ventures this ar away. 

A 

1 drew a blank in the postal section today, leaving 
me wondering where the Register contingent may be. The same 
system seems to be in operation which 1 have experienced before, -- 
a period of all quiet of days, followed by an extended account 
of where the time has been spent. I should like to go to 
town one morning this week but prefer not using the local 
chauffeuse if James is likely to put in an appearance. Since 
the local lady usually makes something quite elaborate about 
having any one go with her, 1 hesitate from day to day a bout 
suggesting some magical moment since great distress would result 
if a suggested morning be cancelled. I Gan readily 
understand how James or anybody else couldn't envision such 
turmoil over nothing at all c nd.yet I must say my own program 
could be arranged a gre^.t deal more to my satisfaction if I knew 
the announced Sunday evening call was to be put through one 
of the days of this succeeding week. I reckon dames may have 
tj^pn himself over to the u'lf Coast for a vacation as I cannot 
imagine he would ever have taken my dvice and accompanied 
K a y to the Bluff. 

( « 

Cousin Emmett Erwin s name was in the broadcast news again 
today. He has taken the next logical step of intolerance, 
for one form of that commodity always seems to lead naturally 
to another. How it is the Jews who would join forces with the 
Catholics to infiltrate the schools with color. Re and 
that gent, the junior Senator from Wisconsin, real ly ought to get 
together .as s they seem to b e cut off the same piece of cloth. 


t 






r 
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I was astonished at the tabulations coming from yesterday s 
voting in Maine. I had assumed the Democratic Governor might 
win for he was said to be popular but I had not expected him to win 
by such a large margin and I was astonished that a Demo crat got 
elected to Congress and that a second one almost did. It's tiresome, 
of.course, to hear the Republicans says all thi3 doesn't mean 
anything and the Democrats that it means everything. But 
regardless of such "whistling in the dark" on both sides, I 
suppose it may suggest at the present stage of things that 
it does indicate a ground swell, although it may mean little 
more than to inspire the epublicans that they could lose and 
the Democrats that they could win. My guess is that the public 
mind is just a^out made up along >bout late august or early 
September so far as how the ballot will be marked in November and 
that there isn't much chance of anything happening in the 
usual Presidential campaign that will influence the minds of 
many people.. I suppose Dewey might have just squeezed in in 
1948 but there is some doubt in my t mind even about that for 1 m 
inclined to think thatMr. Truman may have won, no so much of 
his electioneering as 0 n the ^old-over of Roosevelt and New Deal 
popularity in the minds of the majority of the voters. Ij^kelieve 
there is still a lot of magic in the^isenhower name but ix is quite 
nother matter if, in the mind fothe September citizen, the 
President's health and the Vice President s popularity ha3 or has not 
set the determining seal on the voter's mind. It seems stange that 
I should find myself believing it but I am at the moment convinced that 
if Mr. Eisenhower should fail in November, it will be due almost 
exclusively due to his running partner for in spite o the magic of 
the Eisenhower name which was at its greatest vibrancy in 1952, 
the load imposed by the Nixon pa rt of the team coulddrain o f enough 
of the magical power to spell out the difference between success 
7 nd failure. I don’t set much store on the Maine election of yesterday 
as a political barometer but, —and we slid 1 never know for sure, it migh' 
be just that sort of a thing. 

A book came to hand yesterday from which I read a few pages last nig i 
The talking part of the records is a little closer to the edge of the 
record than usual and so I haven't yet heard the name of author altho i 
the title seems to be "The Fabulous •phonographThe' thing is a history 
of that instrument and the book is splendidly written for a subject 
so often handled in such a dull faction'. I didn't know before reading th 
book that in April, 1877, a man named Cros in Paris figured out the 
way to record sound and, lacking money to have the idea patented, 
put it, —the theory, in a sealed envelope and deposited it with the 
Academie des Scienes and that the envelope was opened in December 
while in august, 1877, Thomas Edison worked out the theory and recorded 
sound on tin foil. It seems almost as remarkably co -inc idental as 
, Darwin and Wallace and their theories of Evolution...... 
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Wednesday, September 12th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

t. 

At long last, I think have found out what is 
wr ng with the world. I got the idea from something 
Morgan Beatty said. Me was talking about the 

Presidential press conference, held yesterday, and remarked upon 
how seldom it is that the President singles out the mention 
of a private citizen for his remarks at such a time and 
therebye throws a spotliglit of great intensity on such 
a n individual. Be was speaking of Superintendent Omar Carmichael 
of the Louisville schools. In summing up his report on 
the matter, newscaster Beatty observed : 

"Such a thing happens not more than once in 
99 hundred times out of a thousand". 

And there of course is what clarified everything for me. 
Never remarkable for my mathematical pretentio 3, I did 
never the less make a supreme effort and came up with the 
fact that 99 hundred is just another way of saying 
nine thousand nine hundred, a^d therefore something 
that happens not more than once in nine thousand nine hundred 
times out of a thousand makes it among the rarer things 
in the universe, I suppose, and so I concluded that that 
is what's wrong with the world, --ninety nine hundred 
times oift of a thousand . Or, to put it another way, 
you don t have to be crazy really but it helps out a 
lot if you are. 

‘■he mail continues light although a passing secretary 
did pass this way just now to give me some addresses, as from the encloi 
Iwrrwe qhixh I believe was from the F, B. I gentleman who was here with 
some other men one day last week. The only Di-ismore I ever heard of wai 
Elsie and she florished in fiction 1 ng before J. Edgar Hoover's day. 


< '■ ' v 1 ■ J '• • * 
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Thursday, September lZth, 1956 


or me. -i telephoned her this morning to see what ij any muck sue 
had had and her servent told me that at 10 yesterday morning she had 
gone, not to the library, but to the sanitarium for a five day check Uf 
on orders from the lady doctor, —some kidney infection. How fast and 
how frequently ^ra does seem t,o fall out and crawl back, it was 
only last week that she was in Shreveport at the hospital having 
a couple of wisdom teeth cut out. Site hopes to leave for Denever 
with R. £." on the 21st. The Havy is having some sort of a conference 
on natural resources and R. B., as a Reserve Commander f is scheduled 
to attend for a two weeks go at the business and as lie receives 
about twenty dollars a day expenses, it makes a pleasant opportunity 
for him to take his wife ,along as a sort of vacation at least for her. 
1 hope she will be able to make it and I must write to the Carrolls 
so that they may have an opportunity to get acquainted with the 
Williamses, 

The artist came to see me thi s afternoon, asking if I would like 
to see what she had been painting. I would. -Aitd so ■ L skipped across 
the cotton patch to her cabin and 3aw one thing 1 thought pretty good. 
I had tied up the boards in pairs so that she would be sure to paint 
said pairs at the same time and thus get the same coloring in each. B i 
she must have thought that a lot of folderol for she had painted three 
canvases, each a counter part to an as yet unpainted counterpart. In 
short, li ztleMi ss Hunter is a bag* T know a gentleman in flewOr'lenas 
whose domestic job, 1 imagine, is a 24 hour a day one and I think 
1 would have more success with the artist if T were able to stand alon i 
side \er easle 24 hours of .the day and sometimes 3he paints in spurts 
of just about that length. 

* I 

She told me Zelma has gone to stay for a while with Tog s 
sister, in Alexandira. On Sunday evening Zelma went to the 

Shreve port hospital for acheck up and her husband, Puny, was supposed 
to meet her at the bus in Hate hi toe hes Monday night on her 
return. D ut Puny got drunk and forgot to go, and even forgot himself 
so much on Monday as to fa 1 to go to work, except on getting into 
the toy bank of kittle King's daughter, from which he extracted enough 
to indugle himself in some whiskey And so now Zelma is letting him 
think matters over a little and that will do him good for he is crany 
Zelma, as well Ife might be, knlmwing full well that without her, 
his life wouldn t be worth living. *nd so the Cane River story spins 
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Friday, September 14th, li 56 


Memorandum 


Cur drought continues with a promise of fair skies and 
high temperatures for the next 5 days at least. The scarlet 
Guernsey lilies are beginning to push up through the cement like 
crust of the earth and I am wondering if any scientist as ever 
invented a machine to measure the amount of energy exerted by a 
bulb to penetrate such barriers • 

* - 

Emmett and Erwin spend their days hot footing it from one 
puddle to another a^d no sooner does a hose get turned on in 
one place, no matter how remotely sitauted in the gardens from 
where they chance to be than off they scramble to see if the water is 
a ny wetter at the new source. 

» 

Erwin, after laying 15 eggs more or less at fandom in any chance 
place she happened to find herself when the urge overtook her, has 
but definitely turned up her nose at the fine nest 1 made for her 
in the duck house and is now devoting a certain amount of time each 
d a y on the nest 3he contrived on her own hook, hard by the fence 
between Yucca and the African House, as mentioned a day or two back. 

I suppo se she »will set forth another dozen or fifteen in this new 
xa location and then gettx busy "a-settin 1 "• 

» ' ... 

I think 1 mentioned that “mmett stands a round, first on one foot, 
other, as each morning &rwin parks herself ,to perform her daily 
stint. Eut after the first day,Emmett wa 3 n t along in his 
somewhat dull watchful waiting period for he has not been jointed 
by the four cats who, after their breakfast, follow the duck 3 to the 
neithbbood of the new nest and each cat sits down about 10 feet 
fromthe focal point of operations, and, like Emmett, patiently wait as 
each faces the central point and calmly awaits the glad tidings of 
one raucous quack from Erwin, announcing success, whereupon, like a 
shot out of a pi3tol; all four cats twirl a bout and flyx in opposite 
directions as Erwin arises and moves off to join Emmett and a new 
assault on sojxe likely sounding gurgle off in the direction of 
the iris gardfeyf «. 


I 
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Sunday, Se 


mber 16th, 19 56 


Today's wail was fairly tltin but that mads no difference, 
tu two serviceable secretaries took off unannounced for 
nsas to spend the day and tonight with friends off yonaer 

« tomorrow. In the mean time 
nee and find myself wondering if nobina, in a ■ 
that she will be here this Sunday or next 


who will bring them back sometime 
I play a t patie 
from her, is saying 

I sat for half an hour on the gallery of the white garden 
tonight and it was perfectly lovely, the moon is so pretty 
and the sun dial looking so snowy wtyite against the back drop of 
t/ifi bamboo hedge. I am glad I didn t miss the sitting, 
the night is so lovely, but x should have failed to notice it, hai 
not Puny tapped on my w ndow, as he wanted me to telephone 
Ale xau.dria to see if 1 could locate ^elma and tell her to 
come home. °ome week end guest had cone from Beaumont and 
Puny found himself quite at sea, what with no wife to assist in 
dispensing hospitality. The cook tells me that the'jield workers 
nr* ridinn Punu unmercifullu about the piggy bank he ransacked 


My radio spok-e of a £0 hour period of dews and damps 
in zhe Lyme neighborhood through Satu day and into Sunday and 
I suppose that may have tended to gum up the plans, if ai y, of 
little_ Miss Lee for a semi-solitary week end. 

t 

Donw this way the drought continues and the weather man on 
scanning the skies, seems unable to find so much as the hint 
of a cloud. 

On Saturday I got a laugh on the pilgrimagebusiness. 

At the 9 o'clock coffee hour. Celeste hud been singing 
the praises of Sadie Cook Taylor (Mrs. Merman Taylor, sr.) 
whose hose will be on the October Pilgrimage. It seems this 
Queen of the local Coca-Cola business is very cooperative and 
considerate and therefore it was something of a surprise when 
she telephoned Celeste at 11 to say she would like to being dou 
seme people from Texas, Indiana and the Lord knows where all. 
Celeste pointed oyt that we dine at llli 30, a cold dash of 
water, which didn t register, and Sadie said they would arrive 
within 10 minutes. They arrived at ten minutes before noon, 
stopping first, at Celeste's house but Celeste declined answerin 
the door and J. d. dispensed hospitality until I arrived from 
the front gate where 1 had been awai ting them. D a n, Pat 
„nd the clerk were eating at the big house and so I shuttled 
the group along the Yucca way and stalled them along until 
the big house might be vacated. After a » hour and a half of 
cooling off, Celeste came out to bid them goodbye when 
they returned to their cars. Celeste was 3till sputtering 
n bout it today, saying one can never tell what will happen 
when one's best fried will do such a thing. 

I got another laugh from the same source • At dinner 
today, J. H. mentioned there was a movement afooot to 
found a new country club in the Parish and he thought he would 
join as the initiation fees are only five hundred dollars and 
that the annual dues are comenserately _low. Celeste thought 
that would be darling • After Pat and a. H. had quitted the tab 
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we lingered on for a demi-tas3e and Celeste brought out a 
new big silver tray she had purchased in Alexandria one day th 
week, -it is probably expensive and has an infinitely fussy 
design toward which she seems to incline in silver things, It 
was purchased in Alexandria's leading jewelry shop and somehow\ 
as we gazed at the thing, a stingey streak struck Celeste and 
she 
she 


began 

would 


saying how hard at the times, how she didn t know bu\ 
have to go to work, etc,, etc,, etc. This poverty 
song and dance is old, old stuff with her but somehow it came 
unusually striking, slap on top of the country club and the 
big silver serving tray, I felt like asking her whom she 
thought she was kidding. 

Blythe Rand came up to the camp a.ain on Saturday nigh, e 
as she did a week ago. She didn't get over here today but 
she sent a gob of food by her daugher, Frances vack, and 
B, Randolph, —ship salade of the variety of much shrimp 
congealed in a tomato juice jelly, brown bre a d cream cheese soj 
wiches, at least a pound and a half of sliced ham, several 
kinds of rolls and several slabs of cake and a big chilled 
fruit dessert that was sufficient to serve at least five peopl 
at an ord nary dinner, Blythe continues going on the theory 
that if a little si good, and adq adequate is sufficient, the 
a plethora must be perfect. And so, as of the moment, have 
enough in the commissary department to feed half the 
plantation and you may sure none of it will be 
wasted, 


I am hoping you had an opportunity 
of the public form programs over the air 
be so many of interest, ,~Che ster Bowles 
doing a Foreign Policy thing, Postmaster 
eludes me momentarily, "facing the natio 
"meeting the press" and Lyman Bryson and 
"Isle des Penguins" apart. There of the 
half hour, re-broadca3t, tonighv, and 1 
from station to sta ion trying to keep 
at the same sitting. 


to listen to some 
today as there seemed 
and Harold Stasson 
General whose name 
n" , Mrs. Roooseve'lt 
associates taking 
se came all at the s am 
had a busy time, skipp\ 
up with all three 


I had expected Robina to come this way this afternoon but\ 
she tel honed this morning saying that the couple she had 
mentioned as wanting to come had had some guests arrive and 

so she and Louisa would make a round onThursday instead. 

\ 

This is a dull report on a dull week end but it giees 
you some notion as to how things jog along. 


8190 

A 


Monday, September 17th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

The associates of Post Master General ^ummerfiled made up for 
lost time today by making upf or lost time in the 1st class mail 
section, dumping too many letters for convenisence in my fa’ior 
j.t this beginning of the week. 

* t ' ' • 

Fortunately, ?io?ie of the letters seemed to s tern from any point 
suggesting urgency in the reading of same and so 1 merely ran 
quick glance over all of them and shall digest what 
looks more promising more carefully on the morrow. 

V Uj'/i'.'Vi ‘ 

1 suppose some of the things must have gone to Buckeye 
or some such place,accounting for the thin quality of the Friday 
a nd Satu day arrivals. There were three letters, for instance, 
from James, Che of these required more care than the others for 
it contained an appended notation regaining the shipment of 
some plates to A ay*s sister, Mrs. Whitney, of Reno. 

Another letter from James covers two pages, only one of which 
I glanced through. From it 1 gather that the recent squabble 
m_y have been patched up again by telephone from The Bluff and 
something was said about going to California to be with her 
for a little visit. x shall re-read this on the morrow when I hope 
x h a ve better secretarial assistance. 1 had written names last 
week that i thought he should arrange to spend Christmas in California 
since la Storm would be touching the Hawaiian Islands on Becmmber 20th 
a nd t probably would be back with Irma and farley by the 25th. I 
don't reckon he will accept such a dvise on my part but I am 
glad that he con emplaes California immediately, for that ought 
to make Kay happy and I think he owes it to her tomeet her family 
on their home ground and l'm hoping he will like it well enough to 
retun at Chirstmas time. 

,, - . ; . ■ ■ • ■ • 

I finished the "Eisenhower" by Smith last night and was glad 
I read the book. It has a paragraph or'jwo, pro’ably written early in 
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2955, which makes interesting reading now, for 
in those paragraphs, Hr. °mith speculates on the 
2956 Republican Convention and thinks r. *isenhower will 
not accept re-nomination, although enormous pressure 
will be placed on him. 

I 

Perh a ps as much from what Hr. Smith doesn t say as anyt 
he does, l gather that in his opinion, Mrs. *isenhower 
is inclined to be a somewhat dumb bunny. Perhaps the 
most he has to say a bout her is that she probably 
works harded than.any other First Lady in recent years 
in making plans for the winter social season. Although 
the author doesn't say so in so many words, still one gets 
theiriippession that this White House social season is about 
the only thing Mrs. *isenhowere does give any attention to, 
n nd that her concen ration on it is far beyond its merits. 

Cnee or twice she has been mentioned, in connection 
with the Eisenhower military career, as the ideal officer's 
wife, and that may or may.not be a crack in itself. 

Most of the t ofess ional soldier's wives I have known who 
h a ve been referred to as "ideal" have been of the Madam Gene 
variety, properly gowned, palitce to everyone occupying 
higher station and mean as hell to those beneath them, 
never possessed of an idea above an oyster except 
in how best to climb o er their nearest neighbors ' body to 
achieve another higher station in the military set-up. 

nothing in the book mentions Vr. Eisenhower's interest | 
in reading,but it is said that he prefers a digest of 
newspaper and magazine material by a secretary to reading 
newspaper of magazine himself and somehow I gather that 
perhaps rs. ^i sen.hower goes him one better and 
skips both the printed word an.d any digest made 
thereof . 

I 

I had known nothing of Mr. Eisenhower s propensity 
for playing bridge, his favorite pastime for Satu day 
afternoons and nights. Bomehow it seems odd in view of dL 1 
golf on Wednesdays and Sundays, "ut what a literary evening* 
this turned out o be and the latter part estpecially must h 
turned out unusually dull. Well, let us hope for something 
better o:i the morrow . 


■.and 


V.iil 


Tuesday, September 18th, 2956. 


Memorandum: 

The enclosures are the thing. Aunt ••illie's letter 
is characteristic of her accustomed energetic expression and 
I particularly am impressed by the fact that she found lines 
to quote from my letter to her regarding the 0 onventions when it is 
obvious that she and 1 are so d efinitely on opposite sides of the 
political fence. 

There is something almost classic in the way she expresses 
herself as having been born a Bemocratwho has metamorphosed 
into a Republican. With her keenness of mind, it would seem as 
though she would recognise that much of the change coming over 
her political enthusiasms must stem from the transformation 
of her financial status from casual income to that of great 
wealth At income tax time she always sounds so very 
Republican and the paragraph in the present letter sets forth so 
natural ly the tune which big money always fiddles in their 
rantings against the emocrats. So often I think of the 
parabol in The u ible concerning a young rich man who iqnuired 
of^hrist a bout his chances of getting into u eaven. The 
same set of rules seem to operate today among men y a 
Republican, even as it did at t e inception of the 
Christian era, and many a Republican, just like the young biblical 
character, seem to find Christ's admonition just as 
difficult to follow. 

t i ' 

In one of my recent letter's x had mentioned a series 
of filrts under the general title of "Great Gardens of the n orld" 
might b‘e something for her to think a bout as she sped around the 
world and 1 touched upon several, especially in Europe and Asia, 
which I assumed she would be visiting. But as we know now from 
her ininerary, she will see only what gardens there are to be g'limpsei 
in a day's-pause at CopMhagen, Berlin i nd^ienn a , so f r as Europe 
is concerned, and none Tn^Asia at all. But it was nice she liked 
the idea of such a set o*f films. I thought it would be so 
nice if she would sponsor the undertaking, —from The Bluff ,- 
Carolyn taking the pictures in the world tour she plans for next 
year, and I do the script from Melrose. From the way the lady 
expresses herself in this letter, one may readily assume, I think, 
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that she would welcone an opportunity to participi te in 
the field work of such an enterprise. Pc rhaps she and Cure 1yn can 
do the filming although after this Australian-New Zea *™* 
jaunt just ahead, something tells me she will not be i,itching fo 
nnother encirclement of the glboe too soon again, as jor me, 1 
naturally prefer "staying put n and under m cj,rcumstonices would 
consider heading out for Europe and Asia with those two 
bidd ies. 

% 

Carolyn passed this way, heading for Hew Orleans , tonight 
between 7 and 8. it's lucky Kay is in California f for I tiX " k 
she would collapse if she got a glimpse of Car yin s new Hash car. 
Carolyn said her old car needed repairs and i' see ' ne J* wlse , 
put the repair money in a new horseless carriage. This is P er, \ a P 3 , 

sound reasoning, so far as the car is concerned but when Kay discover , 
the money she loaned Carolyn for her literary projects have gone 
into a new car, she is going to just pass out, I am surtf. 

1 told Carolyn that if she were smart, she would be dropping 
Kay a letter while Kay is on tfe test Coast, remarking in 
passing nbout some misfortune that happened to her car when 
parked unoccupied somewhere or other, making it imperative 
she employ the supposed insurance against the demolished ve f\ cle .. 
jor something to replace it I beliee Kay suggested Carolyn get rid 
of the Pirates Alley apartment, too, there bye saving 50 dollars 
a month but while A never could see the initialreasonj or 
taking the apartment, I coil readily appreciate Carolyn s 
inclination to shy away from a ay ' s invitation occupy 
or rather to share the St. Ann Street apartment with the 
Registers. 

From J. S. this afternoon, 1 learned that the Wenks, in full 
force, and some friends of the you'ths of that famil y, wn 11 descend 
on Melrose on Friday for a week end visit, as the doctor and the 
boys have in mind Sunday slaughtering of birds^.I 
the weeh end with scant enthusiasm, 1 must say. 

In pursuance of our poverty as exemplified by the presence 
of new air conditioned Cadillacs, new silver serving trays, etc., etc 
a new Admiral photograph cam Jo hand today, — quite a spiffy one 
which plays a dozen records 00a sprint without requiring - 

during a six h ur concert,"**** like the one with radio combination t, 
graces the master s bedroop. This new one must have been purchased 
on the the-ory that it is always convenient to have two over ^ythin, 

■ nd two it is. M&The clipping of Lloyd Hall, a fine house 10 mile 8 . 
so he ow Alexandria, is from the Enterprise. The lady came to s ee me 
but Celeste told her I woujd see her only by appointment.....• 


a m 


i t 4 % 


ii-) .. 
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Lis J 




8194 


Wednesday, September 19th, 19 56. 


Memo randum : 

. 

The amazing drought continues and the transition from 
green to brown goes on apace in the ranks of all vegetation, 
even in places liberally watered by water flowing constantly, day an 
night, from the well. The 30 day prediction issued monthly 
by the Weather Bureau opines higher and drier conditions for 
the last half of September and first half of October. 

The day's post brought a couple more letters from 
James, including a draft of a letter to Dr. Kyser regarding 
the Foundation matter. It seems odd 1 cannot convince him that 
there is adequate Foundation right in the family, if he would 
only make a vague gesture in the direction of The Bluff, therebye 
eliminating the necessity of wearing everybody out with endless 
forms, prospectuses, etc., etc., to a flock of formal 
Foundations where so much rigamarloe is required and so many 
customers are standing in line. 

I was surprised tonight at 8 o'clock when my 
telephone rang and 1 heard Carolyn's voice calling from Alexandria, 
asking if she might drop in as she passed this way en route 
to Natchitoches to spend the night. I had supposed her to be 
in HewOrl ans but it seems she transacted her business 
in New Iberia promptly and so was able to do a turn about 
and skip the lure of the Crescent City. I was glad of 
the opportunity tocall her attention to the need to get busy 
on the dozen newspaper articles that must appear in 
the newspapers a week from Sunday if it is to serve the approaching 
Pilgrimage. She apparantly had lost a week in her calculations 
and so will spend the morrow in Natchitoches taking 
pictures while I shall be busy with liitle Miss Denhome down 


\z 

U*\ ' : 


here 

will 

into 


in the country. As these two ladies have never met, they 
again n iss the opportunity unless by chance _they bump 
each other as they both head northward tomorrow afternoon. 

• • • 

I continue to fulminate a little at the /lew Orleans Public Libr 




•••••• s** 




















Early ttiis morniif , Carolyn telephoned from, the I. 2. Hillard ho 
sayin _ th^t instead of returning to Marshall at dawning, she had 
determined to remain until neon to get some more pictures for 
the Pilgrimage articles and had .appo intments with Mildred Cunningham, 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, #H-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8195 


8196 


Thursday, September 20th, 1956. 


which must keep losing my lis s of Desiderata but I was 
glad to have a copy of °ames T. Adams : "The Adams Family" come 
to hand yesterday so that I might re-read it and profit much from 
the doing thereof. In the present go-round I am more impressed 
th c n e er by the excellence of much of the work and the surprising 
bi a s of the author at some points. Fortunately in this bias part, 
Mr. James T. Adams gets off sufficiently out of line as to 
rn^ke his position obviously off center, as in the case of his 
handling of contributions made by France to America during the 
Revolution. the same time, .his tendency to subscribe to the 
rugged individualism theory of Government also stamps him as 
. a man dear to the Hoover heart, 

I missed Mr. Eisenhower tonight but did hear a summary and 
I was impressed by quotations from a Mixon speech, wherein 
he explained that 0DD csing.Federal power projects, the 
Republican Party prefers the partnership approach, - Government 
plus private enterprise. In other words, the public gives 




its property to private utilities and the latter gouges the public 
by exhorbitant charges when they have to buy b. a ck the power which 
was already theirs in the first place. How even a Mixon can 
trot out such baloney with a straight face, is beyond me, 

I mu3t say that thus far I have noticed less of the complacency that 
the poli icians talk about and more plain indifference than 
in any previous campaign 1 can remember, 

I think it is a bout time somebody set forth a co mprehensive 
policy on the °uez matter and that would c ertainly be refreshing. 

At its present state, it seems to me it is so clouded in half baked 
ideas of handling it that the public, if it ever had any notion 
bout the thing, has long since lost its concept as to what is invoh 
and is so puzzled by the fits and starts that it is quite willing 
to ignore the whole thing until the politican3 eventually 
muddle through with some sort of asolution, 

I find myself wondering a bout the new speed on or incorporated ij 
the new music box J. H. recently acquired. There are the usual 
72, 45 and 33 and o third revolutions perminute, plus ai other 
designated at 16, Mobody around here seems to be able to tell me 
what the 16 r.p.m, is designed for and as it is less than half the sA 
of the usually considered slowest operational, I find myself wonderin 
if some new fangled disc may be in the offing...,,. 


Memorandum :^ 

I feel more like a social butterfly than I have in.years, what 
with all the comings and goings during the past 24 hours, some expected, 
as in Robina’s visit, 30 me unexpected, as an evening at .the 
President's house at the college, • 


Carolyn telephoned from the I. S. Hillard home, 
•turning to Marshall at dawning, she had 


Thelma Kyser and Carmen ireazeale. she saio she would telephone to let 
me know how she made out before departing. 

, -\ - v. 

A li tie after one o'clock, Robina arrived with Louisa Gregory, 

I thought Robina looked fine. We chatted for an hour, fter which 
Louisa and 1 did a literary number while A *obina went over to visit 
Madam Regard and Celeste but as the latter had taken the new boxer 
to the dog doctor in Alexandria, she saw only the former. After that 
she had a nice chat with J. H. at the store before returning here. 

I got a laugh out of one thing she had to tell, -a had not invited her to 
inner, as there was a chance Dan might be here at noon and as he is quite 
disagreeable these days, I thought it would be better for the two ladies 
to be spared that. They a ccordingly dined at the hotel in town and 
found themselves seated at a t^ble next to Dan and fat, both of whom 
were all that cordial. 

There had been two cr three telephone interruptions during *obina's 
is it, including one from Carolyn, saying she had decided to return home 
only on the morrow, one from Dr. Kyser, asking me if I would c are to 
attend a semi-social, semie-business session at his house tonight, and 
another call from The Matchitoches -times, asking for particulars 
bout theVanderlyn cyclorama, Carolyn had said she had an appointment 
with M^.da'i J.^'lphonse prudhomme for 6;30 and as Thelma had asked her to 
drop by the house later in the evening, she had accepted and wondered if 
i would care to go. a told her I had already accepted Dr. fyser's inviatat 
and that worked out very convenientlyt I supped here at 5:30 and 
Carolyn, following her Cakland photographic job, picked me up about 
7. . 

this po nt I should return to another telephone call of the 
afternoon. Mrs. *ood who is to receive at theAfrican House during the 
pilgrimage, called-to ask about some details regarding the costume she is 




} 
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at 


th ink 
to 

ui d so 1 


having made j'or that occasion. She asked me if Rosalind was having 
one made and I told her I hadn't heard from Rosalind in weeks, 
perhaps months and that I was not intending to ask her to assist me 
Yucca. She said she had a feeling that **osalind might or might no 
have in mind to appear as receptionist here on the strenght of last 
year but responded to my statement that I had no intention oj 
extending an invitation, remarked that, as 1 probablu knew, that 
by withholding such an invitation 1 would not be deilfmg anything oj 
n ritfiidj a?id as ^rs. >toods knows Rosalind quite well } I accented 
the veiled hint, confirming as it did what a had heard from other 
quarters, to wit, that, even as Lois Lester, so is Rosalind, inordinately 
jealous of me . As you know, I never could guss what was biting 
Lois Lester and the same goes for Rosalind. If hat either lady has to be 
jealous about, I certainly beyond me. 

Well, in view of such considerations,the present paragraph is 
interesting . On the way to town, Carolyn explained that she had not 
had time for luncheon at noon and Ixw would I mindstopp ng 
with her while she grabbed a bite in town before going on to 
the Kysers. I wouldn't and so we entered the * own house and Carolyn 
ordered some food and I a cup of coffee to sip while she ate. But 
just as the food appeared ? th re was a great gushing, attracting 
the attention of many diners, when Rosalind swe , t over to the able, 
greeting us both and me especially as a long lost friend. bhe said 
she was so anxious to talk with me about a costume for the i J i'lgrimage, 
and that Carolyn and I simply must come over to her table to meet 
one of her old j'riends from Hew ork, just arrived to s pend a 
month with her, a newspaper woman ifl/io once had intervied 
the Kaiser, etc., etc. L tried without- too much dijj iculty to be 
civilized but I am always instinctively resentful of people who 
do not allow one ofthe courtesy of privacy in a public dining room, 
and as Carolyn's food and my coffee had just arrived, 1 could 
of-no reason why we should go trapsing across the dining room 
make the acquaintance of a friend of a osalind or anybody else 
pointed out that we would pay our r espects to her table a 
little later when we had concluded the business to hand on the table. 

I a glad to report that Rosalind and her guest departed before Carolyn 
itad finished and Rosalind must have sensed the snib since she did not both 
tobrmg her guest to our table as she left. 

So do seisms h,ave their inception and widen and the Lord alone 
knoews where the seam will split next. 

* 

I was very pleasant at the Kys-ers and »/c/tn and 1 canvased plans for 
thedevelopement of the historical su’MJey as mentioned in the n&wBpapcrs 
some time back, it being decided he iooiild bring Lester Hughes and 
''iss Vinters down here for a conference shortly, lack home, Carolyn 
let me out at the front gate and dashed back to town while it is now 

Wci&K d"hifckWwll?i.t?10hMg c M$-Sb1$ aii&jf f '2iie£ 9 9 g Mter 

to Lr • Xyscr regarding the Foundation business • lUcxt will come later ***•• 




Friday, September B'lst, 1956. 


Uemorandum : 

According to t e /Heather bureau, autumn will not 
actually arrive today but rather will put in an ap pearance 
tomorrow at 7:36 in the evening » 

. 

But an atmospheric change was evident, nevertheless, 
when the Shreveport contingent blew in this fternoon and 
in spite of high emperaiures on the thermometer and a three mile 
an hour wind drift, there was something n the nature of 
a tornado that seemed to sweep through the place when the guests 
blew in. Only two members of the family arrived, Sister and 
John Henry, but they brought three stapping youths with them and 
the hurly-burly was almost as good a s though it Rad been exclusively 
a family affair. 


With the sun setting a little bef‘ 


-fore 6, it seemed strange that 
the four youths dwaddled a round until a quarter past the hour to 
get started for the woods in search of something to kill, 
a nd this leisureliness of getting started seemed especially curious 
in view of the f act thatSister j dmonished 
home before dark. At wouldn't seem to me 
down by a quarter of an hour, th.ere would 
their disposal to travel to. the woods, do 
back before dark, all of which would have 
half an hjour, 1 


them all to get back 
that with the sun already 
be much extra time a t 
their killing and then get 

, w— __ _ to. be accomplished within 

should think, but fortunately that is there 


problem and represents at least one thing u don t have to worry about 

Aside from the tumult of the Venk advent, there was 
a mild flurry when one of the field hands, chasing cows on horseback, 
had. his leg broken when the horse rolled over on top of him. He 
isBootsie Boy Hachette, the same first cousin of nillie brown, 
who chunked Willie with a whiskey bottle a week or two back, knocking 
out 8 of Willie's teeth. This accirdent of today will be attributed 
to Divine Justice and the two first cousins will, in e a ch other s eye 
now be just about equal • I still can t help smiling every time 
..... a ' 1 " 


1 


I 
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I hear the natter of the bridge work episode gone over and over, 
for the big thing about it seems to have been not that the 
8 theeth were knocked out but that the bottle was swung by 
a first cousin, Personally, it seemed almost academic to me 
whether the aggressor should hav been a first or thirty first 
cousin but it is that first cousin thing which seems to 
stick in everybody's crop, including the assaulted one, 

In today's post came the Library of C on gress list which 
I shall send along under separate cover, I urgently reauest that 
you toes the t ing into the trash basket, should denanas on 
your time be stacked up pretty high, a3 I am sure they a re, 
at the present season „ .As you know, there is a question in my 
mind as to what amount, if any, of attention is given to these 
lists when theyare returned to Washington and the matter is 
not of sufficient importance, —the checking of the list, - to 
warrant anyone standing o?i his head, --especially little Miss Leee, 
if a heap of "must stuff" be crying for priority consideration. 


I notice a pale flush of vel'low in the persimmon trees these 
days, suggesting that a ripening process may well have started. 

With Pilgrimage time three weeks away, I reckon we may expect 
the fruit to be in perfect condition or perhaps a little over 
ripened by the 13th and 14 of October, so that I shall be able 
to have bushels of the fruit to hand to give a souvenir of 
perishable nature to every passing Pilgrim, 

One chore, not of my own selecting, I have in store for 
me on the morrow. In spite of the a,11-embracing drought, there 
is a big transplanting fob in the offing for Sister brought an 
endless quantity of plants, about a foot and a half or perhaps two fee 
in height, in full leaf and currently in flower, —a small ed flower, 
which is to be added to the local c ollection, I suppose 
I may be able to smash through the earth's surface with an axe but 
dynamite might be more effective to penetrate the crust, 

1 cannot imagine a more inapproprai te season to offer anyone 
plants of obviousfragility and of course the dandy thing q bout 
laboring like a slave to get them into the ground is the fact 
that under existing weather conditions they are all xt a bound 
to turn up their toes before one can turnaround, 

» 

t's going to be so nice wh.en peace settles down again and 

2 can turn"to the I, T,.xdms look on the Adams Family 

dndlet those who would run the roads do just that . 


I 
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Sunday, September 23rd, 19 56 


The radio is sputtering a bout a hurricane gal named Flossie, 
said to be packing winds of 75 miles an {/our and intent on 
descending on flew Orleans about midnight • t>o many of these 
Flossies in the past have hit at about the same spot on 
the Gulf Coast, only to verge eastwardly and so deny us so much 
a s a dab of moisture that while I hold the thought that this one 
may be different, I must confess I put little faith in her and 
accordingly all faucets are open in the gardens and the parched 
plants are at least getting a sUjgestion of dampness whetixer 
Flossie adds s mething more substantial or nt. 

As for tlxe week end, last past, it turn.cd out rather differently 
than had been expected, especialy in its comparative brevity, 
whpt with the guests returning to Shreveport o>i Saturday 
rather than Sunday and it goes without saying I am thankful for 
small favors • 

I dou t recall if I mentioned in Friday's memo that 
only two members of theWenk family honored us, —Sister and her 
younger son, John Henry Wenk, They brought with them three youths 
who were introduced as pals o John Henry and friends of the family, 

Pat told the clerk on Saturday morning that he had been 
a ble to seelp mighty little Friday nigh , what with all the 
carryings on and chasing in and out at the big house. Sister and 
the boys didn't put in an appearance until 1 0:30 or 11 on 
Saturday morning. Before that magical hour. King Hunter, offspring 
of the artist, had consulted with J, H, He.explained to him 
that he and another man on the place had been returning home rather 
late on Friday night in King's car when, along by the lower end 
of the garden, giving on the highway, the boys had chunked 
large gravel and small stones at the car, sm a 3hing tlxe window 
the splintered glass of which had had to be extricated from the 
face of hi 3 companion . J, H, contacted the man K one of the 
Horan's, and was. told the same vale by him and o', H, was much impress 
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bv the gashed in the man's face. J. H. rounded up oohn Henry 
Wenk, got the full particulars, and told him to tell the boys 
they weren't to return here as his guests or anyone else s. the 
five visitors for the week end accordingly departed along a bout 
5 o 'clock on Saturday afternoon and the balance of the 
week end was pleasantly placid. 

On Saturday night I fiddled around in the kilo-cycles 
with a view to hearing what the politicians had to say but 
came up with nothing very exciting. 1 believe Hr. Stevenson was 
speakinj somewhere but 1 never could find him. c ut I did bump 
into Mv, Mixon, broadcasting from Denver. The speech was 
well delivered but its contents consisted of the usual eye 
wash and would stand might little examination for anything vaguely 
suggesting a truth or a policy, although there was some vague 
suggestion about people being a ble to aspire to a four day week 
if they voted for the Republicans or some such. This 
morning's radio mentioned that Hr. Stevenson and Mrs. Roosevelt 
were to attend church together in Denver. I am under 
the impression Mr. Stevenson is rather short and, if so, l 
should be especially jlad to see a snapshot of him with the 
former,first lady walking together. 

I only heard one of the Forum things this evening, instead 
of the usual two or three but I liked what i heard, --ur. 

Omar Carmichael of L 0 uisville, on Face the Ration. 

I liked everything he had to s ay, all of wtach seemed remarkably 
impregnated with frankness and good sense, in strange antrast 
to much of the political clap-trap cluttering up the air waves 
these days. 


Monday, September £4th, 2956. 


scie 
the i 
spac 
new 
, unde 
how 
the 
take 
bu 


I was entranced over somettiing 1 heard on one program oj a pse i 
ntific nature, not for all the data it gave on rockets, 
r speed and their propensities for Mper>eling through 
e but rather because the speaker itCcluded a limerick 
to me and which I thought hilarious for those like me who 
•rstand nothing about the Einstein relativity business and 
one, by traveling faster than sound, may eventually skirt a bout 
universe and get back to arth almost as soon as they 
< off. I am not sure of the prc ise worSing of the jingle, 
here it is so far * s the burden of the tale was told : 


"There was a young lady named Bright, 

Who traveled faster than light. 

She eloped one day 

In a relative way, . • f 

And returned on the previous night." 

That, surely, is q splendid example of getting the cart 
before the horse, don t you think so 


Memorandum j 


It has been cooler these last few nights but the thermometer 
dibs up for the 60's to the 90's during the day while 
Flossie rips along the^ulf Coast eastwardly, offering us not so 
much as a cloud, which seem3 selfish enough on her part, after 
pouring 8 inches of rain on the Crescent City, already water-logged 
beca se of the unusual l'y heavy rains during August in that 
area.. 

Last night I finished The Adams Family. Already 
I am lookinj orward to reading it again within a year or two. 

For in spite of some interpretati on.s to which I cannot sub¬ 
scribe, it does, nevertheless, embrace a marvelous series of 
glimpses of the several ..damses and their careers, filling one with 
winder that a single family line should have produced so many 
exce tional individuals in the course of three or four generatios. 

The last pa'st of this recorded version is devoted primarily 
to Henry's last years. As I read it, a thought came to the surface 
which has probably long been latent in my mind, to wit, that 
in a cumbersome sort of way, Henry Adams is to 20th century what 
Marcel Proust was to France at n ^out the same time. It might be 
easier to chalk up their differences than thei'r similarities, with 
Henry inclined to be irrasible, Marcel so sweet, but their 
natures in other respects and their erudition and their love of 
cultivated society and their breadth of intellectual pursuits 
m a kes them appear to have been w: nderfully a like in 
essentials. 

> . 

James T. Adams, the author, occasionally surprises me by 
making use of a generality when a specific would have done better, as 
in that section where he remarks that following a stroke along 
„bout 1911, Henry recovered sufficiently to divide his time between 
Washington and Paris and the author remarks that He. ry liked to 
have 12th and 13th century ballades sung to him a nd that he 
foun himself on the outbreak of the war in 1914 in a 
chateau in the French country. "In a chateau in the French 
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country" seems to me a classic example of a generality which 
is needlessly ague » Why he didn t mention tlte name of 
the place or at least give some notion as to which part 
of "the French country " Henry was living . I suppose this point 
is of no interest to other readersbut it certainly is to me. 

I recall that Winston Churchill was with theformer Consuelo 
Vanderbilt at Her chateau when the war broke out, too but 
th'e author didn't simply l 2 bel the place as in the French country. 
But one must remember that James T. Adams appears to be very a nti- 
Fre.ch and I, for one, think he has a perfect right to his 
personal feelings. But it would appear to me that He 
inclines to mix up French and 18th century ideals a'nd civilization 
now and then, therebye putting a blot on his historical concepts. 
Surely it must be agreed that $;i large meas re , the 18th century 
was just as much a state of mind a s a page on thecalendar of lime, 
and while it seems to be pretty much accepted that its roots 
were in the soil of He de France, its branches j lowered 
all over Europe and in America and that many of these blossoms 
foretold fruit of vast value after the plant itself had 
withered and died. Unfortunately James T. Adams seems to 
confuse this tree of great price with the soil in which it 
flourished and the result is that hi's dislike of the latter 
confuses his regard for the former an.d so tends to thrmxffitxou 
throw out of line some of his better judgements down to 
the present. 

I was ' glad to re-read and so refresh my memory concerning 
Henry, such qs his birth in 1858 and his eath in 1918, 
and how Chartres apprantly had left him utterly cold on previous 
visits until he journeyed by automobile with the Henry Cabot Lodges 
through Normandy and on to He de France along ‘ 2 bcut 1898 
when Henry's eyes were suddenly opened to a whole new concept 
of civilization, impelling him to return again and agin to 
drink in someth ng other than the social life of Haris which had 
been, his main fare up to then, ft is said that he took his old 
friend, John LaFarge, with ul* om he had toured f the South Pacifice, to 
Chartres and LaFrage contr ibutedmuch to Henry s appredation of 
the stained glass, staturary, etc., etc. 


Forgive this exclusively li eary memo. I did want to chat 
with youibovt a enry, however, believing youenjoy pondering on the 

3 ame. top e. All rocks along a: ietly here and Erwin deposited 
anozher^egg on my doorstep this morni i 


>ng, 




Tuesday, September 85th, 19 56. 

9 ;« wt icp.s 
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Memorandum: 

I listen with envy to radio reports of the 6 and 
8 inch rains being spilled over Georgia by one Flossie as we 

' ' . •* ^ ;*v* .* ' >. ** Li . ‘ . a » 

continue basking in sunshine and greater cracks open in the 
soil as the parched earth contracts further and vegetation 
sags from green to gray and then to brown. 

In the reading section, I have suddenly jumped, —and 
what a jump, from Henry Adams to TheCovered Wagon, of al 1 
things. For some reason, known only to Mr..Smmmerfield 1 s 

boys, the postman came an hour ahead of schedule today , bringing 

no first class mail and no books. Petehaps, had he come on time, 
he wouldn't have had anything anyway but I.had a feeling he might 
have several items for me, including a dab of literure. 

The Covered Wagon cam « to hand the other day in responde to my 
request for Boswell's Life of Johnson which I wanted to re¬ 
read. The substitution was certainly a surprise. 

But although I had seen the movie in Paris under the 

title of "Caravan Ver 1 'Ouest", I never had read the book and so, what 

with Mr. Boswell being absent, I took a crack at the tale 

of 1848 doings onthe Oregon Trail .and found it pretty good in a 

Saturday Evening Post sort of way. I must confess, however, 

that I am holding the thought that the postman may make up for 

lost time on zhe morrow. 

Just before sitting down.to this machine, I devoted myself 
to a bit of radio listening rom the direction of Peoria, Illinois, 
to see what, if aything, the President might br ng up regarding 
the Farm Problem. If you heard .it, you will note that 
nothing of a c onstructive nature was .trotted out, and in fairness 

* J, J 08 w ' ..O '«* <4 > v w«.‘ ,,'•** ’ 

* d • ***««*•* 




ft •> 
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Wednesday, September 26th, 19 56 


to the President, I think it must be admited that nobody knows 
the answer to the Farm Problem and so it was perhaps just 
as well that he was content to rest on his laurels, placing 
all the evils obtaining in that segment of our nation economy 
at thcdoor of the Democrats, etc,, etc,, and crawl out of 
the 1952 promise to support parity by explaining he meant 
parity of national income in proportion to what other 
brackets of the economy were receiving, not parity on 
Agricultural prices . That seemed to me making use of 
g side door instead of heading slap into the the problem, but 
since he and nobody else really knows how to solve the problem, 
perhaps that escape d or was as good as any, 

I shall be intere ted to see if ai ybody on the morrow 
has anything to ay about the interruption with hilarious 
applause on"the part of the audience in the midst of the 
President's saluation at the very first sentence of his 
speech, You may recall he began with the conventional,- 
"Mr, Chairman, Governor Whoever, students of Bradley 
College,—(vast applause and excitemtn(, Ladies and Gentlemen 

It is quite possible that many of the radio listeners far from 
Peoria wondered a bout he din, imme lately following 
the'words, "Bradley College", The reason, of course, is the fact 
that Peoria, .and particularly Bradley, is extremely touchy 
„bout the status of their institution of higher learning and have 
long made an issue about it being, not o college, but 
a university, Thus, when the guest of honor pulled the boner 
of dubbing it a college, the reaction on the part o the 
audience was immediate and noisey. This point is of such 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find your elegant letter of Saturday 
by air in today’s post, and thank Heaven the Buckeye 
business didn t last more than a day, 

. How readily cai I imagine the impossibility of finding 
a moment to call your soul your own and I pray you not to 
try to cvrrespond when everything is such a hodge-podge 
of business and society and back to business again, with en 
comings and goings tossed in to keep the pot bubbling over 
at every trun. My guess is that from, now until after the 
holidays, things will be in a perpetual swirl and it will 
be so much nicer to know that you are collapsing at every 
slip second that a pause is possible and not attempting to 
hit the keyboard until some measure of calm, has been re¬ 
stored , 


x t goes without saying that x am delighted to know the 
little one got along so wonderfully but at the same time, as 
you point out, it seems amazing that such another twist should 
be waiting around the corner, once the travelers set foot 
again on home soil, 1 think the children are to be 
pitied most of all, for it must invariably confuse them 
when such events explode in their faces and, especially during 
their tender years, it must be impossible, in view of their 
lack of experience in mundane matters, to make it clear to 
them what all the excitement is about. 


It would seem as though the presence of children 
ought to tend to discourage philandering , in large measure, and 
at the same time, it must be quite difficult for one 
parent to break up the home when the children are co nsidered, 
even, as appears in the present instance, the separation is 
so justified, I find it remark n ble, too, that the tendency 
to philander so often fpllows through from father to son and 
wh.at is more distressing, from father to daughters, as may 
be expected to happen in the years to come when the little 
ones have attained their maturity, I could never make any sense 
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about this tendency for the same inclinations toward extra-marital 
tendencies to happen in the same family from generation to genera¬ 
tion, and 1 think it isn t always so but - 1 must say I have been 
enormously impressed at d~puzzled by such phenomena occurring 
a nd recurring over and over ag^in in the c ompar^t ively few 
succession of generations which -i , in my own life time, have 
obserflhd,opportunities t pr-sentcd for, seeing stage presentations 
is wonderful but there, s not the slightest doubt in my 
mind th t you gladly, on many occasion, would have traded the 
seat in the theatre for full repose on your downy couch. I 
n m hopinj that in spite of your co panions, you may have been 
able to "rest your eyes" now a 


your eyes" now and then, for often what one 
misses on the boards momentarily is well worth the re¬ 


invigorating up-lift that comes with complete relaxation 


that comes with sleep, even though it be muc momentary, 


and got quite 
piece was explaining 


and 


Last night I heard some radio play or other 
a kick out of one line wherein the hero of the 
the time something happened, reamrking that it was Just dusk 
and the t in, sliver sickle of the new moon hung low, in the eastern 
sky, Whatever script riter thought that one up had better go 
star gazing a bit before he tries his hand further in the position 
of hea enly bodies for a thin, new moon appearing in the East 
is something I think that writer and any other scribe has never seen 
ncverCwrihln telephoned today bpt didn t have anything in 
particular to say except to report, which I knew as soon as 
■i heard her, that she had a terrific cold. She did mention having 
been out to Rosalind's cemetery the other day and had seen the 
lady. She likes Rosalind and beca: se of. that, I couldn t 
help wondering why she hadto be catty and pass along some remark 
^bout how chic Rosalind always looks except when, a s at 
present, she forgets to dye her hair frequently enough, I 
sked her what color hair Rosalind has and she responded that usualy 
she has two colors, —brunished light tan predominant but 
usually white s close to her scalp There may have been a bit of vanity 

has all the looks 


a 


in Carmen s remark, too 
a nd vitality of t a yone 20 years 


, forCarmen, although 70, 


younger, which 

bout Rosalind's age and perhaps Carmen wanted > 
to herself by pointing to la Aswell, 


is 

to 


probably Just 


direct attention 


I think 
and then do a 
doesn t catch 


1 


shall finish jc off 
of radioing, if 
up with me too soon 


d n b 


the Covered Wagon tonight 

sleep, these c olorfu'l, cooler nights , 






V 


\ 
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Thursday, September 27th, 19 56. 


? c.'i oJ o * i, to 'i-. i,tdi Li. m 1 

Memorandum : 

It has been aiother of those mixed up days, —pleasant enough 
but routine shifted about and unexpected callers to present established 
custom appear somehow different from the usual pattern, 

% t 

For instance, Carmen telephoned me about 10 this morning, 
saying there was some 9-ne there who wished to speak with me, Caroly, 
of all people, was the next speaker. She and her aunt, sister 
of Carolyn's father, were heading for flew Orleans and asked if 
they might drop .in to say howdy en route. They might. And 
they arrived a little before 11 and were gone by 11*25, 

They had been making appointments in town for some photogra hing 
of Pilgrimage biddies in town for Sunday afternoon and 
couldn t establish contact with some of them, i called Lucille 
Prudhomme tonight to ask if she would be "on tap" o?i Sunday 
afternoon and she said 3he would, I shall be surprised if that 
schedule is maintained, so far as the Ramsey ladies are concerned, 

3ince they plan to leave Mew Orleans Sunday morning and get 
to Natchitoches by early afternoon but that is their problem, 

A % 

Our sunny weather c ntinues and although the light at 
20:30 .or 11 this morning was as intense as usual, it did seem to have 
9 peculiar lumiosity which may or may not explain why Carolyn caught 'si< 
of some numbers on the great cypress slcb3 forming the upper story of 
. the African House that nobody to my knowledge has ever noticed before. 
She noticed them while ± was showing her aunt about and called our 
attention to them when we came outside the building, I got 
a ladder after dinner and thought * would have a look for myself but 
they are too elusive for my vision although i could feel some of them, 

I suppose they must have been carved into the ,planks when they were 
being hewn into shape and prob bly were numbered in o der that 
they .would fit properly together when the actual building process 
beg a n. They seem to be about an inch or an inch and a half in 
height aud are Roman numerals which somehow s eem$ a little odd although 
we know well enough that Roman rather than Arabic numbers 
were perhaps fully as popular in the 18th century as the other 
type • One distinctive feature in this numbering process is the 


1 
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Friday, September 28th, 2956. 


tell-tale evidence that whoever did the carving of these numbers 
into the great slabs was either somewhat original in making the 
individual numerical signs or was not up to snuff on the 
customary use of these symobols . ‘Ihe ifac t that in at least 
one instance o F is upside down dcesn t mean anything more, perhaps, 
than the slab was turned over when put in place, making the notation 
upside down. D ut what is more revealing is to be found, for 
example, in the number 14 which I find quite delifhtful, 
for instead of carving Xl V, the number is written Xlll. 

i 

As we were in a great hurry, —at least the ladies were, - only 
quick glance could be made of the notations at one corner but it 
would appear there are other numbers on the other three corners, —aboui 
8 inches in from the corner, to be precise. I cm. looking forward to 
having another go at these notations whenever circumstances permit 
and 1 want to make sketches of some of themore interesting ones. Off 
hrjnd, 1 should say, these A oman numerals are prob bly the oldest 
examples of such carving in this section of Louisiana, perhaps in 
„22 Louisiana a. d I have a feeling they may be come items of 
interest when general a ttantion has been directed to them • 

< 

■Che enclosures speak for themselves and aren t of great interest, 
The letter from “unt M illie indicates much doings in Hollywood prior to 
her take off, • L t also reveals how many worlds apart she 
a nd we are in regard to some such subject as the article 
she mentions by the Editor of the Charleston Courier, I have 
no doubt this is the thing which app ared in Harpers end which 
Charles Cunningham re-rprinted in the'l'imes at the time his 
newly employed negro lineotpye worker suffered a heart attack. 

J-t wasn t quite clear to me wh^t Bob meant to say in regard to 
Betty and her plans concerning next June, I think I shall drop 
Kay a line, assuming she is to be in California for a while yet, althoi 
sue can make, unmake and remake plans so quickly that I am always 
more or less at a los 3 to guess where she and any grasshopper might be 
as between one glance in their direction and the next. 

• 

Also, in pursuance of ^a.es' letter and his mention of Dr. Kyser, 
it is interesting 1 haven't heard from that gentleman regarding 
the *oundation thing, praises be. I think *ames hasnft the vaguest 
concept of how much work is involved for me in such an undertaking and 
he co.'.templates me undert k ng them by the half dozen.. . 


al th o u 
s 

ght be 


Memorandum : 

The Veathe 
Flossie proceed 
how it was expe 
coast but not a 
leaving me wond 
for key cities 
52 degrees, the 
holding the tho 
Gotham may have 
bit. A parade 
chest and head, 
so I can well i 
their share of 
th*. t little Mis 


r Bureau has done a heap of talking about 
ing along the Hew °ersey shore and 
cted she would brush along the Hew England 
word was said about the Manhattan area, 
ering what was what. In the thermometer readings 
in the nation, Hew York was listed at 
coolest of all points given. I am 
ught that superintendents of buildings in 
had a heart and stoked up their furnaces a 
pf colds is making the rounds in this rea, — 
and this in spite of our 9 5 degree temperatures 
magine that cooler and damper places may be having 
the distemper but I am Itolding the thought 
's Lee may escape • 


Rosalind telephoned today. She said Thelma Kyser 
wanted her to receive at the Present’s house during the tour 
nd that the committee for the preservation of hysterical 
houses wanted her to receive at the Lemee House but there 
was only one place she wanted to receive and that was at Yucca. 

She was putting on a restrained act of the persecuted woman 
and it was quite good. I told her that as I had not heard from 
her in some time, I really had not counted on her presence this year 
and that I had made up my mind to devote myself to Yucca 
when the flood of pilgrims surged in this.direction. She came 
back with another wail *nd a heap of..talk having nothing to 
do with the case. I think it would be folly to make an issue 
out of her impetuosity and accord ngly told her that if she 
‘‘cared to join me, that would be perfectly alright • I 
have a feeling she will put in an appeetutance on Satu day 
but not on Sunday, for on Saturday she will discover that 
she and I will both be holding down the fort at Yucca and 
that there will accordingly be scant opportunity for her to 
make the haul she did last year and probably one day of such 
frustration will be enough for her. If the rumors are 
true that she is no friend of mine, there is bound to be some 
other reason for her strong desire to decline other invitations 


She said Thelma Kyser 
sint's house during tin 


do with the case. I think 
out of her impetuosity and 
‘‘cared to join me, that woul 
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to assist in town and 1 shall make it a point to see 

to it that if that desire is to J dd to her library, that 

aspiration will not be realised on this year's go-round. It is certa 

outrageous to attribute book-lifting to the lady if she is 

innocent but the disappearance of a half dozen valuable 

books and the departure o the lady without notifying anyone 

last year, added to her determination to return at all costs 

this year certainly gives a peculiar twist to one whose 

lack of enthusiasm for me during the past year has been so heavily un 

lined by silence except when she wanted something, 

On the home front, Erwin is sticking to schedule by depositing 
a fresh egg every morning on my doorstep, On the first day she did s 
I was in a hurry when I stumbled overit so unexpectedly, and so 
I picked it up, glanced about hurriedly for some place 
to put it out of harm.s way, and dashed on, The first 
place I found to place it was in the big ash tray on the 
round fip-top table here eside my desk. For some reason, 

I didn t geiaround to put it away later in the day and the next 
morning I instinctively place the second egg beside the first. 

Now there are seven or eight in the big ash tray and everyone 
p a ssinthis way views th.e collection with astonishment ,— 
such an unlikely place to park the duck fruit, 

”, “ .. * 

The artist came to see me today, bringing her latest effort 
in a composition that is less a painting for wall decors 
than an illustration of a modified architectural lay out, 
the x original notion reminding one of that painting 
in one of the smaller apartments at Versailles wherein 
Louis XIV had a birdseye painting of each of the roayl chateaux 
hung in a sin le room. The composition she had jus l painted 
rather suggested the Quator2e Marly-1 e-Roi , with the big house 
at the bottom. Yucca to left of center, the wash house 
to right of center, t e African House at top center^g*^ 

People and things are flying around in>the cornetf^9fUP e whole thin 
will lend itself admireably, I think, for some future ^ 
ill sfration of a Cane^iver book I am rounding up some crimson 
and white paint with a view to having her do a bdptisin', primarily 


Sunday, September 30th, 19 56 


Memorandum 


I hesttate about mentioning it fv fear of frightening it 
away but it is a fact that it is sprinkling just a little. 

The radio has been talking a bout a mild disturbance in the 
9ulf with 30 mile winds, heading in a northwesterly direction. 

Perhaps this is the front of the thing and that we shall eally get 
some moisture after all, 

Carolyn and' her aunt had an appointment at Oakland for 
3 o'clock. At 4 o'clock the lady telephoned from Montrose, saying 
they had been driving through such torrential rains their 
progress had been unusually slow and that they were not 
Pausing here on their way north. She said they had 
not seen James in New Orleans and had seen no light in his 
house, leading them to a ssume he might be out of town, 

I did a little reading last night from Tolstoy's 
War and Peace, I thought I might refresh my memory a 

little as a courtesy to those who will be passing this way who will hav 
seen the movie, enabling myself to speak with a little more understand¬ 
ing on the subject, I suppose the recorded edition must come in 
half a do 2 eh cartons but the Library sent me only 3 so 
I might have the pleasure of beginning in the middle of the book 
since the first 5 parts are not included in the cartons re¬ 
ceived, It has been quite a while since I last read the book but 
I found it easy enough to catch on to the trend of the story u;id 
the characters as I dived into the thing, I wqsn’t long in 
having my earlier opinions confirmed, to wit, that 1 olstoy 
h a d stuck to the Peace part of his nyvel and let the War part 
alone. Having himself been in J^/^rmy', he undoubtedly felt 
himself o?i home ground when rjyJjjina all the military 
particulars he incorporated tnfKjb^ji^mrk, The War part drags the 
tale too much and tends to conji^Llli^rigkt the theory of 
Htphan Lweig that a heap of classics could be a bridgcd to advantage 
for the general conveinience of the average reader, too often 
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Monday, October 1st, 19 56 


frightened off by the bull of a tome, and quite correctly so 
when good boohs have been weighted down with too much detail 
h a vin 0 no positive requirement in the make up of the volume. 

The Lord knows little Murce'l could go into as minute detail 
a s any writer and because of that, 1 am. delighted that he never 
jot enthusiastic c tout the military and so lost himself so far afield 
as did mein lieber Leon, 

' And speaking of Proust recalls the recent visit of 
Louisa Gregory with obina, I m^y have told you this but I 
shall run the risk of repeating myself regardless, —L found it 
so amusing, Louisa told me that she had never read Proust but as 
a Librarian, she was often called upon by others who wanted to 
sample his work, asking her advise' as to which of his books might 
give them the best notion as to his worth. She said that there were 
so many to select from that she usually recommended "In Search of 
Things Past" and asked me if 1 thought that that' volume 
was as representativeof his work as any, 1 told her I felt 
sure it was although if the reader found that particular ( 
novel a little extended, they might, perhaps, sample Swann s Way, 

i found myself thinking of the Registers this morning and regretted 
that with all their moneu and desire to go into business, I couldn't 


emo randum 


I think I remarked last night that I hesitated to 
mention, the suggestion of a sprinkle that put in an appearance 
about the time I sat down to write. It turned out that my 
hesitation was well taken. It is true that Mate h i toe he s 
did get something in ttye nature of a shower but between here 
a nd Alexandria we didn t and today the faucets have been 
going full blast and Emmett and Erwin, as usual, making the 
most of it, as soon as Erwin had deposited her early morning 
egg on my doorstep, 

*s ^ j' tk - % ~ • ■ j, 

I saw the ladies at coffee this morning. Sighs of stress, 
induced by all the work she will Rave to do in preparing the big 
house for the Pilgrim ge, is beginning to tell on Celeste, 

But because she is all wrapped up in her enthusiasm over joining 
the Garden Club, she did come b c ck into focus long enough to 
tell a Garden Club tale about the lady who was appointed to fetch 
a properly arranged flower piece to a Flower Show, as were several 
o her members of her club. After she had worn herself out at 
home getting the thing properly rigged up and depressed because she 
had found it impo ssible to obey all the rules, she got her 
husband to drive her to the show, just at the point of opening, - 
her be-labored flQwer arrangement parked on the back seat, A 
near accident forced the husband to apply his brakes unexpectedly 
and the flower arrangement fell forward upside down onto the 
floor. But fortunately the wife, in her terror on the front seat, 
failed to notice the wreck of her creation and on arriving 
at the show, she dashed in, instructing her husband to be careful 
and bring her work of art in right away. He complied, after jamming 
the scattered posies back into their dish and, to the lady's 
amazement, she was accorded 1st pri2e • 

v VftV ' ^ • -. • i *t * -i v i fe • i v, •» 

. . . I . * . 4 . 4 • fp-* * 1 V " 4 • • * ^ ‘ ' J* 

Veil, this tale reminded us of one q bout little Miss Alberta wh 
•i may or may not have related to you, if I have, forgive the 
repetition. Once when little Miss Alberta was painting magnolias 
at Melrose, Miss Sally persuaded her to come down to Magnolia to 
%pend the night with her as she was to be alone with no one in the 
house but herself, the servants and hex grandson, Norman Gunn, 
then a high school youth. Early in the evening, Norman was bemoanin 
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his arduous school boy s life especially his home worn:, expiamm 

that his Art teacher had required every one in the class to make a 
fine poster for home work that day• Little Miss Alberta, a kindly sc 
and much experienced in drawing and painting, offered comfort to 1form 
ended up by doing most of the job for him, Herman was entranced and 
headed cut for school with vast assurance on the morning . On hie 
return home that night, however, his mood had chanced. For his ejfor 
at poster making, Norman had been given a» F • 

Tonight festivities are going on across the fence iif celebration 
of Father Coble's birthday which occured on Thursday of Friday but 
c o uldn 1 1 get properly observed until tonight when allmthe Reverend 
Fathers and some of the Cane River ladies could join in a pow-wow 
a t this bend of the river. I was invited.and of course declined, as 
I do not go out at night, especially if that means induliging 
in across the fence parties. Rut as a gesture of good will, I 
installed a bouquet of gardenias early this evening before the ladies 
returned from town, It s a cock-eyed time for gardenias, — 

October instead of May, and particularly so in consideration of the 
prolonged drought, but flowers are like that, always putting in 
qn appearance at such unexpected moments and decidedly off 
schedule and as Father li oble is a good egg, 1 am glad I had something 
out of season to pass along for the festivities. 

» i f 

Five more cartons of Tolstoy s War and Peace came in today s 


Memo rand m: 

Now I'm taking my turn at having a fine cold and I'm glad 
to have it now, if have it I must, so that it will be out of 
the way be a week from Saturday a nd Sunday* 

seems to be suffer 


The current distemper from which everyone 
is sufficiently virulent in the nose and throat section but 
does :i t seem to do any concentrating on the chest section so 
that nobody really gets flattened out although their voices and 
the constant employment of Kleenex suggests the affliction is 
worse than it really is 
by Pat and at the same 
mama who is the cook, 
while one can 
in the sound, of one 
the actual misere _ 

I have mein l.ieber Leo's opus to fall back on when I find myself 
tired to do any w ork and not in a mood to fold up my bqard. For 
once the timing for such problems is perfect and 1 can t work up 
muy sympathy for myself. 

In matters atmospheric, it would seem as though we 
might be getting some moisture from on high one of these days. 

This morning a bout 11, there was a vast rumpus going on in the 
heqvens to the north and south of us and people traveling the roa 
reported a wash-out at Cloutierville and a pretty good shower 
at Bermuda, It's wonderful how close the r a in clouds can spill o 
cargo and yet succeed in missing us by a hair. 

Tomorrjow. .is a, y.'s birthday and Thursday is Madam Regard's, 
n nd Celeste will engineer a j 
by a.h a ving a flock of Mansura 
Thursday, ThiA means, x suppose 
only the SaAth. Loxii s iana folks apd 
be extended to the clerk and to me, —I hope. The food, o cours< 
will be excellent as always but th re will be .that i .'.evitable 
strenuous effort of serve up everything in such an ultra Harper's 
Bazaar fashion and the hos ess will be in such a highly nervou s ; 
that far greater pleasure will be in store for these who, althougl 
dining on humbler fare, will relish the greater satisfaction of g< 
which is to say, a peace of mind enabling what food one does const 
be digested with far greater ease and sati 3facti on, 


~ Celeeste had hers a week or so back, fo 
time one of my secretaries and then his 
and sc the thing makes its rounds and 
get lots of sympathy in view of the alteration it m 
's, voice and the unending sniffling going on, 
isn t o great consequence and I am glad 


Tolstoy's novels, like others of excellence, are forever present 
characters to the r e.ader who s eem to have their counter-parts in peop 
the reader knows. R case in point is his character, Prince Rndrew, a 
sketch of whom from Tolstoy's pen sounds as though it mijht be a 
word picture .of the contemporary actor, Tyron Power and at the same 
time, it suggests Magruder Drake, brother of Claribel Drake, whose le 
if I can find it, may be enclosed herewith. It s strange how few pec 
there are in this world with whom we could join in p lay ing a game of 
writing the name of haracters at the top of separat+pieces of 
paper and then seeing how many real people we could yWown 
under the name of the fictional personality at the tjml of the sheet. 
It always struck me that Gone With The Wind had «no.r»iJ»s possibilitie 
for such a game but how few people we know who wou1Fd 9 able to 
pl a y the game. 

This is a dull literary evening, I fear, but perhaps 1 shdL 1 do 
better on the morrow . 


oint celebration for the two of them 
and Mj,rhsjille biddies here on 

, the birthday dinner will number 
invitations, 1 suppose, may or 











From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNINC: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1 had just started to get the E. Roscoe news tonight 
when tue radio which I borrowed from the store, died. 

I wish that trifling mulato who is supposed to be working on 
my machine would be-stir himself and get it h a ck to me 
a s I have never liked borrowing other people s radios and 
particularly so when they have a way of pass ing out while in 
my hands. 

At the sandwich of time between the conclusion of 
the one program and the start of the next, — I was on 
WWL of Columbia in the n oo sevelt Hotel, the announce r stated ti 
Loyola University, owners of the station, would hold a 
symposium at the 14 ooseve'lt tomorrow night for a discussion 
of -far and Peace, the main speaker being Tolstoy's daucjher. 

I know nothing about the birth dates of G n y of Tolstoy s 
offspring but I imagine those who have survived until now 
must be getting pretty ageable, especially for anything sugge 
te Public Forum type of thing. 

At supper tonight, J. H. was quite gay when talking 
about the electionerring joing on at present. Although 
he is a staunch Republican, he is an equally clever politicia 
and never voices sufficient enttiUsiasm for one side or the ot 
to an extent that would give any hint as to which camp he 
favors. He remarked that the virtue of the Democrats in 
the present campaign . is th.eir promise to give th,e electorate 
ever thing and that the Republicans were losing because they 
offering nothing but a ,rUbber stamp of the past four years. 

I asked him if he didn t think .the Nixon reference to a 
four day week was put out as a vague promise to the voters. 

"Hell, no," he answered......."Nixon is way behind the ti 

so far as Melrose votes are concerned. We have been having 
a three and a half day week for years, —Monday afternoon, Ty 

Wedn sday^ and Thursday . and a. four day week for them isn 

it's a threat . " 


Memorandum 


I borrowed aother radio to keep up with the 
political doings and heard something quite non¬ 
political that delighted me in that it provided me with 
a mental picture of what the local artist might toss off in 
oils, were the subject as appealing to her in a cartoon-ish sort 
of way, as it did to me. 

t ' <■ 1 

It seems the Texas and Pacific train screamed to a halt near 
Alexandria, La., to avoid running down a lady of color, one 
Lillian Grant, who was . walking the track, carrying what the 
radio reported as "an old fashioned bedroom pot". 

I really think Miss Hunter could go to town on that 
one iji a primiti e sort of way, with such contrasts as the 
dark of Miss Grant's skin, the white of the vase de nuit, 
the frantic rage of the crew of the flyer, the all pervading 
calm of Miss Grant in the face of disaster. Surely the 
possibilities are endless and the creation could be e,’.titled 
"Amnesia" and surely should take a gold medal in any 
exhibTHienuews item recalled te mind the first time I saw 
color intro dueed into a film. I suppose that was 15 or SO years 
before full length films appeared in color. ± think I have 
mentioned it before. It was one of those old theste^n thrillers 
wherein the love life of the hero and heroine doesn t run smooth 
because a vilian, casting eyes of gearing at the gril, 
tries to destroy the hero by tying him to the railroad tracks 
or smoe such and the heroine, learning of the. doings, or 
perhaps it v as an attempt to rob a train by wrecking it first, 

I don t r ecall, but aniyhoocot the heroine, with vast laetkoof 
delicacy for those days, slipped off her red flannel petticoat, 
w nderfully striking in a film otherwise all. balck and white, 
raced down, the tracks, to tarn the approaching train, swinging 
the red-red undergardment wildly as she flew down the tracks. 

J-t was all very exciting aud withal the ultimate in hilarity, 
for tnc artist who had touched up the petticoat with scarlet 
at the beginning of the scene, either ran out of red paint 
or, else simply got tired of making the millions of red 
splotches required to carry the thing trheugh so that 


a promise 

It is true that Monday mornings are usually rather unpro 
on the plantation, so many people struggling with difficulty 
get over Saturday i nd Sunday, and the cotton pickers for the 
most part never do much on Triday and invariably range themse 
on then ore gallery, a long about 11 o'clock on Friday morning, 
having rounded up enough money to see them through Saturday a 
Sunday at the local honkey-tonk. If u r. Stevenson will 
' out with a proposal for a two day week,everything 


only come < 
ought to be dandy 
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just as the approaching train came into view, the 
red petticoat unexplicably suddenly turned white and 
naturally t as the audience roared, the train came tc a full 
stop, less perhaps because oj‘ the warning than at sh,eer 
astonishment of the color phenomenon it had just encountered. 

Because of my sniffles, 1 didn t feel much like gardening 
n nd so, for the better part of the da, , I gave myself over to 
stamping and autographing 4 50 cook books as against 
possible sales during Pilgrimage. I found it very pleasant 
work, requiring as it did, no attention or physical exertion, 
while at the same time 1 could set the reading machine going 
a nd absorb a d a b of War and Peace as cook books 
flowed along under my hands. 

Along about first dark t a storm appeared gathering 
in the North and ended up, amidst much cdlestial racket, by 
depositing half an inch of rain in this i rea. 1 think 
the moisture was never more welcome, and the half inch ought 
to soften the ground a little so that tlie next go-round may 
be able , to sink into the ground a little instead of all 
running off. 

Carmen called me late this evening . to say she had been 
down this way in mid afternoon, taking five lovely ladies 
from thfi Dallas area for a little C'ane^iver whiz. 

She Uelrose was closed, she did the next best thing and 

took the ladies to see the local artist t Tty ye wanted ^ 

to buy several pic tures but the artist didn t have any jor sale. 

I guess the artist is concentrating on stuff for me and jJRj 
then, too, she probably was a little uncertain j.beut 
the identity of some of the people a?id what with the Welfare 
Department worrying herabout making, money, she prob a bly thought 
it might be safer not to dp business with people unknown 
to her. 

I had dfificulty smothering a laugh in my beard when 
Carmen told me Celemence must have been dying her hair,as it , 
was red and brown and heaven knows what all. What Carmen doesn t 
know is that Celemence has no more hair on her head than 
does a billiard ball and what she saw was a wig....... 


Thursday, October 4th, 19 56» 


He mo rand urn: 

I don't know what's the matter with those ducks. o being 
with they dwaddled until dark last night in a new swimming hole I 
U : .d prepared for them at the West end of Yucca. Then this morning 
I discovered on opening the boudoir doer, giving on the front gallery, 
that there was ,no egg on the doorstep. A furtlter glance ab ut and 
I discovered no ducks. Along about 10 o'clock both of them began 
screaming for some breakfast, —from somewhere in the tangle of 
the bamboo hedge. If they think I am going to tout breakfast on 
a silver tray to them in such an outlandish place, they are 
crqzy, but I have suspected that for a long time• About noon they 
mide up their respective minds, if any, to mosey up for a hand out. 

Tonight they got coy and hid in the elephant ears when it was time for 
them to sup. Where the.y may be now, only they know and whether Erwin 
deposits an egg on my doorstep during the night is highly problematical. 

I put the blame of the whole business on Emmett who was a ninny to s tart 
with and Erwin is" a bigger one for being made a bigger one by him. 

Well , a 3 second best, I was bidden to dine at the birthday 
dinner across the fence this nooji after all. The opening came when 
all the relatives and friends from South Louisiana failed to 
accept their invitations to come hither. And so Eugene and 1 were 
a 3 ked to assist in disposing of the food and Dan and Horace Hughes 
were bidden down from town and Pat, who had declined the invitation, 
came any way. And the food ,was marvelous and the conversation as unintere 
a s you could imagine. In short the affair was a great success all around 
if food is all that matters to make a successful dinner party. 

The arti 3 t came to see me today to tell me a.bout her new glasses. 

I had recommended that when she had her eyes tested, she take along 
her present pair which she purchased three years ago and, by having 
the new lenses replace the old ones, save her the price of an entirely 
new "outfit". On today's visit, however, she explained that she 
forgot and left her glasses at home and that that was just as well since 
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the new frames they sold her in town are of amuch later 
fashion that her old ones of three years back. And since 

she effects glasses primarily fw the beauty they add to her 
n ppearance, she was quite right in le a ving the demoded ones 
at home. I suppose she goes to some cheap jewlery store 
where the testing of eyes, if at all, is apretty hocus-pokus 
business and come to think of it, I wonder what sort of 
charts are used by 1c ^timate practioneers in the eye glass 
business to determine if the patient can seq better with one 
type of lense or another. As in the artist s case, for 
insta.ice, wherein the patient doesn t know A from E in 
its written or printed form, how do~you reckon the 
physician decides on which lense is the more perfect or at least 

better suited to the eyes of his patient. 

\ .. • • 

I probably have mentioned more than once before the 
uast disappointment of one of the former Melrose cooks who 
went to town with uast impatience and enthusiasm to get some 
glasses, being unable to read without artifical assistance. 

And I have probably a Iso spoken of the considerable dis a ppc nt- 
ment that ensured when, o?i returning home, she discovered 
that in spite of her new "specs", she still ,found herself 
unendowed with the a bility to make out the meaning of words ,— 
never having been to school and being utterly dis-illusiened 
^bout th,e ®gic of glasses and what they could do for one. 

It should be remembered that the school teacher, in the 
minds of the, majority of Louisiana negroes, rural or urban, 
occupies the pinnacle of the social cone and because the majority 
of school teachers wear glasses whether they need them or not, 
if anyone uspire to ape the tip of the mode, he is bound to wear 
glasses, often not while working but almost invariably when 
attending social gatherings. 

One of the highest points of the costume of a well turned 
out yo ng man is a fountain pen clipped to his coat or Itis vest 
pocket , Several of my friends who neither read nor write, 
woulQn t think of going out on a Saturday night if they 
didn t have both a fountain pen, --"csi ink pen", as they 
describe them, plus a pencil, also clipped to their pocket. 

Before I realized the significance of thi s .insignia, I foolishly 
asked one youth to what use he intended putting these badges. 

Casually enough he explained that that "ni one, nitother 
amt Jo? writin... .th y 3 just for makin you feel like you 
is lookin up.... .. 
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Friday, October 5th, 2956. 


Memorandum • 

Fate, as has been remarked before, is so strange. A 
case in point is that of the C 'Quinn's of flatchitoches. 

Their'little daughcr of 3 was born with a chronic heart 
a ilment and the delicate child has been treated in a 
flew Orleans hospital periodically. This morning, the child's 
parents left Natchitoches earlier and, with the child asleep 
on the b a ck seat, headed, toward flew Orleans where the child was 
scheduled to have another check up. A few miles below Alexandria, 
a car, traveling at a bout 80 miles an hour, carshed into 
the C'Qu}nn car, traveling at a bout 45. The man iund the 
woman in the speeding car were instantly killed as were 
Mr. and Mrs. 0'Quinn while the ailing child escaped without 
„ sctf&tbhthe newspapers going forward in the morrow's post a 
copy of some Elk publication is inserted. I notice it coniains 
some Pilgrimage publicity although ± h-ve read it and so not if 
it is anything in particular. 

Tonight is was pleasant to hear Mr. 0 ollingwood say that 
E. Rosoe will resume his presence on tike Edward R. Murrow 
news program, come Monday. Aith his return to the air waves 
and the migration of the birds beginning, 3 urely 
summer must be considered as over 

Last night I listened to Mr. flixon's chat with newspaper 
editors across the nation, --a TV program, I believe. I have 
thought qbout the forthcoming election so much this past 24 hours. 

I guess it would be better, if Mr. Eisenhower wins, that the 
Congress should go Republican, .too, therebye taking the chcrimanships 
of that body out of the hands of the Southern hill billies, this 
surely is a strange sort of a:» election whcnone must regret l 

the winning completely by either .party. I 3hall be interested 
to see what the democratic reaction to Mr. Eisenhower s opinion, 
expressed in his press conference to ay, relative to the lack of if 
inthe Constitutional amendment, limiting by law the tenure of the 

FrSSifiV'fU terras. d, agree with the President and have al ’ j 

thought lifhsirwise, both m the Presidential limitation in office 
and the new manner of succession it contained • 

/ / 


/ 
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On.the home front, net much thought has been concentrated 
as get in riggging up the place for the Pilgrimage of next week 
end. Come Monday, it will probably be dL 1 hands to the pump 
and the lady across the fence will be exhausted before the first 
visitor puts in an ap pearance, I am keeping one fact from her as 
long as possible, It is the situation in the vast elipse in front of 
and in back of the African House, Because of the lateness of 
flowering this year, the vast enciclemcnt of that section by the flam 
, Guernesy lilie?, was to be in its fullest glory next week end. But 
Olite, sen of the Axe, and astonishingly stupid, used the Guernsey li 
as his line of operations this week when cutting the grass. Perhaps 
eight of the eith or ten thousand blooms escaped Fortunately, the Af 
House is a bit large to succomb to a power mower and so it still staiL 
but its marvelous setting is gone and all the screaming against 
stupidity wont bring it back, 

% 

I haven't made up my mind as yet whether I shall cut down all 
or merely some.of the Cannas during the week. The drought has turned 
them so brown and they look so tacky, in is possible big open 
spaces w of nothing would look better than the tired sign post 
they now represent, indicating where cannas once jlowered, But 
tee sweet olives are coming into bloom and their fragrance is 
wonderful while the butterfly lilies, taking a new lease 
on life, now that the thermometer seldom gets above 90, 
will help held the floral fort in spite of the devastations in 
other sectie.is, 

I think 1 shall remove,the winged chairs and the sofa from 
the luce a living room to ease c irculation a bit when the crowds 
begin the on-rush. It will make the place look somewhat 
barren but at the same time it will tend to discourage weary pilgrims 
from parking inside the .house while others are pushing to get in, 

I should feel much happier if, at the last moment,as it altogether 
possible, Rosalind might forget that 3he has volonteered to 
a ssist, She has been known to t de such things before and so I 
n m holding the thought, I can t imagine why she prefers to come here 
of receiving at the college or the Lemmee House unless, perchance, 
she envisions something similar to the plunder that was hers or 
someb dy's last year, 

I cannot help smiling in my beard when I consider the opposition 
pilgrims on the part of one member of the family who never has once r< 
a finger to help and moans over an abstract notion while others do a.| 
the work, I suppose life is like that,,,,,, 


Sunday, October 7th, 19 56. 

J 


Memorandum • 

A ccol breath of Canadian air crept in this evening and 
tonight the thermometer will slide down to the mid 40's which 
will be nice for sleeping. The skies continue a marvelous 
blue and the forecast is for clear weather ahead with the 
day time t mper^tures in the 80's, For most people this seems to 
be an ideal temperature range although I must say I am not one of 
those who feel th.e pleasantest spot to spend a summer is some place 
like an island off Maine where, every night one has to use a blanket 
or two. In some previous existence I must have been a woodchuck or 

a be-r or witatever tne animals are who like to fold up their beards 
on the ppearance of the first snowflake and snooze aw,y the winter 
until Sprin. breaks through again,, 

I thought the color pictures in today's Dixie-Roto of 
the Picayune were quite good, especially the one of the 
river just below the R^.nd camp, looking towards the Ct*ur h of 
te Children of Strangers, I sha 11 probably have anopportunity 
to get hold of a copy for myself later in the week and if you did 
not chance to see this page, I shdl be glad to bounce it in 
your direction, 

<. 1 ^ t 

The "by line" reads something like "Picture Story by Carolyn 
Ramsey" which strikes me as a little misleading for while 
. the pictures actually are by the Marshall woman, the short 
test is not, Warren Ogden's assistant having substituted her 
text for one the assistant stirred up, so you will recognize no 
familiar phrases and, as always seems inevitable, a mistake or two # 
as, for example, the statement that Natchitoches is about t midway betwe 
Alexandria and Louisiana's northern State line, which isn t of 
any importance, I believe Hatchitcoehes is about* 50 miles from 
Alexandria and the State line about 1 00 or 125. 

The article in the Shreveport paper wasn't so striking by way of 
pictures, —one of Mildred unnin.gham and Carmen, or some such, and 
unlike the Picay une, in black and white, in that article you would 


\ 


. 4 
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discover mere famili^ry word combinations, for the article in large 
measure is one I had prepared and sent along for Carolyn s convenience 
I noticed only, one error in, that article and few people would probably 
notice it. The article correctly states that Red i-.iver 
Uat-hitoches in 18SB and later has something to say ..tout Natchitoches 
being on the direct water way between Alexandria and Shreveport, or 
some such. As the ^re~t raft, wmch prevented all navigation above 
Uat-'hi oches, was not destroyed until 1356, and as Rea River 
'had quitted Natchitoches 4 ye^rs earlier, it couldn t very well have 
been on the main highway although steamboats did detour for 
the Crne iver run after the log jam had been eliminated. In 
the Picayune article the St. Augustin Church is said to have been 
established in ]856 or seme such date. That date is worng, oj course, 
since the -Church was built in. 1805 and tue establishment oj the Parish 
of St. Augustin was created along --bout 1854. 

y/hen Carolyn telepned last Sunday, she s^id something about 
pausing here this Sunday, en route to .'lew Orleans but as she. did 
not put in an appearance, 1 ssume she probably jlew ojfto Waco 
or the football game or some such. I can see absolutely nothing 
similar to her personality u.nd Celeste's wi h the exception oj one 
thing, - time cu» somehow always bee squeezed out to provide 
going places if anyone whispers: "Let's go". I have no doubt 
there is sufficient satisfactin in this expenditure oj energy 
to justify the unending whi'tl but since every day is limited to 
24 hours, something has to.he sacrificed whenever the attempt 
is made to cram 48 heurs^into half that period. In short, to 
*uote an old plantation mistress, "Anything you do is alright, 
but cI*'$oee vttflout saying I welcomed the opportunity 
the day's ci'.iet provided me to devote some time to doing some 
work on "Living Primitives", which seemed to jog along pretty 
well until Celeste, of all people, ta,ped on my door, bringing with 
her a Shreveport couple qhe had picked up ~t Church along 
bout 5 o'clock. I don t recall having met a couple that struck 
me as being quite so dull # The lady was in short pants, very short, i 
fact. I cannot imag ine a'bag heading out for a -j unday aj te moon 
in such garb and f am equally at a loss to understand how 
anyone in such a rig had the nerve . to go to church for afternoon 
vespers cr whatever they call it. 'Hie husband anc W}J e both, 
however,^are proba'ly just the type to fill the job which the husband 
holds. It seems there are a flock of wealthy people in 
Shroeport, sc bored they know not Itow to entertain themselves, 
who have formed a club and made this gentleman the manager, it is 
his hsiness to provide an outing for the club once a month f keeping 
each month's plans secret from the members who assemble at an appointt 
hour and then are whisked a way on seme unknown adventure, calculated i 
divert the members. The genelman had envisioned Melrose as a like 
place for on e of the 12 surprises. Imagine. Celeste thought it 
a darling idea. I recommended Hodges garden, just made /er such 

cL.fi.Llfi__; —jl.— - 


Monday, October 8th, 19 56. 


i»\e l v 


Memorandum: 

I „.t say it mas£””***• 

rssums his news hr oadoo.t ■to. ngI t..If■ f cratic c/fcrts to 
to hear what he had U say on p ^ it was 3C very different 

in l; lts UP slanTfrm the NBC Morgan Beatty presentation which was 
definitely on a Herald Tribune, Republican inspired slant. 

This morning Carmen telephoned me and said she knew I was 9 9 ™9 
tr 0et bigkick cut of what she was about to relate. And what she 
t ad 9 to tell was what Mrs. C. Vernon Cloutier had to say enf ‘ er 

lasntbeen able « ffl/'.T feVce'leTdlsllt^^lVlZday 
ticTymsTictf-Zs. IA short],Madam Cloutier is a sight mid but deft, 
on the wacky side, if * you don t mind. 

carmen report also that she I, dd heard from Ccr.lyn 
+Ia- the latter had said she wasn t going to be able to get away 
from time beofre the end of the coming wee*. She would-be well^ 
duisei, and I shall advise her, thatjhe mould o 
a?i w ''ic.ce which is in the midst of a ou r% . ' \ p ^ ^,, ^he 

A iV fere'ir lii people re-act to such things. As jor myself , u • 
oi¥dals when Ifrequently visited Matches, never once did.I dream o 
passing that may mhen everybody mas up to his hips m P'^sr . 

V ‘h ve l'.na felt the first lam tf society is to know when to 
depart id close ... its heels comes the second lam, -.when 
toavoidarriving. But I must confess that that is probably a 
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Tuesday, October 9th, 2956 


When I told Millspaugh s that ± would jet them seme merchandise 
this leek, 1 was under the impression that 1 might send some 
stuff in by Carolyn but on hearing from Carmen, I made it u knewn 
across the fence that, should the lady be "studying about running 
into town any fnorninj this week, I should like to hop a riae. 1 was 

told no such plans had been made. Tonight 1 had to deliver a 
telephone message a nd the lady said she was thinking a bcut calling 
me later in the evening to say that, o’i sec wid thought, ij 1 really 
needed to run into town, she might be able to arrange it for 
the morr w. I hastened to 'ssure her that whatever 1 had tc 
send iA could just as readily be aken by Dr. Knipmeyer later 
in the week and th^t under no circumstances would 1 think of drafting 
her ,'or sudh an accommodation. "Well, on second thought, I told 
mother I shou d not be a ble to do half the things I want to 
do if I wait until Friday and so I simply must go in zhe morning". 
That tuen sounded a little different and acdodingly I 
shall betake myself to town and back again before the mail runs. 

There seems to be a measure of quiet from the direction of 
the Crescent City although one piece of news seeped through last 
Sunday that I found quite interesting. According to the report, 

"an M• D." living in that city, —ho doubt the lady doctor who passe, 
this way once a month on St^te Health Department matters, is 
supplying a store in HewCrleans with Cane uiver primitives which are 
selling at thirty dollars a threw. Miss Hunter, of course, knows 
nothing of this and I shall n ot be passing along the news. As 
the lady doctor herself told me that she pays five dollars for 
the things, Clemence paints for her, somebody- dong the^way iskiaking 
a pretty good profit, it would seem 

l still laugh in my beard w,henever 1 think of my propo sn tion to 
the artist that s e paint canvases for me for sale in urbai centers 
which site would recei e two thirds of the profits, I suppose matters 
commerce are beyond her comprehension tut it does seem toe bad she 
'cannot receive more ret ms from he la>ers by placing her trust in m 
she cannot understand, by placing ’them in the hands of tried and tru 


be like today, 1-busy enough, and gradually increasing in intensity 
until sunddown on the Sabbath. 

\ , A •. . - 

This morning I went to town, which is always a novelty for 
me. Aft r transacting a dab of business, I posted myself in the sun in 
front of the store, taking the opportunity to warm up a bit and to 
enjoy the iew of the city version of Cane River in its urban center as 
i aited for Celeste who had gone to attend to something or other. 

Picture my surprise when a familiar voice greeted me and 1 discove 
it was none other than Ora who got bc.ck home last night. She said the 
Denver sojourn was wonderful and that my friends, the Carrolls, had 
been so nice and cordial, takUng them out- twice to swanky dinners 
a'nd offering them their camp at Fraser where Mr. Eisenhower is want to 
But the pleasure of thecontac t dtdn t last long when the shadow of 
Beth Williams Cloutier darkened the horizon. It was worrisom^ but 
n musing to see the casual way she spoke to Ora whom she doesn t like. 

To me she opined that she supposed I was so busy preparing for the, 
Pilgrimage that I had no time for anybody. I lied and said I wasn t 
busy at all and that I never had subscribed to suddenly applying 
„ coat of. shellac to everything on the plantation in anticipation of 

an illusion, to suit the pre-conceved notions of road runners. 
Mortunattlu she didn t tarry j.nd then Celeste came along and that 
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about c.11 I co J say grace ov" from ere on out but as the 
program was not until 3 in the afternoon, I would consent to lend a h 
if it »uld help the cai.se. She 3aid she would telephone Thelma acco 

i ><. 



Needle s to sa„, this put the whole business in q uite a differen 


1ight fro : 


the one that Mildred set forth and T was enchanted not at 


The easiest impulse to avoid doing anything with Rosalind, —it 
will be tco much on Saturday and Sunday, was to demur but my conscicu 
or conscience told me that ti.at was the way everybody cooperated —bu 
always pulled out before the disagreeable part, and so a merely voice 
my disappointment over the early start which 1 had thought would be 
out 2:30 instead of 10. It will take a lit of pushing of 
things around to ccomplish the thing but a liitle extra work will 
do me nc harm and if I c ontribute something to the cause, I shall 
be delighted,. 

It was interesting to notice ti.e different reports coming to ha 
concerning today's Cne to Nothing score in the Brooklyn-Yankee game. 
Tiie first two people to impart the news to me were definitely of liill 
persuasion and when i asked abo\'>t the trookly success, they explained 
that one wli he pitcher and one white gentleman, reach inaJ^eme, turned 
the trick. I got something of a like report from thejfirg^n- f 
Beauty radio report. Then cane E. Roscoe wUo^^-gmn that, 

thanks to the clout by Jackie Robinson, the on third Wo.se was 

n bel to make home. How many ways there are to tell a stroy and how t 
stories sometime incline to reveal as much about the teller as the 
tale being told. 


£ 


I did a little more on tKe "~iving Primi tiesstory and 1 shall 
peck out a few more paragraphs tonight before folding up. The whole 
thing, ± imagine, is going t : o sound might dis-jeinted when it is read 
b a ck to me but if the framework is intact, it will net be difficult 
for a d a b of embroidery to be adde* n nd ought to serve well enough, 
think. c.s a platter on which some illustrat ions in color of the 

* . -* ’- 2 ines 

just 


I think, as a platter on which some illustrat ions in color of the 
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Tuesday, October 10th, 1956, 
and not Thursday 


Thursday, October 11th, 19 56* 


. 


Memorandum 

It’s so nice having a bountiful supply of carbon paper, 
thanks to little Miss Lee, for my secretary tells me that the 
ribbon is so faint on my machine, he cannot r ead it, and this 
m a y be true or not true, for l believe there was some urge afoot 
to get on to the honkey-tonk about the time I drew out 7 or 8 
pages of Living Primitives to be run through. But as I am not 
certain on the point, I will employ this method of communication, 
„ * • 

Carmen telephoned me tonight to a sk me if I had seen her *n 

i* I h 


T7 out of Shreveport during the afternoon, I had not. She said 
Carolyn had just telephoned her from M arshcdl, saing she was not coming 
to Natchitoches, as planned, for the Pilgrimage, on the grounds that 
I had said people would be too busy for having their pictures 
"struok". She said she was going to N e w Orleans next week 
and would stop off in town at that time, 

. '• ■' ’ \ J • Vi ‘ l . w ^ ' I 

Just to see if I would get a response, I dialed I, S,Hillard 
after that and got her. She had much te talk a bout, saying she 
was just •infrom Matches where lots of people had inquired after my good 
he a lth and said they were coming to the Pilgrimage, She volonteered 
the information that she would be seeing Carolyn in J 'ew Orleans this 
coming week, as she w as to be in the city on Tuesdqj , Wednesday and Tursdi 
the 15th, 17th and 18th, and I did not tell her what my agents had 
reported but * shall pass along the news to that Marshall woman that 
the I, S. Willard house will be vacant *n the dates mentioned above, 

A lsight interruption as between this paragraph and the above intervi 
(intervenes), It was, —»•/ all people, Bthel Holloman, calling 
from Alexandria to ask if she could bring some Alexandria Town 
Talk people here half an hour before the tour started on Saturday and 
if they could get seme pictures of the ladies in qostumes, x As 
for doing a pro tour tour, 1 lied and said I didn t expect to 
be here before £&30 and as for .information as to what Celeste had 
up her costumed sleeve, she had better telephone her at 804£, 

That is such a holloman trick,—trying to crash a tour half cn hour 


:«<• 


: ■UXZ'O «. 
uo/ .t <v 


.*u 
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Thursday $ October 11th, 1956 


before thexat ante bellum gong sennas* 

There was seme mail today but nething of particular 
interest, I shall enclese seme herewith er under separate 
cover and I may wait until morning to make out the 
envelopes on J. H. s machine at the store, fearing this 
ribbon** may be toofaint for the convenience of the postal worker 

I hope I can find Hiss Denholme’s letter with its clipping 
for enclosure. I smiled to myself as I read her enthusiasm for 
Senator* —strange his name eludes me, —Kennedy, of 
Massachusetts. The last time 1 heard of this gentleman, 
at least, he was Senator, but I notice liebina, in tpiteof her 
enthusiasm, has transformed him into a Governor. I f ind 
mvself wondering the source of her enthusiasm, too, for I 
under the impression she gets her political ideas from 
The Shreveport Times and I cqnnot believe the Shreveport papers 
would ever say anything pleasant abeut a nybody, if not 
a Republican. 

And speaking of politics, I was much impressed tonight 
by E. Roscoe^s summation of the campaign up to this • 

I thought it sounded firm although so nicely balanced neither 
side could complain a bout 0 persohal slant. I thought, however 
his clever reference to Mr. fJixon most apt, and if you 
missed it, what he maid was that the present contest was 
between a party, —the Democratic, and a man, Mr, Eisenhower, 
and that it was felt, should Mr, Eisenhower win, he weuld 
_ tt> dilv lose influence which would tend to center on his suece 
lupfosttly Mr. ifix.n a nd nobody could tell hem .^ Republican 
Partv would fare under such circumstances, a lthough it must 
be said, as of now, that Mr. Nixon supports the Lisenhower 
welded together party but as for the future, it would be 
difficult to say where Mr. Nixon would stand,, — 
to which T. append my own Amen, 

Upt to this writing, I haven't had a soul to give me a 
h*nd to setting to rites or rights, the acres of gardens 
nnd the flock of houses that will or should be gone over 
pAor U Saturday. That leaves Thursday and Friday, —I nuet 
have dated this letter a day anead of time, and Thursda mill t 
taken up mostly by the Alexandria trip to beat the drum for the 
j. r>mn 7 7x mtinht to be av.ite 0 go-round....... 


Memorandumi 

* % • 

••••••and the moral of the s toy ist Don't cut off uour nose id th 

a rasor to spite your television face. W V th 

*t least that thought struck me this morning at dawning when 

akin Vh d Whe n n ro * #r sJ ipp * d and •**«•<* off a thin layer of 

skin on the end of my nose and so I oannet say if my facial J 

luZrr r e a ' lC o'r nti?* **' audience «• the figure of a ■blesseur de la 

in d/mTH % 2 < i d l* have somebody to give me a hand this morning 

f ^ le , ani y Which 1 prett V W under way before 
Thelma Kaer # ^aaalind and gueat $ arrived te pick me upi 

We dined lesi surely at the Holliday inn 0 n the outskirts of 
nl Xa i*Hi ia l ' 6 { $9d Wa9 marveltu *» the conversation good. ' 
and i VnVf i ud l chun - e their costumes at the broadcasting s tudio 
and a half hour before we were scheduled to ao on tA«. fl i. 


an tne other hundred and one details that might 
•he thing better, perhaps, if not quite so casual. 

'helma and I orated, —with Rosalind gracing an oppo 
•htjroon along V ith a M ra . Mitchell of Natchitoches 
i didl i t * n ' w “*• had P ut in an eppearance 
d A 0U !? >in J^ seemingly comfortable room that 


t 
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»Hen the program was completed we moved eut of range of the 
» 1 t t. to. .*«««» r..cl... ./ tli. jr.ut .tudt. and 

2? *.u,.d eeoerul tcMt.ct.. pe.p 1. <*. kad o.» *• 

the dtings including nene ether mong them that 
j. S. "illard. 1 chatted with her fer five minutes wh 1 il « t m liedadie 
weredi acarding their costumes fer their ^ritemperary a * 

after stopping at a Borden s place for a d a b of ice cream, we 
were heading home again where I arrived in t ime to * 

pre-tour go-round to Ce este and her associate re0 . e P ti Vy 3t * in . 
before supper. 1 learned from Celeste that some friends of 
f/om Lake P %harles, neighbors of the Harry Chalkleys,had been here 
during mu absence and I missed them . But am glad o s ay 

lot of things in preparation for Saturday and Sunday had been 
^accomplished d ring P myabsence and I was glad I got away for 
a little brea her. 

I have Just finished a telephoneconversation with 
I. S. "illard although she didn t Just telephone me, but rather 
has been going a mile aminute for the last hour and ten minutes 
which really ought to take one quite a ways. She 
wanted to go over the telecast and to ask my opinions 
regarding the general type of costume that begins to emerge 
from Cod knows where, probably the chanoe costume that 
somebody stirred up, therebye providing the balance 
of the ''lock to follow. The presence of a fichu or whatever 
they call the thing 0 Z>#ut their necks, is too much 
like the second day dress of Uudame Aubin~Roque, —<*•/*****•*¥ 
on the costume a n ante bellwn lady would wear at a 
tea, forexamplo. I think it good that hatehitoches does.i t 
ape Hatches by rigging up every costume to resemble a bells 
iut to head out for a ball. That is over doing the thing*, But 
Natchitoches seems to be under doing the thing uhich is Just as 
bad. Hatches is a H taffeta and Natchitoches is 
caiics and in between there is a happy medium they thus far 
have missed. Trying to change the node is suits a task but 
I shall . ttempt it as subtlely as possible and hold the 
thought along the way that 1 can at least eliminate t e 

tacky element which now seems a little, t^s obvious. 

\ ■ , ... - «•* • , v \ * 

flu* what a dull letter this has turned *ut to be. It 


Friday 


October 


Uemorandumi 

There are three TV sets in Louisiana I hope weren t 
tuned in on your broadcast of yesterday, - Miss Molly's, 

Charles and Ida Uasurette's and Csusin Emmett Erwin's," 
said Celeste over the coffee cups this miming, 

v. > ^ •) .. - o' .• 

Her point was that the mention of people of oolor on 
a Louisiana broadcast would most certainly up-set then. And 
come to think of it, it probably would for in the case of Hiss 
Sally, at least, she was both shocked and distressed that there 
should be a picture of a colored person and a white in the same book 
which was the source of her distress over the cook book. 

• «. - . i . ;■ 

Half an hour fter coffee, my telephone rang. It 
was Carmen, who had not heard the.program but w o said that one 
of her old friends had remarked to her, in reference to the 
program, that when anyone is going.to talk about Louisiana 
plantations . he moat certainly should never mentioned people 
of color. How Lyle would have loved that. 

«.'f. . • V ' l . 

And so the brick bats fly and so the tour gets 
added publicity by the tempest in the teapot discusssions by 
the un-Heconstructed. But there were bouquets among the 
shower of birckbats, too, and these came in about e qual 
numbers both from white and colored friends and thus we do what 
we can to the best of our ability and let the chips fall 
where they may, 

:• <■ ■ ; > ■ „ V i ..'-s ... %A* 'v >• i j 

It is pleasant to report that the weather forecast for 
the week end is all sn the pleasant side, warm for the 
morrow and cooler for Sun ay and no apparent hint of rain. 

If I live to be a hundred, I shall never fathom the logio 
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the lady next deer* Because I cemented te beat the drum 
ter her organisation yesterday , I had te be absent the major par 
ef the only day in the week ceuld get the services of a helper. 

All day today, she has had the services ef my yesterday 
whs has been piddling a reund raking leaves in her yard. I still 
believe, however, that the teur is intended fer this side ef the 
teice net that, and while the three ether servants given exclusively 

all the rest, net te mentien the gardens, fall exclusively inte 
my hands while o man rakes leaves fer her aoress the fence. 

I just had te remeve this meme te Jet down an address 
I. S. Willard telephened te give me. I hepe it gets back 
inte seme order. this meme, x mean. 


Sunday , Octeber 14th, 19 56 


Uemerandumt 

Well, the secend m nual Pilgri ^age ef the Seceity ef 
Hys erical Women fer the Preservatien ef Old Natchitoches, — 
er whateve the efficial title is, has ceme and gene, and apparantly 
a success all areund. 


Te begin with, the weat er was ceeper tive fer such business, — 
the sky cleudless and the thermemeter Just right. It verged en being 
a little the v arm side Satu day but teday was Just perfect, inside 
er eut, andthe peeple ef the Qulf States, including Texas, Mississippi, 
Alabama, net te mentien Leuistana inthe same greup and Arkansas, 

Oklahema, etc., just beyend the Qulf cenfines, —d 1 sending 
peeple bet en visiting eld heuses er, as is inevitable, many Just eut 
because they ~ an t to keep their feet in the big read. 

Rosalind appeared beth days in cestume and whether her impulses were 
genuine er put en as the costume, she was cooperative and pleasant 
2 ltheugh, because I remained at Yuca, she did a let fe circulating back 
and forth between here*, the African House, the big house, etc., aad 
each day si ply faded from the scene without mentioned her departure an 
hour er so before the teur was finished. And *since she was want te 
disappear frequently te go te call en Mrs. Weed, Cel ate er the ethers, 

I didn t miss her when she actually withdrew and, in fact, never did 
know if she was simply still visiting areund er if she had really 
called it a day. 

Beth en the opening and and the closing one, little MissHunter came 
by Yucca about a>» hour ahe^d ef schedule, heading fer her station 
upstairs in the African House. Coca-colas make her sick, she says, and 
so en beth days she brought a bottle of water with her fer ref reshment 
during the afternoon. There was an ample supply ef water hjre but she 
prefers cistern water and was well fortified ±gainst the afternoon droughts 

At the big house. Celeste f-eund her afternoons perfectly d arling 
and apparantly she had her assistants get al eng alright fer at supper 
tonight she seemed en the gay side, leading one te 'believe that 
3he and her ladies had found entertainment. 

It's amusing hew peeple get into the swing of such a frolic and 
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apparantly can t bear te relax again inte their accustemed, nen-Pilgrimage 
Mays* Evidence ef this cane te the fere in the afterneen visits te 
the Uelrese teur ef se many ef the ladies whese tewn heuses had been en 
the nerning teur, One weuld naturally suppese that after they had 
h t d a half day f receiving dreves ef peeple, they weuld be entranced 
at the eppertunity the afterneen presented fer them te cellapse, te 
get their habitatiens b a ck inte nermal cenditiens er te participate 
in a nest any line ef ende a ver er entertainmnet that weuld be different frem 
what they had gene threugh, But, ne, they simply ceuldn t resist being 
cuaght up in the general swirl and befere the afterneen had played eut, 
beth yesterday and teday, first ene and then.anether weuld appear am ng 
the crewds, already taxing the space inside the heuses, .And weuH they 
stay and talk and sit dewn and chat and get up and change places and linger 
and en, I suppese such types ef) peeple are least bered when surreund er in 
the midst ef the greatest number ef peeple and fer that reasen, 
they simply ceuldn t resist the impulse te indulge themselves, net enly 
in receiving the pilgrims in their ewn hemes in the merninj but 
mingling ameng the same teurists when the later stuvck eut fer the 
plantatien ceuntry’in the afterneen, 

. , ■ • . ' t i. 

Of all the naive bags in the teurist class, the ene whe tepped the 
list was a scmmwhat frumpish leekmg number whe rushed up and explained te 
me that she was a' very clese friend ef Urs, i/enk whe had asked Af te ceme i 
the teur, te leek every where and listen te everything in erder that she 
ceuld give a full repert en her return heme, Fertun^tely, she anneunced tin 
same thing at the big heuse se that that instance we all were mere 

er less fere-warned, She was in teday s batch but yesterday there was 
anether whe explained te lira, «eed in the African Heuse that she had 
chanced te remark in Shrevepert the eth r day that she had intended pa rtici 
in the flatchi toches teur and that a Mrs. tenk the had been present teld her 
that she was certainly xisting her time, as there was nething ef any interes 
ill f/atchitv hes Parish and that the enly reasen epeple were curieus abeut t 
place was because ef a let ef things which F, had t eught up. It gees 
witheut saying that everyene here was the happier that the Wenks didn t 
ceme te s ee fer themselves, * 

A faint crid smell ef smeke has given a .certai n tang te the air wheiu 
a breeze springs up frem the East, Fer the past several days a fire has 
been spreading acress cut ever timber land en the plantatien several miles 
away eff in the general neighberheed ef Red River where big eld bulldeezer 
a yeung army ef field hands have been trying te cenfine the cenflagratien 
witheut success, Surelya dab ef meisture inthesed ry times weuld be wende 
and it weuld have been wurth while te less a few pilgrims te the weather i 
the vegetatien ceuld hav benefited therebye,,,,,, 


Uenday , Octeber 15th, 2956* 


Heme rand urni 

« • 

j ' > 

Our sunny weather aentinues and I am glad te 
have had a quiet day in view ef all the helter-skelter 
ef Saturday and Sunday, 

After singing the same tune te mere than a theusand six 
hundred peeple in dribbles ef 25 te 80 in a greup, ene 
certainly gets tired ef ene s ewn veics and appreciates 
the cemparative quiet that ensues. 

The difficulty ef anticipating what if any demand 
there may be #n the part ef pilgrims in regard te Cane 
River plates was demenatrated in the week end ge-reund. 

Off hand I sheuld have imagine a few plates might hav been 
seld in the African Heuse by Hrs, Weed whe is quite a 
slaesman and in view ef the faot that the majerity ef 
the pilgrims were •» the teur because ef Natchiteches and 
the Cane u iver ceuntry, I sheuld hav* assumed that if a 
few plates were seld, they might well have been ef the 
Cane M iver Ceuntry, the Tewn ef Hatchiteches, Bermuda, 

Uelrese Plantatien er the African Heuse er the Band ef Uncle 
Tern, I was accerdingly surprised te learn that Just ene 
plate was seld, and that ene te seme lady frem Texas, — 
the design she selected being that ef Orandpere Augustin, 

Apparantly the pilgrims weren't perceldn minded, I 
believe abeut fifty ceek beeks were dispesed ef, 

, The letter frem •'ames suggests semehew that anether 
heneymeen in Pamama City may be in the effing. Hew curi 
that he weuldn't ge te Charlesten te pick up lay, 
there's n# need trying te figure eut that twist. 

The lady he mentiened as having bumped inte. en the street 
is a very nice persen, Apparantly there has been n« 
oerrespendence •» fames’ part wit the girl's grandmether but 
. ■■ ' • - £ . ’t-' M » . 


rieus 
Veil, 
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new that he mentions the possibility af calling en the granddaughter, 
perhaps this will epen the way te a resumption ef contact 
with the grandmother, — 1 hepe, 

Aa far his delight aver the initiala, P, T, 0,, 

I aholl reapand b L telling him af an invitatian Ora and 

R, B, ence received and still have, far in the lamer the earner, 

it carried the initiala, B, Y, 0, B, I da net knew the 

date af that invitatian but assume it waa perhaps in 

pkohibition days, since the initials stead far Bring Yaur 

Own Battle, ~a* interesting bit jaf Americana, 

I was guilty af seeming ta be unpleasant witheut any 
intentien af sa being, althaugh, like mast thaughleasness, it 
did seem ta demonstrate a lack ef cemmen ceurtesy en my 
part during the height ef -Sunday s teur, There were perhaps 
IB ef 25 peeple standing in the living ream, chatting a beut 
little nethings until twe mere peeple whe were appraeohing the 
heuae, arrived, sa that I might explain what Yucca was 
all a b*ut, I went ta the dear ta greet them as silence 
fell upen these aready gathered and the man, an enterting, 
said t "We are Ur, and Urs, Smith and have been here befere seme 
years back bt yeu may net remember us," 


"I see sa pearly I frankly de net recall yaur faces but 
the name is perfectly familiar, De c^me in,,," 

, r . * 'V - ' • 

and everybedy, naturally reared. After all, I suppose their 
family name isn t tee unknewn ta the majarity af peeple. 

It gees witheut saying that in view of aL 1 the deings 
ef the past few days, the state ef my cerrespendence is in 
a shambles. There seem te be several letters ef miner censequence 
which I haven t even opened, —a Brimrweed item which 1 knew 
will be abeut flora and fauna, a ceuple ef letters frem lace ether 
than Helen, the Vienna letter frem Aunt "illie a d sa an, ^ut 
I shall get things inte seme serf ef marking order again shertly 
and in t he mean time. I'll try te oatch up en Sunday eut- 
geing stuff in the "must" department, such as Uadam *arc» 
and the like. 

The artist passed this way this afternaan. The Welfare Deportment 
fearing ahe might net be in the age categery te receive aid age pensien 
busies itself trying ta find the age af t)e artist's children, ene 
af the yaunger anes being 5B, which daesn t satisfy them, althaugh 
I shauld imagine mast peeple with a yaunger childd passed the half 
century mark might be assumed ta have attained the 65 th year,,,,,, 


Tuesday, Octeber 16th, 1956, 


Uemarandumi 
Uenarandum• 

■ - \ .■ «y \j \' V ■ "t ' '*• 

I dined at the Rand camp today and naturally feund myself 
thinking eften all aleng the way af little Miss Lee, f 

Blythe had stepped by the stare in mid marning ta send me 
an invitatian and abeut IBiZQ, I beteek myself an feat across the 
fields where last week cetten staZ ks had steed but new are]ploughed 
under. The dust aleng the read te the camp is a beut ankJJ deep am 
little cleuds af dust swirled up with every step while e]oh 
passing breeze generated its awn embrya whirlwind, / 

I faund Blythe, Uury Pringle a)ui 6 er 8 ether guests, all 
very pleasant and all ef abeut the same mental calibre as 
Blythe and Mary, Instead ef eating under the cedar, we dined 
inside, --ene table inside the heuse itself and ene where I 
ate with three ethers, »n the gallery up ever the water. The 
sky, an autumn gray-blue, was etched with patches ef ergandie 
white cleuds which made the surface ef the river ever sa pretty 
and the eccasianal vagrant breeze kept the temperature Just 
right, Mary Pringle, as always, had a way ef a nneying me 

in spite ef her every effert and intentien te be charming. 

The table *n which we ate is abeut the aim af a large office desk, 

ene persen te each ef the feur sides. The ether twe diners at 

eur table were Calif ernians, just back frem Europe and as I 
already knew everything M ry knows, I felt inclined to 
hear what they had te say but Mary was all in faver ef a twe 
corner conversation, letting the Californians hyld doun one 
end w^ile she engaged me at the ether. It didn t matter much eith 
except in one physical hazard, far Mary sat at my left and every t 
3he had something to say about the condition of this or that camel, 
she had lately planted, what new wrinkle she had in her newly dene 
kitchen or whatever, she felt impelled teplace emphasis 
an what she said by taking held of my sleeve as she began this or 
that commonplace remark, I seen found myself wishing she were an 
my right rather'then my left, for in view of the fact that I feed i 
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with my left hand, it wasn t leng befare I was discovering 
thraugh per a anal experience, that there indeed "many a slip 
•twix cup and lip", I only gat hunks af beef atake in gravey in 
my lap twice and enly a smattering af aalade, gumbe, peae, petateea, 
3 quaeh, ochre, cuatard and aa an, Tau may readily imagine my 
surprise at first when just as I was in the midst af elevating 
apean.j ul ar o farkful af feed fram the plate te my meuth, my 
arm weuld suddenly be tugged at and the feed ge helter-skelter. 

But eventually I gat the preceaa warked aut by dwaddling 
areund until she weuld be jin a new sentence with a tug, after 
h ich I weuld start forking madly te get ahead af the next 
assault, 

Blythe and I strelled under the ceaddx far u little while 
after dinner. She teld me that after the 1st af the year she plannet 
te 3 ell the big heuse and greunde which haa aa lang been 
their hame and ia purchasing a smaller place cleae bye, —a 
fair a ised heme with the usual lay08t, including three bed reams, 

•» praperty that waa farmerly o part af their traot but which they 
sajd off a few years back. Thus she will be able te take her 
time about meving lets af her pet plants and at the same time 
enjey many af the trees she he self had planted an this new praperty 

which ahe herself had set aut when it waa part af the ariginal 

place. It aamehaw aeema like an ideal arrangemtt far her and 
her deci8ien te buy the new place came only after ahe had oast 
about in varieus localities, net only of Alexandria, but Shreveport, 
Lake Charles and same a her urban centers, What with her brother, St 
living in Alexandria, and two or three of her sisters, not to mention 
her 8an8, Horace and £d and their families, the decision to remain-^ 

in Alexandria where she haa aa many friends and right in the 

same neighborhood where she ia accustomed to the people and the 
locality, thia move seem3 aa logical, * am surprised she even bethere 
to cast about in. other sections of the State a a a potential 
home site, 

j( f) , . , ■ >. »■.*.. . 'U : '..TH " l- 1 

She had brought her own house servant up with her, one 
Luc ma, who seems to be a nice person, and she also had Zelma there 
to assist Lucinda in dispensing food. For a year or two, she 
dropped Zelma in f a vor Clemence a fl <* * was interested to hear her 
say that she had gone b a ck to Zelma because Dr. Band had heard 
from J, H, that the artist was having difficulties with the Welfare 
over her income, I think Dr, Rand or Blythe or both misinterpreted 
was said in this c annectien at the store but as I like Zelma better 
than any other soul on the plantation, 1 was delighted to see 
her handing ends at the qamp, I am sure you remember Zelma early 
one day on the Bermuda Road, so big, so Aunt Jemima and so good 
slap te the bottom of her big heart. Well, so much for breaking brei 
at the Rand camp which must make dull reading but f* r n V pert, the 
eating was wonderful, in spite of Mary Pringle,,,,,, 


i > . •* - ‘ ' ) • V • • \ • 1 ^ • 

Wednesday, October 17th, 1956, 


Memorandum • 

5 i s ., \ , v » , j e> i-0 u- < A l\ 4 :' 4 

For no apparent reason, the postman stepped up his 
schedule by an hour this morning with the■result that he 
had come and gone befare I made np usual rounds and so ■—' 

I am enclosing yesterday's memo with today’s. 

That Marshall woman telephoned at 7 a,m,, syaing she 
was expecting to take off from the Lone Star State in mid 
afternoon, heading for a month in Hew Orleans, and would pause 
by this bend of the river about 5, She did just that, so 
far as quitting her native heath but struck this t end of 
the river at 8 :30 instead of 5 and so is occupying the I, S, 

Willard property tonight, intending to transact some 
photographic business in flatchitoches on the marrow and 
so proceed to the Crescent City, I hope she arrives there 
in time to cont a ct the Registers before they begin feeling 
foot loose and fancy free and putting their respective footsies 
in the big road, bent on wandering this far afield, 

. . • 

It s a pity we haven t a tape recording of the coffee hour 
this morning, it was all So shilly-shalley and productive 
of nothing, although the conversation would represent a 
high point in music apprecation that would, by its 
unfinished sentences and over-worked phrases, would have 
made wacky such conversation experts as, say, Jacques Barsan or 
Clifton Fadiman, Mine hostess at the coffee hour is going 
to some i cultural club meeting to hear somebody talk about Richard 
Wagner s creations, What was asked for over the coffee was a full 
account on that subject, which, you id 11 admit, weuld represent 
quite an order for any coffee hour. But things were made the 
easier for the participant when he discovered that the lady 
had no notion as to which century, - 17th>, 18th or 19th, 
which saw the rise of this musical genius and had never heard of 
Bayreuth, von Bulow, old Cosima, Madame d’Agoult, and even 
Munich was merely some place, some where, perhaps in Saxony or Prui £ 
or even Camchatka, for that matter. As for the Ludwigs, pere et 
fils, they were utterly unknown n^mes and the same might be s aid for 
Sie fried, Brunhilda, Wotan and all the rest. In short, the entire 


* • » 
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u>aa quite virginal and unploughed, as 1 gradually discovered, 
and the sppsrtunity ts create a werd picture of oh era 
made me imugine I was feeling something like the sensations possess 
the local artist when she finds herself confronted by 
a big c nv a s, plenty f points and brushes and utter freedom 
to d ve into the st ff if full assurance that when she had 
staggered around in it for a while, nobody would be the wiser 
as a result of her efforts. 

I think I am a little late in transplanting the freezia's 
this year but I did get>i round to work with them this 
afternoon. Like the Guernsey lilies, if given half a chance, 
they tend to multiply generously and while I like to trans¬ 
plant them from pot to pot each season, I also like to put 
some in the ground to see in which setting they flourish better. 
i am under the impression that like the 10 and 12 foot 
Phillipine lilies, they may prefer a soil that isn t too rich, 
least, they app ar to produce less luxuriance of leaf and 
a „reater profusion of blossoms if the soil is 
merely average It goes without saying, of course, that J- 
am rigging up a special pot for Madam Regard which I shall 
present along about February when the buds are i bout 
to unfold. 

• ' 

One echo of the Pilgrimage that interested me had to 
do with an observation of Mr. Fulalove, —what a name, —one 
of the big pecane planters in thedhreveport area where the family 
h a been prominent in the c ommunity for a generation or two. 

Mr. Fulalove told Carmen that although he was acqua nted with 
the Ford museum project at Dearborn and with tilliamsburgh 
as a restoration venture, he found the Cane River country, — 
Oakland and Melrose, more impressive as a genuine monument of 
an earlie civilization that either of the other places. 

Celeste repeated this to J. d., knowing J. U. to^be an 
admirer of the fulalove business acumen but, to her surprise, s/i 
discovered that J. d, thought the observation perfectly 
ridiculous t once more demonstrating how impossible it 
is, apparently , for people, born in the Cane River country, to 
comprehend either its specid quaities per se or its unique 
place, historically and culturally, to other places in 
the nation. It reminded me of a remark the Madam once made r 

"If Texas, h a ving a sense of appreciation of their 
"'’•t.r its past, had a tenth of what is Louisiana's, Texas 
V around it." 


. S A uiv ' i ■ • 


• i; A ssi. 


SSi.'u tM i 


am cun 


. ,V: Thursday, October 18th, 19 56. 


. ! * ' *>* 


S3 d sM w it* j;i tiA* mmsAcfi ■> a 

... n'v.r J<i sr - Ut". ~ ’*v' n Atim “ 

Memoranfujt 

V . ■ V ■- •> . * •« v • •.*•».*•>*.. V vi" 

How nice.......... ,i 

iLitv i-.TsfcUV. r.oj ,3 ■> n > vx n*A m . 

A surprise package from little Miss Lee tn today's 
_ 4 post brought renewed vigor to the correspondence 

field and I am as happy as a clam at the prospect of 
catching up with a flock of non-descript mail that has been 
resting on the holding shelf for a few days, —all to be 
undertaken,.thanks to the unfailing good ever flowing 
t l from Lyme e* ? n - i ■ \ fii ■■ a « * 

. ■ •- . ->i -a../ ' e. . « ■“■ *o *• A • ‘ 3 .• - ■ • 

,«)Tf And equally inspiring is the memo accompanying the 
new ribbon, giving me some notion of the three ring circus that 
has been swirling around and about little Miss Lee during 
that past three weeks. v With all the talk going on during 
the past few years about the need for more educational 
* facilities, it strikes me that perhaps one of the first 

courses that should be intorduced should be the study of 
how to be a considerate guest. Up until now, it appears that 
i «ucA matters have never been touched •» in public instruction, 
which is most lamentable since everyone sooner or later does 
have to play the role of guest and. obviously few people 
have the slightest notion as to how the role should be 
played. As in most matters concerning human relations, 
a let of imagination is required and I suppose*, there ' s noway 
to teaching anyone to manifest signs of imagination if one isn t 
possessed of^same. It strikes->me, however, that if 
everybody were provided with some general recommendations, 

, a fleck of people, potentially capable of Using their 

■ t mind and h^art, might recognize how their own behavior 

might be patterned to make life a little less rough on 
their, hostess. 0 J-« *• sorry all the hoSp-la ref erred to had to 
„ come,at just the tins everything in the 'off ice was at such 
a high pitch and I hold the 1 that the particular 

brand of difficulties which have just been experienced may 
Li*, be over by now and not in the books^for recurance during the 
balance of the season. Una *1 .ns . rl e*A «l 

u*4b*c A v. Atsd htiyt i ioAt 1 • Utb * 
i v i. .**V 1 thipk^you for-having sent along the'' 

* . 


. cs' j 

IU 


^ valance oj one season. s ii - > . nt 

, 'o«m Aa v At«d ssilnu: i icAt 1 ,il«b 

And may \ thipk ^you for-having sent along the 

..utLotftits ^ unamnod »d4««nd 
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two magazines whose articles you have ss thoughtfully marked, 

I did not^get to them tsday but I shall be looking forward ts 
explsring them sver the week end, 

A telephsne from Carslyn this morning indicated she w as having 
a conference with Thelma Kyser at the college in the morning hours 
concerning next year's Pilgrimage publicity, to be followed 
by luncheon with Carmen, She dropped by the artist s house 
at 4:30 and picked upa spread, the .artist had been contriving 
for her and then we drove down to Hidden Hill to see what the 
i Sterling Evans direction had been accomplishing down • * the old 
UcAlpin plantation. They have built'a new house on the place, —it 
isn't quite finished, L think, and have set cabins in straight 
rows, painting them-white, Instead of building the larger dewlling, 
which is a little along the lines of Beaufort, although not so long, 
instead of putting this house amidst trees and overlooking the bed of 
Cane Diver, they have built it more or less in a field, the less 
part being that there are a couple of oaks not far from the rear 
of the house but the gallery surveys miles of cotton fields, bereft 
if trees and represents about as dumb a location as one could imagine 
for a dwelling, it seems to me. As for the newly established cabins, 
they are in a straight line, facing the road rather than the river, 
and are sufficiently plumb of line as to suggest a modern 
new real estate developement, I suggested a photograph be made of 
the row as it might eventually be used to advantage to illustrate 
an article bearing some such title as “Hew Look at an Old Planta¬ 
tion", #r stme such. What is being done is good but it 
could be so much better. It's a demonstration of what can be 
accomplished when, as in the case of the owners, ample funds are 
available and an impulse to improve conditions generally on the 
plantation and one is conscious only Sf> the absence of imagination 
which, had it been present-, might have effected something ideal, 
i -it * i’ • * : - 

Getting back here a little after 7, Carolyn did not come in but 
went on to I, S, Hillard's, with a view of heading out for 
/Jew Orleans either tonight or early in the morning while I looked 


bo A 


t silr :: \A &U: stsi 
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.yilo” as 
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-\k *t Vi '■> bo * 1 ■>•>' . \i 1 ) ‘.15 i U ‘ 9 Ai 9 A «d - : 

br jho . Bii' v Or * : . '4 tui \-y U: •*o - 'itA * ubifc aOe t\\ i n< 

• . ft •' -I l* * 1 8 «'••«• j ; . - e d 

■' J f 'ir br.-.f.-s i or at r.« S or. • ..w- \< •«! i". or- 

t z- ■■ -.,A\ it: •> ' n* nAi v . h:. i .9 i 7 »-■' 

Memo randum 

;• ; b .!■ 1 " .. ■) /..I ' 1U If • "> ’ SOO $ : ■' r '* Cv 

It's so nice, this new ribbon, —enabling me to 
catch up so easily on. holding shelf correspondence . 

bf.. too:.sir: SB 'tSC 


, i,. bns 


*• , 4 1 4 i 1 i i. 

atsi aA* _ijiw q 1 iix s> sjiiw 
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t . - ■- Friday, October 19th, 2956* 


« o ■ ::e 3 


Mildred Cunningham called me. this morning, reporting 
that the Travelers Insurance Company, owners of many furrier and 
Ives originals, is lending an exhibition to be hung in the Lemee 
House early in December or in February,, The thought 
was that I might open the show #n varnishing day , I 
asked her to It me have a lis,t of the paintings that will 
be included and suggested that she j contact the owners, requesting 
that an example of Louis Maurer's work be included, I 
think some particulars about Louis and his son, Alfy, might 
put the opening, festivities on a level tha t t would entertain 
those present much more than an erudite interpretation of 
this segment of Americana, Lots of people in the United States 
knew Louis but comparatively few were acquainted', with Alfy and 
I suppose nobody, -other than a couple of Alfy s most intimate 
friends, ever heard about Louis s dead hand reaching out of 
the grave and stealing the show at Alfy s funeral. Perhaps 
I shall be able to help a little at the doings and mythmg that 
will acquaint a few more people with thp charm of what Mr, Belle 
would call, "Currier and Ivies", would be all to the good, 

,.. 01 , 

Somebody with more of an Einstein bent than I has come up 
with some mathematical figures concerning the tour that 
would be interesting to those who can spend their lives talking 
about percentages and knowing what they are talking about. 

The lingo goes something like this : - there were a few more than 
800 people each day of the pilgrimage, flowing through the 
Yucca living room every three hours. As space and convenience 
impelled one to keep the ts down to 80 at p time, I was 
allowed about a minute to gmH& 50 people and to say Au Devoir, and 
a little less than three mintiies to give them a brief account of 
the building of Yucca, its fitst mistress and its subsequent occupan- 
a nd to point out a few of the artistic and historic treasures with wl 
it is crammed * This figuring allows no pause between groups so that 
.i the song and dance must be repeated 40 times running and no w»nd«r 

> r nut} 4 , xstm xriMsiFifi&Uin.'’' 1 " *“* tirti 

,,, * :i HOW oAA tSB 8 Sn» 88 wlo BO dn 




I post this on the morrow ^ 

,tr ■' • A'lA- 881 * iu 1 * W D ' * ' — • ^ 

I was quite unprepared to learn what Bob had to tell me 
in his letter. He and Patty are so'nice and the little girl such 
a doll, I shall write both Bob and Patty promptly and hold the thought 
their domestic arrangements may, as has appened in the case of others, l 
brought back into harmony eventually,,,•••• 


I 
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I smiled in mu beard at the coffee heur this merning • 

Teu may ecall thoM/ty 11 swing the television thing te ether 
day. Celeste exp^TWd the heme that Hiss Sally of agnelia, 

Idaand Charles Mazurette and Dr, Emmett Erwin did net hear the 
telecast • Well, this merning Celeste said she had seme thing 
te tell me abeut the mulatto nurse attending Miss Sally, 

Accerding te MissSally s daughter-in-law. Dee, the girl 
came te her the ether day, asking her if she had ever wanted one thi 
in life she didn t knew hew she ceuld get but that it just seemed 
as theugh she simply had te have it. Dee said she had, thinking 
the mulate girl had her mind set en seme diamend coronet or ^eme sue 
the girl explained that en Thursday while leeking after Miss Sally, 
she had been present when Miss Sally was listening te the 
Natchitoches Pilgrimagepregram and that the girl had felt instmctiv 
that she simply must talk with the^man whe was deing the talk ng and 
the place he was talking a beut. Dee said she was amazed when the 
girl began repeating what seemed te her like exact sentences and 
phrases 1 had used, and Dee asked Celeste what she theught weuld 
think if any h'lit were given that the gril wanted te make 
a round at Melrese, Matrually I told. Celeste te make an 
appointment w>ith Dee te bring the gril up and Celeste, 
assuming a semewhat centrite expressien, said perhaps she ceuld have 
been wreng a beut wishing that Miss Sally weuld net be tuned in 
< en the breadcast, 

. I can net imagine why white felks sheuld be surprised at 
interest taken by peeple ef celer in the accemplishments ef their 
ancestors, and at the same time, * think it rather remarkable that 
in view ef my knewn pesitien in Louisiana regarding the human ities, 
why it is that nebedy ever, appreached me abeut giving a hand te 
II, A, A, C, P, Se far as I knew, everybedy in that organization 
in Leuisiana is celered and perhaps, celered folks, like t 
white felks, ge en the assumptien that every l individula s interests 
ceme te a halt at the margin ef the celer line and fer that 
reasen have never dreamed ef speaking te me a beut the 
erganizatien. It is pessible that I can render the cause 
greater service by being cn eutsider, especially in a State that 
h a s eutlawed the !I.A,A,C,P,, but however that may be, 
and whether * am in er eut ef the erganizatien, the work 
fer the humanities can and will ge en and, it gees witheut saying, 

I am held ing the theught that such perfermances as the TV thing 
may centribute its infinitesimal pari te the trend which 
ne King Canute-cane ever held back±.-?r 
v <ii • 

On the morrow the Leuisiana State Fair begins its 
jseasen, bringing te mit^fhat it was deing business when 
I came this way in 1P*W I believe they really have quite 
an interesting Fair tfujfraltheugh invited lecally en several 
eccasiens te ge with others fe.r the day, I have always declined, 

I understand Pat will attend temerrew and *ugene within a 
day er two and prebably Celeste and J- H, will make it en 
Sunday but I shall remain at heme, prefering tewait until seme time 


Sunday, Octeber 21st, 19 56. 
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What luck that this week end s weather was net in Juxta- 


pesitien to last week's, which was se perfect. 

The artist passed this way on Saturday afternoon about 
2 : 30 but didn t linger long on the back gallery when she saw 
a dark cloud approaching, She certainly didn t more than get ho 
before a dust cloud descended upon the neighborhood, se thinck 
with tiny dust particles that I ceuld scarcel make eut the 
sun dial from the gallery. There were a few strong gusts ef 
wind and then a sprinkle followed, lasting until first dark, 

. ... . but only about a half inch of rain to be measured in the gague, 

Had the rain come bfere the wind, scads of pecanes would 


Zi t; i«' 


a.U;S‘j 


Y9'j Z 
1 . S‘ 


Had the rain come bfere the wind, scads ef pecanes weuld 
preb a HLy have been knocked off, as the weight ef rain frequently 
starts pecanes tumbling fully as fast as a high w ind, But 
as the wind had died down before the dampness blew in, net many 
peepnes fell, which is just as well, perhaps, since they 
h a ve not filled out as yet. 

The artist came back this a fterneen to finish her story 
which had been interrupted the d a y before, —something about 
her Old Age Pension about which she wants me to give her 
a hand in getting strai ghtened out.. 

♦a'. 1 - 

As we chatted, Peter came along and he and the artist 
began talking a beut last night's sheeting at the local 
henkeytonk . Abeut midnight Peter and Charlie Turner had 
gene into the little gambling shack adjoining the saloon 
when Peter's cousin, Chang although sober, get trigger happy, 
and took a pet shot at Charlie, The bullet struck the 
outer rim ef Charlie's oap, splitting the vizor in twe, and 
traveling along parted the skin ef Charlie's scalp right alsng 
the middle, and then passed sn out through the cap at the back, 
Su ely that ought te make William Tell leek te his apples, den t 
you think so, I saw Charlie later today t the cut made 
by the buleet had closed nicely but I must say it struck me 
n s being a bout the closest shave I had ever seen en a surviving 
victim,i ' ■ .?< ' • ■■ ~ 

’ ia.rtr a'.{»<*'* '4 HjtUttaUsu ilia a-* oiucod a L 
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when 1 can ae with somebody whe likes to take things like the Art Ce ti: ‘ ij U s i 

lets rsly and net attempt to see hew fast one can tear through the y t ■> ■ 

place and se meet ene s self en the way in as ene is going out,,,, . ij . 
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Monday, October 22nd, 1956* 


** *• t 


•*vj • u* 


Carmen telephoned me on Saturday to say that Mr. and Mrs. 
SterlingEuans had dropped in to see her. They told her t/*ot 
Mr. Evans partner, Mr. Wortham, and his two daughters had been 
on last week end s Pilgrimage but as they did not make themseli 
known to any one, I did not h a ue an opportunity to chat with 
them You will recall it is the Wortham-Ev a ns interests that 
purchased Hidden Hill and are doing it over. I did not tell Ca 
that I had been to the old McAlpin place on Friday when Carmen 
told me that she wanted to rive down some afternoon, pick me up 
go on to see the place. &he said that tne Evanses told her 
that they are building something akin to an office and museum 
cross Cane *iver. channel from the new residence they have 
recently put up on the plantation and that they propose having 
various pertinent souvenirs of the region housed there, includi 
such itesm as a copy of the McAlpin cotton stencil, the 
"land of Uncle 1 om" plate qnd 80 on. I like the idea very much 
but still regret they aren t consulting locally , —* suppose 
I a m thinking mostly of myself, as they plan and carry out 
such projects for 1 do think I could give them a few hints 
that might lend interest to their doings. “aturally, since 
the artist was born on Cane River just below Hidden Hill and oj 
attended its SaintSimon baptist Church, it would seem the 
most zi logical thing in the w orld to have her do some primiti 
the neighborhood for their museum but of course they 
will not think of that until after everything else has been 
done. I made it a point not to tell Carmen that I 
h n d visited the place and I shall not make a peep about 
murals, but I am writing to Dallas to see at what wholesale 
price 1 c a » secure. 1 think it might be well to 
have the artist do a few murals that would be suitable for 
any place but particularly for that lower section of the 
Cane River country as against some day when the Hidden Hill 
folks may be interested or, if not, anybody else who likes 
primitives may want to,grab at them. h ut how 
lacking in imagination on the part of the * ortham-Evans 
partners that, after h a ving seen the African House murals, 
it doesn n t occur to them to take such creations into their 
shcemes as they piin their museum. 

\ t) f S s ' y . ili 1 • : o.V ■■ ■ 

I got around to do a dab of reading last night, for sheer 
pleasure, and as T am still in the midst of *'ar and beace, I 
find it doubly interesting to hear people talking o bout the Kin 
Vido rendition of this opus for Hollywood. Tomorrow ^ 

I am hoping the artist will undertake a a pink b a ptisin 

just gray for the babhground, white for the church and clouds, 

anPWnrmtP/iPtWtfnWtrJ'm i°mi . 

thee thing ora knock out. One never knows . 
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Memorandum : 


Our fine weather is back again and I devoted most of f 
the day trying to eradicate lingering evidences of Saturday 8 
dust storm Both galleries of this house were carpeted with 
leaves the high wind whisked in this direction, —leaves from 
all sorts of trees except the pecane trees which continue holding 
their leaves as firmly as they did last year , giving promise of 
food stores being stored up in the trees, as the experts say is 
the case, since after the first of September, the sunshine on 
the pecane leaves creates food s torage from which a crop will 
be produced the following year. How wonderful are the ways 
of God and how little are we able to get more than a hint of 
such miraculous processes. 

The bulk of the crop remains on the trees in spite of Saturd . 
breeze and drizzle, with only a ten and a half or two tons of 
pecanes having been dropped from the trees. It is estimated 
this year 's crop will run somewhere between 300,000 and 
500,000 pounds. 

‘ . • • 

last night I read a little more from the ol toy opus,— 
and being about three quarters of the way through, I am 
currently going through the throes of the battle of Borodino, 
the last pause of Napoleon before entering Moscow. Tolstoy 
devotes considerable space to theorizing about how improbable 
it is that there is any such thing as the "science of war" and 
even more, the unliklihood that there is any such thing as 
a "military genius" % To support his contention, he reproduces th> 
orders given by Napoleon, issued the night before Borodino, there 
being 4 or 5 basic points to be effected. The author then procee< 
to demonstrate how not one of these could possibly be carried out 
and how the de.tails in the orders were so vague that they might 
be interpreted in as many different ways as there were people 
called upon to excute them. He then goes on to show how 
atmospheric conditions during the day of the battle made it 
impossible for either the French or Russian commanders to see, 
what wo8 transpiring and concludes thatthe results of the day s 
efforts was dependent upon almost everything exceptthe commands o. 


I 
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directors of the scuffle • I'm wondering what West Feint and 
Saint Cyr instructors in military tactics would 3 ay to all 
this . The next time the General is up this way, I must aafr Aim 
his opinion on the matter. 

I'm ylud I Aaue had War and Peace for entertainment this 
pre-election nigh s for I must say I find the political fare 
served up on the radio to be of mighty poor quality, At this 
stage of the game, it strikes me that the Democrats would be 
more successful if they would unite in singing the praises of 
Ur. Eisenhower as they bemoaned the fact that he is a captive of 
the big financial shots of the Republican party « I think they 
would be likely to raise more doubts in the public mind if they 
pointed out that the successful military mind leaves it to his 
lieutenants to determine fact and formul te policy which the 
commander then accepts as gospel and carries out, without ever 
determining policy himself, and therebye enabling the lieutenants 
to determine what should be done, and as the President prefers the 
millionaire type of lieutenant, the case of the little fellow is 
always pushed aside be default in f a vor of the big shots. It 
strikes me that such.a line of campaign would shake a wa V more pote 
Republican votes in favor of theDemocrats than any frontal attack 
on the person of the President. 

T ' * » 

. This afternoon the telephone service, cut by Saturday s storm 

was resumed. Ora telephoned to s ay howdy and to mention a, 
book called The Ifandarin by Bolivar or some such, she wasn t sure 
of the author's name. As I understand it, the author iy a woman 
and in the book mentioned, which had been called to Ora s aijtentio 
by the lady doctor, the chapters alternate, first the woman s 
point of view, then the man s, and so throughout the book, 
and the subject of the piece is an explantation of the position ta 
by French intellectuals, mostly writers, I believe, in regard to 
the way politicis shaped up following the war, and how the ideals 
seemed often to skirt the professed Rusian line but how it 
deviated from that pattern* She says that while the book contains 
a great deal of unvarnished expressions, She finds, after finishin 
book, .that her thoughts are stimulated by its message, in spite 
of thorough shod fashion in which it touches on certain aspects of 
the people figuring in the piece. 

i ■ 

I enclosed la Storm s letter in yesterday's envelope. Someon 
mentioned the shoes about which *unt"illie mentioned. It seems 
one goes to Hew York and has o plaster cast made of one s feet and 
that the shoes made to fit this form, although costing a 
hundred dollars, are worth a million in comfort....... 


Tuesday, October 2Zrd, 19 56. 
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Memorandum: 

-,}*> h 1: 3 ; it3 — % V > • -• S- 0 

1 that with one thing and another, you may not have been 
able to hear Mr. Stevenson's speech at Madison Square tonight, 
but l hope you did for it was more like the old time fervor 
than anything x have run across in the present campaign, 

• vJ • *" ^ . 

I was tuned in on Columbia's fifty thousand watt station 
in Hew Orleans, WWL, which cut off the speech at the conclusion 
of the 30 minutes allotted. But the cut came with the 
sente see wherein the aspiring candidate had opined that 
he doubted if the people wanted the Government in the hands 
of Richard M. Nixon, and I don t know but what that was 
about as telling a sentence as any Democratic speech might end, 
t ; ■ 1 . ' l'' ■ ' J-' ” - 

I suppose ^ may catch up with the balance of the speech in 
some later .re—broadcast tonight and I shall be interested to se 
the evening 's orator could wind up his business any more 
effectively than the way in which Columbia terminated it for hi: 

, m • i;iu o j 4 *.3 ^ i\ r j -»x•< i 1. ? k; 

It was obvious that Mr. Stevenson was racing against time a 
cut off the applause all through the progression of the speech 
but race as he might, he couldn t overtake the time lost at 
the beginning of the festivities by what appeared to be a slap . 
gathering but, in the interest of music if not of politics, 
any net work might have been not only forgiven but congratulate 
for clipping off the tacky band that did the serenading during 
the introductory cheering. It seems to me I never heard a more 
moth-eaten bit of tooting of an unknown march by what 
struck me as mightily ungifted musicians • When Mr. Eisenhower 
appears in the Garden shortly, if a full blown orchestra of sym. 
design doesn t swell % out the opening applause, then the f Madison 
hoys .will well be considered as plum coo-coo, I haven t the 
slightest notion how many votes a good musical rendition 
ever rounded up at the opening of a campaign speech but 
whatever the number, the Democrats surely didn t get it tonight 
through the musical fare they set forth for the delectation 
of prospective voters • 
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Wednesday, October 24th, 2956 


correspondence side, the enclosure in today 's post 
e restraint that I had expected from Patty and I am 
temporarily at least on stronger emotional ground t 
year Bob was in New York, From Bob's letter of 
I have no doubt you were as impressed as was I on r 
ablishment is Apartment 1 - F, and that his street 
i0 8 Esplanade, —an initial and a combination of 
find so easy to remember, I shall dash off a line 
night, pointing.out that often in maturity, 
rience the same emotional growing pains they went 


Memorandum : 


New Orleans and Natchitoches were represented in today's 
as the enclosures indicate, 


I am under the impression Bob is having one of those 
periods of adjustment, so inescap a ble for so many like him around the 
world, and I feel genuinely sorry both for him and his family, 

I undqr the impression there is a goo^ chance for 0 » eventual 
reconciliation but in peace, as he doesn t mention, but as in war as 
he does stress, --he teing Tomtoy f there are so many imponderables, 
popping up from so many circumstances that cannot possibly be 
n nticipated, that judgement as to the future can at best be only 
a guess, 

-..V v • i . o" v ... iJ ii 

I thought the letter from Carmen very kind, Eventually I might 
like to have a copy but merely for reference which will not be needed 
during the current year, Naturally I dropped Carmen a note of 
ppreciation and said that I would write a formal one to the 
President of the Old House Society, — a copy of which, addressed to 
Mrs, J hn Kyser, I shall attach to the .original letter from Carmen, 

1 have no doubt my letter to the Society will be read at the next 
Board meeting and, with this in mind, it qeemed to me a wonderful 
opportunity to take a slap at Miss Normon s fritend, Sudie Lawton, by 
making a casual reference to the autographing party that 
never came off, 

j ;*»' . i\ »♦o it', bsi. !. ■ u<> . imt' . 

I was interested in what that Marshall woman had to say 
„bout doings at 530 St, Ann Street, I agree that J a mes can never 
h a ndle the Jal 0 n story but f I c /n sorry to say, neither he nor Kay 
doubts that he can, &u he ,loves doing reseetsch and I can think 
of nothing better for him at the moment than to busy himself at the 
library at the moment, I ought to begin .chunking him about deciding 
to go to North Hollywood for the holidays but I know 
perfectly well he will not do so, 

, . j.™, \ o ■ e ■ . 

I shall write Carolyn that I think she will never get anywhere wi 
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Thursday, October 25th, 19 56 


with a scrapbook of Hidden Hill - Little Eva shots of which she 
spoke in her letter as being ultimately destined for the »©rtAom- 
Ev n ns qroup, I think both thosegentlemen are possessed of business 
minds a nd are unlikely to appreciate photographic efforts even when 
the subject matter concerns theirown property. Hut 1 appla ude 
the idea of getting the pictures for 1 think they can be used in 
half a dozen ways, especially in magazine articles and pictorial 

stories. 

The coffee hour was in a mild flurry today when Celeste related 
that she had had an endless long distance telephone call last night 
from Waterproof, La., the daughter of Joe Evans being the caller. 

Ihis lady, a Mrs. Applegate, was little Cammie s room mate at L. S. u 
nd apparantly has ben an a lcholic ever since, —and, in view of 
Jier college associate, I can t blame her for that. Celeste said 
the Call concerned pictures from Clemence which she wanted to have 
pointed but as she had placed the order before by telephone directly 
with the artist and as she cahnged her minds three or four times dun 
the course o the long telephone call to Celeste, the latter was 
in a tizzy as to what to do. 1 told her to drop the problem 
in mu laD and forget n bout it. 


Uemoirandum 


the best laid plans of mince and men 


and that was my .line for the day wh-icji was -chattered up from 
dawn 'til dusk with a helter-skelter sort of progression 
that had but one virtue, —making the day speed along swiftly. 

t. 

A sample is suffi ient to give the idea. I had in mind turning 
the house upside down between IB noon and 2 p.m, Mrs.George 
Sutton having an appointment to bring some scientist to see me 
at that hour. I had Andy to lend me a hand and be 
moved every which way, —not only from room to roo 
galleries, r 

should keep and eye on the time and when it was 3, 


I told him that 1 expected people at 2 and that he 

~ to knock on 

my door and say that there were pejople to see me and that I 
would tell him to ask them to wait at the big house. And so we 
got down to work. Within 20 minutes, when things were really reachin 
quite a pitch cmd the house had all the attributes of a composite 
likeness to the fall of Rome, a figure appeared on my back gallery. 

I took it to be the artist and went on with the business at hand for 
a few minutes and then dashed to the door Picture my surprise when 
I discover it was not the artist but Dr. Caley or however that lady 
doctor of Hew Orleans who seels Hunter pictures t in the Crescent City 
spells her name. She had just been at Clemence s and had 
driven her car across the cotton field to the bamboon hedge 
and entered from the back. I asked her in, and as she entered, she 
presented me with a bottle of wine, —Dubonet port. I asked her 
if she couldn’t pause to sample it bouquet, and you can again picture 
something else, —my surprise and disappointment when, in spite of th 
fact that she could see the place was in an uproar, she said she 
would be delighted. +nd so I ushered her out on to the front gallery 
had Andy bring seme glasses, and we sampled the port. She even 
had a second d a b. I thought she would never go but she finally did 
start and got as far as the middle of the living room, heading toward 
the back gallery, when M r8 , Sutton and her guest appeared on 
the front gallery. J hustled Dr. Caley along, explaining I 
h a d to elope with one lady before 1 could see another, and 
h a nded the lady doc or to her car. She told me she would get up 
this way again before February as she planned to have another 
operation on her foot or ankle.or some such, ^he artist is going to 
miss her, * think. 

- ■: i . l • •• v'\ • ^i - • 
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Friday, October 26th, 19 56. 

I had a telephone from Thelma Kyeer today, She wanted to 
ask me what the Society sponsoring the Pilgrimage could 
do with me, as she had Just received my contribution 
in pursuance of the Society's gift to me, I got her off that 
subject and on to another which is of great interest to her,— 
the restoration of the old fort in Matchitoches, The site 
UerrAfatJiiimf.ort in known but the buildings themselves have probably 
been non-existant during the past 200 or 1 50 years. She 
sayjtlthf bamimaq/simerthnibeabegftdriiutgtto tyttWsntbtS'sQweW»ttze 
al&rtji&ht mhibchm(taMLtdiebaildexpeT*ititik9»a hnftbynDQnfnom the 


living r.o.om and hoping the Lora tney wouia go wnen *. 

figure approaching from the avant-cour, It turned out to be 
Blythe, —alone, —wonder of wonders. She had brought me seme ice 
cream, sufficient for a bout two people but certainly not for 
four. 1 made the presentations and we found another chair and startt 
off on some more gossiping, after Blythe had been provided with 
slab of cake, sue declined Dubonnet and didn t care for a coke, 

Ind so I had to hunt up some ice water. Eventually we got 
established and somebody knocked at the door. It was Andy, grinning 
as though playing a part which he indeed' was, and very obviously so, 
to say that there were some people to see me, I told him to as* 
them to wait for me at the big house. The Sutton-scientist combinati 
eventually made a gesture to mosey and I did all I could to 
further their move. But Blythe lingered on and 1 enjoyed hearing 
her talk about a flock of Alexandria people of whom I had nothing 
in a long time, She attempted a justification of ary Pringle 
a nd her endless ineptitudes bu^ that fell rather flat, Blythe 
also mentioned that iss Sally s nephew was just back from 
Europe and either there or in Hew ork, the Duchess of »indsor 
had helped him in making some purcahses for his wife and, as an 
old friend of. Blythe, asked her if she would make some creole 
praylines which she did, fixing them up very prettily and gave 
them to Hunter Pierson to send by air mail last night to the Duchess, 

It was 4:30 before Blythe finally left but as she remembered she 
had put her glovew somewhere, I returned to Yucca in search of them, 
so it was \iearer 6 than 5 before she departed, —without her gloves. 

Then Andy and I began going after the turmoil we had contrived 
so much earlier in the day and we were finished, —b t only almost,- 
k*. /inrk. mht>n I finallv found Blvthe’s cloves which -*• shall mai 


Ertowuhaaii ibtot turpi bukvp Jtpenndhpe&tcbtieyap6rt/i*gF0Seh4T fine 
neQ 0 »*]pi*M 0 ll,egQtBi>swkL]b sjdrhkda ptkeiiyvitf 4R d*4p*t<»kfnf and yet 

appropriate some-thing like 
seventy five thousand dollars to be used for the 

restm&V+i e»*pa/after oieumsrupp daheomerrjbwlihmseiepItffMmj&lMe&Od gourds 
w i-iQ.tqjii fwrhXLS'dajuii dip. iTy p \ippvp eutfi «Wp u&dr S' afcrhi iyg> uctu itUrg a 

dcAPUfr tjboohcfti&iettaJs ’frceli/oijisdm atukwowjtiehjbi* D&ttn War days, 

pelsSMpfbovse mbfyitioitDitey i^llctbnwupcrlihfi'iVieglbelk&tqpd’ t)te$&tf&& ble 
th&Xrliei IvcDego' » faittokeprJncuturSnptipkdfiJtcmfy'f haz$cnndisiitycfiosfieofjfice 
the dUibothtst mhiioe pybiELerffdadiliees^ ntf hietnj&e, jU^kiiBMcrlis may 
a to Stfte cpti& IHie^ariepr^tpirvltB^uojijigi -budUd g^ifyUrtcdglvaitW send 
thVwyilloaup r&g&rHiiaocp .to ipeuristihmnustKxrte jkfrioikeuiaticlfy'&ji&t and 

g otlnl£lfsie nsi addtetr pies cstayojm too. if hnsnodHti ipMM^dtMeFwrbppjdkgs 
a rifl h j mh.i*drp> pbtuejebaob Ipojlkrtdtaigtec<stsethough they were local 
purchases, if you please. As it is difficult to judge the 
amount ficff MgreBeDf^ fltovMtdipolrp&nBlkmQty JlMru1ie&AidM9ning 

rilp^yisiiiiisbo^ijbDpotieabdaBc^bartyrwciQIloihaejjb (paflaeti tfH&ir prime 
b&foh&dy'eto&visi auyafttf a Houtoji void,tibqfbejLlyotha^mocrf (^oidt/i(ATkPrpeahen 
whoQjtf pfop&ni tmj&gttfupbfamlulRonsarikii&ptiiitfkiliattaB tjxeriyarest 
trVbhtbfod&Xl's for it seems ,to me that people come to 
this region more concerned with the ai te bellum a spect of 
thiiigsthttnlti ■‘atoavte tteet snmeiidimteddim ItfKfQ (pbrtoiP&WttllWi&Wving 

hshis* i skt&lil&tkaidbiMUphB&preei Hot ^inHich 


mJsftHT]lvfeligiei^p^JniJmgK htitisA stiiwiisixioidtmiphBditMei Hoom^mich more 
siM^i&pnln'i&co&miltfbtgb vtpiOBtuil ctfbnAioobie icHobttudcP ctoidjei 'fit lfy il¥*gs 
itfjHbaWl&ipPnDtd oJT hoM&tneuafiiigtHkdtrtfT^meg fttee bfifin&u0i\sd*efh since 
ncttPW&VVocfff' Storepjtfgaeixt BUfristgiefflenepillQnitoui^ 2ai<Q9P other peopl 
StnfHaP, D)Vkkan>JbatHfe asmralvgte IjhxdiaiytsfTfbmLlbbie gboaxnki ASV; i fit»^<Wfe«lK ar » 
-ttf# (SfiHa^tedriankeereo^t Utie dbteoHsif ioste, idivelMlOfib tfb d i Q T hi%Qof >e 9i 

$&><&£&iezwsr tttee J&vesluniltou&tadb (8$ id&M. yfipr a go- 
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Sunday, October 28th, 19 56. 


n. I f V f 

y*V •" 


o. ’• • r , 

I • 


little Miss Lee • A second ene I kept on the end table at the 
end o/ the sofa in the living room where it has stood ever since• 
During Pilgrimage, I mo >ed the sofa back from its usual position 
against the windows giving on the back gallery but left the end table 
against the books, hard by the fire place, and put an arm chair next 
to"it, so that xhe t a ble was well b a ck from the stram of people passin 
through the room, A few times during the afternoon, pilgrims 
sat in that chair and at other times, Rosalind occupied it, 

op t i* no v v: • . \ t & z + i\ r \ 

% 

After the Pilgrimage was over, I immediately put the 
sofa back in its accustomed place and when I did so, I noticed the 
little candle of the colored person representation was missing, 

I assumed somebody couldn t resist its appeal and had lifted it as 
a souvenir. You can imagtne my surprise, then, when moving some 
petrified wood on the back gallery at the door, not of the living 
room, but the one here by my desk, but outside, when I found the littl 
figure, the head broken f.r.om the body f and tossed behind the stones, 

. 

Off hand, it would seem to me if a pilgrim wanted a souvenir , 
he or she would not have done other than slip the thing into a 
pocket or purse, a a it is what, perhaps 3 inches in length. For 
the life of me I cannot, imagine the impulse that would move one first 
lift the thing as a souvenir, something so easily concealed, and then 
after stepping beyond my vision on the back gallery, go to the 
trouble of breaking, off the head and thowing it where it might be 
a 33umed it w ouldn t be found, 

• 

Then it dawned on me thatperhaps Rosalind is not resentful 
at Clemence as an artist but as a colored person, I confided these 
speculations to Ora, asking her if she thought Rosalind was among 
the racially prejudiced, I received an affirmative answer, 
which proved nothing so far as the decapitation of the figure 
bt did explain much regarding Rosalind's peculiar reaction to 
the murals in the African House, And that's all there is 
to that episode and I reckon no one will ever know the identity 
of the vandal and yet I find the episode so interesting that I 
wanted to share it with you, 

’jjtibwAj t 

In a way, the whole business reminded me a little of hat 
practice in the Middle Ages when some people, in order to destroy 
their enemies, would make a doll representing the foe and then 
proceed to 3tick pins nto the figure or commit other outrages on 
the symbol on the theory that the mutilation of the figure would 
somehow finish off the individual the figure represented, 

. ' •• ' ' fiVi* 


;;i t i ... 


jso 


Memorandum : 

t .v .■! 'sjt y::. r ",o ■A.*"' " 5 ‘ 

All week end, I have found myself holding the 
thought that m it may have been as peaceful there 
as here. The sky ftas been all blue and gold and although 
the air has been a little nippy, we are promised an 82 for 
the morrow 30 I guess we must be in the midst of "the old 
wives' summer" which has prob a bly alieady had its run in 
the envisons of e yme, 

A letter from James in the Saturday post spoke of research 
he is continuing in the Pontalba library, I cut a part of his 
letter out and attached it to my Sunday memo to Madam Marco, 
thinking she would be interested in what he had to tell 
r bout the copy of the 1814 edition of Andrew Ellicott Diary which 
he had been examining, for on the fly leaf he ran across the 
signature of the owner of the book, one B, L• C, Wailes, 
and further down, the signature of Dr, L, C, Wailes, his son. 

Dr, Levin Wailes left a son who, from time to time, has sold off 
the Wailes library which probably explains the presence of 
the present book in the Pontalba Library, 

3 uA wi rt3r-<ji;e *•. • L ! % •» TBr-svL,. 

When the book belonged to B, L, C,, it undoubtedly 
was housed with his library in the left wing of the Meade Villa 
house at Washington, Miss and I'm hoping Madam Marco may have 
30 mettting to say a bout this but whether she does or not, 3he will 
probably get pleasure in calling up old memories which this 
information from James will undoubtedly evoke in her mind, 

‘ i’0 * - - -w “ ', w t 1 Ob - •% *3 b 

Everything was rosey across the fence today. Perhaps it was 
just naturally so although I shouldn't be surprised if part 
of the joys stemmed from the fact that tomorrow morning at 
dawning both ladies take off for Mansura where they will remain 
until Friday night, ostensibly to participate in the Thursday 
All Saints Day festivities but my guess is that there will 
probably be much meandering beyond the Mansura town limits and 
if f/ewlberia, New Orleans, etc,, doesn t come into focus, too, 
although I am told everybody is always on a frolic in Mansura 
so I guess there will be atkple merriment regardless of whether 
one stays put or not. 


I 
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I finished War and Peace last night and silly regretted 
the author didn't keep right on with his novel for 
length equal to the length of the tome just finished, 

One of the things impressing me most as I re-read this 
book is the clarify of many of the scenes which, at my 
last reading t had seemed a little on the fuzzy side, I was 
also surprised to discover that in the years between 
the readings, I must have filled in a l*t of chapters 
on the occupation of Moscow with my own imagination so that 
whole scenes that were lurking in the back of my mind for 
re-examination during the current reading never appeared at all 
in the Tolstoy version, indicating plainly enough that the 
scenes I was looking forward to re-reading in order I might 
refresh my memory were actually nothimg more or less than 
episode.s which I had embro irdered in my own mind to fit into 
the setting and the story, Heaven knows the novel is long enough 
the way x ohatoy does it without anything being added to it by 
my own inventions, 

, , I. shall next undertake the re-reading of "Lanterns on the Lev 

although, 1 regret to say, that reading will be sketchy a t 
best for the carton in which this volume came • to hand arrived 
torn at the corners and several of the records were cracked 
or broken and the amount of dust on the records make it 
a lmost impos3ible to hear anything but scratches when 
I set the. machine going, I have on occasion inquired both 
from the UewOrleans Public Library and from the Library of 
Congress as to what the policy may be about supplying a new 
printing of a worn out book or the re-issuing of an 
entirely new reading of a standard work wh ch seems to merit 
a new edition, Put all my inquiries have brought forth no 
response and so I shall get what I can out of the present 
copy of the Percy opus and prob a bly get sufficient wrought up to 
begin screaming again at the Library of Congresson this and 
other points which also h a ve never been answered in 3pite of repea 
que stkone,was some big social event in town e» Saturday 
nightin which all the gentry participated and my grapevine reports 
that there was much buzzing a bout the gift to the Lemee House 
which was made in a letter to Thelma Kyser and many observations 

about the autographing party which never came off .. 

Sian', «« s\ v\ c a* ■ *.a<.ft tAi ffn 1 s‘-;i:rrAfri© 


Monday 4 October 29th, 1956. 


Memorandum• 

I ’ . 

The land of living primitives lost another battle today in the on-rush 
modern times, J, a , got disgusted with the Axe for his rogue-ish 
doings in ‘the dairy department and told him to put all the milk 
cow3 back into the pasture with the beef cattle and ordered Borden 
to supply us with bottled milk from town, 

Mitchell, the Axe, loves to keep an uproar going and is so often 
drunk on week ends that the dairy section suffers tremendously as a 
result, v uring the past year, hd has been dividing the molk each morning 
between the local establishment and the Morin establishment down the 
road. The Morin es t a blishment is unique on Cane"iver in that the 
husband, a no account, is a mulatto of the ancient nobless, but gone to seei 
while the wife is a pure negress, one of the numerous Williams breed and 
a cousin of our one time cook, ^attie, Mitchell, the Axe, courts Madame 
Morin right in the face of her husband who hasn^t the fortitude 
to object, and by way of presents to the lady provides a bucket of milk 
each day for her household and that of one of her daughters who hasa flock 
of children, 

< 

t\ ' % • i M*' “ * * i 

• As I see the problem, it would be sampler to transfer the Axe to 
some other line of work, —he is eliminated from the dairy by d ing away 
with it anyway, rather than doing away with the local milk supply, but 
I don’t pretend to understand anything a bout j, H,'s methods of plantation 
operations and since he makes a huge success of his work by the methods 
j/e employs, far be it from me to delve into the errors, if any. Still 
I do regret the doing away of the dairy as it seems to be just another 
evidence •S the onward sweep of a civilization across a region which 
is distinctive in large m'easure because it has retained so many 
of it3 old methods and customs. 

I did a little political pseech and quarrel listening last night over * 
radio but got little satisfaction in what 1 heard, 1 was favor a bly impress < 


however. 


ie radio personality of Gover or Minor of Hew Jersey but was 




n ft.ti o ^ 


. * 
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disgusted, —I almost said terrified, by the performance 
of the Maryland Governor, —McKelten, or some such name, who appeare 
the program with Governor Minor. That Maryland number struck me as 
being a horrible person a nd while I found myself hoping I might hear 
more in the future from Governor Minor, should he aspire to higher 
politi cal posts, I hope the Lord the Maryland executive never 
gets any further up the political ladder. 





■ T 

me 

e. 


I read a little from Will Percy's book and felt rewarded for 
the doing j'or 1 had forgotten how many good lines there are in 
Lanterns on the u evee. I liked his reference to his t childhood 
n nd how somebody had started a fairey story but hadn t 
carried it through, and at that point Percy opined that the 
South itself was like an unfinished fairey sto'ry, I liked the 
paragraph, too, where Percy opines that white folks always 
seem to be concentrating on yesterday and tomorrow whereas in contra 
the colored folks 'appear to be living today to the fullest, going on 
to remark that whether lolling „bout bars or pool halls doing nothin 
they seem to be having such a whqle of a time "right down 
to the first pistol shot", That s what I call terminating a sentenc 
with a bang, * 

Itehked with Oratoday, on a variety of subjects, She mentioned 
that the national resources conference in Colorado last month spent 
some time to discussing national water resources, She said she hear i 
a lot of unrelated th'ings many of which were interesting in spite 
of the absence of coherence, as for exanple, the fact that the 
temperate zone is calculated to be moving northward at the rate 
of seven feet per year. This will probably put forests back on Gree\ 
again, for I understand the ice cap today in th'at area covers vast t 
beneath which areforest remains fromthe pre-glacial age. She 
said Monnte Carroll was much interested in water because, being a 
real estate operator, he finds his business hampered by the fact tha\ 
the city, of Denver has zoning laws which, wh’ile permitting the 
selling of lots for homes beyond restricted areas, it is impossible 
to supply such potential housing areas with water and Monte is busy 
trying to get the city of Denver or the State of Colorado^bo pipe wa 
in from the surrounding Rockies where snow is present the year round 
hence a potential source of water. Everybody knows the Vest is dry, 
course but somehow 1 had never thought about that factor limiting 
the extension of its urban centers, 

, 

I find myself happy at the prospects of the political campaign c 
to an end' a week hence, I can see that nothing is being accomplishet 
by the current discussions and the participants are only wearing thei 
out with oratory at a time when they would do better to conserve 
their energies .. 


* Tuesday, October 20th, 1956, 


Memorandum : 

* . * v * * > - » 

Dy the time this memo reaches four true hand, the 
world will have settled down somewhat, I hope. Rut 
tonight everything seems to be so by sixes and sevens 
that, were it not for the tragic potentials following in 
« the train if such an uproar, one could s careely help laughing, 

what with the Soviet empire seemingly coming to pieces at 
the seams, England and France breaking a^aV from concerted 
n ction with their American ally , the Jews and Egyptians about 
to go into a scuffle while the United States within a week 
will go to the polls to elect or rather re-elect Mr, Eisenhower 
on the slogan of Peace, Progress and Prosperity, Prospectity 
perhaps but somehow the Peace sounds mighty hollow and the 
Prosperity holding front rank only because nobody seems to 
discover much Progress as having been achieved in spite of 
all the flying. a bout the globe by the Secretary of State 
during these last few years, only to land at this last 
week before election on another brink of war, I suppose 
we have all lived through other times when things the world over se 
equally out of joint but I don't recall a time when, within the 
. space of a week or so, so many unexpected things in so many remote 
quarters, all began to unravel at the sb moment, 

. ■' 

What puzzles me the most is the unexpected b a ck-tr a cking 
v of Moscow in reaction to the Warsaw ad Buda-Pest scuffles, Somebod , 

must be whistling a new tune at the Kremlin or, and this is 
more prob a ble, the Russians are merely b a cking up a little in 
order to get better poised to leap farther ahead again. 

There seeming atitude reminds me of Mrs. Roosevelts note to me 
in which she suggested that I just let her know "when Canada 
begins giving away any of their islands", Surely one ought to have 
better proff of new policies in Russia before assuming that 
. they have any intetion of carrying out what at the moment 

seems to be their intention of letting Poland and Hungry just 
mosey out ff the Soviet yoke merely because some college students 
Si in the satelite countries made a racket. How much I should 

like to know what Mr. Churchill makes of all these strange doings. 

rid sure I would agree- with his view point but I should certaihly 
. like to know what it is. 


1 
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Wednesday, October 31st, 2956* 


3 2 . h 


. e 


And speaking of Mr, Churchill, the volume 6 of his 
*orld War memories came to hand the other day and I am 
sandwiching it in,between chapters of Lanterns on 
the Levee, I can t recall how many of the volumes I have , 
read but I doubt if I have had volume V as yet but that does!) t 
matter since it can be rounded up later since sequence doesn t 
count for much j jj such studies, 

I find the present Volume VI as fascinating as 
the ones already read although for some reason, the 
word, Exerpt, seems to be omitted from this book, denoting 
the change qf subject matter from one section to the next, 

There doesn t seem to be the same excellence of treatment in 
this volume as characterized the first two volumes I read in 
that the Editor has failed to indicate what strikes me is an 
essential explanation here and there. Two or three times, 
the Editor, I suppose, or perhaps the reader explains that * 

" 0 , J," in Churchill to Roosevelt telegrams means Uncle Joe , wh 
seems pretty obvious but one exerpt begins by saying that Tito 
appeared at the villa, ~and os nothing had been said about a tn. 
a »id as the Exerpt preceeding this one was obviously dealing with 
matters being handled in England, one inclined to lose the point 
of the Churchill remarks since, one gathers further along, that 
the Villa must have been in some southern clime where the weathe 
was hot since the Prime Minister makes the point that the 
Yugoslav was in a tight fitting uniform of blue and gold braid 
while the Prime Minister was in snowy white duck. This is 
an example of how one word as to the setting is obviously in 
order. 

Our w eather remains warm but, marvelous to relate, it 
rained almost an inch during the late afternoon. 

At dinner this noon, •> , *, mentioned he was driving to 
Shreveport and would not be here for supper. It seems Sister 
*phoned him last night, begging him to come up before she 
has an operation. Dr, Wenk got on the wire and said that 
watever was to be attended to was of insignificance and 

required no pow-wow but J, H, went along regardless• 

■ 

Mildred unningham just telephWped to say she has been in 
Alexandria all day and on returning home, found a letter advising 
her a Louis Maurer painting will be included in the exhibition 
intended for Matchitoches• I am so glad, as this will provide 
me with just the right spring board for opening the show . 


>y\ < 

It O 4 J • 
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Memorandum : 

, . I suppose the current week will be one that will be cited 

for endless elections to come as one topping nearly all others 
in the amount of uncertainty in the minds of the people as to what is 
going on in the world. Because of the uncertainty in 
the public mind, 1 assume the amount of votes for Eisenhower 
will be increased simply because of the confusion in the mind 
of the electorate, the tendency will be to cast their ballots for 
the occupant of the White House as an expression of support, not 
so much to White House policies as to demonstrate American solidarity 
in a time of such shifting currents and unknown depths and shallows, 

, c • c* ;•» . ’ . > ■ .c,-\ r\V\ 

* • » ' » 

At the moment, the political campaign seems to have come to 
a halt wtiile the radio devotes itself to strange doings 
in Central Europe and the Medeterranean and Mr, Stevenson 
is lost in the shuffle, I thought there were merits in the 
Truman statement issued today, dealing with the drifting policies 
of the State Department which f according to Mr, T, has brought 
us precisely to our present unpleasant poistion, I much i 
doubt, however, if this Truman statement will cost Mr, Eisenhower 
many votes, 

a • f f. K- , ' ’ S N ‘3 . * .. 1 • V* 

Obviously the Republicans have lost whatever Jewish votes they 
m a y have hoped to enjoy, what with the United States now finding 
itself lined up with the Soviets and Egypt against England, France 
a nd Israel, I listened with attention to the President's 
statement early this evening concerning his belief in the United 
Hations and the necessity for strengthening it. He expressed my sent 
to a T but I have long regretted he hasp t made this point 
throughout his term of office, Better late than never, of course, bu 
to wait until the house catches fire before giving thought to 
providing the Fire Department with hose seems belated indeed, 

-»:> 1 ■;. '.n. - o nr •' vtv. zt’^ 

I saw J, H, at dinner and supper. He had quite a lot to say a bo 
his visit to Shreveport yesterday, He said Sister would be in 
the hospital only a week or ten days, —"nothing important" a bcut 
the operation, the nature of which I did not learn although a stay of 
■;i i • Ci ' i-it . 9 -> • ' ■ ' t * 1 1 a 1 3*1 
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Thursday, November 1st, 19 56. 


Jig .:n\ t e J J . EC 

, • v. e. t M 'v 


that duration suggests something major in these dags when 
ladies have babies one day and go home a couple of days later and 
when, as in one case I know, a lady was taken to the hospital 
to have a broken leg set in the morning and went dancing that evenn 

But Sister's ailment didn t seem to impress J» H», >but 
rather the tremendous amount of racket that characterized the 
Wenk household during his visit • It seems the Wenks haV' three 
cars and Sister was adamant that none of them should be used 
during her hospitalization a nd g a ve her husband strict instructions 
that he should keep the keys to all three car t s in his pocket during 
her hospitalisation. I'm surprised she didn t keep them in her 
own pocketbcok # But the racket issued net only from the wife s 
admonitions to the husband but a n equally crescendo from the 
three children, all of whom were constantly screaming that they 
wanted to use the cars etc., etc • J • H. is usually so restrained 
about mentioning personal observations of family doings that 
I can only conclude that he must have been at once amused and 
disgusted by the uproar that went on all during his visit. He 
said it was still at high pitch even after the hospital had 
been reached. Heaven help the poor nurses that find themselves 
entangled in such a three ring circus • 

* 

Last night, the Churchill volume Vl, I. was amused to 
read hisaccount of his visit to field Marshall Montgomery and 
how the latter kept apace with the battles on the Western front of 
his command { n i944 by h a ving numerous aides, visiting various 
places along the far flung line, make reports to h im 0 n the progress 
of operations and how the Commander, bj gathering this information 
together, was a ble to direct operations successfully # Mr. Churchill 
remarked that the Duke of Marlborough used the same method a 
couple or three hundred years ago. That s the way things were done 

in 1812, too, not according to Churchill but Tolstoy, 

who made a great point, in War and Peace that such information 
was valueless since the information, even when reported faithfully, 
never conformed to the situation as it existed by the time the 
ides got around to present their parituclars to the Commander • 

n t . 

Our little shower of last evening made digging in the 
good earth pleasant today and there was a brilliant sun to temper 
to cooler air in the wake of yesterday's shower. Emmett aid *ru>tn 
a re still all over the place . Erwin has thus far laid between 40 an 

%eqtil 9 seeing ani^siop ^^thiVrlia^ running from garden to garden 
~na back again m If sue ddeesn t watch out, I shall be changing 
her name from *rwin to Celeste •••••• • 


)>.>. & 4' a 

. 


>r i no 


y\_ 3* ^IU> i:rvr>;ov:. v .o ,, \ • M • o r . J . .•'v, 

*>:' . j i ^ & 3 « f'Vj'S 0 . 1 i. ^ b '' klitSk • '• S 

, n* .% V ,^ V i' i,r ,• a ,j ti o 3 iCT * ? J (5 J ' t. 

Memorandum : 

. 

How nice to find a letter from Lyme in today's post • 
jlurious circumstances by way of interruption prevented me from 
digesting the -clippings at today's sitting and so I have the 
promise of another happy session from the same quarter on 
the morrow. 

I am frankly floored by the problems with which you 
h a d to contend during the endless sojourn of your guests • 

I suppose I might have found it impossible w comprehend such 
lack of consideration on any one's part, had I not experienced 
. totally different but equally trying attitudes by others with 
whom I have been too closely thrown into contact at this end 
of the river. What strikes me as being so incredible is not 
the absence of sufficient imagination on the part of the guests 
. in making a gesture of gratitude or even of cooperation but 
the bland assumption on their part that no obligation existed 
so far as they are concerned and what with the world being 
their own particular oyster, everyone whom the honor witty their 
presence owes them all the discomfiture and all the slaving to kee\ 
things going while they loll about indifferently awaiting 
what they appear to take for gratted as theirs by every right, - 
the next move to carry on further the attention to both 
-their needs and their whims • I suppose it is too much 
to hope that you may have seen the last of them but let us hold th< 
thought you may not have to be saddled by such a pair, slap on you 
hearthstone, again. I cannot imagine how you voU kept things 
functioning uptown and downtown at tt the .same time and under such 
pressure and I pray that during the ensuing g weeks between now 
a nd the beginning of the K Hew Tear, you will not attempt corres¬ 
pondence but rather devote time and energy that might be spent 
in such undertakings to trying to catch your breath f for, obviousl', 
from now until 19 56 has been spent, every ounce of energy will 
be required which is just too much after the prolonged expenditure 
of nervous and physical strength which has been so mightily 
drained during the past couple of months • Let's fall back 
on telepathy during the weaks ahead, so far as your correspondence 
goes in full assurance that the seeming quiet will only be the 
P en an unfailing, never halting beating of 
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Memorandum 


. The funniest thing I heard today was J, H,'s account 
of Sister s doings, He said she had had her operation 
Wednesday nightI take the o peration was a miner 
one but a nurse~was employed to lend a hand • By 2 a,m,, 
however, the said nurse had been fired, I suppose 
they eventual ly rounded up somebody else but the last new 3 
was that they were h a ving difficulty, I have no doubt the 
patient s reputation is well known in nursing circles and 
the only wonder a bout the whole thisng is that they were ever 
n ble to get a nurse to be fired in the first place, 

In this week's Enterprise, there s a picture in which 
both Mr, oji d Mrs, Millspaugh appear although it is 
probably so poor you can make little out of it. It is on 
the front page, upper left, 

■ -! . •' "■ • 

Just bejore supper tonight, I was fiddling by the 
grandfather s clock, hard by the door giving on the gallery, 

It had rqined a bout an inch in late afternoon and the ducks 
who naturally love water, were sheltering themselves from the ra 
on the gallery, I nearl y jumped crooked when one of them 
let out a yell, so close to the door where I wasbusy that I 
nearly jumped crooked, A big h 0 und dog belonging to Log 
had gr n bbed Emmett and .feather's were flying, Emmett 
is a lw a ys coy about his proximity to human beings in 
contrast to Erwin who always t a gs me about and eats from 
my hand. But this time Emmett didn t r a il Erwin in 
seeking my presence, and having disengaged himself from the 
hound, came running up to me for protection, I guess 
the attack didn t do muefy .more than take out a handful of 
feathers b t Emmett was scared pink and stuck to me closer 
th a n a brother, I must send word to the^ark Make 
to anchor his dog or we shed 1 never get those duck eggs 
headed into the hatching process • 

\jilH ilih -» -V l ••*>*<«* 

I am so glad to have the clippings enclosed in your letter 
of yesterday. The collection sounds marvelous and the 
further particulars about the Vandelyn masterpiece had 
such a "come on" sound to it, especially the part hnvina to do 


And thanks, too, for giving me particulars about the various 
literary points, including your handling of the library of Congress 
thing, I can well understand why it doesn t appear "The Mandarin 
will come under your observation in the near future, As for the l o1 
opus, don't regret having to put off dipping into that right away, 
favorite T a lkingEook* artist, A. Scourby, Es a uire, does the recording 
for that edition and I like to think of it as one of the items 
we shall eventually enjoy reading together with Mr, Ecourby doing al 
the work, 

The morning post brought two or three or pert^aps four pages fro 
A-unt *illie, posted froy Uganda, or however one 3pells the name of 
that country, I hqnve t opened the letter as yet and ! shall probabl 
not get around to read v it before the week end and as J, H, was 
delighted with the Vienna epistle, I shdl let him run through the 
present one before I put it in the mail for you, —sometime early 
in the week, T reckon, 

. ; 

Kay sent me a n envelope, Like a Petit Bleu carrying *unt Willie 
address, I alw a ys h a ve to laugh at Kay’s habit of always threatenin 
to write a longer letter "tomorrow", and, as you know, that promise 
turns out to be just that, --"tomorrow", the best time in the world, 
as A, Pumas, pere, was want to observe, for paying one's debts, 

I was so delighted today when 1 passed near Erwin s egg collect 
in the b a mboo neighborhood to discover what a beautiful job she had 
done in picking up dry magnolia leaves a»d placing them in the prett 
pattern so as to conceal the nest site is now making, obviously in 
preparation for setting. How marvelous are birds and animals who 
grow up without elders of their kind and yet are possessed of such a 
wonderful instinct to follow through the age old pa tternswhich they 
haven t been taught but never fail to effect 9t ,,,,,. 
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wd ttj the other exhibitions which a re Ifeing presented in 
connection with the cyclorama. I c a n t imagine how you 
will be that lucky but I do hope some circumstance may 
enable you to make a little round to the museum while the 
, accompanying displays are still being shown, 

H a ve we talked about the restaurant in the museum that is 
now centered in the Pompeia n room* How much I should like 
to patronize this piqce with little Hiss Lee eventually # 

1 had thought the ladies across the fence might return 
from their week in M a nsura today but they hadn t put in 
n appearance by first dark & d I suppose they may not 
make it for another day or so I never cease to marvel at the 
a bandon with which they deseri or vanish from the family hearth 
a t the slightest drop of the hat. Such freedom has only one 
drawback, I a m told, _ the consciousness of never being missed, 
a ■ ,..." • ^ ■' ■ o- 

I think 1 did not thank you for having given me the latest 
news concerning E, a oscoe 's regiignation from the CBS Board 
of Directors beca se of his plans and participation in 
various program undertakings he plans, I had heard nothing 
of this and am glad to know about it, I thought his 
summary in a few sentences tonight as to just how the 
United States finds itself in the present turmoil on the inter¬ 
national scene was the clearest, most coneeise I have heard. It 
certainly was anything but flattering to the President and 
his Secretary of State, During this past week it has become 
so evident that both Mr, Murrow and Eric Severai are definitely 
not entranced at the pospect of a Republican victory. It would 
appear to me, as of now, that the Republicans will win but I 
think it a great pity that our foreign affairs should be in 
such hands and it would ertainly be a calamity if Mixon ever 
inherited the crown. 

Last night both the Mew Orleans and Shreveport Celumbai stat 
gave over all their time during the entire evening, and I suppose 
until ^:2 0 this morning, to the doings at United Mations, 

I didn t think the doings merited so much time but I preferred 
hearing the speeches to the usual hill billy programs, 

I was filled with admiration and wonder at the running 
translations which were made right along a s the speeches 
were being made, apparantly the translator not having a written 
text, or so it seemed. Tonight Shreveport is a lso on U, M, again 
although tonight the subject seems to be Hungary rather than Egyp 
Surely, the translation being done. - it's a woman s voice both ni 
is as remarkable a sustained effort <n this line as I ever heard. 


Memorandum 


Carolyn, when last here, mentioned the intention she h()d of gettin 
picture in color of people attending Church at St. Simon s Church 
on Hidden Hill or Little Eva Plantation on the second Sunday of 
Movember, —the second Sunday of the month being the Sabbath which 
St. Simon’s hold services and 1 though Carolyn might like to 
know if I, S . Hillard was not to be in town. I shall have to 
report, however, that my efforts to track the lady down came 
to ndd'ifbtenclo8ed letter from Thelma Kyser got here at just 
about the time a telephone from her came through. She mentioned 
that she and John hoped to get down on the Sabbath but something 
must have got in their way, as I never did see them, 

:t ei &ou n'm.-i n«*v <y:• si IL+-* 
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Monday, November 5th, 2956. 


I was repaid for my attention te the program on which 
urs Roosevelt appeared tonight in that I learned a couple of 
uingVXTlnla*e « /«! Je» regretful, tn.uUfe Tuesday 
voitrs ,return a Democratic majority, therebye P £*"*1 

Eastland the continuation of his chairmanship of the '''filevary 
CeLiettee. Jfr,. menttoned thut eeueral pe.ple l>ai asHed 

ba-r if <*h/> didn t feel it would be almost worthwhile for tr e I 

Demc/rute U Use ceutr.l tf the Senate since that w.uld auUmtica, 
let out Senator Eastland from his chairmanship. Rer respoi lse 
was that under some circumstances, such a loss might well be 
but not in the present case since in the replacement of a Bepbuli co 
in the Democratic chairmanship, the new chairman, according to senu 
would devolve upon Senator Jenner of Indiana, a man who is 
anathema to Repbulcian3 and Democrats alike, T thought that an 
excellent point. She went on to mention another chairmanship but 
I did not get the name of the committee or its present 
chairman butbe that as it may, seniority, in case the Repbulicans 
should get control, would bounce the job into Senator McCarthy s 

lap. 

♦ » 

Ora called me this afternoon to read me the^hreyeport 
imes review of the new Harnett Kane book, Miracle m the 
UcZtuin,. The deadline cf the review reads: "lane enthusiastic 

Over New Book"• 

Ora also told me that Mr, Reams of the Library at Northwestern 
is continuing his pursuit of data on the ante bellum ^chietcta 
Soldini and Tressini, the old Lemee House having been built s a 
by the latter. Next tea nothing as been known a bout either <of 
these men but various fragments are gradually c oming to light ana 
Mr, Reams has discovered that there is a vast amount of documents 
„nd details concerning those two gentlemen in some ® 

architectural library which was purchased a short 'time b^ck by the 
University of Alabama and is housed in that \nstitution new. 

Reams plans to spend his Christmas holidays in pursuit of ttyis 
data and l\ holding the thought he may have no end of 9Uccesi 
2 though 1 should imag ne most people in college libraries 
well be expected to be absent from their posts during such a period 
I hold the thought this fact may not make it impossible 
for him to make the trip worth while. 

So turns the world and so much 1 turn toward my downy couch and 
see what 1 s cooking in the air w a ves over United Nations way,,,,,. 




•ii ' 12 • 

r. 
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Memorandum: 

The enclosure is the thing. I think you will enjoy 
running through *unt *illie's letter. If you will make 
a notation as to their approximate location, as against some futur 
date, I shall be glad. I may never want to refer to them again 
but it sours to me that if the balance of these letters 
follow the pattern of the first two, --and assuming there may 
be about 2 or 3 more, - they might be excellent advertising 
for some travel agency, if edited a d a b, to be issued as a 
pamphlet which would include the Journal of the Octogenarian 
together with a short biographical sketch of one of their 
more arresting customers. I believe Helen Baldwin has some stock 

in one or another travel agencies and . interruption..... 

Perhaps something might be >done ui the the s cript e ventually, 

The interruption was a telephone from I. S* "illard, 
saying she had come to Natchitoches to cast her ballot on 
the morrow and giving me an endless rigamarole about some 
exhibition of paintings she had visited today in Shreveport. 

She says she leaves on .Wednesday for New Orleans where she 
expects to be at the S^., Charles from the 8th through the 
21st, making plans for some State Art Exhibit in the Orescent 
City.The letter from Miss Denholme made me laugh in that 
section wherein 3he. reported having cast her absentee ballot. Usu 
officials are rather fussy about certificate indicating that one 
will not be within reach of the polls on election day if the 
absentee ballot is issued but apparently the rules are followed 
too rigidly in Shreveport, although Robina will make the geustre 
of crossing a State line to establish a semblance of legality. 
Personally, I a n all *>» favor of people voting a day or two ahead 
of schedule since their minds are undoubtedly firmly made up and 
the advance voting is bound to lessen the big rush sn election day 

, • . 

I don t ever recall an election eve when election news was 
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Tuesday, November 6th, 19 56. 


pushed off the front page, having to p2au second fiddle both 
in press and radio to foreign affairs. There is no question 
in my mind that the current tension and hubbub guarantees Ur. 
Eisenhower's election. I continue to find myself tremendously 
interested in which man the Oregon voters will elect to 
the Senate. The Lord knows I'm holding the thought 
that Morse may make it. 

I also find myself thinking much about the report on 
the radio and in Time that Mr. vewey is about to be made 
Secretary q/ State. If such comes to pass, I haven 
the slightest doubt that a struggle will begin almost 
immediately between him and Nixon for control of the Party. 

If Eisenhower doesn t remain in office during the 4 years ahead, 

1 suppose there would be the strange specatacle, not unique, howe t 
in the history of “mericanpolitic8, of a President and a Secretary 
of State, c ntending for Job No. 1 when the next Rebpulcian 
Ccnveniten rolls 'round. It would be a little odd, too, if 
Dewey should win the next Republican nomination and Stevenson the 
Democratic, so that we would have the spectacle of two gentlemen 
running Against each other, each of whom had twice run unsuccessfu 
for the prize before. 

. . It is pleasant to repor that this afternoon we had another 

inch of rain. Everybody loved it and especially 
Emmet and Erwin who spent most of their time in the grass 
along the front gallery at the magical point where water was 
cascading from the eaves. The delicate and delicious twists 
and turns they made would have delighted the 3oul of anyone consci 
of lovely lines and somehow they seemed almost as one bith the 
Bot ocelli Venus rising from the sea and th* grace of 
Nephrixi e y racing my window. Their lovely yellow bills jere 
constantly loosening up and smoothing down layers of snowy feather 
new washed by the rain drops and the supple windings in and about 
their necks as they ruffled up and then flattened out their 
feathers was frequently interrupted as they would stick their 
necks straight up in the air and standing on their tip toes, 

flap their wings for the sheer joy of living in such a downpour. 

. ■ • V. \ • ■■ » i. : • . ■! • • 'i 1 

I hold the thought that you may be Ra able to cast your 
ballet on the morrow without having to weight for hours and even t 
your f avorite candidate may not win, there will be the satisfactio 
that he was not without support...... 


Memorandum: 

What o day, —so-called Election Day. 

I dashed off a note to •'ames at noon, explaining to him 
that if he didn't already know it, "niggers are really wonderful". 

... ■-■’ii-V 

As everywhere else in the country, the polls here opened at 6 
o'clock. The last time we had an election, there were plenty of 
cars cluttering up the space in front of the store and people 
lolled and lounged around from the opening to the closing of 
the polls. Rut today it was somehow all so different. In act 
up until noon I hadn't notice either a car or a voter and an 
hour or two after things were supposedly under way, Pat, who is a 
Commissioner or some such, told me that scarcely anyone had cast 
a ballot save those who worked on the board. As you have undoubtedly 
noticed, the radio, for the past six months has been droning at people t 
be sure and exercise their rights as American citizens and, regardless 
of your favorite candidate, just be sure you cast your ballot. 

The profound inertia and absence of "customers" all seemed so odd until 
around noon when the artist put in an appearance, ostensibly to talk 
a bout some paintings. *>ut I soon discovered by indirection that 
what^she had come to tell me about was the fact that she 
wasn t voting. She said everybody, including herself, had heard the 
Governor say on the radio that "you all hadn t better vote 'cause you 
probably like as not would be votin' against youself *• 

Where they picked that notion out of the air, Heaven alone knows, 
since the Governor's crowd has been beating the drums mightily to 
get everybody to vote because he wants a State Constitutional Conventio 
called. But someone or other, or perhaps more local citizens got 
the idea as expressed above and by some magic the grapevine got to 
functioning mightily and nobody was putting in an appearance at 
the voting booth. 

j > • , . u ) *» • ^ j 0 * 

In sharp contrast to this situation was the State wide inclination 
toward a heavy vote, with the radio at noon saying that the number of 
potential ballot-casters .in .Shreveport, Baton Roouge, Monroe and 
New Orleans was exceeding expectations. It must be the Cane River 
grapevine doesn t send its tendrils very far. 

i 

Of course Clemence and many like her in these parts couldn t tell 
you the name of the President if their life depended upon it. "The 
Governor" represents the mightiest executive on earth and while some 

of them mighty have.heard his name is Long, they wouldn't know who on 
edrtn a man name a Eisenhower might be. One can but wonder if the radio 
is altogether right m urging everyone to vote, people who have no neti 
30 much as the name of either candidate and all the darling bridge play 






■ A 
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Wednesday, Movember 7th, 19 56. 


who think it perfectly darling that their f a vorite candidate 
is he who plays , bridge every Saturday afternoon, 

l>ut for the colored folks, this must be said to their credit • 

They have heard from somewhere or other that among the vast assort¬ 
ment of Amendments which the Louisiana voters are called upon 
to decide a bout in this election, there are a Ho • 42, I believe it 
is, and perhaps a Mo, 48 or 49 which has something to do with 
the racial business and I supposeit is really wisdom on their 
part that they restrain themselves from going to the polls, 
knowing full well that they might very likely pull the wrong 
gaget the right way and so give themselves, — n uite unintentionally,- 
„ gentle kick in the pants, 

But quite aside from all this election business there were other 
i ems tending to make this a crazy day, Mot the least •f these 
was a bit of information passed along to me conf identiai ly by the 
master oh the front gallery of. the store as I waited for the postman , 
It wa3 stated that la Montespan s husband dropped dead, - I assume 
a week or so back, and that the lady had appeared in town this morning 
and had dropped word to the appropraite buddies of the master 
that she was heading down this way to pay me a call,, I inquired 
of fhe master if the husband s death had been due to natural 
causes and as he repeated in'the affirmative that the man had dropped 
deaf, he obviously didn t grasp the intended crack. The 
afternoon drizzle and the resulting mud pie nature of the gardens 
deJighted me and, perhaps as a consequence of the weather, 
nobody honored my portal • At supper the master, while others were 
talking politics, casualty remarked that "may bethey'll make it 
tomorrow",,,,But tonight s weather forecast is for-widely 
scattere showers on Wednesday and I shal be so glad of the water. And 
having spent from last Monday through Friday in the Mansura area, 
Celeste plans to head out this week end in the same direction for anott 
frolic of some kind or other. It's all so wonderful how things 
dove-tail so neatly 

. r,00!. . ' .>wO ‘ ^ .1 . . i 

to hen ± tuned in on the E, R, Murrow news tonight, it was evident 
that the tabulator>boys had already begun theircperations on the 
adding machine, I am quite content to give them all the time they wan - 
and as my mathematics is ppor, they will be able to arrive tat their tt 
better if 1 leave them alone and I am *uite content to accept their 
final figures without going through the heartbreak, figure by figure 

of the failure of my favorite candidate,,,,,, 

* 
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Memorandum• 

U I s 

Somebody or other and I think it was not Ward Morehouse, used 
to write a column for the MewYork Press entitled • "Second Thoughts 
on First Mights, I suppose millions of people must be following 
the general pattern suggested by that title as they mull over the 
results of yesterday's election, 

4 r Sv . . l s, l ' 1.. ' w 4 o Q-i. to * i 1 ’* » iVtU 

.1 thought Bob Trout and associates did a fine job in 
presenting the returns. It's general excellence was the more impre 
when, at the beginning of each hour, five or ten minutes would 
be taken out in order that the local station, —I was oh Shreveport 
might present a picture of how things were shaping up in 
local contests. The CBS Manhattan machine appeared so well oiled 
a nd smoothly running during those intervals that one was glad 
when the period for local fumbling was finished and one could 
return to tlje national picture that was being presented so 
skillfuibdgu t too surprised that Mr, Eisenhower won such a thumping 
victory but I was astonished his Partytook such a licking. Somethin 
tells me thatRepublican candidates for Congress in 1958 will 
have to work mighty hard to make the grade. The junior 
Senator from Wisconsin, if I remember correctly, will be up for re- 
election at that time, I am under the impression he is going to 
have mighty hard sledding, . .. 


I suppose I had mentioned that I 
that Oregon would return Wayne Morse 


was especially hopeful 
to the Senate • I haven 


lear, 


as yet if he was successful although last night and this morning am 


this noon it was s aid he was leading by a slim margin,If I should 
pause for a momentto think about the matter, I 3 m sure that I 
would have to realize that while I believe strongly in Mr, 

Morse s intregrity (integrity), the primary desire for him tow wii 
doesn^t tern so much for my enthusiasm for *r. Morse as my dis¬ 
approval of his opponent, that outrageous ex-Secretary of Interior 
McX-ayA couple of weeks back, 1 thought the Presidential race 
was anybody's guess. The strength of the Democratic Party in the k< 
states, as revealed by the election, confirms my opinion that 
Stevenson might have won had not Hungary and Egypt come along at sut 
an opportune moment, obliterating domestic considerations and autonu 
creating Eisenhower into a symbol of national solidarity, 


I 
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Memorandum 


It's air-ish outside and it's a toss-up if 
the butterfly lilies will be here in the morning or 
if Jack Frost w 11 have plucked them all during the 
night for the radio says the thermometer is likely to 
drop to 33 and j believe it, what with the chill that rolled in 
under blue skies and a brilliant but cold sun along about 
2 o'c ock this afternoon But it's getting time for such 
business and a swish of frost will increase to a torrent the 
trickle of pecanes that have been dropping during the past 
week or so. 


in contemplation of a visit sometime this month jrom Dovn seTs oj 
the Baton Rouge Henrys, There is much talk about new curtains J 
the upper floor and new screening for the ground floor 
tour room, —the room corresponding to the summer dining room in 
the opposite tower. As >»o one e ver goes into the tower sitting r 
interruptioh,,,,, as nobody during the years between 1929 and 
now has ever set foot in the place, cannot imagine why, at the 
beginning of winter, it suddenly must be screened, 1 wouldn t kno 
I suppose it is part and parcel of that necessity of last year 
prior to pilgrimage time when all the furniture upstairs had 
to have brand new slip covers although not a pilgrim,was to aseei 
the golden stairs to that domain, Besides, one hasn t the time 
to rais such questions anyway, for everyone is too busy, what wii 
this and that and making preparations for the week end frolic 
somewhere south of Alexandria, And the s quirrel continues going 
'•round in his cage at a mile a minute, getting now where fast. 

From dr 3 . ••ood whose sons go to the college in town, 1 hearc 
a long rigamarole about difficulties at the House of Religion, 
or wha-tever they gall that fine new building on the campus, 

I have never visited the place but understand there are denomina- 
chapels for all the major religions, reading rooms for each, etc 
But it seems the hill billy Baptists try converting the Catholic 
confreres and more seisms developed than converts made and that 
now the Catholics, Baptists, M ethodists and God knows what all A< 
begun purchasing private homes adjoining the campus and these art 
being converted into religious place, approximating the services 
campus House of Religion which is closed, Home doings, all in 1 1 
name of °hrist .. 


.Across the fence, things were bubbling at a great rate 
this morning, plans and projects for doing this and that in 
preparation for the 1957 pilgrimage. This excitement has 
lasted for several days and w He very heartening, one 
wit experience cannot but wonder how soon it will peter out, 

I, too, had plans for doing a few things at the big house but 
everybody's projects in that quarter had to be suspended 
when Dan put in an appearance and announced he was going 
to take a few days rest'. But there are always things to be 
done in other sections of the domain and 1 was glad to put 
Will Rogers to work on replacing^ window panes, scooped out 

by a recent high wind, re-seeing h^nges on doors, etc,, etc, 

* 

Letters continue coming from New Orleans, —two from 
each of the 630 St, Ann address. The secretaries are 
still lost in the pecanes and so I §ha. 1 have to put off 
until tomorrow some explorati n of-their contents, —the 
contents of the letters, not the secretaries, 1 notice 

there is a letter from ±unt“ illie, too. But I reckon 
that can wait a while and so can one from Anne Parrish which, 

I have no doubt, is merely an acknowledgement of some persimmons 
sent her a week or so back. 


J dipped into a volume of "}lliam Faulkner s short stories 
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Friday, November 9th, 19 56» 


last night. I must say he is a gifted writer but 
I shall never be able to count him as one of my favorite 
authors because of my indifference to and resentment 
of the poor white trash and river rat people he seems forever 
concerned ^bout, I am quite willing to admit that his 
creations actually .re human but knowing the breed as 1 do 
and knowing full well that the vast majority of them are 
possessed of such pai ful inhujman attributes, I 
a m perfectly willing to leave them alone in their place in 
the sun while I simply stroll off in ax y old direction, just 
so long as I don t have to be mixed up with them or concerned 
with their unlovely ways. I suppose Faulkner writings will foreve 
form something of a literary Bible for those, aid their number 
is vast, who are entranced with white trash doings but I, myself, 
will always thing of F a ulkner with something of the same regret 
that I think of El Greco and Dahli, —■the pity of it that 
one who could paint so masterfully as El Greco, should have used 
3uch unGodly colors and that such a marvelous colorist as Dahli 
should have frittered away his time on painting melting alarm c'loc 
and Jur lined bath tubs, I'm so glad ,J -olstoy -gxd Proust 
didn t eel moved to devote their gifts to setting forth 
likenesses ofhill billies caxd poor white trash of the French and 
Russian persuasion. 

Touching on politics, I ha e heard the name of Senator 
Vylie mentioned as a poss'iblity in calculating the organization 
of the closely balanced Senate forces. They talk about the 
Governor of Ohio, elected as a Democrat, "studying - bout" 
jumping over o§r to hke Republican side when the time comes 
for organizing tr^at august body. As I recall, Senator Wylie's 
own.Republican Party, perhaps in part under the influence of 
McCarthy, re fused-to endorse Wylie but gave the nod to a other, 
a nd that the'Whie House wouldn t make a peep in favor of Wylie, 
although the latter had always supported the *isenhower policies, 
but U a vinq won the Senate seat in spite of this considerations, su 
*ylie ca?i t be expected to vote too enthusiasticallif^r 
that same set of politicians who refused to throw hiv^a l$(fe line 
when he apparaxfoly needed one, *nd so it goes throughout the 
Senate where party lines denote little or nothing and 
some Democrats are more Republican than the Republicans and the 
other way around. In short it must be agreed now-c-days that 
nothing is f revealed by what badges, buttons and baxxners men 
launt, I 11 bet, for example, there hasn t been a true Communist 
in the kremlin in the last SO years,,,,,,,,. 


Memorandumi 

The enclosure is the thing, and you might give it 
a once over before exploring this memo further. 

There have been three letters each from Kay and oames, 
individual ly, during the past couple of days and dL though ± 
h ve raced through them at break neck speed, I find no 
reference at all to the impending disaster, I agree vith 
Carolyn's opinion a 3 to the short-sightness on the part oj 
James and I am writing him to this ejfecti 

Harry writes that rs he is worried. He states that 
while nobody in his c ompany has written him directly a bout 
the present situation, - not directly, at least, - it is 
his understanding that Wall Street takes it as inevitable 
that the market will carsh by the end of the present month. 

He feels that by participating in west coast conferences before the 
end of December, the present precarious situation might 
be vastly relieved and a arry feels that all the stock holders, 
and especially the major ones should not be explosed to the 
lamentable state of things which might result if this opportunity 
to put t Ue company back on its feet again were disregarded • 

It is so easy when one sqes small children sampling green applet 
with .great abandon to put one s foot down # Small children 
aren ,t expected to be able to foresee the stomach aches ahead and 
that's what paretts are for, I suppose, to enforce a slow up in the 
consumption of green apples on the part of their children. Hup 
when the children grow up and le a ve the family nest, imposing sense 
where a lack of it obtans is certainly up hill business. And hwere, 
one can but ask, is the line which separates other people s business 
from one's own. A bust would benefit neither parties m the 
business to hand and as a mutual friend, 1 feel it imperative to 
warn them of the hazards of a brink of war postion where they have 
both been balancing themselves too long 




«v ' 
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Sunday, November 11th, 2956. 


Across the fence, the plana for the a olden Wedding frolic 
for this week end appear off. I bad coffee with Celeste only as 
Madam Regard was in bed. The doctor came at noon and said 
rheumatism, etc., would require her to "stay put" for a few 
days. Celeste spent the dfternoon in town. 

As X understand it, Madam Regard will be given vitamin shots 
once or twice weekly in the months ahead.Science continues 
its su cess in the extension of life and the comfo ts of endurance 
but if the requirements imposed prevent indulgence in the 
frolig Science must still be considered far from having attained 
the ideal .state toward which it strives. 

• 

A reflection or two on the election seems worth of mention. 
Whether it was due to confusion or two to what, nobody s eems 
to have made of the mind but it is perfectly true that about 
h„If of the people who cast ballots here on Tuesday failed to 
vote for President and according to the last figure I heard, 
a bout 600 people in this Parish-who voted did not signfy 
any preference on the Fresidentil level. I am inclined to 
think this may be due in large measure to the fact that a large 
number of voters had no idea whalj the various gagets in the 
voting machine represented. I3n t it.odd that anyone should,go to 
the trouble of voting at a Presidentia. election if they didn t 
vote for or against one or the other of the candidates. 

The fact that Stevenson lost Louisiana didn't supri 3 e me 
much for all the women I heard speak of the cutest praise 
Eisenhower for having kept us out of war, —their minds being mostly 
on the 3kins of their own offspring, 1 suppose. But I was 
vastly surprised to learn that T. Coleman Andrews received some 
fourty thousand votes for President in Louisiana. I have 
no doubt that some ultra conservative millionaires, of whom 
Louisiana seems to have many, would have preferred a more 
reactionary program on the part of President Eisenhower, and 
n fewof these, finding the Andrews ticket ultra reactionary, 
would feel inclined to vote for that candidate who couldn't 
possibly win, but I'm nntrtnx inclined to think 
that the preponderance of votes in Louisiana may well have been 
cast without any sure knowled e on the part of the voter, so many of 
whom, unable to read and confused b the voting machine gaget, 
just pulled down ai y old key at random and hence the vote that 


MU have co.kei tl.e IM „, 3 butUr/ly 1 ij ie ,. ullnij m 


/ear, 

will reveal 


Memorandum: t 

: ; .* \ 4 I*,- \ v > t» - • kj \ . • * •; • '~j 

I shall hold this memo to go forward wit^ tomorrow 1 3, 
in view of the fact that Armistice Day will be celebrated 
on Monday and Uncle Sam’s postal helpers will not be 
making their accustomed Monday rounds. 

My won JJ ov ruber 11th got started f irly early when 
a call came through from New Orleans. It came from Pirates 
Alley and the main theme was a picture book for Pastings House 
of Natchitoches and the Cane Diver country. I am glad I 
cm not the one who has to pay for that long distance call for 
it was long alright. The upshot of the discussion was 
that for a text the article on Natchitoches should be used for 

an opening chapter, heavily sprinkled with photos and for 

the balance of the printed material, we should use the u 

articles already written on Miss Hunter, —"Miracle at Melrose 
and the article, n I Live In A Museum" for the Melrose section, 

plU 3 a few odds and ends to cover the Bermuda and the lower reaches 

of the river for the balance., all he a vily enforced and re¬ 
enforced with photographs. My thought is that it is better 
to get some sort of a book out on this region forthwith because 
somebody is certainly going to toss one off almost an y old 
time, now that the Pilgrimage seems to be an established enter¬ 
prise, —rather than let the material rest on the shelves until 
an approach to perfection is reached, by which time somebody 
else will have killed the market by some Nola Nance Oliver 
type of thing. And why nobody lias done jU3t that, I 
Cannot imagine, unless this whole region may appear too remote 
and unheard of by publishers generally. 

» ■***'■ 

As today is the second Sunday of the month, I had supposed 
Carolyn would be likely to put in an appearance to get the 
Church festivities at St. Simon's . on Hidden Hill, as planned, 
but I take it that labors on the bayou book to meet the November 25ti 
dead line were too pressing. The lady said something a bout 
hnving to go shortly over to Lake Charles or some such place on the 
Vuld Coast and asked if I thought it would be wise if 3he 
made the trip via Cane li iver. I frowned on such a 
proposal which would be like the necessity of going from 
New York to Stamford, and. making the journey via Montreal • She 
mentioned planning to go to Houston for hanksgiving and I expressed 
the thought that it would be better to make the Cane River trip 
after the holidays and allow a day or two so that photos required 
for the picture book could be snapped at that go-round • , 





I 


» 
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In pursuance of her report regarding the impending 
explosion in St, Anne's Street, 1 had written a letter touching 
on that problem to awes which I mailed on Saturday and which 
he will probably receive on 'Ihesday, in view of tomorrow's 
holiday, I was somewhat taken aback but nevertheless glad 
to learn by this early Sabbath long distance call that 
everything b.y way of harmony had been restored in S^, Ann's 
and my informant observed that she was through worrying a bout 
the rough places they seem to be constantly encountering 
in their pattaoay to marital bliss, I presume I would be wiser 
if I adapted a similar course I knovi per ectly well that 
in case, there should be a break, they both will feel impelled 
to turn to me for aid and comfort a iid accordingly I should 
like to lend them a hand in order to avoid such a 
catastrophe but if I haven ft been successful in 
te n ching them how to avoid''pitfalls by this late date, 1 
might a s well .give up my efforts in education in that field 
for certa ihly they both have had enough experience during the 
p n at year to recognise sign post of disaster without 
me being forced to rush in to spell out the letters on the signs 
for itbern, 

. 

It seems to me 1 recall in G-ogol or some such writer 
the reference to a timeless Russiai peasant adage concerning 
the difficulty of things going right because Pod is 
high up in the heavens and the Csar is far away, In the 
Register domestic scuffles, I for one, 1 believe, witll 
range myself^ on the side of the Almighty and 
the Little Father of all the "ussias and remain as remote 
as po-bti biepleasant to be able to eport that at least one 
of my problems about which 1 have done much fussing has been 
finally solved but completely, This has to dowith 
Erwin who has kept putting off setting, in spite o my 
admonitions that she hud better hurry up before 
winter took over. This morning when 1 explored the neighborhood 
of the nest to see if she had accepted my recommendations, 

I discovered that she had not and that the neat 
camouflage of le a ves she had contrived had not concealed 
the nest from that old dog of Log s and that all the 
eggs had been converted into an omelette, which 
certainly relieves both orwin and me of any further 
worry on that score ... 
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Monday, November 12th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

It was such a lovely day for those celebrating Sund a y's 
holiday on Monday, —aL 1 blue and gold and pleasantly warm ,— 
sort of 75 or 80, I haven't figured out just yet as to how 
and to whom the holiday applied, outside that of the 
post office people. It was said that in town some 
banks were open and some were closed, which seems odd enough, and 
• that businesses and civic offices functioned as usual 

and schools opened their doors as on any day, 

* ' , \ • • \ , * , I ' *> ' • - J \ • I, ’ • ' ”, " • , . y. J : * “ " 

There was a bridge game in town this afternoon but that 
doesn't signify a holiday I took a qsick' peep at Madam 
Regard this morning. She wouldn't be able to go to the 
game with her daughter, as she remains in the bed but she obviously 
is feeling much better and probably will be up within a day 
or twSarmen telephoned this afternoon to a sk on behalf of 
» 40 or 50 members of the San Antonio Historical Society 

if that society might visit elrose the first Saturday 
in December, 1 referred her to , H, and at supper I, H,, 
not knowing I knew of the request, brought up the matter, 

Saturday is not a good day for such visitations ever, what 
with the unpleasant member of the estate usually being present and 
so 1 suggested the Chamber of °ommerce be advised that company 
is expected that week end, making a pilgrimage inconvenient, 

J, a , and Celeste seem to have different opinions as to whether the 
S, C, h e nrys, - senior and junior, - are coming here for 
a fev) days visit. Celeste thinks they are, °, H, thinks they 
aren t, Rersonally, I can't imagine them selecting a time 
of the year which is chill and likely to be rainy to make such 
a isitation, especially in view of the wheel chair patient, 
the small child, etc,, but long a$o I learned how incapable 
I am of guessing impulses on the part of any branches of the 
family Lyle was forever saying that the Henrys have no sense 
of comfortable living and I must say that their utter dis¬ 
regard for a harmony of time and circumstance has often proven 
Lyle to have been so right. 












■ 
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From the few contact's I have had since last Tuesday, 

I have about made up my mind as to why T, Coleman Andrews and 
his States Rights party got their fourty odd thousand votes 
in Louisiana, The impression I gained as to the answer of 
or to this question was somewhat confirmed in an unusual 
burst of confidence on Celeste 's part at coffee when she 
observed that she doubted if I could imagine the heat 
that smoldered in the hearts of large nuters of people 
on racial matters. She said that all through south Louisiana 
among her relatives and acquaintances, —the majority of 
them Catholic, she had been surprised to see them flare up auto¬ 
matically whenever she breathed the name of nrch Bishop 
Rummel, or however that gentleman who has done so much 
to level racial di ferences in his church, spell3 his name. I 
gather that she herself is shocked that Catholics could 
dreams of such lack of r everence for the most exhalted of 
their local spiritual guides, as do all the people she knows of 
that faith. Prior to election, many of them told her, she said, 
that they were digv.sted with both Party platforms and 
the postion taken by both Presidential candidates on 
racial matters and that they proposed to vote for neither 
of the major candidates. Perhaps this explains the 42 or whatever 
thousand votes the States Righ s party received in Louisiana, 

but one would be w a y off the tr a ck, were he to suppose that , 
the racial matter is a thing which seethes most violently among 
the Catholics, for, i?i reality, I think the Catholic Church has 
exerted more power to enforce acceptance of a human viewpoint 
jin this matter than any other religion, —for after all, it is 
bout the only religion which has the power to enforce 
any doctrine at all. But in my opinion, based on other 
samplings in demoninational fields, the Methodists and Baptists 
prob a bly made up a larger percentage of the 40 odd thousand voting 
for T. Coleman Andrews than Catholics, for it must be remembered 
that while the Catholic prelates, especially in the upper 
brackets, boldly denounce a 3 unChristian the racial bigotry 
on the part of members of their Church, the Baptists and Methodists, 
embracing a majority of the hill billy, —if any,- religious 
groups embr a ce congregations which are made up of 
perhaps more bigoted people tha the Catholics and I doubt 
if a single, solitary pre a cher of the D aptist or Methodist 
persuasion has once lifted his voice in his pulpit or in 
private conversation against this bigotry. Therefore it must 
be stated in all truth and with great credit to the 
Catholic Church that instead of being silent before its 
congregations, as have the Protestants, the Catholics 

have had the courage to thunder away at the evil and 1 must 
say I take off my hat to them,,,,,,, 


Tuesday, November 13th, 19 56. 


y>ai‘ • f 


J f r, 


:;jf oil 


list, 

a i 


Ll i A 


Memoandum : 

«. , 

I suppose one might as well remember that there s 
no great loss without some small gain, —and that adage 
seems to apply to the situation as regards Thanksgiving week end, 
for a letter from taton^ouge announcjed .that both 3ets of 
the a enrys would spend that interim here, 

• 

The radio mentioned yesterday that Louisiana schools will 
enjoy a week's holiday during the Thanksgiving period, allowing 
all teachers to attend some . sort of a convention in 
New Orleans, and that suggested that the Wenks would be foot loose 
for a like period and that we might as well begin bracing ourse'lve 
gainst the onslaught . But with five Baton Rougers scheduled 
1o make their bow, perhaps the Shreveporters will tend to slow up 
their assault, — I hope, 

• ■' ' ■- 

And speaking of Shreveport reminds me that 1 have never heard 
n nather peep about tike lady who went to the hospital and, 

1 must confess, I never made any inquiry. 


Of other news I seem to have none althoigh 1 did enjoy tonigh 
radio program, Musical Portraits" or whatever the unlikely 
name may be, —that hour long NBC business that frequently makes 
mo 3 t of the bigraphical sketch by using the personal impressionsf 
people acquainted with the character being discussed, jLf 
chanced to here tonight's program, you found it inter^Kff^, 1 
* sure, what with Alexander Vollcott being the mc^ttfcusssed 
and to da the discussing, people such as Rebecca West, Joe Rennsss 
Mrs. Roosevelt, etc., etc, 

s»* 'j! 0!-0 >*> •. 1 -Vsin i 

This, of course , was the first time 3ince he was here with Mr 
that 1 had heard Joe^s voice and it was exaqtly as I remember it. 
It seems to me I never heard Mr3. Roosevelt s voice sound so well 
modulated for the radio. If you did not chance to hear 
the program you will be interested to know the general tenor of he 
remembrance of Mr. V. She said he was a friend of both the 
President and herself and was a frequent White House visitor where 
he. was always most entertaining and most welcomed although he was 


I 
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Wednesday, November 14th, 19 56 


a-guest, who demanded much attention. She remarked that where eve 
Mr, W « was, Mr, W, liked to be the center of attention and 
that this was so when he was the ?resident s guest, as at 
all times. She observed that his wish to have coffee at ol 1 hour 
of the day or night was but one point in the consideration the 
hostess must keep in mind for her guest and she pointed out 
that while a guest in the White House, when he felt like it, he 
invited anybody he pleased to come to dinner with him at the 
White Ho use• asking that he and his guests be served in his 
suite at the White House while the President and family and guest 
were dining at their accustomed board • 1 am gald she made this 

point for although she did it with grace, it was so clearly s et j 
that Mr, W, could be mighty selfish and inconsiderate, —essentia 
ingredients in reconstructing a true picture of this remarkable 
man, 

■ 

Orson Wells appeared on the same program and underlined 
the fact that Mr. W, had such a genius for recognizing talents 
and f engineering gifted people into places that enabled them 
to get their start in life. He cited the case of the 18 
year old Orson Wells whom Mr. W, recognized as wort .y of 
his interest and badgered Catherine Cornelll into giving Wells 
the supporting role wi.th her in Candida • All this was said 
with grace and objectivity by Mr. Wells but nevertheless it did 
sound as though Mr. 'Wells didn t mind pointing to the genius 
in his own person that Mr. W, had sponsored, ± t should be remem 
too that the program recalled only the Wellses wfyom Mr, W. s whim\ 
had pushed on to the footlights and, if memory serves me correctl 
I'm me7 ni-.ft m f nther d 0 od le in Mr. W.'slife whom he tried to 


Memorandum : 

At long last I got around to read Aunt *illie's 
letter f rom deep in the African heart, 1 enclose it herewith 
and hazard the guess that you will find it as entertaining as 
the earlier ones,. Prom her next we report, we shall probabl 
find out if she was able to visit the Kimberly mines and also 
if she made the most of my letter of introduction to Mrs. Cha 
Kimberly. It strikes me she is having sufficient fun on her 
hook without feeling the necessity of making soda, contacts a 
I shall understand perfectly if she skips Mrs. Kimberley alth 
I do hope she finds time to visit the Dug a n Bantou Gallery w 

I recommended to her. 

The other enclosures speak for themselves, at least spea 
part, for I am not quite sure to whom Sarah Jones refers when 
that two people, --is the one initial D and the other H, - 
who will accompany Sarah when she comes to see me on Monday, 
the one initial is D, I suppose that may stand, for Debora Abr 
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the gallery, I behld the full moon shining through a curtain 
of gentle rain • The sky was fust about equally divided as be 
the northern half, - solid clouds, and the southern half, cle 
sky . -Lt was a gentle spring-like rein that was falling 
from above and the rain drops, catchiirg the glint of the big * 
round moon, gave the impression of a golden curtain, thin-thi 
all shimmering and lovely, Softe breezes from the Gulf are 
contending with 20 mile gusts from the north and 
the cold front that has been advancing southward all day has 
stalled on a Forth Worth - Ardmore line, confusing the wcathe 
prognosticators to the point that Shreveport predicts a low 
of 45 tonight while at .the same time the Alexandria station 
says the low will be 56, and 1 don t suppose either one is ve 
sure as to what speed, if any, the'advancing cold front will 

O \> lk - •, . \ * M A •’ 

* 

Carmen telephoned me today to do a d a b of gossiping, 

Among other things she had to tell was the fget that at 
6:30 a»m», a week age last Sunday, Charles unningham 'phone* 
h r to pass along what he described as wonderful news, He ha 
■just dropped a letier to a girl friend o his - J ew Orleans sis 
asking the young woman to become his bride, I suppose 
Charles is sort of 40-ish and one would suppose old enough to 
restrain his enthusiasm until 7o'clock at least, on a Sabbath 
Carmen said he had just passed by the Chamber of G 0 mmerce thi 
afternoon and is still in the Seventh , u eaven of anticipation • 
Personally, were 1 Charles, I shouldn t feel too flattered 
if it took the girl two weeks to make up her mind but that po 
doesn^t seem to enter into Charles i state of bliss 

• 

Last night 1 finished reading Erwin Edmond's "Uses of 
Philosophy" and, as is always the case with books we like, fe. 
regret thi, it wasn t w twice as long • A generous portion of 
has to do with Greek thought and 1 was glad to have recalled 
three points from that quarter I had forgotten I always, for 
liked the ancient Greek myth that the 3ight of a work of Art „ 
us with nostalgic yearning for that perfection which was the * 
we had to leave on the day we were born. And another thought ; 
the ancient g reek concerns the inability ipf man to step into 
same river more than once, I think the Greek concept was tha J 
is so because the river is forever changing but I have often 
that equally so is man, so that the river might scy no man ca» 
into it but once. And it is probably the truth of that fact j 
re-reading any book invariably offersone an every changing sen 
of values as to what he encounters, no matter how many times i 
is re-read • But the hour dvances and my dullness increases cj 
so I break off in writing but not in telepathy,,,,,, 
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Thursday, November 15th, 1956, 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find the Armistice letter in today's 

post, 

A flurry of interruptions prevented me from reading 
it but once and I am accordingly reserving for myself the 
pleasure of reading it again on the morrow when I shaL 1 all 
h„ve a» opportunity to explore the enclosures, for all of 
which I thank you whole heartedly in advance. 

And may 1 thank you for sending along the transcript 
of Carmen's letter. No, I do not want the original. 

Knowing full well as little Miss Lee does that Lestan 
fully appreciates the hurly-burly currently flurrying abow 
he prays that all i ttempts at.correspondence may be put as 
until a more favorable season arrives when one has at leas- 
had an opportunity to catch one's breath. First things 
are bound to come first, and the mo3t important of dL 1 thi i 
at the moment is maintaining one's good health by making u. 
of every possible, —*but Heaven knows how rare, — moments 
when cares of the day on two fronts require every bit of 
strength. The pressures immediately ahead for the balance 
of this month and next will demand all physical and mental 
.power to keep things from rocking precariously and Lestan i 
the thought that the calm realisation on the part of litth 
Miss Lee that the greatest pleasure possible for him is thi 
realisation that she is conserving every possible moment f> 
tele pathy rather than correspondence will perhaps maintai; 
the most perfect balance and complete ability to resume co. 
by correspondence when things slow down a little 

Everything in today's letter held so much of interest 
must thank you for everything you jotted down, I read wit, 
enlightenment the various points you touched upon from the 
local press, - trespassing notices, tc,,, a bout none of wh 
I had heard. And, 1 must confess, 1 h a dn t remarked upon 
findsor article in Look and I m 30 glad you mentioned it, 
I have a habit of turning through Life and Ebony on their . 






. 
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but as Look seems to carry more printed material, 1 am forever 
putting it a sdie until I have an opportunity to read it, and the 
result is that copies sometime get piled up on the holding shelf 
before get to explore their contents. I am so glad you are ha 
the Churchill articles set aside in Life for unltimate referenc 
I have found the illustrations for them in Life so marvelous. I 
especially enjoyed those in the Elizabethean period, both the ex 
n nd interiors of some of her residences and 1 thought the map in 
the last issue, —the Atlantic and the seaboard colonies especia 
delightful and wished o» exploration of same might eventual ly be 
with a kindred soul. 

• w 

Ln reference to your inquiry regarding Little King's 
impression of the old home town, L found it charming and only 
refretted we were so frequently interrupted by others less inter 
in such details. He is to be stationed for sometime in ^'o2or&d 
a s it is comparatively near here, •-cl though it somehow seems scj 
a way, he'will be coming home for the Christmas holidays and wai * 
come back for more prolonged and less interrupted sittings. As 
regards disposal of the old home tom property, the decision 
seems so sound in view of alb circumstancesI have often wante 
to inquire as to how it fared during the 5 years of turmoil but 
to mention it, thinking it might not have survived. It is good 
kno that i-t did and let us hope it may now pay off a satisfacto 
dividend . 

■" o • v. - ■ . • i. - 1 . ‘ 

Today's post was fairly he a vy but G s only the letter / rom L 
mattered, 1 confined myself to enjoying it a nd shall explore 
the other items on the morrow. There seems, among other things, 
a letter from Bob. Poer little eld Segleaus, —all three. I do 
things somehow get workedaround there sooner rather than later. 

% 

»e had an inch of rain between 8 :30 and 9:30 this morning a 
a nother between 2 and 3 this afternoon. I paddled across the fe 
for 9 o'clock coffee and found Madam Regard alone, her daughter 
gone to spend the day in Alexandria. I accordingly broke my 
custom of a one-a-day visit and returned again this afternoon. 

The lady is out of bed today anc[ seems fairly spry. I must say 
is not possessed of *unt "illie s energy, although 1 believe the\ 
are both ^bout 88, - but then few people at that age have 
a Storm dynamo. j 

Lestan's day has been so happy, thanks to the envelope bear, 
the familiar hand. It's always so nice that circumstances e?i 0 | 

me to chat a bit at close of day with my favorite character and j 
• my fondest hope is^Xhat all resp uses will be put off a little u>| 
things 3low down to q more .reasonable pace. . 

VF ' " . I 


j 
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Friday, November 16th, 19 56 


Memorandum: 

Mod nice to be able to re-read your Armistice letter and to enj> 
the clippings, —all of which touched on subjects of interest to me < 
some of the topics I had not heard about before, as, for instance, ti 
Dr. Schweitzer business which entrances me, of course, as anything a • 
that marvelous person does. What a pity he doesn n t chance to be 
a Catholic for it would seem that if he were, he might achieve the ii 
of the past, so far as that organisation goes, in being cannonized w, 
3till on earth. 

Thp Lafayette papers will, 1 hope, have much airing, during the 
ahead and so will the Eden business, as touched upon in the article 
concerning Mr. Churchill and his reaction to recent Suez doings. I 
had not heard about Rosalind's latest honors and I must say that if < 
should be passing out prizes for sheer versatility in the Arts, she 
to be right up in the front row. I think of her so often these days 
as I pass by a tip-top table in the living room on which rests the 
decapitated choir boy 

• 

It seems to me some time s^nce we have heard from Robina and I 
was accordingly glad to have the good news as to her health in the 
enclosed letter, not to mention the heartening news concerning 
Dr. Miller s future association with her family • 

. 

The letter from Bobindicates I must learn a new streen address, 
611 Chartres isn t difficult for me although 908 was somehow so much 
easier. There is something of a Carolyn paradox in his reference 
to being broke and planning to spend the holidays with his parents 
in Manhattan.. 

And speaking of Carolyn, it would appear she is in one of her 
vanishing brackets once more, ■‘■t is rue she did telephone last Sun 
butl lean on *ames for news concerning visits to Spanish liners and 
to Pensacola or where ever it was he mentioned she was o 11 the point 


Our rains o yesterday g ve way to semi-cloudiness and cold tod 
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We are promised a low of 30 for tonight which ought to finish off 
cluster of butterfly lilies from which I extracted one when sealit 
yOsT letter this morning. 

Across the fence this morning, I found Celeste full 
of plans for next week end. She is hoping her mother, who is baci 
bed, may be up and i round by then. She told me the fenk youths a; 
scheduled to arrive tomorrow to spend a week and they, plus 
the BatonRouge &enrys ought to quite round out a three ring circui 
As there are but two cooks, --one at Celeste 's and one at the big 
the turkey will be bakened in town and the gumbo will be made by i 
mulatto or other down the river and cake will be prepared by anotf 
mulatto and so on and so forth.. I don t seem to remember what i 
that the cooks are going to do but fortunately that isn t my pro 

t t * 1 • I 

1 recall the comparative warmth of this night in 1948 and tht 
cloud bursts we had a couple of days later. Sometimes I feel a 1 ? 
surprised at the absence of emotion I experience when I glance baa 
my mind to that period. 

3*V3ii' ‘ •' ! " ■ A >.■ ) i 

1 feel almost noble when contemplating the determination I an 
currently exercising to finish Fau lkner's "Co Down, Moqes". I suf 
I am about three quarters of the way through and haven t found out 
just which character is w ich and those who are white and those cc 
and those but partially 30. Perhaps that is the intention of the 
nd, if so, he has succeeded mcgnificiently. And now that I am 
tkhree quarters of the way through, I find myself or r ather the tc 
a place in time about euqal to that obtaining at the beginning of 
story, demonstrating in literary form that old say mg about taking 
one step forward and sliding two steps back. In short, "Go Down, 
Hoses" thus far is a hodge-podge for me. I must admit, however, 
that "Ar and Peace" gets much clearer after a second or third read 
far as characters are concerned but something tells me that while 
may go into the x olstoy opus several t ime3 tore in the years ahead 
imagine ever attempting a second go-round with Faulkner. 

At dinner today, a phrase, perhaps almost a sentence about a 
seemed tossed in my direction by Bah u enry. 1 wonder what he want 
common cuortesy from th t quarter invariably denotes some axe to g 


The moon seems unusually bright tonight, due in part to the cj 
air, I suppose. From where I sit, -i can see what appears to be td 
cakes of ice floating across the greensward toward thewhite shaft 
the sun dial, —Emmett and Erwin out for a little stroll and I 
must iay they are sights....... 


Sunday, ovember 18th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

I think the enclosures aren t of any particular interest 
but I send them along r egardles3. In aames' letter, I thought 
the March 18th, 1821 quotation from the New Orleans paper 
concerning the Vanderlyn exhibition worthy of note. It is 
not clear in my mind just when Vandelyn first journey to New Orleans an 
if he remained there until his final departure some years later, whenev 
that was. If I recall correctly it was in 1823 that the 
meeting with Audubon in the Crescent City took place and it is 
my understanding that Vanderlyn portraits were all the rage in 
the lower Mississippi Valley at that time, leading me to assume that 
the exhibition, as covered in the newspaper, launched him on a 
career that must have been exceedingly profitable during his sojourn 
in Louisiana. 

The reference to "Bob and Betty" speaks for itself. x t, of 
course, is in response to my "Dutch uncle" letter, recommending 
the California ’isit during the holiday season • Obviously the rift 
has been patched up and, I feel equally sure, the western jaunt 
will not be made. It seems lamentable to me that he thus throws 
the whole Storm business but I must admit that that is 
ef my business except in a very remote sort of way. 


a way 
none 


The letter from Sarah Jones removed the Monday op pointment 
alright but confused me on the Satu day meeting. As she did not 
put in an appearance on Saturday ,, I concluded she referred not 
to this ppst Saturday but the one a week hence.. This confusion 
dates reminded me, of another appointment she once made for some 
particular day of the week, such as "Friday, the 20th , when the 
calendur revealed that iig Friday in the Month came o/i the 20th. 
short, little Hiss Say-rah is inclined to be a little vague when 
comes to setting precise dates. 

■\ . .Ki .'. A ».Sit &ar ul* c Si*4 J!:5l iiT.8 


of 


In 
i t 


I haven t 


1ooked 
iit 


through this week's copy of Life, much but 1 

Providence, Rhode I r 
thoroughly approve. It seems 




k 
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Monday, November 19th, 19 56 


to me a }l excellent may of exposing people to 
a pparantly the only way for large segments of s i 
our precious Art treasures seem to get as thoro 
"buried" as does our gold at * ort Knox or the g. 
when concealed in hidden tombs beneath the floo 
nd I am all in favor of as many people being g 
toassoc iate wi 

that are as pleasant as possible 
thought much 

18th century but 1 should b 
been because so many people for 

"exposed" i. — --- — 

had gathered together in pia< 
was surrounded by them whcne 
gesture is to be a pplaued au< 
may emulate this innovation 
the next generation may find 
thanks to a < _ 

contemporary generation that 
intimately and even 

Only the younger Venk boy appeared on Saturday but 
nobody knows which other members of the tribe may put in an 
ippearance or when, as between now and next dunduy. Ij, by some 
miracle, no more turn up from the Shreveport contingent, it 
will be enough. I can think of but one reason why I might which 
them to come , while the^aton Rouge posse is here, and that is on the 
assumption that in case a visitation were to be made now, we might < 
one at Christmas time, a season always sufficiently busy without 
any extra gumming J'rom that quarter. 

Last night's sky was perfect for the total eclipse, the 
blue unflecked by clouds and the moon itself full. He had 
another he z . y frost but today was sunny and mild and tomorrow we 
z re promised a high of 80, . to be followed by rain on Tuesday 
and a cold snap along about Wednesday or Thursday. This sort of 
lay-out is perfectly 3 atisfactory to me, especially as the cold s 
on the day of the Great American bird may discourage local visitors 
from too much touring in this general direction. 

<■ 

I finished "Go Down, Moses" last night and found the last 
chapter excellent and but vaguely related to the balance of the 
book, as though it had been a short story, cooked up at some former 
hd turned out alright and so, with a few names changed, takced on 
the main boydy of the novel, even as Lyle's "Children of Strangers" 
contains stories or episodes, taken frcm previous writing, and 
inserted for the "Children"....... 


Memorandum 


This might well be styled Surprise May, in that for a 
few moments during the afternoon, Quatorze et son plus jeune 
frere suddenly went hill billy. 

The weather, unusually warm, was equai ly humid, a half inch 
of rain having sprinkled along during the morning. In 
the afternoon, I went to the pecane house to g et a bowl 
of pecanes to use in a fruit arrangement Celeste had hinted she 
would relish. I chatted for a few minutes with J. H. who 
seemed as always ,..and the scuffling a bout, what with neverly 
a couple of dozen people working inside the place and 
a few who were resting, loitering a bout outside and 
on the gallery of the store, adjoining the pecane house,, the 
gallery being graced by Dan and Horace Hughes who had come down 
for supper • John Venk was on Red a iver trying to shoot a wild 
duck and Dr. Alben, down from Shreveport for the day was busy 
in the pecan orchards. 

\ ' v x - i '.*.■* • 

In the morning at the coffee hour, 1 had found Madam R e gard 
in bed but in the afternoon 3he and Celeste went to town. 

Along a bout 4:50, she telephoned from Hayou u atchez to say her 
Cadillac wasn t performing properly and would somebody come and 
take a look at it. J. H., thinking John Venk was at the big house 
told Olyte Gallien, son of the Axe, to run over and get John Venk 
to drive up to B r you Natchez. Olyte, who is even more trashy 
th a n his papa, f* the Ax;e really can cut down a tree with dispatch 
loitered about and didn t rush into the assigned task with any 
suggestion of hurrying.. busy as a bee on half a dozen fronts all 
at once and as usual, J. H. flared up, came out of ihe pecane hous 
and picking up a chunk of wood, heaved it at Clyte who flew, 
never noticing,as did everybody else, that in dashing the wood 
at Clyte, J. H. had done so with such gusto that he somehow 
lost his balance and fell slap in the mud.. This spectacle 
infuriated Dan who, as you know, dwells on the borders of 
insanity anyway, and he grabbed a pistol and headed out 
toward the big house, shouting as he crossed the road: 

"i'll kill the son of a bitch." 

... . One of the negroes, looling n bout, and fortunately a V 
little on the high side, since it enable him to disregard nor 


th the best manifestations of Art under circumstances 

_ Until this moment, 1 have never 

about the unusual flowering of the Arts during the 

e surprised if one of the reasons may have 
f ■ a hundred years before had been 
to the trea'sures. in Art and Architecture which Aurope 

where everybody who was any body 
they went any where. I think the Provi 
am hoping other museums across the ccun 
he end that a flock of people of 
mselves in more beautiful surroundings, 
d a b of artistic dust that may rub off on the 

. t through this medium, becomes more 

casually acquain ed with the nicer things. 











From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




8299 


l OCW 


8300 


Tuesday, November 20th, 19 56« 


li. 

Si. 


regard for c ircumatnes, dashed after Dan, engaging him in 
conversation as he plead with him to let him go and find 
the boy and bring him back, —the point of this conversation 
peintp to give O'lyte a chance to vanish before anyone caught 
up with him. This injection of a rime element was precisely 
what was needed. Of course Olyte was never found and within 
few minutes, J. H. had regained tiis usual self control 
and for the balance of the day, the grapevines all up and 
down the river were working o er time. 

We were seven at supper, John Wenk and Dr. Alben having reti 
and not a peep was uttereed a bout pecanes, automobiles or the 
impulse to kill a mulatto because one ' s brother fell down chunk in 
wood t him.. If only the spirit of hill billism may have died 
with this unexpected flare up, everybody will be the 
h a ppier all a round. 

Peyton Gunnigham tele phoned me tonight, saying that 
he had just received a letter from the Traveler s Insurance Compa 
of -dart/ord. Conn., advising that the original 0 urrier and Ives 
collection will arrive in Natchitoches in time for getting 
it "rigged up" for the exhibiton that will run through 
the month of December. There will be 22 items and from 

the titles he read to me, l gather it will be quite a representat 
group and will include one by Louis M aurer which I shall 
concentrate on at the opening of the exhibition. There is 
also one of Castle Garden on the flew York Battery and that will 
provide me with an opportunity to trot out Jenny Lynn, P. T. 
Barnum and others whofigured L in that venerable pile before 
it was converted into the Aquarium, before I alunch out on 
old Louis and his son, Alphy who will form the pivotal points of 
the opening gun. Peyton said his wife, Mildred, w o has been 
h a ndling the load from the Hartford owners, will get in touch 
with me on the morrow regardingnewspaper notices, etc., and 
we shaL ldecide about a mutual convenient time for "varnishing day 
I am not particular as to the date sincemy calendar isjjoid but 
probably Sunday, December 2nd might .be as good as any t * or one 
thing h I certainly should, like to avoid having the thing 
staged on Saturday, December 8th, for hordes of people will 
be in town on that day but r people who travels for miles to 
view fireworks are not the type of people who would be entranced 
with a Currier and Ives exhibition 
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to have eons of pleasure ahead of them . 
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Memorandum*. 

I reckon you may recall all that talk I indulged in 
a s to whether Say-rah Irwin Jones was coming last Monday, 
or last Saturday or next Saturday. Well, today I found out 
a nd wa.3 frankly surprised. When I went to the post office 
this morning, the clerk handed me a package. Me said a 
car had just driven away, after the lady had left the package 
for me. She asked the clerk to say that she had so much wanted to 
see me but she and her mother wanted to get back to Baton 
Rouge before it rained and so they felt they simply must drop 
this Christmas gift and speed on. She said her i}ame was Sarah 
Irwin Jones. After all that correspondence, don t you S ind 
that beats everything „ And, of course, it never did rain all day, 

JL though I suppose it may tonight when the thermometer 

skids from the afternoon 80 to about 40 and the cool air 

from Canada, clashing with the warm air from the “ulf, will 

undoubtedly do a bit of condensing in the process. I 

must drop Say-rah a note expressing my fervent hope that she 

and her mama made it back to home base before the first rain drop 

caught up with them. 

Madam Regard and I shared the coffee hour together this 
morning, as Celeste had gone to tvwn . Madam Regard 
was up and about but she seems a d a b frail. We compared 
notes on points of mutual interest but naturally I didn t 
breathe a word about the hill billy scuffle of yesterday which 
would certainly have distressed her. 

She had one thing to tell me that I thought interesting, 
a nd especially in view of all the talk Celeste makes about us 
poor folks". And the news Madam Regard had to tell was to 
the effect that J. U.and Celeste are going to South America 
in January. She wasn t pbj,e to tell me which countries ttiey 
planned to visit and I don t suppose Celeste knows either and 
probably cares less, for it's the going that counts and not what 
one will see along the way. As for myself, were I studying bout 
such a jaunt, I should give thought to a stop at the 
Inka capitol in Peru the Cathedral town of Bahia in Brazil, but 

while the Cat.edral implication might strike a note to interest 
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tUe lady who "did" four hundred, or was it four t ousand shrines 
in Europe within six weeks, it is very doubtful if the ancient 
Peruvian civilisation was ever heard x bout and most certainly 
would be of not the slightest interest, unless, perhaps, were I 
to tell her that when the Spanish Con n uitadores dsicovered they 
couldnt tear down the Inka temple, they blandly built a 
cathedral on top of it, —that might h a ve its points in 
quickening interest, 

I was interested in Ed, Murrow's report tonight on a 
speech by someone whose name sounded like Admiral Richthoven 
before the Edison Foundation . It u> G s a speech containing ideas 
worth pondering. For one thing, the su gestion that yearly school 
days be increased from 180 to 21 0 sounds good in these days when 
many schools provide so much more for the average child than 
does the average home by way of using time either gainfully 
or entertainingly. But I always shy away from the suggestion that 
children with unusually high I % Q.'s be put into special schools, 
as was suggested in the speech. In an era of 3 pecilization, the 
incl nation to concentrate the attention of children of particular 
apitutde for a given subject may be a good idea but I'm inclined to 
believe that the majority of children have a preference for and perha , 
a n 'aptitude for some given line of endeavor and good teachers would 
discover what the natural bent of this or that student might be and 
all would advance with greater strides if permitted to follow the 
individual turn of mind 30 that there would be a general up-swing 
of advancement on a variety of educational fronts concurrently, 

I never did believe anyone concentrating of the 3o-called Liberal 
Arts should have to was time struggling with higher mathematics 
or why tt>e engineeringly persuaded should be forced to fiddled around 
with a lot of Greek and Latin, Many of the best educated people I 
know never had an. opportunity t% ake all the college courses 
that have too long been oh the must" list, and a j lock of experts 
in one field or another fail to given any o tward sign, at least, 
of having absorbed anything from a flock of "must" courses to which 
they were most certa nly exposed but none of which ever took , In 
thisage of specialization wherein school seem torequire everyone to 
learn more and more about less and less, we end up by jockying ourseh 
into the most lamentable situations, lake the medical field, for exan 
Theperson studying doctoring or nursing now has to study so much 
physics and chemistry that, little or no time seems left to study 
the patient to the end that every operation is a success but the 
patient dies Raving n® set notions on the subject in general, 

I am always delighted when somebody who has some notions voices them. 
Forgive the dulllness all these speculations must make .. 


Memora'.idumi 

. f 

J forqot to remark in yesterday s memo that 
there would undoubtedly be a skip of one day in the regularity 
of messages, what with Thanksgiving Day really being a 
holiday for the Post Office Department but I rec*'n 
uou had anticipated that anyway. And so I shall hold t,iis 
evening\s chat to include with tomorrow night s, thus providing 
a sort of double dip, as it were, as to the passing scene. 

There are a couple of enclosures for your attention, 

although neither of great importance. I was husband 

• to hear Louisa Gregory is to marry her late sister * 

As Uobina remarked, it seems such a good, idea, especially 
r s Louisa had always lived with Ruth and Edward, I 
shall write Robina that I had long hoped such a happy event 
might be in the cards and had seen my hopes dimmed a little 
when there was talk of Edward's going to live with his 
sister and when the two latter journeyed off to Mexico 
'this summer. But now my hopes flame up again 
I seem almost as glad to hear the good news as though 
they were intimate friends. 

And that Marshall woman came through with a letter 
nt long last. The whole business about her manuscript 
rather amuses me in that it is something I have heard about 
off and oh, for some time but I never did ask and never have 
heard what it is all about except that it is 
concerned with the Evangeline country . When Carolyn asked 
me for some possible titles for the book I wrote her a 
ge of such but since I knew nothing a bout the •*«?{[* 
it was a catch-as-catch-can effort in tossing o f 
I don't recall anything I jotted down and sent along but 
suppose it was something like "This *rom Evangeline or 
Evangeline '3 Legacy, Evangeline s Frogotten B a you, or some 
such. Oddly enough, aside from thanking me .for my 
messages concerning this item, she didnU indicate what, if 
7ny title she had selected. I had a mighty poor secretary 
to read the letter but at best, I couldn t make out what 
her p ecise plans might be, stacked next to ames r * cent 

MieW*fr¥etirM8 .*&*(*!}gnMui l fflilhe%?an! to 
...return there is a bit hazey in my mind. If there is any 
message for her, I 3hall pass it along to ^ames. 








bmmbhbi 
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Thursday, November 22nd, 19 56. 


I not a kick out of something tonight which somewhbtw 
is so tyvical of Wenk prodeedure. John Wenk and 1 seem 
to hit it off wonderfully well in spite of his ancestry. 

Thi safternoon I stirred up a somewhat imposing fruit decors 
for Thanksgiving which I placed on the marble top pie crust 
table in the dining room. My ingredients consisted 
primarily of a big flat copper silver, quite round, into 
which went a flock of things, including a dozen ears of corn, 
partially shucked, sprinkled all over with berries 
of red-red hue from the pyrocanthus, the ears of corn jutting 
out from the center of the salver suggesting a pin wheel .... 
on the 4th of July going a mile a minute. Actually these radiated 
from the base of a big old orange pumpking that dominated the 
set from its center, and about the base of the pumpkin 
a iid partially concealing the ears of corn 1 stacked 
small, deep orange persimmons and some of the giant more 
yellowish oriental persimmons, Building the thing up 
higher and higher with more persimmons, white gourds, russet 
jourds and striped tan ones with dab3 ofjaponica apples of 
varying shades and more pers immons and the lord knov) what all, 
not'to forget a couple of dashes of dark green box, and 
over the whole business a vast sprinkling of pecanes and the 
prymndical cone was really something. At supper, John Wenk 
took one look at the thing, enthused over its appearance, and 
asking what that big tomato looting thing was at the base 
of the assortment, —an oriental persimmon, - picked up 
the thing which somehow must have been a sort of keystone and 
the whole contraption collapsed. It was all so Wenk-ish and 
hilarious and tomorrow I shal 1 attempt another bejore the 
great American bird is ushered in. 

I heard the !IBC Portrait in Sound program lust night ,— 
the same sat up that produce Alexander Wollcott last week, only 

ttiii s week's was devoted to Dr. Schweitzer and was splendid. 

' 

Carmen telephoned me from her home just now. She hud been 
out this afternoon w ith two or three other people of 
the~piscopal Church to take what three cars could haul by 
way of clothing, shoes, meat and groceries to a colored family 
of 9. The laugh of the visit came at their arrival when they 
asked thq woman if she had a refrigerator a nd 3he had replied that 
she didn t but that if they wanted to put the meat in the 
ice box because she had one of them _but it didn t 
' have any ice in it.. And perhaps I Had better write that to 

James.since,it seems to be a pretty good note to start 
or end something r bout pre-Thanksgiving doings . 


Memorandum : 

. .. .o V s o *• ». -s Pt V 

• 

Clear and cold and just the right kind of a day for those 
who would grace the fan ily hemth, as most people did in these pa 
and yet withal pleasant for those like the General who wanted to 
drive about the plantati on. 

I had 9 o'clock coffee with Celeste who ran through 
the names of those who would grace the noon day (table, --the 
five S. G., Pat and his girl friend. Father Poble and so on. Sh 
said Dan wasn t coming for dinner but would be down for supper w. 
would be latef than usual, and would include squirrel gumbo 
among other things. 


The recitation provided me with sufficient time to think 
up a good lie which I tossed out casually enough, saying that 
Mrs. ^haples Wood had invited me to supper, and in view of the 
town guests and all she was expecting here for supper, I felt my 
presence would make no difference aid she concurred. It 
didn't take me long, following coffee, to telephone Mrs. Wood 
to remark whenever she chanced to encounter any Melrose people 
in town, how nice it would be if she might expect me every 
Thanksgiving for supper. And so I am here alone at lucca by 
myself and shall dine on a co?i of corn beef when I get hungry anc 
will I find it a billion times more delicious than the banquet 
in progress across the fence. 

4 J ' jt' 'V "V H . . 

About 4:30 this afternoon, J. H. sent me Clyde Claude 
Emmett Dr.vis to say that a man and wife and two daughters 
were anixous for making a round. They turned out to be 
the son of Stanley Arthur and his family, I liked them much 
in spite of the.fact that one of the little girls knocked over 
one of those little end tables at the end of the sofa in the 
living room, breaking an ash tray and one of Blythe's fancy dolls 

K i 

I asked for news of Arthur, gere, and was to^d that he didn 
get around much as he is suffering from Parkinson s disease which 

if I recall, ^is 3 ome sort of a loss of nerve control which 
must make life very difficult. They said the last time he 
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delighted with Melrose as 

■ - 7 Emmett a< 

asked if she might bring her c 

"i 

t seem to like much 


Arthur was as _ , . + „ 

their daughters were chasing Emmett a< 

Arthur asked if she might bring Iter c 
hese days. He is.De Lessups Morrison 

whom Governor Long doesn - - - 
, a Deliessups and she and the Mayor were brought 
Delessups, the Mayor s aunt. 

Day dinner, it was all very plea 
the S. 0. jutfiors, is 
old children usually are. She 
ety, her hair seemingly almost 

_ mstances, is obviously already 

child over whom- apparantly little or no 
I, How lucky is the child without blood 
nto the hands of such adoring adopted , 
nts and how lucky the people who don t 
matelu within her immediate sphere 

v '■ • - s virtue in day today 

ters which 
and wither 

ion paths possible are the best mu 
mind, I suppose, but little &usa 
., -jidered such matter from a well 
hope^'she discovers a heap more fun than 
or example, Ko,y, who certainly has 
int but doesn t seem to get much 


Young Mrs. 

her husband and while 
in the glo ming, Mrs. 
up to Melrose one of 
of Hew Orleans 
Mrs. Arthur was 
up together by Mrs 

Reverting to 

Susan, the adopted daughter 
a bout 8 and a s frisky G s 8 
is a blond of the lightest 
white and, in view 
as spoiled a s any 
control is exerted 
parents to fall it 
parents and grandpare 
have to live too inti 
during the spoiled years, 
living without taking time out to 
make up the individual's existence .Whence 
we go and which of the bill 
sometimes arise in everyone s 
will be among those who can cons 
position and let us I . 
many a soul, such as, f 
at least one vantage po 
advantage from it. 

I was trying to get a d c b of evening news just as the 
Arthurs arrived but never did hear the end oj it becai.se 
of their advent. I was on the Shreveport Columbai station 
and was mildly surprised when expecting to get the 
latest wrinkle in Egyptian affairs, on hearing own name 
quoted in regard to some point onthe progress of 
colored people in the South. The news item had to do nth 
some negro of wealth who had died today in the u hre veport 
and mention was made ,of the modesty of his home, etc., 
and, alt ough I wasn t giving the recital more than second 
attention, I pricked up my ears only whenthe names of 
i/a rie Therese and Lestan's unexpectedly bounced out of the 
air waves. As so often happens, because of my habit of rep 
a reading machine record when interrupted, I instinctively 

Ay 1 8$2} a i 88$8n$°lfi88 ak a my (i iumbness . a3 Perhaps 6 the newspap 


Memorandum : 

And so Thanksgiving has come and gone and it all turned out to 
my liking. I learned that everything had been perfectly darling 
across the fence yesterday afternoon and night and so everyone appear 

to have been happy all around. 

<. • 

Everyone appeared across the fence at the coffee hour this morni 
the General s wife gave me a fancy looking package which Carmen Breaz 


the General 

sister-in-law of Baton Rouge 'had 3ent along by said General's wife to 
the artist. I don't seem to know how the Baton Rouje Breazeales know 

lots of things I don't know about in other 
Perhaps the lady may have stopped by the Hu 
picture at some time or other. I said I 


Clemence but then, there's 
places th a n Baton Rou e. 
establishment and bought a 
would be glad to deliver the package. 

Later in the morning, I encountered the two Mrs. Baton Rouge Hen 
the little one in the yard. They wanted to make a tour, i gave them 
And as we were heading b a ck toward the big house, —I heading toward 
the Post Office, we encountered the eneral who was bringing me a 
bottle of sherry. He told his wife he wished she and Barbara, the 
daughter- in-law, would go over and see Clemence. Madam General demu 
’the General was insistent and asked me if I would mind going with the ; 
they seemed hesitant ^bout going alone. I told him I would be enchan 
that I knew the way so well . I had no intention, however, of revealii 
the short cut through the bamboo but rather suggested 1 would meet th< 
a t the front gate. And so we rendezvoused at the gate and smarted bu 
who had never been to the artist's house, met us and on learning our 
destination, declared she would like to go, too. 

Miss Hunter met us on her gallery, clad in overalls with some 30 ' 
„ pecane sack about her middle, serving as a sort of apron, I reckon . 
goes without saying that she was not at all taken aback by all the fU 
feathers of the white ladies and received them with complete poise, — 
something few if any wives of Generals I have know, could have commam 
similar circumstances » We went inside for a few moments and Celeste 
began an endless rigamarole a bout some eventual conference she had to 
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with, the artist whom she wanted to work out a picture for her that 
be suitable in coloring and in design to go into her kitchen. She 
thought perhaps a clothes line might be a suitable subject, 

I was bored before the business started and I let it run on as 
it might while I sauntered through to door on to the front gallery 
where 1 could play with a kitten, 

i think M adam General felt such a relief as she reached the h 
gain feej ing noble about having gon through something which she 
Hiad bulked at doing from the beginning, 

We had quite a gay dinner at noon, i> just the B a ton Roue 
contingent, the clerk, John JKenk and I, and it was all very de'lici 
f od and the conversation quite gay and rippley •, and immediately 
afterward, the Baton Rouge contingent headed b a ck for home • 

*■■ • •' ■j “*•* • - ■- ' 1 ' ' . \ " , ^ • | 

Today's post brought the enclosures from vames and from Miss 
I am glad the Registers and the Mahiers finally got together 

1 shall write to the french Consul General tonight, in accord: 
with vanes' wishes, I believe that gent is the same one who brougi 
his cahes and meat pies to Melrose to have tea with me a long time 
back when 1 demurred joining the biddies in town when they 
were honoring the same fellow, I recall having asked him for some 
. information about France at some subsequent time, ~~by mail, - and 
got b a ck a response from his office, recommending that instead of 
applying to representatives of France ~bout something in France, I 
should address myself to the American Information Service in Paris, 
which, as 1 recall, struck me at the time as being a straw in the 
wind as to why France of late has been going to pot • 2 shall be si 

if 1 do not receive the same sort of answer in response to my 
inquiry on behalf of James, In a way , the whole thing seems to gei 
off on a somewhat cockeyed start, what with vanes in Mew Orleans wc 
information from the MewOrleans office of France and who feels he 
can best secure same by writing to'me from Mew Orleans to Melrose i 
write from Melrose to Mew Orleans to make the request, I did have 
a small glass of wine at noon but surely that couldn t have lasted 
long as to bring fo th such a s tat ement and such a sentence as the 
immediately foregoing, 

hi tod a y's post came The Education of u enry Adams and W, H • 
Hudson's "Far Awcy and Long Ago", and so 1 am looking forward 
to pleasant reading tonight when a flock of letters have been 
knocked off, M, Hudson will be placed on the holding shelf to ij 
read when I haven t Mr, Adams to hand, for the Hudson a utobi ograp hy\ 
childhood ifii Argentine doesn n t appeal to me much, not only because j 

tine doesn i appeal to me much but also because, for what reason I 
not, ", ji. Huasbn a writing always tends to depress me just a littll 
And so thanksgiving Lay has come and gone and I hold the 
thought you at least had an opportunity to let the turkey digest,,,] 


Sunday, Movember 25th, 2956. 


Memorandum : 

N I* (• % \ *« ♦. (t , . 

Such a pleasant week end, --a d r ,b cold but otherwise all 
blue and gold and withal quiet, 

I secured a copy of the Mewt Smith obituary which I shall enc 

1 do not want it back. It appears to me the date was not 
included with the clipping, I believe this notice was 

from the front page of the Shreveport Journal and the date was 
either Wednesday or Thursday,, Movember 21st or 22nd, 19 56. 

2 believe I am not quoted in this notice, suggesting the Columbia 
system must hav used another but somewhat more extended version, i 
according to the radio presentation, Lestan was quoted a couple 

of times, I find it more exhilerating that I was not mentioned 
in this notice since the appearance of the name of Marie 'lherese t 
that finally this lady has appeared in straight news stories, maki 
obvious that she is at long last established in the newspaper file 
and so may reasonably be expected to occupy her niche permanently 
the pages of Loui siana lore, «, 

And speaking of ladies of distinction, wasn t it pleasant 
to bump into Egypt's Queen in the latest issue of Life, My 
copy arrived Saturday and on opening it, I chanced to hit precisej 
the' place where Mephrit te 's likeness stood forth. You can 
easily imagine my delight at this happy coincidence. I pro bat ly 
sJiall net get a round to read the article very soon but 1 shall 
place it on,the holding shelf that it may be handy when an opporti 
for exploration arrives. I found all the pictures in the article 
so interesting, especially the one of the Sphinx, aken at such an 
angle and that very striking double ppge business of the 
Egyptian palisades with the huge but seemingly insignificant 
temple at the base^ 

Ai}d speaking of magazines generally, the last issue of &bony 
to h a ve contained some sports a rtic'le which must have been the 3ul 
of much interest in colored circles for four different friends on 
plantation have aksed me if they mi^ht borrow the copy when the 
one ahead ha3 finished with it Thanks to your thoughtfulness and 
generosity, this circulation is possible and it makes me 
happy to contemplate the pleasure thus being provided for folks al 


• • t 
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Monday, November £6th, 2956 


. It . is pleasant to.be a h 'le to report that Madam 
Regard seems a little more spry, She was up today and gettii i 
aboit with more bree2e that during the past couple of weeks, 

30 and 9 tonight, she, Celeste and I, while 
to return from the club for supper, —and 

we had a good opportun ty 
hanhsgiving, At long 
Celeste that her Baton Rouge 
in-law are on the inc 
have required about 35 
While going over the matte 
or two home truths for 
It gives me scant 
on me when I know quite u 


As between i 
waiting for . H 

he never did put in an appearance, 
to perform a post mortem or two over 
last it evidently is dawning on 
sister-in-law and the latter s daughter 
and superficial side. This seems to 
years but better late than never, 

I took the opportunity to express one 
local c nsumption by such remarks as, " 
pleasure to have Madam General call 
before hand that while there are plenty cf interesting 
innovations since her last go-round, I know perfectly well t/ 
she is not coming to observe same but rather to keep a weathc 
out to see if she can discover a speck of dust, a cobweb or s 
of which I always have ample stores without anyone having to 
make an effort to track down ." 

It is interesting that wliile Celeste twice took time out 
to enumerate the heavy calendar she has immediately ahead of 
her, reciting name3 of place and people and dies in the 
couple of months ahead, she hasn t as yet breathed a word abc 
the trip she is planning to make~to South America with J, H,, 
which Madam R e gard confided to me the other day, 

I was glad to have her read me a letter she had received 
from Ida Mazure te the other day ii which Ida mentioned that 
Charles is better and it is thought be may be taken home froi 
the hospital by this week end,. Of la te I have made a 
special effort to keep my letters in tbtat direction on the ve 
side and I must attempt another tonight that will be 
fluffy enough to float almost without so much as a breath of 
beneath it. Isn't it odd that wh.ile I write 5£ letters a 
year to Charles and Ida, the correspondence from them amosst 
always is directed across the fence, "Robbing Peter to pay 1 
seems to be somehow mixed up in my thoughts on that score bui 


Memorandum 


The coldest day this year and althought the thermometer 
crept up to the 40's in the face of a brilliant sun, 
a bitter cold East wind inclined to freeze one regardless of the 
sun's rays, » 
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Although he remained but a couple of hours, Lionel had many 
tilings to tell me about the old days and I was delighted with 
everything. He mentioned the old colored woman who lived in 
the oeanmard household and how he and his brother at night, uh en 
supper was fin shed, used to retire with the old woman to her 
section of the house while the Jeanmard parents were busy 
with socii or whatever ente itainment was in the cards and how 
his Mammy used always to get out a foot tub, fill it with warm 
water and put her feet in it whil Lionel and his brother, ages 
n bout 5 and 10, used to round up old blankets or whatever and 
do themselves up as priests and hold nightly services, they 
celebrating their improvised Mass and the old woman, her feet in 
serve as congregation. then the boys were grown up, the 
old lady finally died while on a visit to Thibedoux or whatever 
in that Tibedeau place is in South Louisiana hut some illness 
in the oeanmard family at the same time called them away as betw 
the time of the old woman's death and her funeral. A number of 
1 ter, Lionel went b a ck to visit the grave and was distressed th> 
it had not been marked. Nobody could remember the precise locat 
until he ran into an ancient mulatto woman, said to have been 
a stunning beauty in her day, and 3he recalled precisely where t , 
body had been laid to rest and, it goes without s aying, Lionel 
had a marble monument erected bearing the inscription, 

"In Loving Memory of etc., etc". 

He said the ex-mula tto beauty had been famous in the 
Bayou L fourche region and had been maintained in a fine e tabli. 
by Colonel Price who among other planta ions, owned Acadia„ I d 
bat an eye lasf^but was delighted when I learned about this, for 
Colonel Price was the husband of Cousin Nannie Price, born a dauj 
of Adnrew Cay t whose wife was the daughter of Josephe Erwin, and' 
it was Cousin Nannie Price who subsequently moved to Memphis, win 
left the five million dollars to the Plaiter family, along with 
ncadia plantation and Mrs. Plaiter is none other than 
the daughter.of M artha Hobinson. But a buisness seems to unroll 
when Lionel begins to recall the old days and he find 3 himself 
possessed of an interested listener. And how Miss Cammie and Lyi 
would have loved the Colonel Price left handed romance about whic 
neither of them, 1 feel quite sure, never knew 


Memorandum 


For once this year, the calendar and the 
thermometer had identical readings at 5 
a.m., —both being 27. 


And so there is no more excuse for me to 
hesiitate kout putting the gardens tc l ed for 
the winter. I always incline to put off the 
doings, hoping against hope that Jack Frost 
may pass us byq, and some times he does but he 
certainly didn t last night and so the bedding 
down can begin in eal earnest without any qualms 
a t all from here on out. 

Before opening the boudoir door on the galer 
I knew it was cold but that things had frozen did 
require a look at either the butterfly lilies or 
the thermometer for the stalks of the lilies when 
nipped give off a very pleasant aroma, not 
unlike camphor, and one breath of gallery air 
indicated what the temperature confirmed. 


But the sun had melted the ice on the big po 
by 1 0:30 a?»d it was pjeasant enough in the sun as 
I cut each individual stalk into half a dozen 
pieces, dropping them back on the roots, for 
this year the presence of the pink boll worm 
required that all cotton hulls be burned and so a 
am covering the beds with the stalks which will 
decompose by Jpring and therebye provide a measur 
of fertilizer as the refuse sinks back into the g 
a nd what remains will afford a covering for the 
roots that will protect them against subsequent 
Frost visitations and, and this is more important 
will will provide a loose mat that will hold 
the dew and moisture of the summer nights during 
the long hot, dry days of mid summer 

Lord, have mercy, what a Denhome margin I contrive for 
The electricity was temporarily off when I sat down for a a 
end only now, as-they or it has come back on do 1 notire 


The artist telephoned me about 7 tonight 
been painting all day, the bitter wind having 
occanes, and asking me to come and inspect he 
the moment ?i ‘ <r + } n tUe corning. Her m* 

>f\Tf^di 9 ing^" pieG ^ but * *»joy 
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ge.iero us is my left hand margin, 

As 1 toas cutting stalks this a fternoon , I was thinking 
about the baffling mists bc-clouding present international 
turmoil and I came up with, this analogy, Egypt is 
gravely ill, requiring an operation that will remove her 
President, As she thrashes about a couple of 
chiropractors, England and France, rush in to thump 
the Egyptian baqkbone a bit. The United States calls them 
saying that isn t the proper treatment, The united 
Stpte^s is probably right but it must be said England 
n nd j< ra nc e are at least making the motions of doing somethi 
which, apparently, is more than the United Staes is doing. 
Our policy at the moment seems to f e based on the theory tt 
if the patient lives without the operation, that is Cod's i 
tention but we shouldn t do anything but drift, even as 
England and j' ranee and the United States drifted while 
Per Schoene occupied the same bed today's Egyptian 
dictator occupies. I think something more than watchful 
Waiting is required, some stroke of the imagination that 
will correct the Suez evils at once which will take much oj 
the tension out of the whole Hear East, The Panama C^nal, 
understand, has never paid commerc ialy, Wouldn't this be 
n perfect moment for Hr. &istnhewer to sound a trumpet, 
suggesting that the United //ations take over the 

operations of all the world s vital canals, _ the 

Panama, the Euez, thcKiel, the Dardenelles . If the 
United States contributed the Panama Canal to the United 
Nations supervisory board, Egypt, through the pressure of w 
opinion would undoubtedly have to follow along and a half 
d . 02en bottle necks that c c use friction all around could imme 
be broken. Ihere may be reasons why this would not be a go 
idffa but it might be one way to solve the present crisis 
and by losing nothing, the UnitedSta ■■es would contribute 
mightily to the restoration of order in trouble spots 
in ^Lrope and sia. I suppose this is too much to expect f 
■ ie State department but it s the kind of thing the world 
needs so much right now. 

i read a little more from Henry Adams' Education last 

I’r J* (* ad reca i led , a he “P of things * had forgotten, as fo 
' I* 4 ohert i*• s sou lead been a cluss mute at darvdvd 

with Henry A d a m3 in 1 856 and that the latter had found the 
younger Lee both dull and much too much concerned with the 

^ranie{°E^ow t / ) bldd t wr{tien t a i{ no^-i Adar f S A UJ,d *I tUe P en » ame 1 
the f/nnt V?7 f riT * eu a novel, I haven t arrived at 

"frJTf u f:: 1 . a,ul chartrts ?iac> »•* j..** 


Wednesday, November 28th, 19 56. 


Memorandum• 

It seems to me 1 don't recall an example of "off again 
on again" attempts at establishing a contact that is just like 
the plans so often made and scuttled by Madam Stirling, Per 
letter, enclosed herewith, represents the latest effort, and, 
for once, ,1 am going to respond b discouraging the food item 
contained in the proposition. Four belles appearing in winter 
for a picnic under existing circumstances t seems to me a fairly 
large order. If the "circumstances" didn't exist ,.t the moment, 
they might dine with me but since it does exist and she knows enough 
n bout it to recognize the problem to the point of suggesting 
a picnic at Yucca , it seems to me the suggestion is but 
definitely out of order, I 3hall suggest that a previous 
commitment prevents me from being at home before 1:30, and that 
will enable her to dine with her kin folk in Alexandria or 
where ever and so make a round, if make it,she must. 


Milton beckerman telephoned me this evening to a3k me 
on behalf of the Lion's Club of Natchitoches to speak there at 
a noon dinner on the 4th of E eC ember . I remarked 1 had just 
explored the contents of a note in behalf of four ladies, asking 
if they might dine at Mdrose and he very graciously asked me to 
extend an invitation to my prospective guests to break bread 
with the Lions, If the pessibility of a skunk being present at 
t e big house on that day prevents me from inviting them 
there, I do not intend asking them to grace the board of the Liens • 
Perhaps I may use the South Louisiana guests as an excuse to 
get out of the Lion's dinner myself and employ the invitation as 
good reason for the ladies coming here after dinner, Wasn t 
It timely that both matters should come up at the same time, 

The Lions have asked me to speak on the current drift, —if 
anything else but, —in foreign affairs • That ought to be 
easy enough since L know nothing bout the subject. He 3aid the 
Lions would prefer having me 3peak alone but if I preferred, they 
would invite an ex-Fzcts *‘orum associate and a couple of other peopli 
for a forum discuss,ion in which I might play the dual role of chairmc 
^ndpartic ipan,t. I appreciate the invitation but shall be glad to 
le^ve it in more capable hands. 










r.i 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1 1 VS 


8315 




8316 


hursday, .November 29th, 19 56. 


Mr. Eeckernman had another point or t wo he wanted to make. 

He said The ^nterprise is moving into pleasant waters so far as their 
plans for the coming year go 'and that some recent across the year 
publishing contracts has made it possible for them to increase 
.their press production and that he envisions doings some 
artcles and what not und would like to discuss some of these 
plans with me while they are still embryonic, . 

*v . •. r • • <• r I * V 

.♦ 

He -Iso said he had heard 1 was to open the Carrier and Ives 
exhibition e^r'ly in Decern, er and u sked if he might make a 
recording of the speech on tape, I told him I had no objection 
if he wanted to throw away good tape on such a project but that 
I would , of course, have to ask the Peyton Cunninghams if they minded 
since ttieir brother, Ch rles, is the Editor of the other paper in 
town, I assume the P, Cunninghams can't object too much since 
they are basing their firing of th.e opening gun of the show on 
my presence, 

Mr. Eeckernman also said he wanted to ask me about 
n nother point. He said that at this time of the year the newspapers 
usually put out a subscription drive to increase their circulation 
and it is customary to give some sort of a "come-on " to the 
new subscriber. He wondered if we could work out a deal that 
would work in the cook book. He said there will be considerable 
advertising of the article in the dri ve -andthe Entprprise hoped 
to find something that would tie in with the region as a way of induce 
n nd that the cook book would be perfect. I told him I thought we 
could arrive at a favorable figure on the book to be used in this 
connection. He was delighted So am I. He had forgotten 
*bout the co-author c nd when 1 reminded him of the artist, he 
was doubly delighted since the presence of a person of color in connec 
with the authorship of the book would have extra appeal to prospective 
subscri ers of color. And so thj.t seemed to be a pretty 
good 10 minutes of telephone onoersation all round. 

bit 

Ounoeather warmed during the night and this morning the radio 
reported local emperature at 34 while Baton Rouge, a couple of hundred 
s 2V$ti><. Tri0 IP or less, was down to 28. 1 t sounds silly that 

i&wi sp5 "“ t,,e do » tn 

Madam He gar d is d c finitely nn + /, a - ^ occasional antiquated baby sittii 
y ae Si"*itely on the frail side but up G nd slowly about... 


Memorandum : 

It never got above 42 today but will sag only to 
28 tonight, it is said, which, of course, is low enough 
to wobble the banana plants and give a dubious outlook 
on next year's crop. But Saturday will be warmer again and 
Sunday colder and thus we approach- the coming of winter, still 
3 weeks off. 

Madam Regard continues very frail. I had coffee 
with her this morning although her hands were shaking 
so madly she had to contrive variousways to get the cup 
to her lips, and I visited her again along r _bout first 
dark tonight as she was quite alone. J. H. had gone 
to :4 evaDrleans with some R. E. A* people and Celeste had 
gone to town long before the coffee hour in the morning 
to .ttend a bazaar and had not returned as yet after sun down, 
existing circumstances, it is amazing how much courage 
3he exhibits in leaving her mother alone from dawn to dusk. 

I rounded up some transparent shellac today and took the 
opportunity of a.quiet afternoon to slap a coat of the 
stuff on a flock of Hunter canvases I am getting read 
for 1957 marketing. in spite of the chill, the day was a good 
one to work out of doors on such a chore, what with the sun 
bright an d no breeze sailing dust a bout. Just as I 
had not only the pictures but myself pretty 
well gummed up. Dr. and Mrs. McCook came, —the first 
time I had seen Jerry ( Mrs. McCook) i n perhaps a year or 
two or longer as she has been ailing since 3he suffered 
a stroke and her recuperation has been prolonged because 
her physicians are Christian Science readers. She is able to 
walk with a cane but cannot manage her left leg very well and 
the foot protrudes to the side so that one is well ad'ised to 
stay to the right of the lady as she moseys along. I 
thought both husband and whife unusually tiresome today as 
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November 30th, 19 56 


I was anxious to complete my efforts before the 
shellac got out of hand and because tiie IfcCooks, it seemed 
to me, should skip visits to Yucca anyway since they don't 
care for anythighing having to do with people of color, 

Then, too, what they had to tell me somehow seemed so unlikely 
some details tiiat I felt it unkind to pursue a line of inquire 
which I should like to have made. 


They said that some "ian and his wife in town, --Winn, 1 
believe is the name, —and they thought I knew them, - had 
brought them a marvelous collection of ante helium jewelry 
to inspect the other day, and they thought the Winns were 
under the impression they might buy, —for the KcCooks have lo 
money. But Jerry said the jewelry, while lovely, would 
almost reqv.ire costumes to go with it and so she didn't invest 
She menti ned one lo >ely gold pin, —a golden rose on a golden 
stem with golden leaves, —the rose itselve being a closed bud 
That was for aftrnoon wear but if one v ere going out for an ev 
Po. r ^y* the same piece might be worn, the petals of the golden 
rose folding back to present a fully blown flower, and the 
petals when thus opened revealing splendid diamonds within, 

It certainly sounded delightful and 1 should like to see it. 


They s. id it and i.he other pieces in the collection,, --so 
the McCooks, in quoting the Winns, - had come from Rcsedown, o, 
place, having be found concealed behind a sL u ck cf rolled up 
mgs, following the death, of the iost Bowman sister, and that 
the "inns had been, designated by the heirs to dispose of the 
jewels 'in Natchitoches,, Naturally I said nothing but 
I didn t put much reedence in the tale. In the j'irst place, 
we know that Bowman gals had been selling off family treasures 
for decades before their death. It would seem as though 
jewelry would have been one of the first things to dispose 
of, , As I recall there are ~hout 50 some odd heirs of the 
Rosedown estate. It seems most unlikely 50 odd people c uld a 
on such a sale but if they could, it seems even more unlikely 
they would desginate Natchitoches instead of New rleans, Pew 
or some such of a 100 places, not forgetting the Houston milli 
who bought nosedown, to dispose of tiie jewels. However it is, 
doesn't matter, but I shallpursue the thing a littl with 
interest, 

wo much for tiie golden rose of Rosedown and probably wx 
Prs, Stirling can cost more light in that 
direction eventually, being aRosedown neighbor,,,,,. 
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of the forest of M~rly a half dozen miles away. I am. in short, 
thoroughly entranced with the whole business and I c all down 
blessings on you for having provided me with so much pleasure 
not only for this week end but for all the week-ends ahead, 

I had a telephone call from Mil'lspaugh ' s this morning at the 
coffeee hour, asking for some cook books. Celeste said she was 
driving her motner into town at 1 :30 to get a vitamin shot from 
te lady doctor and so I made the most of the ride in and right 
b n ck,. While Madam Regard was in the car, following her office call, 
ta'lkii\ with some lady whn she recognized while passing along the street 
Celeste having gone into the drug store to do a bit of shopping, 
the lady doctor, catching sight of me from her office, asked me 
to step inside while waiting, i thought she looked well although 
she said she was casting about for servants to replace a cook and 
a nurse but thought she was going to make it alright. She asked me 
wh^.t 1 thought bout her patient, a said I thought she was failing. 

She said her vitality is certa nly less and said she supposed 1 knew the 
cause of it. I told her 1 assumed that if, instead of working 
on Madam Regard, she coul({ cure her daughter, Madam Regard would be 
n ll up and doing. She said she never felt she had heard the case 
diagnosed more perfectly. She said she could think of few if any people 
who had such a free hand and so much of everything by way of worldly 
oods and found it so odd that she was alibays in such a tizzy, going 
from here to there aid always so "over-worked". We agreed she i as 
the one who is taking the startch out of Madam Regard and we both be 
the f ct that we couldn't do something about it. What curious 
combinations humanity c an contrive for itself and for the 
enervation of others and how much would be the shock if anyone 
could impart the truth to them. 

Back home within the hour, 1 found Mrs. Clark of Natchitoches and 
her son-in-law and daughter waiting for me. I believe Mrs.Clark is a ha. 
sister of Madam Beaufort. She lives in the lovely old Walmsley house 
in ,town, once headquarters of eneraj Dick'^aylor. The purpose of 
their vi3it was to,invite me to dinner next Friday night when they are 
having a few guests in honor of the Baltimore daughter and son-in- 
law and some official from Washington, I believe. I declined on 
previous engagement grounds, —so sorry, —an engag ement with my 
reading machine. 

i v 

I know not why, but I was vaguely surprised to note a Marshall can¬ 
cellation on a letter from Carolyn. But as I have long siyce given up t 
to figure out her unpredictable moves, I suppose J shouldn t have 
been s urprised even at tlte Marshall mark. I was sorry to learn things 
were going by sixes and sevens again in St. Ann Street. Lordy, 

Lordy, what sucffles my "children " seem to get into...... 


Sunday, December End, 19 56 


Memorandum: 

It was a pleasant week end, as week ends go, —the 
3 ky cloudless and, for a change, the sunshine warm. It 
was a pleasure, in fact, to have all doors and windows open 
throughout this Sabbath and I find myself wondering if 
the Town Fathers will be as lucky with next week end's weather 
when the lighting festivities are supposed to get under way 
wittf a b a ng. 

On the home front this Sabbath there was much religious 
activity, although not especially on home ground. Celeste 
was head ng for town by 7;30 this morning where she participated 
in some sort of doings which will eventually entitle her 
to a certificate of some kind from the Monsignor, indicat¬ 
ing that she has made som many hurdles in her race for 
ideal Catholicism or some 3uch. Some mulatto neighbor 
picked up Madam Regard and took her to the local Church 
for her participation in the usual Sunday morning mass at 
St. Augustin's. 

J)Inner wasn't rushed but immediately afterward, Celeste had t 
take off for town again for more doings and, in view of the lady 
doctor's observatibns the other day and my own opinion, Madam 
regard, although pretty much by herself these days, is probably 
improving through the calm prevailing while bi herself. 

\ . , _, s , , o. ' v V . j 

In speaking of money matters the other day, Celeste remarked 
she thought the worst thing imagineable was a person living 
beyond his means. I concurred, only she was thinking of 


moai 


’Saturday aftevnoon I had some pleasant visitors for 
an hour's chat. Mr. and Mrs. James Livingston of town brought 
down a Lafayette couple visiting them for the week end. It 
turned out that the couple have an old home somewhere on property 
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Monday, December 3rd, 2956 


Memorandum : 

The thermometer was in the 80 s this afternoon and the 
premise for the morrow is the same thing. At thisrate, there ough- 
to be plenty of rain or snow and cold by festivity time on Satu da i 
the changeable sequence of weather carries through along usual 
line 8, 


I laughed to myself today when 1 heard something „bout the 
opening of the Currier and I v es exhibition which will be 
on Wednesday afternoon at 3. What made me smile in my beard was 
the, thought of poor Rosalind who always s eems to be having to play 
second fiddle whenever she and I find ourselves connected with the 

same project, _ /or it was thus in the 2T thing and the Pilgrimage 

a nd today I learned she had been asked to pour at the Courier and 
doings, Mildred Cunningham telephoned me to say that the radio 
people had asked if she thought I would mind if my song and dance 
should be broadcast, and, as though to get me in a happy frame of 
before asking that question, she said she knew 2 would d be deligt 
to learn that she had just invited my friend, Rosalind, to, 
assist at the coffee urn or jb punch bowl or whatever, Isn t it 
nice that Mildred and the rest of the town labors under the impresi 
that Rosalind and I are the fastest of friend, but then, of course, 
they couldn't possibly know about the decapitated choir boy, Thelrr. 
Kyser will also serve as hostess, along with Mildred, I suppose, 

Mrs. Wood telephoned me this evening to say she had just been 
talking with a friend of. mine in town whom she had met on the s tree 
toating my Chirstmas present under Rer arm. I was pressed for time 
Mrs. *ood called but I learned before she got through that the lady 
she had encountered was Thelma Kyser and the gift a brown jacket 
a nd that nosalind is spending a couple of days with the President's 
wh.le John is away, and thus Rosalind will have an opportunity to le 
zj bcut the Chirstmas gift and will appear at the opening of the exh 
and all this in spite of the fact that it is said Rosalind is terrii 
jealous of me and G$d alone knows why. 

Poor. Rosalind . und poor Lois Lester, —both s* gifted and so 


view of my current reading of the Henry Adams Education. The 
man said he was a Colonel on General Patton's 3taff at the 
time of the fformandy invasion and cs the General required 
definite space for invasion operations, it fell to his Colonel 
to level a lovely old 13th cefitury Church not far from the coast 
a nd it is certainly easy enough to imagine how unhappy he 
must have been to be required to destroy this architectural jewel 
of the Mont St. Michel et Chartres period, 

' \ 

I c '.n't recall if I mehti ontd the laugh I got at a radio news 
cast the other day out of B^ton Rouge when the public was 
r dvised that Dr. Essae Mae Culver Wc,s about to issue certificates 
suitable for framing" to those who had read certain books as 
distributed by the Bookmobile. I'm afraid I wouldn't rate 
a certificate as I don't get my books from or through that medium 
Can you imagine framing a paper, certifying that you had read a c< 
number of books, I'll^bet Essae Mae could never get one legally. 
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Tew cr th.ree things on tonight's radio broadcasts 
impressed me, it seemed to me that E, Roscoe Mur row presented 
the strongest criticism of the President and his Secretary of Statt 
for their unknown policy in the Hear East that I have heard voice 
during the past two months. 

There was some talk on another news cast about the turn¬ 
coat American soldiers arriving in Bong-Kong after 4 or 5 years of 
volontary sojourn in China, The first thing the two young 
gentlemen could think of that they vxinted to do was to spend f 
the afternoon in viewing the movies, -imagine one j inding one s se. 
in Hong-Kong for a brief stay and finding nothing but the movies 
to interest t hem, Ru that wasn t what impressed me most, 

Th broadcast reported that the young gentlemen had been working 
in a piper mill behind the Bamboo Cirtain during the past five yea, 
receiving 18 dollars a month in line with salaries paid 
other workers and that the Red Cross had added 20 dollars a month 
to tneir salaries enabling them to get along better, I didn t 
know the Red Cross was ope rating in Red China, Perhaps it i,sn t 
the International Red Cross but a Red Red Cross if that isn t too 
redundant, a ut I can't imagine a Red Red Cross supplying the 
turn coats with an income larger by more than 1 00 per cent 
0 f their regular salary and I can see no reason by the lnternatiom 
or any other Red Cross organisation should supply these young 
jeiitlemen with Red Cross funds . I am pussled by the whole busmesi 



Then there was the warrantee by General Motors, as sponsors o v 
the Lowell *horns newscast. The listeners were assured in a fashu 
suggesting something exceptionally wonderful that every purchaser i 
a Delco battery would be given a warrantee that the Delco battery 
purchasered would, indeed, be a product of General Motors, 

Isn't that wonderful and I'y wondering if Lowell ■‘■honas or someone 
with sense would tell us what advantage that would be, other than 
Essae Mae s certificate, "suitable for framing to be presented 
to patrons of Bookmobile, signifying the person named had read 
so many books. So what, 

. . J I' 

On the bookish side, I find myself in the same depressed stat < 
experience when approaching the end of a book I like, for 
this present go-round with the Education of M, Adams now draws to 
close and I find 1 h a ve enjoyed t/>« booh even more than before 
nd that is saying much As 1 haven t anything else to hand at the 
moment, however, 1 may exchange a depression by a happy mood by 
starting at the beginning again and jogging along over the same Ji> 
until something else comes to. hand, . 
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Tuesday, December 4th, 2956. 




Memorandum j 

Our astonishing summer weather continues, the thermometer again 
in the 80's and the Weather Bureau pusshing back the predicted 
rain until Friday, —rain and cold, and I suppose, what with the warm 
a ir flowing northward from the Cu'lf, the rain and cold will not 
arrive until Sutu day which ought to be just dandy for the 
parades and the fireworks displays and the turning on of the lights 
in town, 

I listened ,to three newscasters in a row tonight, —Lowell Thomas 
Morgan Beatty and Mr, Murrow, All three of them reported, almost se 

for sentence, tlic news item from the Hugarian and none of them seemed 
find anything odd about it, I was perfectly delighted with the tale 
since it will make a perfect opener for my spiel on 0 urrier 
2 nd Ives tomorrow, Tfte Hungarian report ran this way: - a crowd 
of women converged on the public square in Buda-pest today, deterimin> 
to place flowers on the tomb of the Unknown Soldier in defiance of 
Russian commands against public assemblies, When a vast throng had 
gathered together in the square, the Russian commanders ordered them ai 
but th,ey refused to budge whereupon the officers in charge, in order 
to frighten them, issued orders for the troops to fire a volley over 
the heads of the woman, which was done, wounding one lady in the leg. 
What marksmanship, What a lady, 

- . 

With that tale off my chest, 1 shall follow through by saying 
that I am going to train my gunss a little above the general subject 
of L urrier and Ives and see if I can wing one of the artist of the 0 ur\ 
a nd Ives crowd c nd so do the history of Currier and Ives by concentrate 
on Louis Maurer, 

The enclosure from James is equally interesting for what it 
covers and what it doesn't, *ppi rantly research is still in progress 
on the Slave-Prince which is all to the good. But in view of Mrs, Mahi 
letter of a couple of days back and since ames and I used to go out tt 
the Mahier home together in the old days, I find it a little odd that 
he has never mentioned seeing Miss Mah in Hew Orleans and that no 
mention was made of the dinner he and Kay had at Miss Mah's home last i 
his own absence from the city accounting in part, I suppose, for the fc 
of letters from that quarter for a few Says, 

• v 
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Wednesday, December 5th, 2956 


The two letters in the noon pest from Mrs. Stirling suggested 
I might not see her and Uer party although 1 did not h^ve the servicei 
of a secretrary until hours after it was time for them to put in an ap 
Apparantly both Mrs. Stirling and Mrs. Stolkcs are determined to come 
and 1 must say that S will be easier to accommodate than 4. I 
h a ve been, so v?ry frank with Mrs. Stirling bout the local 
set-up that 1 am vaguely surprised she insists on coming right at 
the noon hour but 1 am tired of putting her off and so I shall write 
her that Friday, December 14th, will be just fine Frankly, I 
am not one to include Mrs. Stokes in my list of fauor.te people and 
she is definitely not the type capable of absorbing the type of civilii 
the Melrose setting has to offer, hailing as she does from Wisconsin i 
some such place and being made of the 3terner stuff which probably 
is a great asset for inhabitants of that firgit region. But 
come they must, it appears, and so, as in the old theatrical jargon, 
"j'lll marry the gal to get rid of her". 

* * 

The postman brought me no talking books and so I shal 1 have 
the pleasure of re-re-reading, if 1 may coin a word, from Mr. Adams' 
Eudcation. I shall dip into the 1860-1870 pages where Mr. Grant s 
Administration is given quite a going-over. I am net sure when 
Grant died but I suppose several of the people mentioned in that 
chapter must have been still alive in 1904 when Adams was writing it. 
Wha impressed me enormously was the point Adams made that many people 
felt that Grant never thought although since few people ever got to 
see the ^resident, nobody was quite sure a bout it. The portrait 
as outlined by *.dams certainly suggests an exceedingly dull mind as pi 
by the ^resident .and somehow reminded me of Tolstoy's remark about 
the success of Gene als generally in that thinking, planning and givit 
orders for battle seemed to have nothing to do with the success 
or failure of their ende a vors. 

And at the same time, a ud somewhat uneasily, 1 was reminded 
of a recent portraint had read of Mr. Eisenhower wherein it was 
hinted that the President never cracked -a book and didn t read the nea 
1 recalled, too, that Jimmy *alker used to pride himself #n never gain 
at the daily press. And after that I shuddered a little. 

I don'.t suppose Tolstoy is 1 00 per cent right a bout miliatry 

matters in spite of the profuund study he ga~>e the matter but 
ssuming him to, be partically so, one might conclude that little or n< 
may bring excellent result in miliatary undertakings while in Foreign 
the greatest success is likely to accrue to those statemen who give th 

most.thought to the. subject .Surely one does better at the moment to c 

aS lizzie as possible in one s mma «n such matters since one, like Mr 

in the days of rant, can do nothing a bout them. No wonder Adorns even 
found so muc(f pleasure in jumping back 800 years to concentrate on 


Memorandum 


Our amazing summer weather continues, —80 in the daytime, 
the upper 60's at night and, oddly enough, there doesn't appear t 
be much evidence that the rash of colds usually a ccempanying such 
summery weather in December is manifesting itself as yet and so 
perhaps this may be the exceptional wrinkle to controvert the 
time worn adage that "a green Christmas makes a fat graveyard". 


The crowd present was just right, neither too few nor too m 
I had an opportunity to take a quick look at the 2S pictures and 
to chat a little with a few people including the press and radio 
and photographers before being intorduced. By good luck, 
there was an electic outlet and a book case, the top of which ca 
about even with my chest, at precisely the logical place for 
me to harangue the assembly, enabling the tape recording machine 
to be installed out of sight but in a position where every word 
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Thursday, December 6th, 1956. 


The individuals making up the crowd were net particularly 
inspiringbut in spite of that, I discevered in the midst of 
the deings that my enthusiasm had reached a point where 
I inadvertently used the adveili, "slap", suggesting that 
I was reverting to Cane “iver paQ&lance in place of the 
more dull perfection of mere or less perfect English, and 
I thought that a good sign, especially as it was bound to 
j a r some of the more sedate ladies and gentlemen present. 

There were several members of the clergy present, some 
newspaper people, a smattering of college faculty and a flock 
of society biddies and I noticed Blythe and some of 
the Brevesties, etc., etc. Following the concentration of. L„uii 
Maurer, the refreshment hour followed, with Rosalind and Thelma 
doing honors at the urns and people co a gulating in li tie knots 
of 3ff and 4 1 s, everyone chatting and every once in a 
while, somebody or other looking at the urrier and Ives. 


The telephone call wtiich. interrupted me above was from Mill 
Cunningham. She said she had received so many calls from 
people who had not be able to a ttend or who had not heard ibcut 
it until after the opening had closed that she wondered if she 
could persuade me to repeat my performance on the Sunday 
afternoon between Christmas and i4 ew Year's when csi other 
r: nd fully as interested a mob would like to participate. 

I am not too anxious to put in another appearance but 
it might serve the purpose if 1 appeared for coffee, with 
the understanding that today s performance had been present in 
tape recording form before,I make my bow to chat with the 
visitors informally. 

A telephone call from the radio station asks if 
I would mind el n borating on certain points, merely touched upon 
in my spiel. It was explained that this could be done by 
m a king a recording of my telephone conversation if I did no 
find it convenient to come to the studio. I ve got 


aPicture of what such an attempt to result in, especially when 


a rtist or some of he 
telephone and horn in 


grandchildren happened to pick up the 
on the party line, there bye giving the 


whole thing a wonderful effect for a discussion of primitives 
but no 1 very s uitable for Currier and Ives. 


on s 
give 


Well, so much for an afternoon in town. 1 apologise for to 
o many uninteresting points but perhaps the details will 
you .seme notion of the3et up, even though they be tiresornem 


e > j-j 1 v 


>w«o<S ” 


Memoafndane had so much pleasure, while listening to tonight s 
news casts, —not for what they had to relate but rather because 
I was holding the Vanderlyn folio in my lap, turning it over and 
over and meditating on the illustrations and thinking again 
‘or the billionth time, as I contemplated the unfolded panorama 
of Versailles that it is indeed in horizontal what the RCA build 
is in verticle, each a monument and a symbol of its 
own particular century and the respective centuries way of life. 

Our summer weath-r continues, the thermometer still in the 
but an increasing cloud coverage •• A cold front is 
said to be slowly sliding this way, bringing rain with it. 

At noon-is was passing Oaklahoma City a'nd should be here by 
Saturday b t I am hoping, as has happened so often in the past, 
it may get stalled on the ?ort "orth line and peter out before 
reaching here, —it would be such a pity af to have the 
afternoon parade and the evening fireworks in town spoiled by 
cold and rain, and especially after such a prolonged 3pell 
of ide a l weather for such business. 

x he day’s post brought the enclosure from A ay which 1 have 
waded through a little uncertainly but believe I got all the sal 
points. I believe she mentions thap.she and James will 
spend Christmas at Baton Rouge with Miss Mah # That will be a 
gay gathering what with all the Mahiers dissembling for the festi 
including Eli from Morman and Frances (BAandon) from Matches, el 
etc. T think Kay needs a lot of such business for I am under 
the impression that because of a variety of reasons, some of whi 
she may have contributed, the five fifty years of her life have 
been a little bleak c» the side of Christmas festivities. 

Isn’t it pitiful that one should go through life with a gold spt 
in his mouth and always a frowsy Christmas tree. Somehow it jui 
doesn't seem to make sense, ^ut if she participates in the 
Mahier celebration, I feel perfectly sure she is going to have i 
time of_her life• 

is i haven t yet read Aunt "illie’s last letter, 1 know noi 
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mentions her plans for ^hristmas blit whatever they may be , one ( 
must assume from Kay's Baton Rouge plans that Aunt Millie doesn 
expect to scoot from Honolulu to Hollywood , as between L'ecemher 
30 th and Hath, as had originally been contemplated, for, were 
she planning to be b~ck for Christmas, I feel sure Kay would 
not be planning to be in Louisiana at that time. 

i 1 had tears on my shoulder at the coffee hour this morning, 
somewhere between the store and the house across the fence. I 
met Celeste at the s tore and gave her a hand in carrying some 
groceries back home. She explained that she was out playing 
cards last night and her leg just below her knee hurt her, <<e 
stopped in the middle of the greensward, she incl ning her head 
on my shoulder and, among sobs, explained she simply was going 
to the hospital where she could be well waited upon in case her 
leg didn t'fee'l better immediately, v uring the demi-tasse of co 
not of tears, which followed on reaching the house, the 
telephone rang a couple of times, —speculation had already been 
made regarding a game somewhere in town this afternoon, and 
in response to each telephone call, she jumped, up and ran with 
keen anticipation, apparently .forgetting she was supposed to'-imp 
And poor Madam Regard, all tangled up with aches and pains, wink 
me and we went on sipping our coffee, 

• 

The artist telephoned me a hcut <9:30 tonight . She said 
she had been b a ck beyond little river in the woods all day picki 
pecanes and wondered if I had come by to see the picture she was 
making . interruptioh . 

Mrs. *ood just telephoned me. She had, spent the day in 
prison at Texarkana to which she and a bevy of people who are ta 
courses in Sociology at Horthwestern travled for a bit of a 
field trip . One Jwxrx On January 10th, the same group 
will go to spend the day at Angola to note the differences betwe 
the Arkansas and Louisiana methods in prison ope rations. She 
said she was delighted with everything she had to see, the 
pl a ce was so immaculate and the absence of force being so nct r >bl 
for a prison. It is a f^ct that the guards in the turrets 
have n mple fire arms but none of the guards or other people 
in the prison itself carry arms. The prisonners were b pale bl 
clothing, the civil employees white, the guards gray. The 
age limits run from nbvut 17 to 75, the 75 year old inmate 
is a negro who has been to the place several times for boot'leggi 
I was delighted with his l[eal name, --a bootlegger mind you, — 
Pink Lemon. It sounds as though he might have been designed at 
to h a ve something to do with making cocktails, doesn t it . 


I 


8330 

JtD* 


Friday, Lecember 7th, 1956, 


Memorandums 

I was glad X was at the s tore this morning just after tht 
m„il arrived so I could walk back across the road with Celesti 
who read me the perfectly delightful letter from little 
Miss Lee. She was altogether delighted and so was I, and as 
proud as I could be in having such a perfect example of 
the ideal compesiti on which will serve as an inspiration to mi 
whenever in the future I am confronted by a job of penning 
one such. Celeste rushed into the house to read it to her mar 
fnd l have no doubt 1 shall hear about it from the latter, tot 
within the next 84 hours. 

Celeste has her leg bandaged at the knee or just below i'< 
I gather she has strained a muscle or some 3uch. She said tht 
. l a dy xioc.tor told her to keep off her feet for 48 hours which 
was yesterday's admonition but which no attention is paid 
She streaked to the store twice tliis morning in the face of twi 
servants who could just as w ell have done so for her and this 
afternoon she left home at 1 and had not eturned by dark, —a 
game in town, 1 suppose. Tomorrow she has her two nephews con 
from L. S. U . and some kin fslks from tansura or some such 
pl a ce for the fireworks in tswn and for Sunday, 1 suppose. B\ 
Monday things ought to be going pretty nicely, 1 should imagit 

This week's Enterprise goes forward in the same post as t 
letter. There is a picture at the bottom of the front 
page that may give some notion as to the appearance of the 
glass panels making up the wx side of the building giving 
on the river from the. library, —the panels more or less at tt 
center and left of the picture. I did not know any photograpt 
were taken until after Wednesday's speech-making, as no bulbs 
exploded during the session aL though there were a i»p2e cannonat 
afterward. Someone said that highly sensitized film is 
sometimes used successfully inside if there is ample light, at 
was apparantly the case in the case of this film • I 
suppose the Shreveport papers a week hence may carry clearer 
shots than the one in today's paper. 
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On the literary front, I m having the same 
struggle with the .'few Orleans Public Library for Tci king 
that I alw a ys seem to have at this s eason. My plea is tt 
send me a few extra velumes so that they may be to hand dur 
the holidays and at the same time avid weighting down the 
a t a time when they are the heaviest o the entire year 1 

have been nursing enry Adams along new for seme time 
with a hope that something else might come to hand real set 
I have Just finished a secon q[ re-reading and am about te ur 
take a third. Odd, isn't it hew the insitututien3 designe 
fer circulating beeks a re so‘indifferent c hcut it. vut 
I never tire e Mr. Adams and re.~ding him ever and ever ago 
always affords pleasure even theugh 1 sheuldn't mind cSi ethe 
dab of subject matter new and then. I must ask Miss Kate I 
te identify ene er twe people te whem Adams refers covertli 
in his Educatien. One such example comes in the sectien de 
with Ad c ms visit te Lenden ,j n Me recalls his initiaj 

Londen visit in 1858 and his proloAged stay ef years beginr< 
in 1861 and . goes on te ebserve in 1870 thatLendon life 
had been changing and that many ef the great houses he had 
frequented in the 1860's were closed er were closing aLtho t 
"with the American girl and the Jew banker one might go er 

te Marlborough House still . etc etc." *Off hand, I 

might assume that "the American girl" juxtaposition te 
Marlborough House referred te Censuele Vanderbilt but 
I can t believe she became Duchess ef Marlborough as early 
as 1870 and I can t think who the "Jew Banker" might mean 
while Jay Geu'ld was very influential * business circles tr 
n s well as Mew erk, he somehow doesn't seem te fit into th 
setting. Besides I don't even know if the Goulds were Jewi 
or net, certainly net orthodox since Helen (Mrs. Finley J. 
Sheppard) was Episcopalian and Anna (Duchessc de Tallyrand) 
was Catholic. 1 11 ask M ss Kate a beut this fer she may be 

up on her Ad a ms if net on her, Marlborough House. Come te 
think ef it, there was another American girl, --from Hgqhes 
4b*v>ho must have been in the Churchill - Marlborough set in th 
'Winston's m a ma. Henry told us so many things so well „nd 
we st.ill are crying fer mere • I think 1 shall begin 
bombarding the Library ef Congress te record the *enry Ad a n, 
Life ef Jefferson which they probably will net de, since th 
currently working on the E> umaS Malone opus but it will de n 
harm te try and should be as valuable recorded as Ellery Qu 
mystery stories • And so the week end begins, cloudy and wa 
and may these attending the Saturday frolic in town have fu 
,' v . ; r . 


Sunday, December 9t , 19 56. 


Memorandum: 

The Saturday noon Weather Bureau broadcast was unusually 
interesting, reporting as it did that while the 
thermometer stood in the 70's, it was getting ready to 
drop about 40 degrees although nobody was able to predict Jui 
when. It seems the mass of frigid Canadian air, rolling dewr, 
from the Northwest, had struck a snag on a» uncertain line 
between Marshall and Long View, Texas, about 45 miles North c 
Shreveport and was moving forward and backward, forward and l 
r ,id the gentlemen whose business it is to chart the trends we 
slowly losing their minds at the strange performances. 

It was partly cloudy jn this region and remained so all 
the parade went off safely, —that is to say, dry, —in 
town and the fireworks exploded on schedule along about 8 
o'clock. It wasn't until two hours later that the 
cold front finally broke 'through the wavering lines of 
the morning and by midnight it was obvious winter had come 
a lthough the rain on which we had counited by way of recompem 
for the cold never did show up. 

Ora telephoned me around 7, She said H.B. and the boys 
a nd gone across the river to look b a ck and observe the fire¬ 
works but that she had thought it better to remain at home. 

I didn't have to ask why for her voice was such by way of a c 
that I could scarcely understand her. She said she simply 
had to call me to do a bit of bragging, however, as 
she had submitted three flower arrangements for the 
Flower Show, being held at the Lemee House, and had received 
a red ribbon, a yellow one and a blue one, indicating that aj 
three entries had come through nicely. I was glad for her be 
her arrangements are grand to begin with and, unlike her sisi 
law. Madam Bearfcrt, she doesn't h a ve orchids flown in from ! 
Orleans but simply uses whatever likely leaves, flowers or gi 
n re available. 


I 
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And speaking of grasses, of which bamboo is one, I am 
reminded of the new issuance of an old popular song of 30 years bac 
seems to be enjoying a vogue among the disc jockies in this area, 
Th'e original piecee was called : "Underneath the B a ii-yan Tree", and 
was some sort of a sing-song thing like : " 

"Underneath the banyan treet, 

Oh, come and live with me, 

we shall be as happy a s can be, 

Underneath the banyan tree". 

But in re-i3suing the thing, the contempoury manipulators 
of Tin Pan Aliev appear to know nothing about horticulture and the 
son now runs, -and we shall live as happy as can be, underneath 
the bamboo tree". 


Monday, December 10th, 19 56 


Memorandum: 

The strains and twists and turns of the holiday season 
begin to manifest themselves and it must be conceded 
that an element of novelty appears when one invites the 
devil j.nd his family to join in helping to celebrate 
Christ's birthday. And so things will relax and tighten 
as the impending season advances. 

And the mercury will expand and contract, especially 
the latter, I suppose in the days ahead but it is pleasant 
to report that yesterday's cold snap gave way to warmer 
weather today and a rising temperature is promised for 
tomorrow after a low of 36 tonight, 

The social whirl steps up its pace a little, if that, inde 
be possible. The ladies were in town thisafternoon and tonight 
Celeste will attend a party of the famous Book Club, no 


Before we know it, somebody will be altering the words of 
"The Shade of the Old Apple Tree" to read "The °hade of the Old 
Pine Apple Tree", I suppose, which wouldn't be so different since 
a pineapple bush isn t a tree any more than is bamboo, 

I was delighted with one report I received concerning last 
night's tur ing on of the lights in town. 1 should explain that 
in this area, nobody ever saw a sleigh but sometimes two or three 
boards, like a raft, are nailed together and pulled along flat on 
ground to ahul he^vy object and it is styled a slide. Be 
it remembered, too, that some of my untutored friends in 
their 20's never heard tell of a reindeer. Bence my delight in 
this report : 


"The firworks was alright, them rockets and all....but 
if you could have just seed them regular things that stay lighted a. 

Christmas on the river b z nk . such a pretty red Santa Calus... 

such a pretty red....and he was ridin' on a pretty slide . and sc i 

of the finest little old mules was a-drawin' him you ever seed . 

V) . " *■ ‘ m >1 %V’ . i. 

Don't you love the mental picture that evokes, --Santa on a si 
hauled along by mules. 

. w**J • 4 » */ » / o . « 'O • *1 •! 3 I> "J . y 

Cejeste reported that everything was darling, cocktail parties 
da- ngs at the hotel, etc., etc.- She left right after noon Saturday 
I have no dqa at what hour she got back last night. She said 
* her leg was.'. t too h z d and this afternoon she spent in town againfor 
further social activities. It was estimated fifty thousand people 
the *ulf area came tc see the doings. What lots of people it seems' 
take to make such a wonderfully complex sort of a world . 
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then feeling rather noble about the whole thing. 

The enclosure from the Crescent City seems to have 
taken long enough, in view of the stepped up mail 
deliveries, —Thursday until Monday, It was pleasant to 
have the news items included which had already come to hand 
a week earlier through othersources and in spite of a few 
messages during that interim direct which hadn't mentioned them 
before, I think there must be atouch of Mary Baker 
Eddy-ism i n the assumption that, following a period of when thin * 
h a d been out of balance, perfectly smooth sailing might 
be expected straight ahead for ever so long. Vaguely it 
seems to me I have heard something in the same tenor 
somewhere before. 



Last night Carolyn 'phone from Marshall at 9, She 
reported having returned on Saturday from Waco where she had beet 
working on her book, I thought the thing had been finished a wet 
or two b a ck before hanksgiving but I must have been mistaken, 

She said it was due in Mew York on this 10t-i £ Lecember but that 
she had but just finished the last page and would air mail it 
on the 10th, This seems to be just one more of those hectic 
scuffles with a dead-line which, perhaps, are a necessity with 
seme people although as a policy, it wouldn't suit me at all f 
but each>man to his own poison, I had written her recommending 
that at least one picture of the Christmas festivities, —the 
fireworks or the set pieces, be included in the contemplated 
volume on Natchitoches and suggested that instead of 
using a photo, one might use a reproduction of Mr, Kleiser's 
painting of said doings since in his painting he included a 
suggestion of the rockets thems -Ives plus Cane River in the fore¬ 
round, therebye identifying the explosion with a definite 
place which the usual photograph of a skyrocket in action 
seldom incorporates locally. She said 3he felt a picture 
of the set pieces reflecting in the water would be as effective 
a s the rockets appearing the inte Kleiser co mpo sition 
and I agreed. She said she might or might net get down 
prior to Christmas to get such a picture w but would be so 
busy at heme up to the last minute before taking off for the Sugc 
Bowl game that she would scarcely have time to pause in her south 
flight. She said Helen and several Waco people are planning to 
go to the New Year '3 game in the Crescent City as their 
Alma Mater will be represented by one of the contending squads. 

I can but marvel at the zest a nd enthusiasmwith which people 
contemplate 3Uch festivals. How pleasant I find it to anticipat 
the pleasure of "staying put" while the world skids on to 
greater crowds and compounded hurly-burly . 



Tuesday, December 11th, 1956. 


Memorandum : 

The warm weather came back, cloudy and humid, but 
try as it might, the rain didn't seem able to make it and 
although there was a slight mist at times, it never really registt 
on thingttje .post, the Crhistmas cards are beginning 
to trickle in # In the letters section, the enclosures signify clt 
enough that nothing of moment is stirring. S§ far as M r $\ 

Stirling s goes, it suggests that in spite of everything she was 
at long last able to swell her passenger list a little. She , 
has so much good sense in many respects, it seems odd she can t gt 
the point that there is convenience in small numbers, so far 
as this tend of the river is concerned and long before new, I sho t 
think she would have learned that "only two people can talk". &ui 
perhaps stye wants to entertain some of her neighbors more than he 1 
a nd doesn t ponder on the possibility that I migfyt not. 

Her reference to taking back with her a small bay tree 
is amusing. The small bay she has in mind is small only 
sprouts from the terminal rout which probably gees down into 
the ground about 20 to 30 feet. As this is the only b c y of its 
kind in this section of the G-u'lf area, I wouldn't he likely 
to dig it up and what she would do with such a titanic 
root systen weight tons, I wouldn't know, especially with her 
car already pretty well wedged out by ladies she has already engaQ 
to haul. . 

I smiled at James' reference to Alice and Mary, When 
James lived in B n ton Rouge, 1 tried my be 3 t to get"him 
acquainted with Mary Whitaker who has a pretty home there, and 
as he had already known Alice when visiting here with Roane, it 
seemed odd he wouldn't make a bow in her direction. After he 
moved to New Orleans, I recommended he get in touch with 
Alice at the saye time he w a s in line to meet Bob and Batty, 
but that couldn t be put over either. D C w it looks as though self 
interest * } , or under pressure .might ccomplish what would have 
been, so easily have been a well establishedacquantance 

• f 

I couldn t help laughing to myself when he mentioned having 
asked Miss Myra about the Fosters. I doubt very much if Miss Myra 
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knows who built her own Devereux and she certainly told me 
h*- elf she thought M was mistaken when 1 once mentioned that 
the ^arshells had lived 'there. Naturally ± let that one sail ove 
my head since it wouldn't make Miss Myra any happier, I 
suppose, if she knew that it was a Dcvereux that Mrs. Marshall 
concerted with the Marshall colored coachman which ended up 
by her giving birth to a couple of mulatto offspring and an 
ultimate divorce . In sliort, Miss Myra is not concerned with 
legal or historical point ■ .nd °ames will not get to first base 
07 1 that tack. J - have written him for the do 2 exxth time 
that % bdith Wyatt Moore is the proper source, suggesting he 
write her and that he see her wheii he axxd lay go to Matches. 

On the home front, things reck along much as usual. With 
the cook at the big house still indisposed, one dines across the 
fence. Celeste is awfully busy, "nobody knows" and there was 
a Carden Club meeting in the morning which got her back only in 
time to say Goodbye to the "oekmobile ladies befftee dinner, after 
which she had to hurry back'to town to see "War and Peace" 
and a Catholic Daughters party was scheduled for the evening. 

1 baby sot wit Madam Regard until the retunx from War and Peace, 

3 and a half hour show, which then- put the clock at 7:30, o?id 

2 pulled out forthwith as a vast cascade o complaints about bein± 
worked began pouring forth and poor Mad a m Regard's hands begaix 
shaking like the last leaves on the end of a branch in a high 
wintery blast. At nooix she expressed the hope we wouldn't mind 
waiting for her for supper, --we sup a t 5 these days, and, of 
course, we wouldn't mind, but there wus vast complaints on her 
returxx at 7:30 because we had waited. "Damned if you do and damnet, 

f you don't" and sometimes I wonder if the darned thiixg will net 
sometimes simply fly every which way wxder its own internel press i 

All these wry faces 1 seem to be making must nuke mighty 
dull reading After all, even candid camera shots if kept up 
endlessly can become a bore. And besides, there's the gayer side, 
such as Emmett and Erwin who are so filled with a spirit of co¬ 
operations these days that I canixot undertake the cutting 
of a frost-blighted stalk of butterfly lily that they aren't right 
there uxxder foot,, as they gr a b hold of each fallixxg stem to 
help pull it apart with a view to discovering some elusive 
bug they can round up for a dab of aperatif. 

A couple of calls have come through from educatieixal a nd 
religious sources, askiixg if if it is true that I .might be repeati 
the Currier and Ives thing at the Library on the Sunday after.iooxx 
Christmas and Hew Years. The hopes of the ^unninghams must be 
the father of thisrumor of repetiti o:\andl haven t decided 





Historical Collection, 
PERMISSION TO 
COPYRIGHT. 


8338 


Wednesday, December 12th, 19 56. 
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Memorandum: 

Warm and sprinkly all day but less than a half an inch 
of rain came down within the past 24 hours. A tornado is 
suggested for Horth Louisiana between 9 axxd 10 tonight 
axxd tomorrow will be a dab colder, it is said.. I hope we 
get some real rain before the cold gets here and thus gain moist i 
without snow. 

It was so nice to see the cook back oxx her feet and 
holding forth in the kitchen for supper tonight. We had dined 
this noon across the fence, therebye exposing all of us to the 
tenseness of the hostess that is so wearing on digestion. There 
had been people in for coffee during mid morning and poor 
Madam Regard was so nerveous she couldn t make it for dinner. 

She got my ear for a moment and. said she wondered how long 
all this flying a bout could go on. Somebody had breught 
Celeste a camellia bush, —a lovely one, which came up to my heao 
theLambres of Lermuda having delivered it because Celeste is alwa 
so lovely and thoughtful to old Mrs. Lambre a beut t aking her 
to parties, etc. Celeste explained to me that she 
simply didxx't have time to see about having it planted as she 
had to go to town immediately after dinner as there was a party 
in the offing and I, of course, was glad to undertake getting 
the thing iixto the growxd. 

The morning's post breught nothing of interest. The 
enclosure speaks for itself but seems to give one but 
scant information as toanything definite. I cannot imagine 
going from Marshall to lt ewOrleans via Houston which would 
be something like going from Alb c ny to Hew York via uffalo. 

If it is a question of jetting the nephews transported to 
Houston, .I should imagine they are sufficiexxtly experienced 
to m^ke it by bus readily enough but that is just a guess 
on my part and one must remember that it might eliminate 
a perfectly good excuse to head out in that direction, should 
c?i impulse to Waco or 3ome such be in the offing • lo quote 
a n ancient plantation mistress: "Anything you do is alright 
but don't do it". 


1 













Thursday, December 13th,,1956 


The President er President Emeritus of the Camellia Sccie 
spoek in Shreveport last night, some gentleman from 
Cri nesville, Florida . He is reported to have pointed out 
that there are between 2,7 00 and 2,800 varieties of 
camellias, with somebody forever coming up with some new 
stain . In his opinion, however, the enthusiasts 
in this branch of horticulture would do well to 
remember that there are sturdy varieties of long 
standing which the fanaticis for novelty seem to have 
forgotten and since many of these older strains have 
given proof of their hardiness and satisfaction with 
the climate in which they have so long thrived, —some from 
early ante bellum and even colonial times, the gardeners 
would do well to single some of these out for their attention . 
I thought the point was well taken and recalled the 
ancient example of this earlier strain Mich Dr. Rand had 
discovered in the Felic ianas through his contacts 
with Miss Louise and others interested in the flora 
of that region. I often find myself wondering hew the h aure'l 
Hill ones are faring, --the oldest trees I know a'^d 
usually he„vy with flowers some 6 or 8 inches across at this 
time of the year, —pure white ones, more suggestive of 
grandiflor magnolias than camellias so far as size was concern 

I was profoundly impressed by the pessamiStic report of 
Eric Savereid on the prospects for the democratic Party 
in t night's broadcast and 1 was equci ly intrigued by a statem 
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I found the hostess wringing her hands, wondering why 
in the world Mother was so nervous. I suppose the flame of 
a match, when held against a cigarette, wonders by the tobacco 
burns. There followed a half hour in which - L was made acquainted 
with the rigors of the hostess's existence, never able to 
go an ywherc, so many demands made upon her time, etc., etc. 

I figure a psychiatrist is lucky in that he receives an income 
for providing a shoulder oh which ladies may weap in 
pity of themselves. 

Again I prayed the Hew Orleans Public Library to send me 
something to read but as nothing as yet has c cme to hand, 

I continue re-reading Henry Adams. I just chance to be at the ph j 
in the early 1900's where he mentions the newtheory of the 
students of the mind, to wit, that a person may be possessed of 
a split personality, Jr. Adams observes that for 60 years he had 
supposed everybody was possessed of at least a half dt> 2 en persondL 
so this new announcement on the part of Science contributed nothii 
to his education. 1 felt 1 knew precisely what he was tdking 
"bout. 

We received a little over 3 inches of ain during the past 
£4 hours, -,-the slow gentle variety which souks in wonderfully. 

The big. news in the sports field tonight is the 
trading of *ackie Ho bins on by the Dodgers to the Diants. 1 
have no cout that, I shall hear much about all this from 
my friends hereabout for Jackie always seems to have had mere 
appeal to the colored boys around here than any of the ether 
negro players on the major teams. 

I have seen but one colored boy since the news came over 
the radio and he expressed himself as feeling sorry for 
•Jackie. It was his assumption that Jackie must like the 
other beys he has played with for so long and that finding 
himself on another at team would make him feel sad, e special ly 
if and when he had to play against his former associates. 1 

did what 1 could to explain that being *n one team was like 
being on one plantation and that just as he had many friends livi 
on different plantations, so °ackie. probably had lots of friends 
on other teams and that for him, his place on the Diant's 
line up would be much like the boys around here when 
they had to decide which person would play on which team in 
order that they could get a game going and that since they 
were.,all engaged in the same enterprise, it really 
didn t seem to matter so much, since they all would 
e a ch other a 4 1 the time during the season. I 
think I wasn t entirely successful but it seemed to 
little and if the first shock of disappointment can 
the rest will be easy enough as the season begins a 
gets used to the new alighnment...... 


. 
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Friday, December 14th, 2956< 


emorand urn• 

And so, after all the fiddling b a ck and forth, today 
came and went and I saw no ladies from the Felic ianas although 
the weather was mild hut not sunny and the promise is for 
fair days ahead. By the time another appointment is 
cooked up, it will probably be after the holidays, I hope, and 
by then perhaps the number of road runners will be less, 1 also hope. 

The Decem h er Talkingvook Topics came to hand today. 

1 ordered a few items from it, incl ding the biography of 
Robert Benchley by his son, Nathaniel, Clifton Fadiman's Party 
Of One and something else which I do not remember. 

I was interested in learning from the T 0 pi cs that 
several books have been re-issued, —the W. H. Hudson "Far Awa and 
Long Ago and at least a couple of other things, n one of which 
struck me as being on the popular side. I have repeatedly 
a sk for books to be re-issued if they were not avaialbe in such 
condition as could be read but I never get a response from 
the Library of Congress, the JJ ew Orleans Public or the American 
Foundation. It erlly is wonderful to notice how many dead end 
streets I can explore, including my desire to do a bit of 
study i ng of German and Portug a ise, not to mention a d a b of spelling, 
but can never g et much beyond going around and around in a circle jfroi 
Washington to Hew Orleans to Hew York to Washington to 
iJew Orleans and so around and around. <, One day I am (going to really 
get the proper leverage on the Washington end of. the thing and 
I lookd forward with vast satisfaction to the amount of prying 
I hope to do on that occasion. 

X 

Tonight's radio news g§ve ai excellent example of 
what 1 have long had in mind regarding the CBS tendency, and especial. 

the Edward R. Murrow projram, to concentrate on foreigh 
matters, often to the exclusion of first •• ate domestic news, 
oresenting a fine editorial on international relations and 
saying nothing about a matter of considerable interest 
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The u oman s Whome. Companion, Mr, Murrow never mentioned the 
matter, although he did give an excellent summary of the doings 
at the Palais de Chaillot, For newspaper readers, the 
Colliers and Companion thing would come to their attention 
anyway but for a non-reader of newspapers, the UBC broadcast 
would be of mere value on the level of happenings generally, 

In spite of the excellence of the Murrow editorial, however, I'm 
inclined to think he should have included the Colliers business 
along with the political news which in itself was extensive. 


Memorandum 


I was perfectly d el ighted today when I learned of a new 
source of income which the local artist is enjoying, a!ic’ 
this information made clear one or two s ets of circumstances which 
I have observed of late but hud given ?ie particular attention. 

For example, 1 may have mentioned or net that the local honkey 
tonk was mixed up in a legal battle about the ownership of 
a race horse. Some free man of color bought a race horse for 
a couple of hundred dollars and then sold have his share to 
he honkey-tonk folks, after which, when the honkey-tonk wanted 
the horse to run in one of the Sundayraces, the partner declared 
no money had ever been paid to him by the honkeytonk and 
that therefore he was the exclusive owner, etc,, etc. Well, 
the thing went through the lower Courts where beta sides spent 
more money thatntthe horse was worth, and as neither party 
was satisfied with the decision of the 0 ourt that the horse did 
indeed belong to both parties, an appeal was made and the thing 
will witness more money going into the lawyer's pockets 
beca se of the continuation of the struggle, I had 
noticed the honkey-tonk had been cultivating the artist of late 
and twice the other owner of the horse had got my number when 
calling the artist, 

JJow, as 1 learn from Horeatha, the artist has taken on 
a new profession, --that of "cutting cards", —in short, a fortune 
teller • And, smart woman that she is, she is stringing along 
both claimants to the race horse, egging e a ch on with the promise 
of success as she sees it, in the cards for each party, and 
raking in money fromeach, demonstrating with conviction that 
while e a h of the contestants can lose, little Miss Hunter can 
do nothing but win, 

I shall not be at all surprised if discover a picture 
of a Palmist's chart, pointed by the artist, suspended on her gate, 
below her Art Exhibit sign, I have asked Icreatha to consult the 

card cutter to help, her find ten dollars she hasn't lost and 
so shall discover Bhat rtte the operator of the crystal h^ll charge 
dow wonderful are the people of the Cane Ihver county and the artis 
has them all beat before they start. 


Our lovely weather is back again and tonight the 
White Garden is unusually lovely, thanks to the radiance 
of the waxing moon and Emmett and Erwin paddling back and 
forth across the greensward hard by the snowy sun dial and 
in mentioning them, 1 find myself wondering why it is that 
ducks give the impression of sweeping along the ground rather 
than waddling when their contours of the day have leen softened 
by a kindlier shadowiness, I juess most of our feathered 
friends incline to fold up their beards at sundown and 
we are therefore unaccustomed to seeing a turkey or a peacock 
promenade by moonlight. 

The mails continue light which is helpful at this season 
but 1 was disappointed that Saturday's post brought nothing 
in the Talkmg^ook line and also failed to present a 
package which I had expected to come to hand more than ten days i 
This latter item 1 had intended to re-address and forward to 
908 but since it must be playing along the wayside, I 
have -bout come to the conclusion that I shall not put 
anything in the pacel post for little Miss Lee until the 
present full surge of mail has passed, I trust you will 
forgive me for having seemed on the dilatory side but perhaps 
you wont so much mind letter theChristmas sprit drag 
on into the following week, what with all the probably hustle 
_i id bustle that engulfs everyone at the moment, including 
the carriers of packages in the service of Uncle Sam, 

Last night J, H, a nd Celeste attended a b a nkes' 
b a nquet in town honoring some local, Natchitoches, 
man named Hicks, I find it vaguely odd that although I had seen 
Celeste Saturday morning, she said nothing to me about baby¬ 
sitting although she did menti ned the fact that she was 
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intending to be among these present. J. H. csked me 
at supper time if 1 minded sharing the evening with Madam Regard 
a nd although she goes to bed about 7:30 and they did not return 
until nearly midnight, I was delighted thus to serve allurcund by 
my presence to the household across the way. 


]ending 


letter to go astray that 1 


was 


It is so rare for a 

impressed when 1 learned of one such yesterdo* . Seme Mrs. 

Hug, --»/•' ; j name, - of Neenah, -what ai ether name- » Visccnsin, 

sent an air moil asking a bout her order with check /<jr some 
plates, as posted October 24th. Foolishly, she didn t say which 
plates and so I shall take a chance and try to see how good a 
guesser I can be by trying ic get them to her forthwith and 
under the Christmas dead-line which seemed to be troubling her. 

And here is a continuation of the card cutting business, 
illustr .ting how harmful for domestic bliss such a cock-eyed 
business might be. On Satu.rdcy morning, Doreatha, the cook 
put out word she wanted to see Missaunter who appeare 
shortly in the kitchen' at the big house, Dcreatha explained 
she had misplaced a ten dollar bil, --the story sha and ± had 
cooked up, and wondered if the c ards could determine if she 
would ever get it back. Clemence said she didn t have her deck 
of cards with her hut she might be able to tell all by another 
method. She instructed Doreatha, then and there, to make some 
strong-strong coffee and to fill a cup with same and then pour 
on to the ground. This done, the artist tcok the cup and placed 
it bottom side up on a white plate. A few minutes laters, she 
removed the cup and scrutinised the pattern the drippings had 
made on th plate. Then she explained the whole thing 
to Doreatha concerning her loss. She said that the tallest 
person in her family, —her son, lee, who is a secretary and 
6 feet 6 inches in height, had taken the mo. ey from the armoir 
to give to the girl he is courting. She added that lee had in mind 
to return the money this past Saturday, if he should find $10.00, 
which he would put in Doreatha's wash pot where she would, be sure t 
find ilj, but according to the markings of the coffee, lee , 
wouldn t find the ten bucks and. so Doreatha probably weuldn t 
eve get her lost ten spot. Doreatha and ± both got a bi^ 
laugh out of the lost ten dollars that never existed, but 
I find this d first class example of the harm that could so easily 
result from such tomfoolery as Clemence pinning the theft 
on a perfectly innocent'’victim and I shudder at the unhappiness 
that might result, had there ever been a loss. I must pass this 
fortune telling business along to Jamc3 and I think he will agree 
with us both that little Miss Hunter is a bag, capable 
of achieving more than she can appreciate in more ways than one..., 



. _ 
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Monday, December 17th, 19 56. 


Memorandum : 

Strange sort of a day, — summer-like, withal, sunny and 
sort of 80-ish but with rain tonight and the promise of a 

3 2 degree reading before morning. 

* ' 

Of all the odd things tit at can transpire in the Rost Office De¬ 
partment, today's co-incidence beats anything I have recently 
encountered, l know not if I mentioned that' in Saturday's post 
came an inquiry about an order, said to have been placed November 
or rather October 28th, for plates by some Mrs. Hug of 
Neenah, Wisconsin. I took a chance and packed seven of the 
Cane **iver series c ?i d wrote an air mail letter, explaining 
failure of order toreach me and expressing the hope that the 
Cane “iver items was what she had in mind t And then came the 
Postman, bringing, among other letters, the October 28th order from 
Neenah of all things. Titus I was able to put another letter 
in the’post for la Mug and to draw out the package already 
hailed, prior to the return of the postman, for the original 
1 order revealed the lady wanted only two of the Cane“iver 
series, and five Natche 2 and Feliciana plates which I got 
properly wrapped up and so offf before the office closed. And now 
I wondder where the original order had been stuck all these 
weeks. 1 

Dr. and Mrs. Joel Fletcher arrived with their guests from 
Wash ngton t D. C., a little after 11 . The President of 
the Southwestern college presented J. H. and me with a 
generous sample of the college's Farm Department cheese and 
Mrs. Fletcher brought me an elegant apple pie from her own kitchen. 

4 • 

• x ... . - . 

It's odd ^ forget at the moment the names of their guests . The 
husband, so Joel told me, was an early Eisenhower appointee and 
I believe is Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board # Perhaps 
his name is Balderson Joel * always referred to him as the Governor, 

although I know not wfiat he ever governed although he is a 
'citizen of Pennsylvania and may have been active in that State. 

Mrs. B. reminded me a little of Blythe but pleasantly more 
intellectual. J. H. was anxious to see Joel and chat with 
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the Governor c n d sc we coffeed across the fence as a starter, — 
it was then J. H.'s dinner hour, and Joel telephoned helma 
Kyser that his party would he an hour late for dinner at 
Northwestern where they were scheduled to dine with the Kysers, 

Then we had a tour and the folks were delighted all around and 
what was probably following his dinner, J. a . joined us again 
to say Goodbye. I imagine I shall be hearing from the guests 
before long as they were flying back to Washington tonight. 

; *. t 

I haven't much new on that hacket woman, Sudie Lawton, and her 
destruction of the hristmas lights on her pet magnolia tree. 

Carmen telephoned me thi 3 afternoon to say that u ayor keys was 
furious about the whole business when learning of it on his 
return to town. He called in the 0 hief of Police and 
asked for a report. Th.e Chief explained Gudie's , ttack 
on the wiring, the dismantling of the Chirstmas lights on the tree 
and her removal of them to her home. 1 he Hay or asked th,e hief 
for the balance of the report but the Chief said that was all. 
bight then and there, the Mayor put a bee in the Chief's bonnet. 

He pointed out in vigorous language that if some defenseless 
negro had dene such a thing, the police would have clapped him 
into the jail forthwith. He then ordered the **hief' to take 
two policemen as witnesses and to proceed to Sadie's house 
and to discover and bring back the purloined city property. 

At Sudie's house, Sudie responded to the call of the police, 

admitted she had taken the decorations after whacking the wires to 

pieces with a hacket and led the men to her car from ' which 

the stuff was ex •■racted. They did not arrest her but proceeded to 

the Mayor's office but the Mayor was not in, being at that 

moment over by Uncle Jack's statue, near the Chamber ‘of C ommerce, 

seeing to it that new decorations were being placed on the 

tree. It was at that point that Carmen telephoned me and 

I know not if there will be any more done ' a beut the thing or not. 

Milton Beckerman telephoned me earlier in the afternoon and said 

hi3 paper was "all sot" to run the story promptly when the first 

legal step is taken. In the mean time, the whole town is 

talking and Governor Long's appointee to the Louisiana State 

Park Commission t in her role as the hachet woman, really ought to 

make the headlines of the Shreveport and Hew trleans papers if 

any acto'tion should be started. So much for Mis3 Mormon s friend and 

everyone in town seems to be both a^cieed and resentful at such unci vie 

performances by the lady what killed my autograp hing party. 

Curious Jay, curiousweather, curious temperaments c nd poor Sudie.....* 


Tuesday, December 19th, 19 56 


Memorandum 


The Post Office boys appear to be snowed under and I find myself 
snowed out, as it were. The tonnage of mail, or some other 
cause or causes prevented the postman from reaching here until 
late afternoon and mytrips to the Post Office were all made prematurely 
before thin s had been sorted until my final trip when, in response to 
a Call from town, the clerk had hurried away and the store closed 
although from the window looking into the post office, L could, 
dsicern seme things in my box which will.be awaiting rye on the 
morrow, which is just as well, perhaps, since I haven t had 
secretarial assistance of late and have quite a back log of stuff 
to examine be ore the arrivals of today are gone into. 

. ■ ' ~ ■• 3 - ' ■ " 

My telephone has been bussing ~uite a bit this afternoon and 
evening. Mr. Beckerman of the Enterprise telephoned me to order some 
cook books. I gather from what he said that he has been giving them 
some advertising in his paper and somebody saidthe windows of the 
E.iterpr ise are plastered with Cook book announcements. Mr. beckerman 
had seme other news to pass along to me concerning the latest twist 
in Sudie Lawton's hachet business. 


It seemS' that thi s afternoon at 4, Sudie and Olive LongC oo per, 
the Governor's sister, went to Court and secured an injunction 
n g a inst the City, restraining them .from turning on the lights 
on the magnolia tree until December 28th, when the petition will 
be heard in Court. This will effectively give Sudie victory in her 
frantic effort to prevent decoration of the tree. I am told 
a n a c.count .of this appears in today s Ennterprise which will 
reach you seme day next week, 1 suppose. As the lights are 
used only between the 8th of December to the 8th of January, which ever 
way the hearing goes * the lights will have been dimmed during 
Christmas. The Chqaber of Commerce telephoned me a fewminutes 
go to say that the Mayor is furious and has called a meeting of 
the Council to decide what steps are to be taken and the possibility 
of the City bringing suit against Sudie for having whacked down the dec 
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Wednesday , December 19th, 19 56 


on a tree belonging to the city and destroying city property 
in the fern of the electric wiring and lights which she chopped 


Memorandum : 

1 wish you might have been sitting along side my 
desk this afternoon when the sun was sinking behind the Montrose 
hill3, A lovely light came slanting toward the window al»ng 
side and in the section of the window adjoining Nephritite, 
the sun's rays streamed through the gorgeous clouring 
of the 1111 century rose window of Notre Dame de Paris. 

You would have loved it as much as I. 

The presence of a precious figment from Mr, Adams' opus 
on the study of unity, as revealed through Mont St. Michel and 
the stained glass of the various assortments ofNos Dames 
you will already have understood that the mail I saw in the 
closed Post Office yesterday included greetings to quicken 
my heart from the direction of Lyme. 

I had no secretary today, what with pe canes to gether in 
daylight hours and a frolic at school tonight, but that did 
not restrain me from (discourage me) from ignoring the 


When Mr. Beckerman telephoned, I reminded him that Mrs. long 
a member of the beautification Board, of which Sudie is a member, 
the Board having secured the restraining ordder, is a sister of 
th^Governor. I pointed out that the Shreveport Times loathes 
the Longs and that a dispatch to the Shreveport Times aid the 
Times Picayune might give those papers a fine opportunity to 
take a siap at the long under snme such banner headline as 
. * 

"Governor s Sister Darkens Chirstmas Cheeer in 


Louisiana's Oldest Town." 


Mr. Beckerman liked the t ought and immediately set 
wheels in motion. 


On the morrow the Gity of Natchitoches will decide if 
it will file suit against Sudie for destruction of 
public property and so the fat will be in the fire, if the 
suit is filed but whether it is filed or not, it doesn't matter 
muefy, for once the newspapers get hold of the scuffle, —and 
the petition to restrain the City provided that opening, Sudie's 
usefulness eri anything to do with the City will have been ruined, 
thanks to her own insane determination to carry a point. 

And so the Natchitoches festival will get additional publicity 
and Sudie will get a black eye and I for one, will be entranced 
n t the results of her amazing stupidity. 

I 

All this chatter must make might diullreading ,~nd I apologize 
for the lengths to which x have gone. My only excuse seems to 
be that I find ii\ Sudie and Olive Long Cooper the embodiment 
of the forces e re a ction and tyranny whose unending presence 
in every .community makes it necessary for the fight for 
Liberty to be a daily struggle that never ends. Sudie is a bigot 
not only in racial matters but in religion as well, —o Baptist 
grandmother who stole off with her first grandchild, born of 
partnis wedded in the catholic faith,, and had the child bbaptised 
a Prctestatnt without the knowledge or consent of i s 
Parents.. And it's the same Sudie who announced in the Beauty Parlor 
that all the Churches had gone Communistic, which brought vast surpri 


clopped 
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, Memorandum: u . "‘bs os - -aiV — t 'n • *to 

e\i: b ni Hi ay - br.„ won noi essnyis t Ms tuonnoi oa aI 

? t i: Today rueea got a eleaning tohieh eoneieted of 

bu.iu' removing what had all the ehavaeterietieU of one half of a 
uan; mare 'e neet onto the front gallery,lthe other half on to 

the baek gallery • Thie permitted a general eerubbing, after whieh 
the firet half of the mare ’• neet vat returned to it original 
bo . ^ poeitiou and the eeeond half then followed, The net reeult it 

that like the innoeentrby-etandardg enothered under a pMM pit 
S „ I. tipped oner load of hay f one hah the gratifioation of knowing he it 
buriedbin nothing oaveonay but anyway enetregarde the thing 
it it etill jmet a ware's neet, ' i t a- • - ’ * 

• Ssu a«\& .■-.'•a oanc. 

Ora had telephoned yeeterday to eay ehe would like to 
e.\ drop in for a brief pre»holiday eall thte naming, I expected 
a* A . she might make it before 9 and bo bueted myself at gardening 

sna. s aloft# the?.general path ehe night take between the front gate 
r.v r,nd the front gallery, Butgro'eloek. eane and‘I galloped 
■iv, u vt # roes the fenee for a epot of eoffee inhere Celeote told ne that 

:>.n San a ; Ora bad tried to r toefc m« on the telephone that&eho ween t 

$ ia feeling well and that the. ddetor had ordered her to r emain in 

n o \o bed fet Bd houre at leaot, Perhapo ehe will nake it on tbe 

. . sno \sinorrow, a 

i\i I\ eorry Ora is indiepoeed but I.nuet eay 1 weleened 
i\ ' the extra hour te Pet to highte a flbek of etuff that ■ 

a: o \jHib awaited ny attentton 9 therebye providing me with an extra 
.-i. it hour tonightto enjoy my Chrihtnae <*t\# earry over from laet 

night. All day the light hae etreamed through the North rose window 
6i 1 of Metre Damp do Pdrio,^lifting ny tool e a eh tine 1 glaneed tn 
ite street ton, o I euppoee X ipaseed it anillion timeo - 
at I~weortn>and but and -bout ny hdudoir t y .ro+errangtng the big 
pine coneoj eontrieing a moiie etrikthg rod ^and whiteiOffeet with 
si " the great.dandle and tteodufvoundingopduethg te eontenplate Arenbouri 
:'«v.: an As birthday and draping the new tie on ny faoortte ouit and 


mace me re Use that "a pretty pink and red Eanta Class, hauled 
en a slide by 4 or 5 of the prettiest little mules you e uer saw" 
would be heading Arenbourg 1 s way almost any minute now and 
should the night be clov.dy, there was one of the biggest, reddest 
most elegant candles to light him on his way It makes 
such a lovely splash of color, the red-red monolith occupying 
i'.iothr section of the window, outlined in white, just below the 
Egyptian Queen that one section rivals the next for sheer 
delight to the eye, and en the lowest level ere clustered the 
perfectly elegant pine cones which are gcing.tr serve so v>ell dir 
/As present holidays and find such advantageous positions in 
varic s st-cks of fruit that will be heaped up in various 
advantagecus positions by way of decors during the ensuing twelth 


I was glad 1 could find no card on the neck tie for the cole 
is just perfect te go with the sh.ark skin suit I shall wear if I 
finally give in and attend a second, --this one a closing exhibit 
of the^ 0 urrier and Ives which, by the way, were reproduced in 
last Sunday s Shrevport Tim.es, I am told but without any text, 
indicating that, there was a wonderful slip-up somewhere along the 
line , 


iVith a measure of luck, I shall get this ribbon exchanged for 
new one Santa slipped in with the pine cones, come the morrow 
then - 1 shall be all sot for c go at much c orre sgondence which 
be auditing my attention during the ensuing couple of 


As for Plaisir de France I need scarcely remark what a 
sple ndid issue it is for you have had an opportunity to see this 
year s Christmas number, as indicated by the slips you sc thoughtful 
inserted , As, yet, I haven't had an opportunity to examine the 
text of the articles marked and that is just as well, what with 
n ll the pleasure and somehow the unique satisfaction it affords me 
just to turn through its wonderful pages, so redolent with marvelous 
reprod ctions , ikhat a store house this issue is in beautiful 
pict re sof lovely things It goes without saying that 
I am delighted at the vast array of 17th and 18th century treasures 
that the issue c ontaines, both photograp hie a!»d in pen sketch • 

The pages will be thoroughly explored again and agin during the 
days ahead a nd how often during the months ahead will I luxuriate 
as I take it down from the shelf in the book ca8e holding my 
most treasured pullications to turn through it again and again. 

And then, to top off everything came "My Fair Lady", enabling me to 
the same strains Lies Lee had enjoyed so much, is it any wonder 
I was determined to spend my entire evening cl 1 by myself. What a ha, 
Christmas this year is mine . 
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I enclose flipping from today's Shreveport Tines, page IE, 
of December EOth, 1956• I am sorry my elipper f a iled to 
include the date in the clipping. It is o no importance 
a s a clipping hut it will indicate that Sudie Lawton got 
tangled up with the destroyed wiring in ink print at least, I 
was delighted tiaturally with that h a ppy phrase 
or word combination, —"Tie-tide tempest", Something tells me 
I shall have to borrow that expression now and again in days 
to • olb.an participating in the ooffeihour.zthis working, the gifts 
from Lyme were taken along. The hostess received them, found 
their wrappings darling and placed them under the Christmas tree 
which was set up yesterday by^Eatker a oble, I delivered the 
other package to the artist who'passed this way this afteroon. She 
was so delighted with the card, a Mype of decoration that appealed 
. % to h r so mush. She Qldn't open the package before returning 

home but five minutes later she telephoned to express her delight 
and to ask me to say mwy Eowdys on her behalf and to say that 
the gift was sure makin' her Christmas look'upi I knew 
precisely what she meant, 

•• * *il ujo: >.*: . a c ^ . is : 8 v j i ...Ac. site ocA -vi 

I .nay get to town tomorrow afternoon and I may not „ As 
Celeste was going in last Monday, I observed that I should like to 
ride in with her but she explained that she was too busy as there 
was a party awaiting her'inZtown aud she wasu t certain when 
the sards and refreshments would be finished,' As I had not asked for 
'any assistance on reaching town and had said nothing a bout the return 
: trip, sheyi'herself, apparently felt a little ishame-faeed about 

her response jo* the following day when she observed, out of a clear sky 
that she had not intended to be quite so abrupt the day before, I like < 
the word "quite" ,, She said she was planting to tun in 
to town on Friday of ter no on, I dtdn .t say ties and I didn t say Mo 
to that one although a sentence of tout three ports including one 
mush suggesting Safer was fatrl close to the tip of my tongue. 

The postman brought me a dab of Tal king&ooks today. It is 
obvious my efforts to get libraries across *the nation to 
stock the-blind .with books in sdvanee of Christmas to 
avoid excess labor for the already over*ttreinod helpers has 
some to naught • I notice Clifton Fadiman's "Party of One" is 
in the group and I shall be glad ,to have a ehanoe to run through 
this item if e ire urns tanees ■ pent t during the days just ahead, Mr, Tadi i| 
himself reads the entire book,an& this will add flavor to its 
enjoyment. A, Seourby, Esqu{re, eauld not be equalled in doing ax y read\ 
Job but the author will give a special twist to his literary values and 
one can hear Hr, S, make rendittons of authors who can't read . 
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o Memorandum s V r - r • 

V \ z . ea: iV t • • 

According to the weather, man. Winter arrived precisely at 
v » & a^elsoak this a fternoon but 1 felt no jar but I did linger 

longer at the artist's house than I had expectedf what with 
a torrential rain crashing down just as I arrived at the place 
to look at some picture she wanted me to see, oc f 




a t o4 iV.roAA 

Two men^were at work, within an's length of the front gate 

• Tj. _ 9 9 -- 


1 V . T ^ - w V* » vv r » # w. ^ w - -V - W , 

a as I arrived,. It was all very rurual with primitive dashes 
of flesh tints and reds for 


i f j>i 4 


of .two of the artist's hogs to the link of the Hunter peoane tree ono 
% . - the blood w a s spurting froh their cut necks. The r.ain that 
i- u . 1 followed almost lmmed.iately tended to quench the fire under the 

hie old iron wash pot where they expected to immerse the carcasses 
with a view-to eliminating the bristles but the downpour washed away 
much of the gore .before the *hot pdptisinVk could be undertaken, and 
s J0 \ the view from-where I stood inn the gallery was quite*str iking,— 

otta •<% mswl/inm **** ±mn hnaft hnneina \f+&WL tL tr€B Just above J# a 

» i • 


one so seldom sees two hogs hanging from a tree just above tk 
b* sign readingt "Art Exhibit — 25-Gei\txy— *hmk Ton • 

«eu bin 8»i*s i. ■ 4 ar.LT J > -br ■. W3C -srik •= 

.C,,11: Anne Williams Brittain telephoned m* a. few minutes ago, suggesti 
; 0 A that if, Irmould *uiw in on .the Matehitoehes jtattaii, * aiffet 2i«t«n i 

the Court proceedings of this afternoon regarding the Ule-tide 

Tempest", A$uo*rA4 nut o« b«» % sf. uieu4 ^iuq^®n4 »i'4 

. .. ... ..-t juy •; ^ 04 333 'S9C9 \0 3I'.0J t »LJT l~ " 

e' The injunction .session .lasted ui\til about 0 o clock, or 
iu * little after * I believe, and it is said the broadsastmg fron 
the tape recording began jat 7*30 and mill t progbably run until 
11 tonight. Unfortunately my radios doesn t swing far enough to the 
-right ita get the Matehitoehes etattod and so I am missing the whole l 
which I much regret, \o 

Lo*' r >. Anne icaid She understood the Judge ruled 4* favor of Mayor leye 
a nd the city which* I hope, will put Sudie and Olive Long ^ooper in 
their place, Ey now I suppose the magnolia is all ablass with Chrisi 
x 14 c,i ,nights and I know npt if Sudie will find herself with a suit for 

b 343 £i AouVj 4ice noi4n»u\.«i 4tol abuZ % t'.i£^o 3^4 iic 
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having d a m a nged eity property in the fom of the wiring, eto. 

. Anne aaid, regarding her own future, that ehe and her husband 
h a ve bought a little house on a street not far from Ora's and R. B.'s, 

a nd that she and her husband plan to make their home there shortly. 

- 

On the inter-state eommunieations front, Carlyn telephoned 
from Marshall, She said she plans going to .Mew Orleans on 
. Saturday, —between Christmas and Mew Tears and would like to stop 

« ehat. She says lay wants her to dries to the Bluff with he 
an January 6th, from this I gather Aunt Millie will be flying home 
to Charleston from Hollywood. Carolyn said if I would go to Charlesto 
later in the winter, she would tarn down Hay's invitation, I told 
her I would not be going, I believed, and reeommended she go with 
Hay, She wanted me to give thought to a musieal play as she 
" would JLike to take at:least a n outline with her With a vetw to going 
on to Mew Tork where she has eome sort of eontaeWith somebody 
in the theatrtoal field,. She also asked what x thought a bout contact 
the gallery in 57th Street regarding the primitives, taking a bat eh wi 
her, I reeommended this and suggested that ones in Ch rleston, she 
borrow one of Aunt Millie 1 s or Hay's ear, driving on to Manhattan tn t 
* while Hay is settling Aunt "illies J reeommended also that she take 

a dab of Matohitoehes pictures with her for a eonferenee with 

i. It's a strange thing, I never did know the name of th> 
— x •; ■ s book askings House is bringing out under her name on the B a you 

ooun.trym . I shall stir up a story of z the trappers of Louisiana betwee 
, now and next-week, —sort-of a J Rose Marie ‘.type of thing, and 
the trappers might have new fangled traps that the oorus could use 
, dm a #or* of eastonette fashion that might, be arresting, The heroine 
::ii ’’ * i* ° ^Wr's daughter, >the hero, the son of an oil man, the son , 

i the father in the straggle for leases whieh, if carried through, would 

the trapping business, and so run through the .usual triangle design 
for a musieal, none of whioh ever seem to require mu ofr story. As near 
< as I ean make out, Hastings House has one of her books ready for public 
and she iswriting another and the Matohitoehes book is in the offing, 
at leas* ready for diseusbion. With that matter to be taken care of, • 
primitive exhibition to be arranged and a musieal eomedy to be palbned 
.it sounds to me like everything with whieh she is eoneerned, —ax embc 
of unertakings, i' r - 

a 1.8. Willard just sailed;, being just im for the holidays and 

1 z'iQz i.off again on the day after Christmas, y* o > i 

olloi . 

And now Carmen has sailed to say the lights are burning bringhtly 
on the tree again, Sudie having lost her injunetion suit whieh lasted 
9 Matohitoehes radio made a recording and 

lHA!, entire evening from 7*30 until 8 *.30 in the re-broadcast 

: a *}°n fi*!! * he., oddly enough. Orajust\aU e d 


ILiej sDoic: 1 


again to say 


+£**+ U * gatoti \ tQ ehes, oddly enough. Ora just sal 
the tape recording b roadeast is wonderful.,.,,,,,. 


the re-broadeast, 
just sailed 


Sunday, December 83rd, 19 56. 

. ?. ■ \ - v v ' 


i\ ••*!}" • -v 1 I. iV •: . *< .. Lbi'- ii«i S'.OO : ■ i AT 

v ; ; . ’j > t r oi • > . " er. .■ 

98 OT i > ,\ ;• 08 I . 9. . «, • I • • t?i - 

Memorandum* • % - 

. * u.;. ( o . . .0 -:> ' • •» ' i i 

t It's so nice having this new ribbon. I find 

so many things to dash off these days. 

0 i\f 3 0 

V-.- t Cur Saturday rain of 3 inches slackened off at sundown 

Saturday night and while we were at supper, 0 r a a nd R . B., 
s made the post of the let-up, had ventured down to bring me 

a Christmas gift, arriving slap in the midst of supper, whi 
quite an aepomplishment, since supper never last very long 


. i AT. 


i l j. n i a ’ i 
[j -.9.'. 

./♦L .«$' .’ . v . v> 

,8 


■' . i. 


one really has to leave a lot to chanee to arrive at precis 
that magieal moment, 

ji - - e t 3i: .si t . . *»*•••: io'- 19 

The town is still talking about Sudie's injunetion and 
failed to injunet, if I may employ such a word. It is said 
the Court costs will be about five hundred dollars which Su 
a nd Olive Long v ooper will have to pay t and Sudie and her 
husband are supposed to be broke. 


•- ^ j'.:, 4 '■ ;T& 

. V 1 ! A l. 

i t> t ■ - >f 

. 

:''Vi'i 9CIli 


bn. 04 - ;!7 


t£)U ■ ml itk A* \j.J 006 -br,. t»i ' >'j ■' 

.8 ’ As you know, Arthur Matson and 8. B. are law partners i 

Arthur, being the city'sattorney, handled the injunction t 
> t.. , for the city. That Sudie was furious in having lost her po 

in court, she demonstrated her short-sightedness on Saturda 
^ ■> • j v when she chanced to pass R. B. on the street, by marching u , 

him and without bothering to say Good Miming, announced th 

. 9 "You may be perfectly sure that I shall neve sail on you 

or your firm whenever the Lawtons have need of attorneys". 
Such a feeling is quite-understand a ble, of course, but Sudi 
.o ’ ‘ fool to^shout it out as she did, for while she probably w 

have money enough to employ Matson and Millions ;„ any lega. 
i matter, she >may rest assuredifvom here on out that if they 

lb represent anyone tn any ease afaist the L a wton, they will 

exert themselves with unusual vigor.z, 
i.. . s.- . 3 ^ ro-.i niv.s iiiu A6 iAm Toys i-'* ^ 9 

*. . i. • . There ts but the slightest ray of hope that we shall h 

id - t • a peaceful hirstmas .9 That hope stems from the fact that 

- , 'o- the Menks sailed this morning and invited everyone here to 

m ..of s to Shreveport for the holiday, knowing full well, of course 

j i — t . snobody would, and probably extending te ivitation only beoa i 

• > i . they expected Ji H. to tell them to o ome down here. I nev 

‘ S 9 . L- -V" . 

• •’ - il o .• lUAnlflj »4 lloAt 1 s.'fr o* 


. -Ho' !• 


U'U!C L 9 J' 
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the end of the tale but 1 suppose nobody uiill know what ia what 
the day arrive*• 

This afternoon John and Thelma Zyser arrived bearing much 
gifts and bringing their daughter who lives in Mewbrleans, and, 
people, Rosalind, with them. I shouldso much have liked to see 
the Kysers, if you know what I mean. From the Zysers were gift 
ineluded an elegant shirt, a couple of bottles of Sauterne and 
. „ fine sport jacket. < On behalf of the Lemee Souse sosiety, the 

also brought a gift, —c dosen elegant wine glasses on pleasant 
elevated stems. I had had not the slightest intention of givin 
s Rosalind a gift,but a s she arrived, helping toat the Zyser 

-rj nd Lemee gifts and as I had intended giving something to the 
it would have seemed awkward, had there not been a gift for Ros 
nd there was, —butof no credit to the giver since there was s 
Christmas spirit about it. But it seemed to please Rosalind an 
o ,I could wish the goodness of the Zysers in sharing their holida 
with Rosalind had not impelled them so far as to include her in 
helping deliver their gifts, Lut that seems to be just another 

' .„ of inviting the Devil to help celebrate the birthday of Jesus, 

and prob a bly is oommphr pra Stive, ' 
r is )b bntbsuA au i\ *u.o‘4a a* »*too bAi 

Celeste is very tired. Sheiexplained to me tonight that 
* she so much wanted to get away somewhere where she could just 
hear pretty music and see pretty things m At dinner there was 
the usual tension thap accompanies the exhaustion of the hostes. 
I gop at least one laugh out of■ the doings although the 
n, laugh-had to be in my beard f Before demi-tasse, Celeste remark> 

to her mother than she hadn t^ eaten much dinner. 1iladam Regard . 

that she.wasn t very hungry t to which Celeste countered : 

to ‘ t> *1.4" . !0:‘T U • ih 

*But last Wednesday-you said you were hungry ." 

• jt ’ o tta- av iav a« ar> 'v;:oy -v 

The terrible strain when suoh things happen is tryitig to 
maintain a pur* dead pan face and that's a struggle, 

,, tir j vl: •• yito .SOTO .oit.roa oS 4 v^«o:ia . ' a.o. 

i; There seem to have been a ooupls of articles in the 

local papers about the ourrier and toes thing which I have neve j 
seen but which maye ventually come to hand • I did get this 
enclosed clippinghowever which will enable you to get some notic 
as to the appearance Of Mildred and Peyton unningham. It 
only oocurs to me.now, —and after 1 all these years, - that Mild i 
in some ways reminds me, —but only tn appearance, - of Essae Me 
Mildred \s as good a business woman as Essae Mae a politician at 
<, I think they have another t thing in oommon, —probably neither ei 

often during the interim..,,,, — 


i . \,o to a 
au-uioo \o 
>\r aliA 




Vjj-o v. joi-’o » or.-ioti aqoAtav t -b .si ‘ a» 

* 

i 8 t ' - Monday, December 84th, 19 56. 

. i, • i i .a •* van » t- oa«* '■ : ’> ■ <• j> 

55.^8 biro ni ae;:oA aAtf si.oa 08 t \j ••• ii t 

b rt A^uoA^ ao ab<aa«i % aA* ybei ad» 

% boab tsa a*'e br.o \o 4:.o baooaA «aa4 

r ^a 11 t b. u4g . n . .a'a 'i' i;aa4 »' - 

, Memorandum s u t - ' 

, , u a % mr . v a- 

. It was sunny and cool all day and tonight the 
x heavens are a-glitter with stars, I suppose we shall 

have a he a 'y frost wh ch, in the absence of snow, ought to 
iet help Santa's slide and pretty little mules make 
the rounds readily enough, 

h j i * i o i.' . i * •u v ‘ .'-t . . r. 

All the cabins as far as the eye can see had plumes of smo, 
issuing from .their chimneys this morning, earlier than usual fo 
every house wife continues the ancient local custom of 
baking a eake on themorning of the day before Christmas, 

I have ldng wondered about .this custom, a cake for Christmas 
i . seeming as traditional in Louisiana as a turkey for 

. Thanksgiving in /few England. So far as I can lean, nobody ever 
bakes a fruit cake but just an ordinary oake which seems to 
. c be as mac# apart of Christmas, if no ~ more so, than any other 

single feature connected with the holiday. It would be 
* . n a interesting to know something .^bout the inception of this 

.t 1 ' c custom p if it be ai te helium or something that came into 

being since slavery days. On occasion I have found myself 
passessed of cakes of varying descriptions just before Christma. 
a nd thinking 1 would save this or that house wife the trouble 
of making a cake at such a tide, I haw presented same, - only 

pr. 1 to discover that in spite of the presence of a gift cake, the 

family cake simply had to be baked regardless, Somehow this 
i i.i custom seems ov *n grained as the artist using black to 

•v ' «. y.•: "wuirk " her initials on her painting, to the end that when she 

h a s painted one with a black background, she instinctively sign. 
tj s ; 0 . a ,»r.- the *C H" in black on black «. 

• , 

j ’a'. I was sorry to learn of a niece of Sam Peace who didn t 

achieve her-cake this morning. She is the wife of a man named 
Morris, a brother of *ack Morris, the local witch doctor. 

This couple lives on B a you Derbonne down Cloutierville way somei 
bit was said she arose early this morning to b a ke the Christmas < 
a - 4 

faro a**ob aa;--toaeui anitu ». aAo •• o •‘•a • loo. >a;;ro 

Uea.*^ ^4 lii'i' aAi ' v ivoi4oji-.t.ic abr, e ;vior Ai ~o>' 3 vtiri.*eT?-t’ 

.n a 1 - a j * . 11 • 141 • • 
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several hours before day, perhaps around 4 o'clock ..and 
from that point on the stories seen to vary, One 1 has it her 
husband crowned hef- with a hammer, another that she fell out of 
the window and just what happened prob a bly never will be known, 
that as it may, someone passing the house in mid morning, saw 
the lady on the ground beside her house, as though she had 
been heaved out of the window and she was dead, he n ven knows hoi 
long she had been there. Her husband, a little under the 
alcoholic weather, was sleeping in the family bed, It was 
thought the funeral would be held tomorrow, —Christmas being si 
q n odd day far funerals, it would seem, I am glad that there 
several children are all grown up and have families of their 
own Several people came down from town bearing gifts during 
the afternoon and I did ndt go aeroes the fence in c onsequenoe, 

I should have been glad to see JLtala Bertsog who arrived 
from mashiugton this morning for a twoweeks vacation at Uagnolic 
a s is her cistom, Celeste had asked me to come over but 
cric mstqnces pre vent it, J, B, sent the clerk home early 
n?id told the cook to takethe evening off so he and the Wenk boy 
1 dined on spam sandwiches and hog's head cheese which the artit 
h a d made, J, B, said he preferred such fare in lieu of 
more el a borate doings which always seem to entail so much 
excitement -next door, I seoonded that motion, 

!j - \T3 tT. > Wfa W 1 ' tv».x Si.:-'., ftAttD <> 1 I"1 • J 

Ann killfams Britton or whatever her last name is, telephon 
i.n the afternoon to say she had Just received a call from 
Sudie Lawton, telling her that a "silver tea" is being 
arranged and inviting her to attend, It seems a "silver tea" 
is a gathering with tea being served and the guests expected to 
drop a silver coin in a basket at the entrance. The reason 
for the tea is the five hundred dollar Court costs which 
Suddie engineered on Friday, It is fortunate people pay little 
attention to logic for if they did, this would be one "silver te I 
that could sea roely be engineered what with Sudie having 
destroyed public property, brought the City into Court and, havi 
lost, expecting the oitisens to contribute to the expense of 
the K fun she had, 1 asked several people how it was that 
Sudie's friend H Caroline Dojmu>n,i didn't appee4as an expert on trl 
in behalf of Sudie, It is said that she was asked to 
a ppear but sent a letter supporting Sudie's claims but that 
the letter wap not acoepted as evidence• 

.>. oov .. u "v,o 3 9ili -""I o t ei*noV 

I listened tonight to: the "Sing With Bing" program and 
liked the letter the little Indian boy wrote, —and read,-- 
on the subject of "What Christmas Means To Me", And now 
I must polish off the dozen wine glasses the Lemee Bouse gave me 

for early M on the morrow scads of plantation folks will be passi 
tnis way for a d a b of Christmas cheer . 
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Christmas Day and it wag peace on earth" at Melrose but 
Whether it was *good will toward men" at Shreveport, I 
. wouldn t know, 3 i 

.3 * -3j>3 0'\ b (:.33 .. t 9; ..O-* ■ . -V • its J 

1 . Along about 8 o'clock on Christmas Eve, Dr, Wenk 
. appeared unheralded, Je said he had some down to piek up 
John Benry Wenk, fearing his son would refuse to come home 
for Christmas if he telephoned for him to oome on the bus. 
Celeste said Sister sent her a camellia and some bulbs,' I 
i * heard of no one else who received a gift from that quarter. It 
is said.the whole posse will come down sometime later this 
week, 

i '• . ,'s t V. j 1 4 m Le 1 J. m ' .'. 3 . 0 is 

.Even as last year, we were but four at dinner, Pat i 
having flown to Bouston where he picked'up hts mother and 
the two had flown on to the-family home down In the Rio Grande 
Valley, . . . , i 
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' Celeste was delighted jmith her gift from little Miss Lee, 

Sfre said she had seen someth ng of the sort some place or 
■ 9o . other but nothing so. grand as the one she found in her stocking. 

It certainly was the, ideal gift and I heard her talking a bout 
it on the 'phone to someone, describing it as perfectly darling, 

Chrietmas morning usually dawns fairly early at Tucca 
and it was ,that way th\s year, , I was glad of the doeen wine 
sin l ' glasses utiich the Lemee ladies had presSiited for they came 
in handy to round tout what glassware 1 had on hand, 

■'Si‘ 3 • wo'.lit •••IB i.Oi’Oiif * 9:14 \o 4i!0 Itil Ii\ 109.3 3 9iV:'» *03# 

.3 The,-plantation fooke always, come to my bddoir where I 
■y plnpe wine and glasses on two tip top tables,: One table would 

be sufficient most of the. time but 'sometimes quite a crowd 
eeemblee at the same time and the second table make it 
b . convenient. All day long people were dropping in b ones and 
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a» he ia just home from, the hoapital where he has been having 
pneumonia for about the millionth time in the past million years. 

What with cotton time being followed by pecane time and everyone 
buay with the harvesting of thoae crops, some of the people 
arriving on Chriatmaa X may not have aeen for three or four months 
a iid itia a l w qV* ,/oXXy yet caught up on intervening events. 

Among the day s first callers was the giant, Little Robert and 
his brother Clyde. George Harris came with them, two youths 
who live on the plantation but whom I had never seen before. 

Uitchell, the axe, was with hem and Peter and Andy and three or four 
Browns of different fanilies bearing that name Lee, a little 
taller than his giant uncle, Robert, and so the day began unfolding. 
Between dinner and supper, the callers continued in smaller groups, 
including Smith Peace, recently recovered from a broken leg, and 
Sam Peace, having just attended the funemal ofhif niece who 
had V alien" out of a window while baking a Christmas cake. And 
then came Log and his wife, Maxine, Kara and Doreatha and 
her mama, etq., etc. It was all ve'ry pleasant and I never laid eyes 
of a mulatto all day except Mttchel who is a mighty d ark one. 
v' jS bit; •• • v * yt>t V *'A«'.a • 

. & There were the usual number of telephone from people living 
iy the Parish but no long distance ones although I had half 
. expected that Aunt Willie might phone from Hollywood if she is 
back. Perhaps she decided tollingsr a few days in Honolulu. 

.taa*. 

The smartest person I saw during the day, of cou se, was the 
local .artist who came this way early in the morning. She was wearing 
■the gift you s ent her\last Christmas which she caled to my attention 
a nd asked me again to mention how much she appreciated your gift 
of this year. • 

, X assume he Registers were spending the day with Hiss Hah in 

Baton A ouge. I had a Christmas card from *ay early la at week 
butno mention was made on the card as to any time table concerning 
their plans, so 1 assume the p may have driven up to’Baton Rouge 
on M 0 nday-evening. * ;• > < * a.\ • 

So tv. ed the day in these parts, the weather sunny a nd 
the thermometer an the ohill side, - a bout 50. Up 
to now; 1 haven't heard of any automobile fatalities in the Pariah 
over the week end and no wiurders except in the case of the lady what 
kvekee hher neck by falling out of the kintchen window after her 
husband had tapped her on the head with a hammer. Dr. Znipmeyer 
has to sign all tdeath certificates and I know he is going to have 
something to say a bout that ones • ‘ ^ ' - * 

- ; ».... s i bii.oat a*' •• br. a.* it ar ~s ai'-t ■ . a ie "\> •- 
. And now the hour advances and I must begin folding. I do 
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Our lovely, sunny * cool weather continues, maKing 

. everything seem anything but Christmas like. 

Titer* ie a dance tonight at the honkey-tonk and there 
. was one last night aoross the river. What with quite 
a few people*, both negro and mulatto, coming home for 
Christmas, I reckon last night's swing-out must have been 
quite the most sprightly < 

Among others of the mulatto contingent who came down from 
Shreveport were the Prank Morins and their four offspring. I 
used to know Frank pretty well when he lived here at the same time 
his cousin, also Frank Morin t was a.house servant at Relrose. 

I believe the first mentioned Frank and his family were visitin\ 
at his brother'8 house, 0 n this side of the spillway, opposite 
to the little one on the mound wtyere Log once stayed. Be 
v tthat as it may,*Frank'e hay didn t return from the 81 f i, \ 9 '‘ 0 Ut a t 
the honkey-tonk last night.i-The family thought he had t decided to 
spend the night with some of his friends. When he didn t 
show up this morqing and nobody had seen him. it was assumed 
,:h he might h&v gone uto Chicago with some friends who were 
driving up there. This afternoon about 3 o clock, they 
found his body in the river, about a mile a bove Are tourg. 

Like many ai other merry maker at Christmas time, he probably had 
had one or two drinks and when he weut to get something from the 
.car, he lost his footing at fell down the b a nk into the water. I 
a hs had just.pastaed his 18th birthday. I can but remark again 
.'how striking is the fact that turbulent Bed.River, so «w</t and so 
trecherous, almost never claims a drowning victim while platid 
CaneRiver runs up such surprising totals every year. 

J. H., the clerk and I supped together tonight. J. a. 

.b A A . - j? Lavut. or:- £1 r a'T at uo* 
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out of a clear sky said he couldn t imagine what it must be 
like in the Wenk home these days. He said he telephoned Shreveport 
last night and the sounds reaching the 'phone from beyond the 
speaker at the telephone gave the impression of issuing from Bedlam, 
I'm so glad the Bedlam remained in Shreveport but it is generally beli 
we shall get a taste of it before the beginning of the new year, 

Carmen drove down this afternoon to bring me a piece of 
home made fruit cake and some cookies, as is her usual 
Christmas custom # I think it i« the first time she ever made the 
trip by herself and I was glad to be able to chat a bit, 

She said the Mayor is receiving quite a few letters from around 
the country concerning the controversial magnolia tree t most of 
them assuring him the small bulbs would do the tree no harm, She 
also remarked that Carrie had suddenly developed "magnolia~ttis" 
when called upon to come to town to testify and had written 
a letter instead of coming, --the letter not being admitted 
a 8 evidence, In the back of my mind for the past three days, 

I have felt instinctively that something was really going to the 
tree, I felt certain the some btgot, stirred up by Sudie's .v 
performance, would somehow destroy thing. But the tree v**' 
continues to stand, This interesting point, however, I learned 
from Carmen this afternoon * Front Street in Hatohitoches is 
section of Highway Ho, 1 and the State someitime back called 
far a widening of the streit to,meet the increasing flow of traffic 
between Hew Orleans and Shreveport, and the specif ioations call for 
the statue of Uncle Jack to be pushed b a ck nearer the river and 
faced toward the West, —it now fames South, and. the widening 
of the thoroughfare will eliminate the much talked a bout 
magnolia regardless, If this be true, it would certainly seem 
that the five hundred dollars spent in Court costs by Sudie were 
never more ' completely thrown away . v. c : .. 
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I, S, Willard telephoned me this morning, saying she is 
planning to remain in town until after Hew Tears, She said she 
had dined out twice last evinitig, two dinners in a x row, She 
a sked if someone from down hers would pick up a package she 
has for me. Little does She understand the loaal set-up, I 
thought I would put the word out in town to % have a nybody coming 
this way bring it± but my 1 phone went out of order with 
the I, S, Willard call and so perhaps she will bring it down herself, 

. i • 

And now to the mail andcomparatively early to bed,,,,. 
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Our lovely weather continues, half Indian Summer, 
half anticipatory spring , —cloudless skies, billions of 
, "narcissus in flower and Emmett and Erwin busy as bees, 

. • ■SC ST • ■' • 

There was a long distance from Marshall this morning, 

' indicating that telephone service had been resumed, 

Carolyn »a« calling to say that Helen is planning to be with 
her at the Sugar Bowl game in Hew Orleans and they plan to 
meet in Hatohitoches on Saturday evening, T**\ r rendezvous 
is for 6 p,m, and. I accepted an invitation to dine with them 
at thee Town House, They will remain in Hatohitoches over night 
and proceed to.MewQrleane Sunday morning, Carolyn will 
leave for The Bluff with Hay on the 6th and eepeots to go 
i on to Hew York sometime after that, perhaps a week or so, 

.1 am hoping you two may have an opportunity to meet, I shall 
leave that up to you. It is perfectly dear to 
Carolyn that under no circumstances is she to communicate 
, ^ with you. When I learn where she plans to stay and when, 

*1 shall advise you and you will feel P*rfectly free to 
act or not act as the spirit moves, I think, as the ease 

of Robina. At would M for you to know eaoh other but if cir- 

cumstanoes aren t convenient at the time she chances to hit 
your^oity,. the netting may well be put off until mother 
j go-round, I pray you not to make any especial.effort to 

* \ ; istaUUh contact if a +t* U 

arrive* but if you feel it would be nice to see her either 
at noon.or after office hours, you both might enjoy the contact, 

' ' ■ 1 V. J j j s. 

I Jtearaed today that the mulatto boy I ** ,lt *°"* d °* 
having drowned on C hr is teas day had actually died en 
Christmas Eve, so that he had reminaed 5?*i° Ur * 

before it everoocured to anyone that he might not be wi ™ 
some of his numerous family scattered up and ] ! 

t It seems odd so much time could elapse, —Monday night until 
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Wednesday^ afternoon before anyone got concerned about 
hia absence. 
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Some of the colored folks mentioned this evening that 
at the store Pat had mentioned to J, H. that Sister 
was in a or smash-up in Shreveport yesterday but wasn't 
hurt much. That is all I know but I can well-imagine 
at least one circumstance causing the crash. I suppose 
x i shall hear morp a bout thiw on the morrow. 
mo 11.114 ,30 4* e»8t6nolo— v.:o yiofro^lol 

* I was moseying over to the big house for supper about 
5 o clock tonight when I encountered some people. 

,-i^It was the u arry Chalkleys, Harry's sister and a young lady 
from England who is visiting them* They lingered only until 
6tZQ and were heading in townard town where they were making 
l apilgrimage to see the lights and will return to ^ake 
Charles in. the morning. I was delighted to see them and 
warned *arry that I should again be enlisting his 
political influenoe on the Library of Congress and he 
said he welcomed such an opportunity. Perhaps we shall 
eventually get the whole of *1 La Reohereche " read 
in spite of the pomewhat stupid Mr .Patterson or whatever 
.the direotor of the seotion for the blind is oalled. 

OS >oio -C, 6 i » . ,:;0 t>- Q t i: ' •; 

Of course Celeste wasn t at horns but they did see 
• J. H. at the etere-as they were leaving. It ts odd that 
the f y seldom ever see J. H. when they pass this way but 

it a no utnneimr t.hmn n«n«i< T+ «... 


it s nq wonder they never see Celeste. It ts i 
interesting how the acquaintance with them in years gone bye has 
died a natural death and how during the same years our 


3-t'-v 


,i ■ r ; 


fit; .'A 
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acquaintance has ripened into friendship.< Harry is somewhat 
'■\f. H. s type tn a business way and a bit henvier-physically. 

Madam Chalkley, however, is not the squirrel in a cage type 
i however andl reckon it would be pleasant sometime to a ccept 
their invitation to visit them in h ake Charles• But 
if I once start letting Lionel send for me and follow his 
program of calling on everybody in South Louisiana and then 
i saying goodbye to Lionel to go on to the Chalkleys, 

■\I never would get back to the Cane u iyer country. The 
Fletchers say they are going to share me when I visit Lionel 
\ j and so I guess I'm quite safe since I have no intention 
of going any place. And now for a turn through Plaisir 
de France and thence to my downy couch...... 
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Vhat a strange day, going a mile a minute and getting 
) where. 1 never felt so much like the lady 


3 i>>• 3 - 


precisely no where. I never felt 
„oross the fenqe in my life » 
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. But speaking of the latter, she took off at dawning 
for Opolousas and returned tonight in the gloaming, in a mad 
rush to make preparations foran egg nog party she is giving 
tonight. Tomorrow I am told there are to be but two parties. 

• >• •' Lo i i j 0 V t. -1 V I. ■'.! i 3*1 >• • *>' '■ 0 '• ■ • : ' Ofl t 

it the coffee hour this morning. Madam Regard said she 
was so glad to see me alone and wondered if I wouid do some 
r?, telephoning for her. I would. She explained that she is never 
able to see the lady doctor alone and in consequence can never 
explain this or that to her and would I undertake to do so. 

She ipas also uncertain about some of her perscriptions but 

didn t dare let her daughter know that, as *ehe would get so excited. 
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The lady doctor was busy when I tried to establish contact 
but her secretary said she would call me when free, ind the 
lady doctor did call me a.couple of hoifrs later and I gave her 
the^ message • She asked me if I couldn t. help her to 
save Madam Regards for she said she had no doubt I realised 
it wasn t Madam R e gard's condition that was pushing her into 
her grave but the unending flightiness of her daughter. I 
a sked her if she had any suggesti ons, in which I might assist her 
a nd she oaid that frankly, she truly believed the case was quite 
beyoi\d both , her and me. L agreed, to that, too. 1 What a commentary 
o$ life in general and how depressing to see such a soul as 
Madam R gard being inexorably pushed into oblivion by the 
hurly-burly that is kept so constantly stirring by her own 
daughter. 

•j , v ...v\ 3"- ' 03 i J !11 p 8 i •' ' bftii o CTO 

The strangest Christmas gift coming my way this year is 
a pound of coffee from Bob. 1 dm scarcely unable to make at ything 
of it but some of my local friends may have better luck. 
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Carmen telephoned this after no on to say Mrs, Olive Long 
, Cooper had just telephoned her. The Governor's sister said 

she wanted to ask Carmen if she thought the Mayor would understand 
that she merely wanted to apologise to him f if she should telephone 
him for an appointment • She said she hadn t realised what Sudie 
was getting her into in the matter of the injunction and that 
she disappvoved of Sudie's efforts to ask the public to 
contribute money to pay the Court costs and that she had 
sent Sudie a check covering half the costs, as her share and 
then asked earned if she would undertake the supervision 
of the planting of gobs of rose bushes which, some group had 
purchased for planting the river bank, explaining that she felt 
that the services of either Sudie or herself, —Olive, - 
would no longer be acceptable to any one in town • Carmen \ 
told her she would have nothing to do with the planting of 
eti ything on the river bank, feeling as she did that the river bank 
. was already sufficiently planted and secondly she thought nothing 

should be undertaken before the over-all city plan should 
be completed and. submitted* s olive later enlisted lfildred 
Cunningham for the supervision of the job and got no where 
with her and then appealed to Mrs. George Sutton and still 
found he self out of luck, bhat will eventually happen to the 
rose bushes, heavens only know and more and more Mesdanes 
Cooper and Lawton seem to be about as high and dry as England 
. and France ou«r the Mile • i' 1 ' - T 

Aside from the egg-nog party across the fence tonight, there 
is also a show at the honkey-tonk and a wake for the drowned 
youth xiown at the spillway. 1 must say the neighbbrhood is 
in for plenty of nocturnal bussing before dawning, especial ly in the 
i i neighborhoodof the wake where gumbo and whiskey will probably 
be flowing mightily. s' 

. -.0; /; ,'J. • .• '-,0 T-.v.vKi?' . , : " - s. 

i jr For a minute this afternoon it looked as though I had rounded up 
someone to lend me a hand with the article about M adame de Pompadour 
in Plaistr de France which? I Meed scarcely say, I am dying to 
get intop but a series of interruptions forced me td put that 
pleasure, aside. 1 am anticipating getting into it with 

vast impatience, as only you can appreciate. 

Ora called thisafternoon to give me the address of the Schmidts 
of Michigan which she obtained at the wedding in Alexandria last 
night. She said the Leste.rs of Milwaukee are planning to 
come down to occupy their place for a few weeks in late January. 

Their 8 or 10 year old son wanted to ride a pony d that is 
down here at least once durtng the school vacation and so 
his father sent him down in the family plane to leap a stride the 
poney. What strange people we do know and what odd ways they have t 

jispogp ofitbe -L-j.~i^. 
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Sunday, December 30th, 19 56. 
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Memorandum: s ' i s . 
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. Another quiet week end, all sunny and bright and 

tonight's blue black sky more heavily star spangled than 
usual. 

I., r . . . j>;.'b«si rv i .>.. b5:'u a. ** ■ 


J TO*. t 0 J i . .. jo; i x m - • - ’ • 

Saturday's program went off more or less ac6ordi t ng to 
schedule but I was wrong in having assumed I shouldn t have 
but a moment to cover several points concerning primitive 
paintings and what, nof with Carolyn for while she was about 


half hour behind schedule, we had'time enough to reach 
the town house by the 5:30 hout which she and Helen had set 
for the rendesvous, their two lines converging as from 
,Marshall and Waco, for Helen got^there at precisely 
8:30 • It turned out that she had sent a wire to Carolyn 
in care of the Town House and the operator of that establish¬ 
ment, thinking the person to whom it was addressed, might be 
one of his waitresses or a friend thereof, had exhausted all 
efforts to locate the person and had given up. &ad nelen 


t elen 


ad .reseed it to me, it woUld have been delivered readily enough 
K as I am known by name at the Town House, but ft wasn t 

so and accordingly we did what conferring we could until 
. H-elen got there • 

a Carolyn appeared somewhat provoked, —and justly so, I 
thought, at lay who had written her some time back about 
; going with her to the Bluff on January 6th or thereabouts. Carolyn 
had telephoned Hay she would go with her and had bought a 
couple of extra frocks fot the Charleston-Mew 7ork areas in antioipat 
of the trip. But when she telephoned Hay Saturday morning, 
saying that she would be in Mew Orleans on Sunday and so ready 
well in advance of taking off date, ray said she had given 
. up the idea of driving to The Bluff-and thought she 

, vh would fly instead, using a regular commercial line. She 

hadn t thought to advise Carolyn of her change of mind • 

. And so the Bluff-Manhattan trip is off, I assume and will 
v pro bob ly not be made to si the r place before March or April, and then 
-- without lay.. 1 | 
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1 thought Carolyn looked exhausted and it seems much 
family has been visiting her and her father during the past 
month, Helen t on the other hand, 1 thought, looked very well, 

I don't mind saying I, who am accustomed to sumping at 5, 
had a pretty good apetite by 9, It suppose it was 
nearly 10 by the time we got to Melrose and as both ladies 
hoped to be in Hew Orleans by noon today, they paused but 
half on hour and then returned to town to spend the night, 

Things across the fence are much as usual this week end. 

When 1 moseyed over at 12:30 for dinner today, I noticed 
the lady doctor's car in front of the house, Madam 
Regard had asked that she come to see her professionally and 
although she got up for a little while this afternoon 
to sit on the.gallery in the sun , she remained the balance 
of the day in bed. When phe lady doctor emerged from the 
house, —Pat and I were sifting on the gallery, she told 
me she had } a gift for me and woujd like to chat a little, and 
so she got a bottle of whiskey, beautifully wrapped, from 
her cap, and we walked over to TUcca to .pick up>i): 

a little Htyiter item I had for her, We talked all the way and 

she observed that Madam R g gard, of course, is gradually 
failing. Stye said she wished her daughter would start 
for Rio today instead of later in the month for obviously 

the patience condition was due in large measure to the constant 

hurly-burly that keeps the daughter's nerves on edge which, 
in turn, keeps everyone in a flurry, She said she was beginning 
to look forward to the day when she, herself, —the lady doctor, « 
might have some sort of a heart condition so that she might 
h„ve an excellent excuse for staying a t home with 
V h«r little one, watching birds feeding in the garden and 
letting all the. discontented bridge-players s ew in their 
own juice, She <iidn t sit down but seemed to enjoy the 
do.ipgs of Emmett and Erwin who were on a frolic a* approached 
Hucca and departed, c, ;, . 

This afternoon I put some cookies in the traveling 
costume and shall mail same in the morning with this letter, 

I i fhought you might like to ■Mor, tjn, in which they are packed, 

I put the bax itself in a paper bag, thinking you might find 
it easier to manage, after disposing of the wrappings, 

J shall put another small box in the mail on Wednesday, —there 
will be no post on Tuesday, sending these two items, —the 
copkies one day, the other box by the nest mail, thinking 
it would be less cumbersome to manage separately• 

nope 


Monday, December 3 1st, 2956. 
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Full summer outside and the waves of narcissus flowers are somethim 
to see, a : 

. * 

But before going further, let me refer to to notation above, 

*onight some Mrs. Jackson of Shreveport, a neighbor of Whitfiled Jack, 
telephoned to ask if a book *published in the 1850's about the 
Civil War", was in the Melrose, Library, that should be a rare item, 
indeed, a volume written about the Civil War 11 years before the 
scuffle began, I believe it is a paper bound book and was 
probably privately printed and not likely to be discovered any place. 

But I mention it regardless just in case you should ever chance to 
stumble across such an item, 

r •. 1 J ‘: AS o I o L 

The enclosures are the thing, either herewith or wider 
separate cover. The letter from James quite unhinged me, —it 
was so unexpected in PTe .reference to the possibility of 
taking up a residence in Matches, So often I have heard him opine that 
he- would not be likely ever to set foot in the place again, today s 
a nnouncement comes as quite a* surprise, 
o- v • * . , 

. Somehow it was a little like the flowering of the iris in 
/latches he reported, I doubt if iris ever blossomed in Mississippi 
or Louisiana in December but that is merely a point, 

tJi Off hand, my guess would be that if a residence is ever 
eat ML ished in Matches, it will not be of* long duration but 
there-.'8 no point dn plumbing such depths in advance. The 
important thing is that James has made a complete circle in * 
the past 20 years and perhaps something about the "native heath 
will make it seem like home again and I shall be the happier to 
think he has achieved just that. When James quitted. Morman so 
abruptly, I was worried about his existence in the years ahead in 
. places where he had no friends and relatives but now he has 

an extra relative ortwo and some of the old ones, such as his sister, 
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of long acquaintance living in Hatches, I can give a sigh, of relief 
and feel that so far as his future is concerned, it is so much better 
cushioned than formerly and the fears for his eiistence between 
Horman and Pensacola may now forever be laid to nest and that, 

I must say, gives me enormous solace, How if I could only 
find a millionaire husband for Carolyn and a couple of good 
„nchors, that future would be taken care of and I could begin 
like a flurried biddie, to start worrying over the estfiblisment 
of a new set of b a by chicks, 

t i.: •. !■; i ■ 8 1 ’ •. VI .is, i” : an , ’: .. 

There is but one. line in James’s letter, that lingers in 
my mind, —the fact that Hatches is only 100 miles from 
Baton Rouge, Jackson and so on, I think that might be 
advantageous for James but something tells me that Hatches 
might turn out to be 100 miles from every where , for Kay but that 
is something for them to work out, 

" •> tv; n . >r, ug'.j ui 5... sen n jri it*j i Ji.an I ar: l 

. :; i . 

There was some talk at supper a bout the impending South American 
junket, It's to last about. ZO days, or eqUdL to the round the world trif 
The trip is down the west coast with stops all along the way, including 
a side trip to the old Inca capitol, —Cousko , or however that 
place spelled its name, and .thence to the mines of hile, — 
both copper and nitrate, and so across the Andes to Brasil, Celeste 
can't say if she will .go or not, what with Madam Regard notwell, Of 
course Uada- Regard is waiting, if she can, until she can be 
comparatively alone with her daughter in South Louisiana, I 
believe the ake off will begin within abo.ut 10 days or perhaps 
two weeka, I doubt if it will last 30 days but it may, 

lam counting upon enjoying my Mew Tear’s &ve with genuine 
gusto. The rose window of otre Lame .and the card with 
the little a n i mal s, fox, racoon, bear, eta,., next to it± and 
the big red candle in between, and it will be pleasant to 
commune with kindred spirits via telepathy as the magical v 
hour approaches and 1 review my gratitude to Qod for Lyme 1 
and lMfelphone has been ringijig frequently during the past hour, 
people calling to say M a ppy Hew ear. Ora mentioned^ some friends of 
the Denver visit are coming on 1 hursday and will pass this way. She 

? lso remarked that the first installment of Trances Parkingson 
eye'8 new novel, the Blue Camellia, appears in the last issue of 
Woman's Rome Companion, Somebody else mentioned the same thing the other 
day Such beginnings and abrupt endings don t often occur in the liteary 
field, L reckon. 

And so 1956 has been achieved. It has been rugged around in 
some respects but all that seems so insignificant, realising as we 
*Nr<P&§fPou$}}l,92?$I ®*d the true” has been our to share 







